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BETWS COMMUNITY COUNCIL

The monthly meeting of Betws Community Council was held at Capel Newydd Vestry, Betws
on Wednesday the 10th April 2013 at 7.00 pm.

PRESENT: ClIr. Anne Sizmur (Chairperson), CllIrs. Loreen Lewis, June Gunter, Annette
Price, Catherine Smith, Maldwyn John, Carwyn James and Rhydian Murray.

1. APOLOGIES County Councillor Ryan Bartlett, Councillors Dewi Branch, Arnallt James,
Wynallt Richards and Richard Howell.

2. DECLERATION BY MEMBERS OF PECUNIARY AND NON PECUNIARY INTERESTS
None

3. TO CONFIRM AND SIGN THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 13th MARCH
2013

Councillor Loreen Lewis proposed and Councillor Carwyn James seconded, that the minutes
of the monthly meeting held on the 13th March 2013 be confirmed and signed by the
Chairperson.

MR STEVE RAYMOND — ENVIRONMENTAL ENFORCEMENT OFFICER

The Chairperson welcomed Mr Steve Raymond and his colleague Ms Julie Richards to the
meeting.

Mr Raymond gave a brief outline of their organisation, which is made up of 10 enforcement
officers covering an area of 1200 sqg. miles, with 6 based in Llanelli and 4 in Carmarthen.
They have a large remit which covers dog fouling, fly tipping, litter dropping, unlicensed
skips, and illegal waste disposal.

Fly tippers when caught face either an on the spot fine of between £75 and £300 or
prosecution. Between 80 and 90% of offenders choose to pay on the spot fines, rather than
be prosecuted.

With dog fouling the enforcement officers are not able to catch offenders in certain areas
such as private land, front gardens, community council land and areas where the speed limit
is over 40mph. Dog Control Orders have not been adopted by Carmarthenshire County
Council as yet, and Mr Raymond believed their introduction would give enforcement officers
far greater powers.

Mr Raymond showed members a CCTV camera that all officers carry, in order to record their
initial approach to offenders.

There followed a long general discussion with a range of questions from many members.

4 DYFED POWYS POLICE



The Clerk informed members of a PACT meeting on Thursday 11th April 2013 at Ammanford
Town Hall.

CRIME FIGURES FOR MARCH 2013

Assault = 0 Criminal Damage = 0 Drugs Offences = 1 Burglary =0

Thefts = 2 Auto. Crime = 0 Misc. =0

Total Monthly Crimes Reported = 3
Total Monthly Crimes Detected = 2

Detection Rate = 66.7%
5 COUNTY COUNCILLORS REPORT

County Councillor Ryan Bartlett was not in attendance, but he had submitted a short report
as follows:-

Wind Farm Community Fund. This will be launched in late April and the actual date will be
advertised in local press. The venue will probably be the Amman Centre.

The panel will consist of 12 County Councillors who represent the wards concerned, 1 from
the Amman Valley group of Town/Community Councils, 1 from Cavs and 1 from EBS.

This panel will consider the projects submitted.

ClIr. Jim Jones and Enforcement Officer Paul Morris came to discuss various issues with
members from the Community Council.

Councillor Annette Price asked the Clerk to contact County Councillor Bartlett regarding the
Archway in Betws Park.

RESOLVED the Clerk speaks to Ryan on his return from holiday.
6. MATTERS ARISING
6.1 SITE VISIT TO WIND FARM

The Clerk informed members that a site visit is possible, but it will have to be on either a
Wednesday or Thursday afternoon. Four councillors were interested.

RESOLVED the Clerk arranges the visit and also asks Rob Fellows for a copy of the “Terms
of Reference” as promised.

6.2 SHRUBS IN BETWS PARK

Councillors Annette Price and Loreen Lewis advised that shrubs had still not been planted as
arranged by Gareth Howells.

RESOLVED the Clerk writes to Mr Chris Burns, Deputy Chief Executive.

6.3 TREFORIS - GRANT APPLICATION



The Clerk explained to members what has been going on since the last meeting.

A meeting was eventually arranged with Medi Williams and the Regeneration team for
Monday 8th April 2013. The Clerk together with Councillors Anne Sizmur and Loreen Lewis
attended, only to find that Medi Williams could not be present.

The meeting was conducted by Mr Charles Gabe, and during the discussions it was made
clear that we would not be able to apply for grants at Treforis, unless we leased the land from
the County and then registered an interest in it.

As for Heol y Felin, we could proceed as long as we did surveys of local residents to support
our application.

Following the above meeting an e-mail from Charles Gabe changed everything we had
discussed with him (after he had spoken to Medi), and we are now awaiting Charles to come
back with exactly what the situation is.

It was agreed a meeting of the Project sub-committee is needed to discuss the matter.

RESOLVED the Clerk gets clarification from Charles, and then through the Chair calls a sub-
committee meeting.

6.4 MOBILE POLICE STATION

Councillor Annette Price reported the Police Van could not be used to hold PACT meetings
because it was not disable friendly.

The above point was NOTED.

6.5 SIGNS AT ENTRANCE TO VILLAGE

The Clerk informed members that it was possible to have an unique road sign for Betws at a
cost of about £500 per sign. There were guidelines to follow, and it was suggested that we
get a professional company to work on the design. If the sign is acceptable it will be
approved by the County Council. If not it will be referred to the Assembly.

RESOLVED the Clerk makes further enquiries.

6.6 BENCHES FOR CHURCH AND CHAPEL

Councillor Annette Price has discussed the matter with Cannon Rees, and will give a fuller
report at the next meeting.

The above point was NOTED.

7. CORRESPONDENCE.
The following correspondence was acknowledged and the contents NOTED.

1 CCC - Protocol for Community and County Councillors — passed to Cath.
2 Dewi Branch — suggestion re: timing of meetings.

Councillor Dewi Branch had suggested in an e mail to members that meetings start at 7.00
pm every month, and if we have guest speakers it runs on. Members debated the issue at
length and concluded that, most of the early starts over the last year were due to Cambrian
Renewable Energy, who would not be attending as much if at all from now on. It was
therefore agreed to leave the arrangements as they are, and re-visit the issue again if need
be.



RESOLVED the Clerk informs Dewii.

3 Wales Rural Observatory — Survey 2013 — passed to Anne
4 PC Kevin Jones — Multi-cultural event.

PC Kevin Jones had requested a donation to help run the above event. Councillor Maldwyn
John objected to using public funds to support the event, and also the fact it was being held
on a Sunday. The Chair asked members to vote on the issue and by a majority of 6 to 1 it
was agreed that a donation be given from the Chairpersons Allowance.

8. PLANNING MATTERS.

NEW APPLICATIONS

1 E/27942 — Proposed Farm Store at Glyn yr Eithin, Argoed Road, Betws.
Mr Enzo Sauro

2 E/27943 — Conversion of Barn to Office at Glyn yr Eithin, Argoed Road, Betws
Mr Enzo Sauro

There were NO OBJECTIONS in principle to the applications above, apart from concerns
with road safety.

3 E/28001 — Two storey extension at 31, Heol Waungron, Betws.
Mr Teifion Thomas

There were NO OBJECTIONS to the above application.
APPLICATIONS GRANTED

E/27421 — Steel Agricultural Building at Bryn Cathan, Betws
G Mainwaring

E/27575 — Agricultural Track at Bryn Cathan, Betws.
G Mainwaring

9. ACCOUNTS

1 One Voice Wales Membership £251.00

2 CCC — Election Costs £354.98

RESOLVED that the above be paid

10. REPORTS.
ONE VOICE WALES
Councillor Carwyn James gave a detailed report about the meeting he had attended recently.

The main topic of the evening was a presentation by the Chair of the Board of Directors of
Carmarthenshire Citizens Advice Bureau. They spoke about a number of issues including



staffing, the recent merger, welfare cuts, their achievements, and cuts to legal aid.

Other topics covered at the meeting was the Charter between County and Community
Councils, the difficulty in arranging a meeting with Hywel Dda Health Board , the expanding
role of One Voice Wales, training, electoral boundaries and the Fire Service.

PACT

Councillor Annette Price gave a brief report about the increasing use of the designer drug
Meow Meow in the valley.

WELSH LANGUAGE CONFERENCE

Councillor Maldwyn John gave a detailed report about the recent conference he had
attended.

The event was very well attended with many impressive speakers, including Leighton
Andrews AM. Attendees were given statistics regarding the state of the language, and were
then split into discussion groups. The consensus of opinion was the language is in decline,
due to the number of people moving in to the area, and have no interest in the language. No

one had an answer on how to resolve the problem, apart from encouraging children to speak
the language outside school hours.

11. ANY OTHER BUSINESS

11.1 VISIT BY JIM JONES

Councillor Anne Sizmur gave a brief report about Mr Jones’s visit to the village.
The above was NOTED.

11.2 RICE STREET

Councillor June Gunter complained about an overgrown hedge, and a caravan parked
permanently on the road in Rice Street.

RESOLVED the Clerk contacts Julie McWilliams regarding the caravan, and writes to the
owner of the hedge.



