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BETWS COMMUNITY COUNCIL  
 
The monthly meeting of Betws Community Council was held at Capel Newydd Vestry, Betws 
on Wednesday the 12th June 2013 at 7.00 pm.  
 
PRESENT: Cllr. Loreen Lewis (Chairperson), Alderman Arnallt James, Cllrs. Anne Sizmur, 
Annette Price, Richard Howell, Carwyn James and June Gunter.  
 
County Councillor Ryan Bartlett and Mike Lewis (Guardian)  
 
1. APOLOGIES. Councillors Rhydian Murray, Wynallt Richards, Maldwyn John and Cath 
Smith  
 
2. DECLERATION BY MEMBERS OF PECUNIARY AND NON PECUNIARY INTERESTS  
 
None  
 
3. TO CONFIRM AND SIGN THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 8th MAY 2013  
 
Councillor Annette Price proposed and Councillor Anne Sizmur seconded, that the minutes of 
the monthly meeting held on the 8th May 2013 be confirmed and signed by the Chairperson. 
 
 
 
PC STEPHEN MORRIS – DYFED POWYS POLICE  
 
The Chairperson welcomed PC Stephen Morris and PC Julie McWilliams to the meeting.  
 
PC Morris wanted to talk to members about the local PACT meetings, which stands for 
Partnership And Communities Together. The aim is for the public to have a say in local 
policing.  
 
The monthly PACT meeting at Gwynfryn is open to all. After this meeting all complaints 
received are taken on to a second PACT meeting at Ammanford Town Hall, which is for 
Partnership organisations only. These partnerships include Highways, Enforcement Officers, 
Housing Department and Housing Associations.  
 
At this meeting policing priorities are set for the forthcoming month, which at the moment is 
antisocial behaviour in our parks. The most common complaints from the public include dog-
fouling, speeding, litter and anti social behaviour.  
 
There followed a lengthy discussion about a number of issues, which PC Morris addressed. 
 
PC Morris emphasised the main point of his presentation was to try and get councillors and 
residents to attend PACT meetings.  
 
 
 
 
 



 
4 DYFED POWYS POLICE  
 
CRIME FIGURES FOR MAY 2013  
 
Assault = 0 Criminal Damage = 1 Drugs Offences = 2 Burglary = 0  
 
Thefts = 1 Auto. Crime = 0 Violent Crimes = 4  
 
Total Monthly Crimes Reported = 8  
Total Monthly Crimes Detected = 4  
 
Detection Rate = 50%  
 
 
5. COUNTY COUNCILLORS REPORT  
 
County Councillor Ryan Bartlett gave a brief report of his activities since the last meeting 
which included:-  
 
Argoed Road – 4 x Slow/Araf markings have been painted on the road, plus two speed 
monitoring devices have been installed.  
 
Shrubs in Park – will be planted when the summer bedding plants are done.  
 
Maesquarre Park – grass has been cut, and good progress has been made with regard to 
handing the park over to the County.  
 
Sect 106 money – Ryan is still pursuing this matter.  
 
County Council Land – this process is still moving forward.  
 
 
6. MATTERS ARISING  
 
6.1 SITE VISIT TO WIND FARM  
 
Councillor Anne Sizmur said that she was still waiting for Mr Gallhager to ring back with a 
suitable date, but she fears that this might not happen.  
 
The above was NOTED.  
 
6.2 HEOL Y FELIN – GRANT APPLICATION  
 
The Clerk and members of the sub-committee gave members a brief progress report. Since 
the last meeting the group have met with the Regeneration team twice, and now he process 
is moving forward at pace.  
 
An application for funding will be submitted to the Wind Farm Fund, and a second application 
will be submitted to the HUBS Fund to cover match funding. There is also a further fund 
available to get CCTV at the site.  
 
The application forms are almost complete whilst the evidence gathering has finished. Letters
of support have been received from local organisations, and all other documentation required 
is ready. The designs are due any day and the next step is to get quotations from three 
companies.  



 
The next meeting is on Monday 17th June at 3.30 pm  
 
Alderman Arnallt James thanked Councillor Annette Price for all the work she has put into the 
project.  
 
6.3 BENCHES FOR CHURCH AND CHAPEL  
 
Before ordering the benches the Clerk asked if the Council would be paying for installation as 
well ? Following a short discussion it was agreed to pay for installation, providing it was not 
excessive.  
 
RESOLVED the Clerk makes enquiries about purchase and installation costs.  
 
6.4 HEDGE AT RICE STREET  
 
Councillor June Gunter asked if a letter could be sent to the occupier of a property at the 
corner of Rice Street/Pentwyn Road about the overgrown state of his hedge.  
 
RESOLVED the Clerk writes to the occupier.  
 
6.5 AMMANFORD AFC – PRESENTATION EVENING  
 
Councillors Sizmur and Gunter reported a very pleasant evening at the recent presentation 
evening.  
 
6.6 MAESQUARRE BRIDGE  
 
The Clerk briefly read out a reply from Mr Goodridge regarding the ongoing problem at this 
bridge. The problem is acknowledged and a solution to the matter is being sought by the 
relevant authorities.  
 
The above was NOTED.  
 
6.7 CHAIRPERSONS CHAIN OF OFFICE  
 
The Clerk informed members that the work on the chain would amount to £404.14 + vat, and 
a new handmade box would cost £241 07 + vat.  
 
Following a proposal from Councillor Sizmur seconded by Alderman Arnallt James it was 
agreed to pay for the work, purchase a new box and pay for a further 3 links to the chain.  
 
RESOLVED the Clerk informs Thomas Fattorini.  
 
 
 
 
 
7. CORRESPONDENCE.  
 
The following correspondence was acknowledged and the contents NOTED.  
1. One Voice Wales – Conference  
2. National Eisteddfod Proclamation Ceremony  
3. Commission on Devolution  
 
8. PLANNING MATTERS.  



 
NEW APPLICATIONS  
 
E/28174 – Proposed Single Storey Extension  
61, Betws Road, Betws  
Mr Neil James  
 
E/28362 – Extension to existing building  
22, Golwg y Mynydd, Betws  
Mr Anthony Wood  
 
The Planning Sub-Committee have NO OBJECTIONS to this application.  
 
APPLICATION GRANTED  
 
E/27942 – Proposed Farm Store.  
Glyn yr Eithin, Argoed Road, Betws  
Mr Enzo Sauro  
 
E/28001 – Proposed two storey extension  
31, Waungron Road, Betws  
Mr Teifion Thomas  
 
9. ACCOUNTS  
 
1 Clerks Salary and Allowances £1256.11  
2 Clerks Income Tax £ 254.95  
3 External Hard Drive £ 58.98  
4 Stationery £ 14.89  
5 Lyn Llewellyn – Internal Audit £ 120.00  
6 Stationery £ 9.20  
 
RESOLVED that the above be paid  
 
9.1 EXTERNAL AUDIT TO 31st MARCH 2013  
 
The Clerk reported he had received a reply from the External Auditors, and apart from adding 
a nominal value of £1 to the fixed assets figure to cover Heol y Felin, there were no issues 
found.  
 
The Clerk and Chairperson signed Section 3 of the Annual Report, which needs to be 
returned to the Auditors by the 15th July 2013.  
 
On receipt of the signed Annual Report, the Auditors will issue a Final Audit Certificate.  
 
10. REPORTS.  
 
PACT  
 
Councillor Anne Sizmur stated that issues discussed were CCTV cameras, and evening 
closure of Pont Abraham Services.  
 
CAB  
 
Councillor Annette Price gave a detailed breakdown of the Carmarthenshire Advice Bureau 
statistics for 2012/2013.  



 
The total number of issues dealt with was 18,680, with 4991 clients seen and 2560 telephone 
calls answered. The benefits gained were £6,256,114 and the debt dealt with was 
£5,927156.  
 
AMMANFORD FOODBANK  
 
Councillor Lewis attended a well attended and interesting opening day. The distribution of 
food was well organised with each person being given food according to their dietary needs 
 
 
11. ANY OTHER BUSINESS  
 
11.1 XMAS TREE  
 
Councillor Annette Price asked if members thought the Christmas Tree was now tall enough 
to have lights installed ?  
 
RESOLVED that Councillors look at the tree, and bring their thoughts back to the next 
meeting.  
 
11.2 NOISE FROM WIND TURBINES  
 
Councillor Anne Sizmur had received a complaint about noise coming from the turbines and 
asked if any members had also heard the same. Councillor Lewis said that she had been told 
of a noise by one person only.  
 
RESOLVED Councillor Sizmur reports back to the complainant.  
 

 
 


