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BETWS COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
 
The monthly meeting of Betws Community Council was held at Capel Newydd Vestry, Betws 
on Wednesday the 9th October 2013 at 7.00 pm. 
 
PRESENT: Cllr. Loreen Lewis (Chairperson), Alderman Arnallt James, Cllrs. Anne Sizmur,   
Annette Price, Maldwyn John, Carwyn James,  Wynallt Richards, June Gunter and Rhydian 
Murray. 
 
County Councillor Ryan Bartlett and Mike Lewis (Guardian) 
 
1. APOLOGIES.     Councillors Cath Smith, Richard Howell and Dewi Branch 

 
2. DECLERATION BY MEMBERS OF PECUNIARY AND NON PECUNIARY INTERESTS 

 
None 
 

3. TO CONFIRM AND SIGN THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 11
th

 

SEPTEMBER 2013 

 
Councillor Carwyn James proposed and Councillor Anne Sizmur seconded, that the minutes of 
the monthly meeting held on the 11th September 2013 be confirmed and signed by the 
Chairperson. 
 
 

4 DYFED POWYS POLICE 

 

PCSO Arwyn Rees was in attendance, and gave members the following crime figures. 
 

CRIME FIGURES FOR  SEPTEMBER 2013 
 
Assault = 0 Criminal Damage = 1  Drugs Offences =1   Burglary = 1 
 
Thefts =  0 Auto. Crime =0 Misc. = 3 
 
Total Monthly Crimes Reported = 6 
Total Monthly Crimes Detected = 0 
 
Detection Rate = 0% 
 
There followed a general discussion on a number of issues including graffiti on the walls and 
signs of Betws Park, a caravan in Rice Street, antisocial behaviour in Betws Road on Saturday 
nights, and the forthcoming Haloween celebration 
 

 
5.  COUNTY COUNCILLORS REPORT 

 

County Councillor Bartlett expressed his annoyance at an article in the press which implied he 
did not present written reports at monthly meetings. He wanted to make it clear that he always 
has the reports with him, and he also sends copies to the Clerk. 
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County Councillor Bartlett gave reports about the following items:- 
 
Site Meeting at Glyncywarch – Mr Keith James has already given written assurances about the 
safety of the site, but he is happy to meet once again with Ryan and one member of the 
Council. Alderman Arnallt James asked if the said meeting could be arranged.  
RESOLVED the Clerk arranges a site meeting. 
 
Pavement Sweeper – the pavement sweeper is only used in town centres, and therefore would 
not be available in Betws. However if residents inform the County Council of a pavement area 
that needs cleaning, they will arrange to have it done.  
 
Section 106 Fund – County Councillor Bartlett gave an update on the situation. The process is 
still ongoing, and he will continue to pursue the matter. 
 
Nant y Felin Street lights – County Councillor Bartlett gave an update on the situation. This is a 
complex matter with problems with the surface water sewer, which has been compounded by 
the parent company Ballantine Homes going in to administration. Welsh Water are surveying 
the sewer, and the County Council Legal Department are also getting involved. Until these 
problems are sorted the County will not adopt the road, and in turn switch on the street lights. 
The County asked if the Community Council would take on the cost of lighting at the estate. 
 
Old Oak at Maes y Betws – all fallen branches have been removed and because the footpath 
does not run close to the tree the area is safe to the public. 
 
 
6. MATTERS ARISING 

 

6.1 BETWS WEBSITE 
 
The Clerk reported that over the last month, he has been working with Orchardweb of 
Llandeilo, and the new Betws Website has now been completed, and is up and running with a 
domain name of www. betwscouncil.org.uk. 
 
The above was NOTED. 
 
6.2 BETWS PARK 
 
The Clerk gave members a report about the possibility of making Betws Park an “Alcohol Free 
Zone”. He has been in touch with Kate Thomas the Community Safety Manager for 
Carmarthenshire County Council, who explained the process involved. In order to get a DPPO 
– Designated Public Place Order, an assessment of the problem is needed to include all 
community partners, to evaluate and evidence the problem. If there is enough evidence 
gathered in support of an order, a public consultation process will be arranged. The process 
could take up to six months to complete. 
 
Councillor Dewi Branch who raised the subject originally, has sent Kate a detailed report of his 
experiences in the park. 
 
The above was NOTED 
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6.3 SPEEDING ON PENTWYN ROAD 
 
The Clerk reported the problem to the police, but has not had any feedback. 
 
RESOLVED the Clerk asks Sharee for an update. 
 
6.4 SHRUBS IN BETWS PARK 
 
The Clerk was asked to contact Nigel Sheldon to get a price for planting in the park. He found 
out from Nigel that the County had also asked him to carry out the same planting, and 
therefore we need not duplicate the work and waste money. 
Councillor Dewi Branch also reported by e-mail that he had cleaned up the area around the 
remembrance garden. 
 
RESOLVED the Clerk writes a letter of thanks to Dewi and the cadets. 
 
6.5 COOPERS PUBLIC HOUSE 
 
The Clerk informed members that he had spoken to the Mathew Elias the Environmental  
Health Officer responsible for noise nuisance. Mathew had already received three complaints 
from residents and was closely monitoring the situation. He did emphasise that residents need 
to keep a log of the problems, and return them to him. To date no one had done this. 
 
The Clerk also asked the police to have a presence in Betws Road on Saturday nights to 
alleviate any antisocial behaviour. 
 
The above was NOTED. 
 
6.6 PARKING ON BETWS ROAD 
 
The Clerk reported that Mr John McEvoy was happy to conduct another survey of the parking 
problems in and around Betws Square. 
 
RESOLVED that we wait until Mr McEvoy arranges a meeting. 
 
6.7 SURFACE WATER 
 
County Council officers have visited the site in question and agree that some remedial work is 
necessary. They are currently sorting the problem out with the contractors working with the 
power company. 
 
The above was NOTED. 

 

6.8 FOOTPATHS 
 
Councillor Loreen Lewis informed members that Gary Carlsen is investigating the problems 
with access, which might include a slight diversion in one area. 
 
The above was NOTED 
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7. CORRESPONDENCE. 

 

 The following correspondence was acknowledged and the contents NOTED. 

 

1 Volunteer Group 
2 Electoral Review Programme 2014 – passed to Annette 
3 Sports Personality Awards – passed to Rhydian 
4 CCC – Polling Districts and Polling Places Review 
5 CCC – Sustainability Session 

 
 
8. PLANNING MATTERS. 

 

APPLICATIONS GRANTED 
 
E/28660 – Conservatory and Garage conversion. 
11, Parc Nant y Felin, Betws 
Mr Angel-Chapman 
 
E/28461 – Bungalow and Garage 
Land at Dolau Ffin, Maesquarre Road, Betws 
Mr Arwel Rees 

 

 

9. ACCOUNTS 

 

1 Orchardweb – New website         £362.00 

 

 

RESOLVED that the above be paid. 
 
QUARTERLY BUDGET MONITORING REPORT 
 
A copy of the quarterly budget monitoring report was sent to Councillors prior to the meeting. 
All items listed were discussed and agreed. 
 

 
10. REPORTS. 

 

GRANT APPLICATION - HEOL Y FELIN PLAYGROUND 
 
The Clerk gave a very brief report about the current position with regards to the grant 
application. The preferred option for the playground has been chosen, and now it was just a 
matter of waiting to find out if the application is successful. 
 
BETWS FAMILY CENTRE 
 
Councillor Loreen Lewis and Annette Price informed members of their dissatisfaction about the 
way the centre is being run, and in particular the AGM procedures. Following a short 
discussion it was agreed the sub-committee arrange a meeting with the County Councillor to 
discuss the issues. Councillor Anne Sizmur agreed to arrange a meeting. 
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11. ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

 

11.1 JAPANESE KNOTWEED 
 
Councillor June Gunter has received complaints from residents of Rice Street about the 
Japanese Knotweed growing in the street. 
 
RESOLVED the Clerk informs the relevant department. 
 
11.2 STREET LIGHTS AT NANT Y FELIN 
 
The County Council have asked if the Community Council would be interested in footing the bill 
for street lighting, until the problems on the estate are resolved ? 
 
RESOLVED further discussion will be needed following a site visit to the estate.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


