BETWS COMMUNITY COUNCIL

The monthly meeting of Betws Community Council was held at Capel Newydd Vestry, Betws on
Wednesday the 11" December 2019 at 7.00 pm.

PRESENT: ClIr. Loreen Lewis (Chairperson), ClIrs. Delyth Richards, Janet Davies, Alex Davies,
Lucy Jones, Betsan Jones, Maldwyn John, Nolene Morgan.

County Councillor: Betsan Jones

Clerk - Miss Angela Brown

1. Public Questions/Representations
No one present

2. Apologies

Apologies received from the following Councillors: Lynwen Phillips, Annette Price, Wendy Haines
and Jose Picouto.

Clir John thanked members for the letter he’d received regarding him leading the Remembrance
Day Service in Betws Park on Monday 11" November 2019.

The Chair gave a speech regarding behaviour in meetings.
3. Declaration by Members of Pecuniary and Non-Pecuniary Interests
None
4. To Confirm and Sign the Minutes of the Meeting Held on Wednesday 13t November 2019

Councillor B Jones proposed and Councillor Richards seconded, that the minutes of the monthly
meeting held on Wednesday 13" November 2019 be confirmed and signed by the Chairperson.

Discussion and clarification regarding the October meeting/minutes, the meeting being quorate
then inquorate and the criteria for being able to vote at meetings.

5. Dyfed Powys Police

Crime Figures for November 2019 — No one attended.

Assault = Criminal Damage = Drugs Offences =
Burglary = Shoplift = Thefts = Auto. Crime = Misc. =

Total Monthly Crimes Reported =
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6. County Councillors Report

6.1. Members were informed that there is an appeals process with regards to the candidate sites
which are not included by Carmarthenshire County Council for inclusion into the Local
Development Plan (LDP).

6.2. There had been no meetings due to the election on 12" December 2019.

6.3. Members were informed that CCC had been out regarding the stones and had spoken with
Mr James and that the issue was now sorted.

7. Matters Arising

7.1 Discussion regarding the Swing request for Heol Y Felin costs for the equipment had
been gained for the swing, safety straps and installation. The contractor advised that the straps
would have to be removed by the user each time due to their cost in case they got stolen.
Different designs of disabled swings were discussed including references made to one in Knoll
Park, Neath and the one in Gorslas Park which is a multi-swing which rotates and has one
disabled swing incorporated into the design. It was decided that this is not something that can
be considered at present as there is already a disabled facility at the playground but the request
will be taken into consideration when future plans for the playground are discussed.

RESOLVED the Clerk to inform the requestor of the decision made.

7.2 Regarding points 7.4 from the November and October meeting and 9.12 from the
September meeting and the Environment Wales Act 2016 regarding Section 6 where public
authorities including Town and Community Councils must prepare and publish a plan which
setting out what it proposes to do to comply with the duty to Maintain and Enhance Biodiversity
within their current work areas.

The Clerk gave an update on the draft report.

Clir A Davies informed members that there was a picnic area on a footpath where TRJ owned
the land.

RESOLVED the Clerk to email completed report to members prior to publishing on the website
before 315t December 2019.

7.3. The Clerk informed members that the Tree Survey for Betws Park had been carried out.
Work was required to many of the trees within the park mainly due to Ash Die Back being present.

A discussion ensued regarding the trees which require work alongside Pentwyn Road and that
their removal may cause damage to the stability of the road above. Clir L Jones suggested that
contractors may give cheaper quotes if they can sell on the felled wood.

RESOLVED the Clerk gain quotes regarding the work required and the above suggestions.

7.4. ClIr John informed members of concerns regarding debris from trees on Betws Road and
that the drains are being blocked.
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7.5 ClIr J Davies informed members that an 87year old lady from Valley View Farm on Cwmfelin
Road is digging out her drains each week.

RESOLVED that ClIr B Jones will look into the issues with Carmarthenshire County Council.
Clir John left the meeting at 20:00hrs.
8. Correspondence

8.1 The telephone kiosk on Colonel Road has been removed by BT however the one in Maes
Y Berllan remains, this is due to the low use of the service. They could have been adopted
however as they are not the original Red phone boxes this was not taken up.

The above was NOTED by members.

8.2  The Clerk informed members that a thank you letter had been received from 2019 Poppy
Appeal regarding the donation sent for the wreaths.

The above was NOTED by members.

8.3  The Clerk informed members of the quotation received from Touchline school, business
and sports surface marking for the Tennis Courts in Betws Park. Their survey and
recommendation for 1 x double tennis court, 2 neighbouring 5-a-side Football pitches with
goal recesses and 2 pairs of Basketball hoops. Each area would incorporate anti-slip
colour coating and line marking. The quotation is £144,250.00.

With regard to the question on upkeep after the installation they informed that it would
cost no more than £1,000.00 per year which would include bi-annual moss/algae
treatment and 24 monthly pressure washing.

A discussion ensued regarding this with Cllr J Davies informing that there is to be a soccer
pitch/multi-ball court behind Rice Street and Tennis Courts in Ammanford Park subject to
sponsorship and funding. The cost of installing is prohibitive, funding is difficult to gain,
there are nearby facilities which can be used. Alternative uses for the area were discussed
to include fencing off a picnic area so that families can be kept separate from the dog
walkers as some dogs who are not well controlled have interrupted/disrupted picnickers.
Another option was to have a specific dog walkers exercise area fenced off. Recycling
the current fencing was discussed to save on cost. Re- planting trees which will be
removed due to Ash Die Back was also discussed along with enhancing the biodiversity
of the park where possible.

RESOLVED the Clerk contact the park contractor to obtain costs on removing the tennis
surface which is in poor condition and discuss the above ideas. A site meeting in the new
year will be arranged in order to plot on the ground what can be done. This will hopefully
enhance the Green Flag application for the park (deadline 315t Jan 2020) and incorporate
the Sec 6 Biodiversity criteria.

8.4. Emall received regarding a Welsh Government 8-week consultation on A More Equal
Wales — Commencing the Socioeconomic Duty which ends on the 17" January 2020.
This will affect Local Authorities and other public bodies by enacting part 1 of the Equality
Act 2010.

Betws Community Council Page 3 Cyngor Cymuned y Betws



8.5.

8.6.

8.7.

8.8.

8.9.

https://gov.wales/equality-act-2010-commencing-socio-economic-duty

https://gov.wales/written-statement-more-equal-wales-commencing-socio-
economic-duty

The above was NOTED by members.

Email received from One Voice Wales regarding how members of the community can
apply for the bus pass renewal programme.

www.tfw.wales/travelcards or ring 0300 303 4240.

The above was NOTED by members.

Email received from One Voice Wales regarding The Welsh Index of Multiple Deprivation
(WIMD) 20109.

The publication comprises reports and guidance, interactive maps and area profiles, and
data.

For any queries, please contact stats.inclusion@gov.wales or 0300 025 4088

The above was NOTED by members.
Email received regarding the 2020/21 Police Precept Consultation.

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/[DPPPrecept

The above was NOTED by members.

Email received from Carmarthenshire County Council regarding Section 106 funds held
by then for the ongoing maintenance of Maesquarre Road playground.

The above was NOTED by members.

Email received One Voice Wales regarding Connecting Communities in Wales
Newsletter.

www.ctauk.org

The above was NOTED by members.

9. Planning Matters

a. E/39916 — Change of use of the garage to a play room at 28 Parc Nant Y Felin SA18 2JZ

— No objections as there is off road parking.

b. E/39867 — Provision of a concrete hardstanding/off road parking area at 36 Colonel Road

SA18 2HP — No objections
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10.

11.

c. E/37271 — Land off SA18 2HP - Clerk informed members that the appeal from members
had been sent to the planning inspectorate.gov.uk.

RESOLVED the Clerk informs CCC regarding the discussions on the above planning matters
including comments regarding the local development plan.

Payment of Accounts/Donations/Funding Request/Internal/External Audit
New contract issued for the Clerk’s increase in hours signed by Chair and Clerk.

Clerk informed members VAT refund for 1/4/17 — 31/3/18 has been claimed and documents sent
to HMRC.

10a Payment of Accounts

1. Clerks Income Tax/NI/Emp NI £ 198.30
2. Clerks Salary and Allowances £ 702.83
3. Postage Costs £ 3.18

10b Donations/Funding Requests
None received.
Reports

11.1 Clir J Davies brought up concerns voiced to her from a member of the community who has
had issues with a shed to house a quad bike. This had previously been approved by the
Community Council during early 2019, the non-permanent building was erected, due to a
neighbour complaint it has been removed. The quad is required by the person as they are
disabled.

RESOLVED ClIr J Davies to forward details to Clir B Jones to speak with Carmarthenshire
County Council regarding the issue.

11.2 ClIr Richards informed members that the telephone kiosk on Colonel Road was removed
on 8" December see point 8.1 above as this discussion began in July this year regarding
adopting/removal of the kiosks due to limited usage.

12.Exempt Reports

Update regarding Betws RFC.

Meeting closed at 20:45.
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