BETWS COMMUNITY COUNCIL

The monthly meeting of Betws Community Council was held at Capel Newydd Vestry, Betws
on Wednesday the 13" February 2019 at 7.00 pm.

PRESENT: ClIr. Loreen Lewis (Chairperson), ClIrs. Annette Price, Wendy Haines, Betsan
Jones, Lucy Jones, Delyth Richards, Maldwyn John, Jose Picouto, Shireen Davies, Janet
Davies.

County Councillor: Betsan Jones

1. APOLOGIES. Councillor Alex Davies and Nolene Morgan

2. DECLARATION BY MEMBERS OF PECUNIARY AND NON PECUNIARY INTERESTS

None

3. INTRODUCE THE NEW CLERK AND COUNCILLOR

The Chair introduced and welcomed the new Clerk Angela Brown and Councillor Jose
Picouto to the meeting.

4. TO CONFIRM AND SIGN THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 9t
JANUARY 20109.

After a lengthy discussion regarding the style and content and the new Councillor asking for
clarification on some of the content, it was decided as a collective that as there had been
no Clerk present at the previous meeting the minutes would not be uploaded to the website.
Going forward future minutes would be presented in the layout and style of the Clerk who
held the position prior to the Clerk who recently departed.

5. DYEFED POWYS POLICE

No one present

CRIME FIGURES FOR JANUARY 2019

Assault = Criminal Damage = Drugs Offences = Burglary =
Thefts = Auto. Crime = Misc. =
Total Monthly Crimes Reported =

6. COUNTY COUNCILLORS REPORT

6.1 County Councillor Betsan Jones informed members that she had received concerns from
a member of the community regarding speeding cars on Betws Road going to Mardy

and near Maes Y Berllan. There had been 2 near miss incident where someone could have
been seriously hurt. A discussion ensued regarding the ongoing concerns involving the road
being too narrow for a pavement and the local landowner being unwilling to sell any land for
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7.

a pavement, safer routes to schools’ grants, a blind bend near Park Penrhiw, double parking
issues, issues also at Park Street, the Square and on Colonel Road. Foundry Road zebra
crossing.

RESOLVED Betsan Jones and Lucy Jones to forward emails to the Clerk for information
regarding the issues.

RESOLVED Clerk to send letter to the Highways Department

6.2 Members were informed that there is a consultation regarding double yellow lines being
placed on the corner near Heol Y Felin, Colonel Road and along to where the park is.

6.3 Members were informed that the First Phase of the new Local Development Plan (LDP)
2018 - 2033 plan is out and that it is where local landowners request that their land be
considered as a candidate site for a change from agricultural to residential use/development.
1,000 sites are being considered across the whole of Carmarthenshire, some will be
rejected, sites will be visited from now as the window for objections closed at 5pm on Friday
8" February 2019. In December 2019 objections can be made again by the community, after
this and ultimately it is the Welsh Government that decides which sites can be incorporated
into the LDP. Once a site is placed into the LDP then the next stage would be for a planning
application to be made for development on the site, objections can be made at this stage
also. The proposed candidate sites were discussed. The Chair informed members that the
Clerk had received 2 emails from members of the community regarding their objections to
the proposed LDP candidate sites. The Clerk liaised with the Chair and the Clerk sent an
email regarding objections to the proposed LDP candidate sites to the Carmarthenshire
County Council's Forward Planning Department as the closing date was 5pm on Friday 8t
February 2019 which was before this meeting. The Clerk read the email that had been sent.
to the members.

CORRESPONDENCE.

The Clerk informed members that there was a total of 109 emails that needed to be read as
they had not been opened since 28" December 2018 until 15t February 2019 as there had
been no Clerk in post.

The following correspondence was acknowledged and the contents NOTED.

1. Carmarthenshire Celebration of Culture Awards 2019 — nominations open.
2.

Carmarthenshire Forward Planning/LDP — Call for Gypsy and Traveller Sites — Consultation
period for site suggestions for 10 weeks from 28" January 2019 — 2pm 8™ April 2019.

3. Recycling Consultation 215t January 2019 — 15t March 2019.
4.

Play Sufficiency Assessment questionnaires for Carmarthenshire Town and Community
Councils — List including name, address and postcode required by Friday 8" February
2019.

Mapping of Community Assets (Public Sector Land and Property Ownership) in
Carmarthenshire — originally sent out in May 2018.

Audience required for the Jonathan programme at 6:15pm on Monday 25" February 2019
at Yr Egin, Carmarthen — Free tickets and drinks at the bar, it is a 16+ event.

Amman and Gwendraeth Valley Health Drop-in Events — Cwmaman Community Centre 3-
6pm Wednesday 20" February 2019, Penygroes Gate and District Hall 3-6pm Tuesday 5"
March 2019, Black Mountain Centre, Brynaman 3- 6pm Tuesday 12" March 2019 and
Cross Hands Working Men’s Club 3-6pm Thursday 7t March.
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8. Climate Change, Environment and Rural Affairs Committee Allotments enquiry regarding
Community growing comments to SeneddCCERA@assembly.wales by Friday 15t March
2019.

RESOLVED Clerk to contact relevant parties to explain why no replies have been given
and to ask for more time where possible to respond to the requests.

9. PLANNING MATTERS.

The Chair informed members that emails regarding the LDP had been forwarded to Betws
Community Council at 11:47 12" December 2018 and prior to this a notice had been emailed
on 30" July 2018 by Rachel Jones. Clerk informed that an email for Pembrokeshire LDP had
been found on the account however nothing regarding Carmarthenshire LDP.

RESOLVED Clerk to forward planning applications email received weekly to members for their
perusal. The two members who are not on email Annette Price and Maldwyn John the
information to be posted. Members would then be informed and able to put forward
objections/no objections.

Discussion regarding a Local Surgery being held and who to conduct and when, better
processes/communication need to be in place where information can be shared with the local
community. Once decided a letter will be drafted to go to Rachel Jones and a notice placed in
Betws News.

Discussion regarding January 2019 planning applications.

PLANNING APPLICATION CONSULTATIONS

7" February 2019

E/38398 — Land at the rear of 16-20, 24-30 Betws Road, Ammanford

Proposed demolition of dwelling and garage at No 20 Betws Road to form entrance road to
comply with consent E/25170.

Griffiths Bwtrimawr.

12t February 2019
E/38377 — Land to the north of Ty Coch, Maesquarre Road,Ammanford SA18 2HQ

2 no pairs of semi-detached, 3 bedroom residential properties.
Mr D Davies.

The above applications were NOTED.

10. PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS/DONATIONS/FUNDING REQUESTS

10a. ACCOUNTS

1. Wrenvale £ 54.00
2. Wrenvale - Qtr 3 £3,600.00
3. One Voice Wales Membership 2019/2020 £ 329.00
4. National Association of Local Councils £ 19.99
5. SSE Contracting Ltd — Christmas Tree Lights £ 641.65
6. Parks & Play - Heol Y Felin - Qtr 3 £ 561.60
7. Action Surveillance CCTV Ltd £ 96.00
8. Stationery £ 25.00
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RESOLVED that the above be paid

10b DONATIONS/FUNDING REQUESTS

1.

11.

12.

13.

Donation request by Student who will be volunteering for a project in Uganda for East
African Playgrounds Charity.

RESOLVED Clerk to reply - no donation to be sent.
Funding request by Menter Bro Dinefwr.
RESOLVED Clerk to request Balance Sheet.

Request by member regarding ideas to improve community — Where funding can be
obtained for acquiring another defibrillator.

RESOLVED Jose Picouto to seek out funding possibilities.
REPORTS

11a. Councillor Betsan Jones informed members that the Town and Community Council
Report was out (how they run Councils).

11b. Councillor Wendy Haines asking about maintenance of footpaths — Complaint
received regarding gate removed at SR/004/022 LDP candidate site. Limited cover with
rangers within Carmarthenshire.

RESOLVED Clir Haines to email County Councillor Jones regarding the complaint.

11c. Councillor Shireen Davies expressed safety concerns over an ongoing issue at Touts
Garage including that there is no barrier between the forecourt and the fast-flowing river
Amman.

RESOLVED Clerk to write letter regarding the health and safety issues.

11d. The Good Councillor Guide by Welsh Government discussion regarding some
members having copies.

RESOLVED Clerk to obtain/photocopy copies for members.

COURSES FOR NEW CLERK

Request by new clerk for membership and training (2 courses in total Introduction and
Cilca) from Society of Local Council Clerks (SLCC).

RESOLVED that the above be paid.

ANY OTHER BUSINESS
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None

14. EXEMPT REPORTS

None

Meeting Closed at 9pm.
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