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BETWS COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
 
The monthly meeting of Betws Community Council was held at Capel Newydd Vestry, Betws on 
Wednesday the 10th July 2019 at 6.30 pm. 
 
PRESENT: Cllr. Loreen Lewis (Chairperson), Cllrs.  Lucy Jones, Maldwyn John, Delyth Richards, 
Annette Price, Lynwen Phillips 
 
County Councillor: Not present. 
 
Clerk - Miss Angela Brown  

 
1. PUBLIC QUESTIONS/REPRESENTATIONS  
 
1 member of the public present. 
 
2. WELCOME A NEW COUNCILLOR AND APOLOGIES 
 
The Chair welcomed the new Councillor Lynwen Phillips to the meeting and Community Council. 
 
Apologies received from County and Community Councillor Betsan Jones, Councillors Jose Picouto, 
Nolene Morgan, Wendy Haines, Janet Davies and Alex Davies. 
 
3. DECLARATION BY MEMBERS OF PECUNIARY AND NON PECUNIARY INTERESTS 
None 
 
The clerk provided the Councillors with forms to complete in order to have an up to date register of 
members interests. 
 
RESOLVED the Clerk to email the forms to all Councillors. 
 
4. TO CONFIRM AND SIGN THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 12th JUNE 
2019. 
 

Councillor Annette Price proposed and Councillor Delyth Richards seconded, that the minutes of the 
monthly meeting held on Wednesday 12th June 2019 be confirmed and signed by the Chairperson. 
 
5.   DYFED POWYS POLICE 
 
      PCSO 8039 Arwyn Rees attended. 
 
      CRIME FIGURES FOR JUNE 2019 
 
Assault =       Criminal Damage = 2  at Heol Y Felin Playground Graffiti and See Saw damage           
 
Drugs Offences = 1 at Betws Mountain   
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Burglary =    Shoplift =  Thefts =   Auto. Crime =      Misc. = 
 
Total Monthly Crimes Reported = 3 
 
 
 
 
6. COUNTY COUNCILLORS REPORT 

 
County Councillor not present. 

 
         
7. MATTERS ARISING  

 
7.1 The Chair informed members that Betws In Bloom posters had been placed on the 
community noticeboards and at the local hairdresser’s shop. A notice had also been 
placed in the South Wales Guardian under Betws News. 
 
7.2 The Chair will cancel the Vestry as an uncontested new councillor was now in post and voting 
is not required. 
 
7.3 The Chair informed members that the Summer School Fair was cancelled and 
would not be held at a later date. 
 
7.4 The Chair informed members that she was waiting for a reply from Mr Whitehouse 
regarding the Life Buoy. 
 
RESOLVED the Clerk to chase. 
 
7.5 Councillor Price brought up the damage at Heol Y Felin Playground which is being 
caused by youths who are attending 6th form parties although they are not being sold 
alcohol at the venues, they are obtaining alcohol which they are drinking beforehand. 
PCSO 8039 Rees informed members that alcohol can be drunk at home when 10 plus 
years of age and it is not against the law. He also informed members that alcohol is 
regularly being confiscated from under 18’s. A discussion ensued regarding the recent 
damage at the playground being caused by 3 local children who are all under the age of 
10. 
 
7.6 The Chair brought up issues regarding joy riders on Maesquarre Road 9 -11pm on a 
Saturday night. A general discussion ensued regarding anti-social behaviour of youths 
in various areas within the ward such as some walking slowly across the roads in front 
of oncoming traffic, littering, swearing in front of young children, branches being broken 
in the parks and playground areas, anti-social behaviour in the cricket area. PSCO 8039 
Rees told members that the best evidence is video evidence of the offenders. Warnings 
and ASB orders are instigated appropriately. 
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PCSO 8039 Rees left the meeting at 19:20. 
 
 
7.7 Following on from last month’s point 7.8 in Correspondence a discussion regarding 
TPO’s of trees in the area – The county Council have a map that shows where all the 
TPO trees are in the area.  The old oak on the black path which is near Maes Y Betws 
farm will be entered into the Wales Tree of the Year competition as the American oak 
has died, the Yew trees in the Church – their girth needs to be measured unsure of their 
age or if they have TPO’s on them. 
 
RESOLVED Clerk to contact the County Council regarding the yew trees status. 
 
7.8 Forms re-distributed to Councillors regarding the Independent Remuneration Panel 
allowances in order for them to either Opt out or complete their details as the allowance 
is taxable. These were returned to the Clerk by Cllr’s John, Phillips and Picouto who 
had posted his form to the Clerk. 
 

8. CORRESPONDENCE. 
 
The following correspondence were acknowledged and the contents NOTED. 
 
8.1 Email received regarding the footpaths being overgrown a discussion ensued informing that the 
Ammanford Ramblers group take a cryman with them in order to trim back any overhanging branches 
they find on the paths they walk which saves the local rangers as they are short staffed and cover a 
large area. This may be something that the Betws Wanderers walking group could do? 

 
8.2 Discussion regarding the regular checks on the playgrounds and the maintenance of the 
equipment. Councillor Richards stated that the see saw was made safe as a new plastic seat would 
cost £70. 

 
8.3 Reply from Carmarthenshire County Council Traffic Management department regarding the 
issues brought up by a member of the public in the June meeting. They informed that they have 
previously placed an ‘unsuitable for HGV’ sign at the top end of Argoed Road near its junction with 
the road leading to Betws Mountain, however, it was not feasible to place and additional sign at the 
bottom of Argoed Road as it appears the land on which the sign could safely be accommodated was 
not owned by the Highway Authority. They also informed that they will monitor the parking practices 
outside the Heol Y Felin playground and will contact us with their findings in due course. 

 
8.4 Email received from a member of the community regarding youngsters driving up through Ffordd 
Y Glowyr and using/dealing drugs in the area near LBS/TRJ. 
 
8.5 Email received from Ammanford Foodbank regarding marked their 6th Birthday on 31st May and 
fed their 9000th client on Friday 24th May. They also thanked their supporters and on Friday 21st June 
they have now been the recipient of over 90 tonnes of donated food. Cllr Price informed members 
that it is not only food that is needed but also female personal hygiene products. 
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8.6 Correspondence received regarding Hywel Dda Healthboard proposing to develop West Wales 
General Hospital (Glangwili) in Carmarthen as the interim Trauma Unit in the years leading up to the 
building of the new Urgent Planned Care Hospital. More information regarding this can be found on 
www.hywelddahb.wales.nhs.uk/traumaservices  
 
8.7 The Clerk informed members of an article she’d read in the SLCC magazine regarding documents 
that should be on the community council website, this will be addressed as part of the necessity to up 
date the website as mentioned in point 7.6 in Correspondence in June’s minutes which needs to be 
actioned by 23rd September 2020. 
 
8.8 Email received via OVW regarding ‘Is there a tree in your community you would like to 
champion?’ Could it use some ‘Tree-L-C’ in terms of a £1,000 tree care grant? Nominations are open 
until 19th July 2019 and there will be a public vote in the Autumn. The Woodland Trust (Coed Cadw) 
is currently organising a Wales Tree of the Year competition. 
 
Discussion regarding the ‘Oak’ tree on the Black Path which is on the Public Footpath near Ffordd 
Maes Y Bedw Lane. Cllr Price asked about the ‘Yew’ tree that is in Betws Church, Betws Road. Cllr 
Price wants to know the age of the yew tree and asked if it had a TPO on it. 
 
RESOLVED the Clerk to make enquiries regarding the Yew tree, members of the Community to be 
asked about the Oak. 
 
8.9 Correspondence received regarding the County Council’s Community Council Lighting Project, a 
discussion ensued regarding the change of the lighting within the community and that a loan to fund 
this which was repayable over a number of years. The Chair asked a question regarding being able to 
have Nadolig Llawen at the entrance to Betws which was previously not allowed as metal posts were 
required and the posts were wooden telegraph poles. Cllr Price asked regarding using Solar which is 
a sustainable option for lighting. It was proposed by Cllr Lucy Jones and seconded by Cllr Lynwen 
Phillips that the community council take part in the Community Lighting Project. 
 
RESOLVED that the Clerk email the County Council regarding the Lighting Project and ask the 
questions brought up by the councillors. 

 
9. PLANNING MATTERS –  
 
    a. E/38960    – Double Storey extension at Gallant cottage on Colonel Road 
    b. E/37976   - Appeal – land at rear of 90 and 92 Colonel Road 
 
RESOLVED the Clerk to inform CCC planning department of the discussion regarding the above 
applications. 
     
 
10. PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS/DONATIONS/FUNDING REQUESTS/INTERNAL AUDIT 

 
10a. ACCOUNTS 
1. Clerks Income Tax/NI/Emp NI      £ 230.22  

http://www.hywelddahb.wales.nhs.uk/traumaservices
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2. Clerks Salary and Allowances    £ 760.22 
3. Postage Costs     £   12.02 
4. Zurich Municipal Insurance (Annual Renewal) £1162.85 
5. Wrenvale Nurseries & Landscapes            £3798.00 
6. Wrenvale Nurseries & Landscapes            £    72.00 
 
RESOLVED that the above be paid also that the Clerk’s pay for July be authorised by the Chair which 
was proposed by Cllr Price and seconded by Cllr Lucy Jones. 
 
10b DONATIONS/FUNDING REQUESTS 
 
None received. 

 
10c AUDIT 
 
Awaiting External Audit results. 
 
11. REPORTS 
 

11a. The clerk reminded those present of the Code of Conduct training on Tuesday 16th July at 6 
– 8:30 pm at County Hall in Carmarthen. 
 
11b. Cllr Lucy Jones asked about being approached by a lady who wants to help with litter picking 
etc at the parks/playgrounds. The Chair stated that there are rules and regulations regarding 
insurance cover, only 6 volunteers at a time allowed. 
 
RESOLVED the Clerk find out about Volunteers helping in the parks/playgrounds and what they 
can and can’t do/how many etc.  
 
11c. Cllr Phillips proposed that the Facebook page - Save Your Park be updated with the fact that 
it was now leased by Betws Community Council from Carmarthenshire County Council and then 
to close the Facebook page. This was agreed by members. 
 
11d. Cllr Price informed members of attending the National Botanical Garden of Wales for a 
Managing Green Spaces course where it encouraged biodiversity in Community Green Spaces 
which helps the wildlife and native plants as well as helps to reduce the costs of maintenance.  
Examples such as leaving some areas with longer grass and merely mowing pathways and/or a 
maze like pattern, leaving the grass longer under trees to their ‘drip line’, cutting some of the grass 
at a higher level to allow plants to flower, leaving a wide verge and scalloping edges such as 
along the river in Betws park. Some parks have Bee Caves which are safe for the public and help 
the bees. Betws Park will be put forward for the Green Flag award next year and all the above 
helps with gaining this award along with working with local schools/colleges in making bug hotels, 
bird boxes, hedgehog boxes etc. 
Most Community parks have the same issues with litter, dog mess, bottles and plastic cups etc. 
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There is a NESTA programme for grants for river walkways and encouraging wildlife as well as for 
funding for sensory projects, Welsh Environment Trust (WET). Grants are not available for the 
upkeep or maintenance of parks/playgrounds/greenspaces etc. Grants are becoming increasingly 
difficult to obtain for projects and are only available for new projects. 
 
Ideas other parks have done include bikes for buddy’s, volunteers selling plants, a BBQ area – 
which may be an idea for the old Tennis Courts as there are no grants for Ball Game ventures, 
Refreshment kiosks.  
 
All Community Councils need to consult with their Community by conducting a survey to gauge 
what their community want in their green spaces. 
 
11e Cllr Richards stated that there were 4 letters missing on the Alphabet piece of equipment in 
Heol Y Felin playground.  
 
RESOLVED Clerk to chase Parks and Play Contractor. 
 
11f Cllr Price wanted the password in order to view the CCTV which covers Heol Y Felin 
Playground regarding the ongoing criminal damage issues. 
 
11g Cllr Price wants an emergency site meeting regarding having yellow lines at Heol Y Felin 
however this issue is being monitored by Carmarthenshire County Council see point 8.3 above in 
Correspondence. 
 

12. ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
 
None 
 
Member of public asked to leave in order to discuss an issue which is in the early stages of 
litigation. 
 

13. EXEMPT REPORTS 
 
Discussion regarding an ongoing issue of non-payment of rent by the RFC ensued, this money is 
used by the Community Council on the upkeep of the Heol Y Felin playground and the car park 
adjacent to the RFC rather than it being taken from their only other income which comes from the 
precept (each residents portion of their Council Tax payment). Cllr Lucy Jones to email the Clerk 
with questions she has for the Solicitor which can be raised at next contact.  
 
Meeting Closed at 9:20pm. 
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