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BETWS COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
 
The monthly meeting of Betws Community Council was held at Capel Newydd Vestry, Betws on 
Wednesday the 11th September 2019 at 7.00 pm. 
 
PRESENT: Cllr. Loreen Lewis (Chairperson), Cllrs.  Lucy Jones, Maldwyn John, Delyth Richards,  
Lynwen Phillips, Janet Davies, Alex Davies, Nolene Morgan, Betsan Jones. 
 
County Councillor: Betsan Jones 
 
Clerk - Miss Angela Brown  
 
1. Public Questions/Representations 

 
No one present 
 

2. Address by the Chair 
 
Welcome back, hope you enjoyed the summer break. 
 
We as a Council are a group of people who come together to try and solve the problems of the 
area. No one Councillor can make a decision it has to come in front of everyone. 
 

3. Apologies 
 
Cllrs Jose Picouto, Wendy Haines and Cllr Price would be arriving later. 
 

4. Declaration by Members of Pecuniary and Non-Pecuniary Interests 
 
None 
 

5. To Confirm and Sign the Minutes of the Meeting Held on Wednesday 10th July 2019  
 
A change to the wording in 8.1 required to clarify. 
 
Councillor Richards proposed and Councillor John seconded, that the minutes of the monthly 
meeting held on Wednesday 10th July 2019 be confirmed and signed by the Chairperson. 
 

6. Dyfed Powys Police 
 

Crime Figures for August 2019 – No one attended 
 
Assault =       Criminal Damage =           Drugs Offences =    
 
Burglary =    Shoplift =  Thefts =   Auto. Crime =      Misc. = 
 
Total Monthly Crimes Reported =  
 
7. County Councillors Report 
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7.1 Cllr Jones informed members that she had been contacted by a member of public 
regarding a wall that is eroding near Maes Y Betws Farm and a stream – Nant Y Ffin. She 
was informed that the footpath is at risk of falling into the stream. It is not only a footpath 
but access to the farm as well. Cllr Jones had a site meeting with CCC Highways dept, 
Footpath managers in attendance. Cllr Jones was told that if Betws Community Council 
can show that the footpath is used by residents which is known locally as the Black path 
then the County Council would contribute towards the underpinning that is required to 
make it safe. They have received a quote of £2940 for the work required. 
 
RESOLVED that the Clerk email two people regarding the use of the footpath, Cllr Jones 
will forward their contact details. 
 
Cllr J Davies informed members that a footpath from Mardy Road to Bryn Cam Farm and 
then leads to Argoed Road is overgrown – almost impassable. 
 
RESOLVED Clerk to email the Rangers regarding the overgrown footpath. 
 

7.2 Cllr Jones informed members that there would be a consultation regarding the placement 
of speed humps within Betws at two locations one being opposite the Coopers Arms and 
the other adjacent to St David’s Church. There are also two speed humps being sited in 
Ammanford one between the access to Ammanford Leisure Centre and Ammanford Park 
entrance and the second is adjacent to Bro Banw School. The Clerk had details of this in 
correspondence and the map was circulated in order that members could see the 
locations. Copies were handed to Cllr J Davies in order that the consultation information 
and maps would be placed on the two noticeboards within Betws so that members of the 
community can be informed.  
 

7.3 Cllr Jones also informed members that from 7th October 2019 there will be a number of 
changes being made which will affect bin collections and recycling centres.  
 
Bin collection changes 
The maximum number of black bags that residents will be able to put out for collection 
per fortnight will be three. 
There is no limit on the quantity of blue bags which are collected fortnightly and the food 
waste is collected weekly.  
The more you recycle the less black bag rubbish you will have. On average almost half of 
the contents of black bags in Carmarthenshire are recyclable and as much as a quarter 
of it is food waste. 
Large families of six or more, families that have children in nappies and households that 
produce coal ash waste from indoor fireplaces will be able to apply for additional bags if 
they need it. 
If residents need a replacement brown caddy or green bin they can pick one up from one 
of the Hubs or the council offices in Llandeilo, which will be the quicker or they can order 
them online. 
To help residents recycle their food waste more easily, three rolls of food bin liners and 
blue bags will be delivered between October and March. Enter your postcode to check 
the online delivery tracker to see when yours will be delivered.  
 
Recycling Centres 
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Residents attending the recycling centres will be asked to separate any 
recyclable items from non-recyclable items before they arrive. All black bags 
will be opened and if they contain any items that can be recycled they will 
have to be sorted on site. 
The aim of these changes is to help Carmarthenshire increase its recycling 
rate. 
Currently 58% of our rubbish is being recycled the target that needs to be 
reached by the end of the financial year is 64% or the County Council will 
receive a large financial penalty from the Welsh Government.  
 
Cllr L Jones informed members that Carmarthenshire do not take recyclable 
nappies but that a company in Capel Hendre does. A discussion ensued 
regarding yellow bags and nappies. Cllr Morgan informed members of the use 
of yellow bags. 
 

8. Matters Arising 
 
8.1 Cllr Morgan asked if there would be speed humps on Colonel Road due to the speeding cars.  
 
Cllr J Davies informed members that a bus had been unable to get through on Colonel Road as 
the road had been blocked by a parked car. The driver had to wait some time for the owner to 
be located and for it to be moved – the driver had time for a cup of tea in the time it took. 
 
RESOLVED the Clerk to email Carmarthenshire County Council regarding the above issues. 
 
8.2 Cllr B Jones informed members that Colin Evans a Labour candidate for Pontamman had 
now moved over to Plaid Cymru giving the party a majority in their coalition with the 
Independents. 
 
8.3  Cllr Lewis informed members that the presentation for the Betws In Bloom competition held 
earlier in the summer will be held in the Vestry at Capel Newydd at 14:00 on Monday 16th 
September 2019. A suggestion regarding South Wales Guardian attending to promote this and 
it was RESOLVED that the Clerk contact them to see if they can attend to take photographs etc 
 
8.4 Cllr B Jones informed members that she had been approached by members of the 
community regarding issues with Japanese Knotweed growing along and behind the railings 
opposite Rice Street, this is a part of Betws Park. Discussion/concerns over it devaluing the 
property nearby, making it difficult to sell and/or obtain a mortgage. 
 
RESOLVED the Clerk to contact the contractor in order to make him aware and to get advice on 
how to eradicate this in a management plan. 
 
Cllr Phillips informed members that the steps in Betws Park are eroding these are near Pentwyn 
Road. 
 
RESOLVED the Clerk to contact the contractor regarding this. 
 
8.5 Cllr B Jones informed members that there is £2,000 available for each park to draw down on 
from Carmarthenshire County Council. 
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RESOLVED the Clerk to contact CCC regarding this. 
 
19:30 Cllr Price arrives. 
 

9. Correspondence 
 
9.1 The Clerk informed members of the results of the latest inspection which she had received 

from the Parks and Play contractor which include that the Crazy scrambler M130P needs 
monitoring regarding corrosion to the paint work on the main body. Warranty needs 
checking ref paint work Clerk to ring Kompan regarding this and the plastic seat top. 
The contractor had a call out on 2 July regarding damage caused to the springer seat top 
and he made a temporarily repair to the seat on the day.  

 
 
Cllr Price stated that the seat had not been changed around. 
 
RESOLVED the Clerk to check with contractor regarding the springer seat top and to 
make enquiries regarding the paintwork warranty. 
 

9.2 The Clerk informed members that she had entered the Old Oak into the Woodland Trust 
2019 Tree of the Year competition. They would be in touch before voting opens in 
September if shortlisted however no correspondence has been received to date. 
  

9.3 The Clerk informed members regarding the proposed public payphone removals by BT 
they are offering communities to adopt however as they are not Red boxes members felt 
that this was worth doing. The payphone on Colonel Road only had 4 calls made in last 
12 months and the one in Maes Y Berllan had 23 calls made from it. 
 
RESOLVED the Clerk to inform CCC regarding this. 
 

9.4 The Clerk informed members that a £100 donation towards the new Life Buoy Cabinet 
had been received from Brodyr Griffiths. Other businesses in the village were approached 
but no other donations were received. TRJ would make a cabinet if they had plans to work 
to. RESOLVED Clerk to contact CWSP regarding this and the CCTV camera that was 
proposed. 
 
Discussion ensued regarding the current Life buoy holder and the issues of the life buoy 
being continually removed. Cllr L Jones suggested that a sign be placed stating that due 
to vandalism there is no life buoy and use of the park is at your own risk, until we find a 
long-term solution to the problem. Cllr Phillips stated that there could be grants from 
community safety and she will enquire regarding this. Siting of a second life buoy holder 
was discussed near Toutts garage Cllr Phillips and Cllr L Jones volunteered to do the 
Tesco Application for funding. Cllr A Davies stated that putting a life buoy near the garage 
and that it has CCTV may discourage vandalism. 
 
RESOLVED Cllrs Phillips and L Jones will complete funding application and Cllr Phillips 
will seek funding via Community Safety. RESOLVED the Clerk to enquire with CCC 
regarding siting a second cabinet. 
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9.5 The Clerk informed members regarding the procedures of Casual By-Elections for 
Town/Community Councils. 
The above information was NOTED by members. 
 

9.6 Cllr Price informed members that there were a lot of bottles in a corner of Betws Park 
behind the memorial gardens where the benches are situated a discussion ensued 
regarding Llanelli Peoples park being a no alcohol zone. RESOLVED Clerk to enquire 
about this for Betws Park. Also, regarding the bins being full by Cllr B Jones, the contractor 
has previously been asked to empty twice per week. Cllr Richards stated that bottles were 
also littering the river bank. 
RESOLVED Clerk to inform Contractor that the bins need emptying twice a week and 
clearing bottles. 
 

9.7 The Clerk informed members regarding the Revised Model Financial Regulations. 
The above was NOTED by members. 
 

9.8 The Clerk asked members whether anyone had completed the Survey regarding Rural 
Transport which was circulated by CCC on behalf of Carmarthenshire Energy this closed 
on 2 Sept. Cllrs Lewis, B Jones, L Jones, J Davies and Morgan had completed it. 
 

9.9 The Clerk informed members of an invitation by the Mayor of Carmarthen to take part in 
a short ceremony in raising the World Peace banner on 21 September 2019 at 12 Noon 
at Guildhall Square, Carmarthen. 
 
This was NOTED by members. 
 

9.10 Correspondence received from one member of the community regarding a broken gate 
on one of the footpaths, email sent to the rangers and this has been mended and 
regarding weeds in the Memorial garden at Betws Park, contractor contacted and 
concerns over the Tennis Court. Also 2 Freedom of Information requests received which 
have been actioned regarding RFC. 
 
This was NOTED by members. 
 

9.11 Information regarding a match funding competition by Kompan was given to members via 
email and it was proposed by Cllr Morgan and seconded by Cllr B Jones that Cllr L Jones 
enters on behalf of the Community Council. 
 

9.12 Members were informed of the Environment Wales Act 2016 regarding Section 6 where 
public authorities including Town and Community Councils must prepare and publish a 
plan which setting out what it proposes to do to comply with the duty to Maintain and 
Enhance Biodiversity within their current work areas. 
 
This was NOTED by members and a subcommittee may be set up once the Clerk finds 
out if there is a deadline to submit the plan/draft document. RESOLVED Clerk to find out 
more information regarding this.  
 
 

Councillor John and Price leave 21:05. 
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10. Planning Matters 
 

a. E/39168 – Change of use from Western Shooting Supplies to a Community Kitchen Food 
Business at 2 Ffordd YGlowyr 

b. E/39376 – 1.  Appeal regarding the demolition of derelict and underused farm buildings 
and erection of a Dormer Bungalow 2. Outline Planning Permission for construction of a 
dwelling (Dormer Bungalow) on land adjacent to 90 Colonel Road, Betws. 

c. E/39263 – Livestock building to be erected at Land adjacent to Bwlch Y Mynydd, Betws 
 
RESOLVED the Clerk informs CCC regarding the discussions on the above planning matters. 
 

11. Payment of Accounts/Donations/Funding Request/Internal/External Audit 
 
11a Payment of Accounts 
       July  August 
 

1. Clerks Income Tax/NI/Emp NI    £128.80 £117.00 
2. Clerks Salary and Allowances  £575.00 £507.44 
3. Postage Costs      £    3.00 
4. Stationery Costs    £  66.14 £  12.00 
5. Donald Owen – Payroll Costs    £  72.00 
6. Orchardweb        £  40.00 
7. Capel Newydd Vestry – Meeting Room Hire  £130.00 
8. Parks and Play      £753.60 
9. Betws In Bloom Prizes and Fees    £245.00 

 
11b Donations/Funding Requests 
 

1. Carmarthenshire YFC  
 

A discussion regarding giving donations where it was decided no donations would be given this  
was proposed by Cllr L Jones and seconded by Cllr Morgan. It was RESOLVED that the Clerk 
inform requestor of the outcome decided at the meeting. 
 
11c External Audit 
 
The Auditor General for Wales has issued Betws Community Council an unqualified audit report. 
 
The Clerk informed members that the Auditor General for Wales’ Audit Certificate 
and report had been received, and the only point raised was regarding the fact that 
the Council had not adopted terms of reference for each of its sub-committees during 
2018/19. The Council had correctly answered the question ‘No’ on the Annual 
Governance Statement (Part 2), Assertion 3, and has now confirmed that it is in the 
process of adopting the terms of reference.  In future years, the Council should 
ensure terms of reference are adopted as soon as a Committee is established. 
 
This point will be addressed regarding Terms of Reference being made when new 
sub-committees are formed. A “Notice of Conclusion of Audit” will be displayed on 
the Website.  
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Councillor L Jones proposed and Councillor Morgan seconded that the Annual 
Return be approved and accepted. 
 
11d The Clerk informed members that she had enrolled with the Pensions Regulator 
and also submitted a re-declaration of compliance form to the Pensions Regulator. 
 
11e The Clerk informed members that the second payment for the precept had been 
received. 
 

12. Reports 
 
Cllr J Davies informed members that she had received a complaint from a member of the 
community regarding groundsmen parking/blocking the driveway into Betws Soccer Club which 
would stop emergency vehicles gaining access should it be necessary. PCSO/PC should be 
informed as this is obstruction.  This person had also spoken to County Councillor Jones 
regarding the issue. 
 
Cllr J Davies informed members that there had been a disturbance on Colonel Road at a property 
that is being rented and the police were called 3 x 101 and then 999 call. The disturbance was 
very loud in the early hours and it went down to Foundry Road. The road is also being blocked 
by the tenants of the property. 
 
Cllr J Davies informed members that she has received several complaints regarding the bottle 
neck in Colonel Road and other bottle necks within Betws such as Tylybob to Trefforest, 
Maesquarre Road and the Top of Betws down. They are concerned with any new planning 
applications being submitted in that area at the Top of Betws which is currently agricultural land 
as any more housing would exacerbate the bottle necks and traffic issues that are already 
prevalent in the village. 
 
Cllr Lewis informed members that Manor Road Audit Training Centre Clients would be attending 
at Betws Park to litter pick and may help the contractor has informed Cllr Lewis that they may 
help plant daffodil bulbs which is a task that he needs to do in the park. 
 
Cllr Lewis informed members that the man with the van who has been obstructing at Heol Y Felin 
playground works on the oil rigs so has no mobility issues and that the van has now gone. 
 
Cllr Phillips asked if there had been an update on the Meeting held regarding substance misuse 
near LBS. It was RESOLVED that Cllr Phillips will contact those present at the meeting which 
she attended in order to gain an update. 
 
Cllr L Jones clarified that the volunteers in point 11b of July’s Meeting regarding Maesquarre 
Playground that they would merely litter pick or clean the equipment if found to be dirty with mops 
and buckets and nothing else would be done. After a discussion it was RESOLVED that the 
Clerk contact the two contractors involved with the parks and playgrounds to ensure that they 
are carrying out regular tasks as they do at Heol Y Felin playground. 
 

13. Exempt Reports 
Discussion regarding Betws RFC. 
 
Meeting closed at 21:40. 
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