
 

Betws Community Council                                             Page    1                                                        Cyngor Cymuned y Betws  

 

BETWS COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
 
The monthly meeting of Betws Community Council was held virtually on Skype on Wednesday the 
9th December 2020 at 7.00 pm.  
The meeting was held on a remote basis in accordance with the provisions of the Local Authorities 
(Coronavirus) (Meetings) (Wales) Regulations 2020. 
 
PRESENT: Cllrs. Betsan Jones (Chairperson), Delyth Richards, Andrew Megrath, Loreen Lewis and 
Annette Price, Lynwen Phillips, Jose Picouto, Lucy Jones. 
 
County Councillor: Betsan Jones 
 
Clerk - Miss Angela Brown  
 
1. Clerks Contract and Salary uplift (see copy of relevant section of Clerks contract 

regarding Salary scale and OVW information including the Nationally agreed hourly rate 
increases to be backdated to April 2020) and Clerks contracted hours to be discussed. 
 
Once all Councillors were present the Clerk left the meeting and would be telephoned by the 
Chair to return to the meeting once the discussion was over.  
 
The Clerk left the meeting at 19:05.  The Clerk returned to the meeting at 19:35. 
 

a. The Councillors agreed to backdate the NALC 2020-2021 National Salary Award for the 
Clerk to be backdated to 1 April 2020. 

b. The Councillors were unsure of the process regarding the Salary Scale uplift as per Clerk 
contract and it was decided that the Chair would seek clarification from OVW and inform 
the Clerk of the outcome. 

c. The Clerks working hours to be monitored by the Chair and this will be reviewed next 
month. Time sheet to be completed/notify the Chair when contracted hours are exceeded. 

 
2. Apologies 

 
None 
 

3. Declaration by Members of Pecuniary and Non-Pecuniary Interests 
 
None 
 

4. To Confirm and Sign the Minutes of the Annual Meeting Held on Wednesday 11th 

November 2020  
 
Cllr Lewis informed members that the Clerk had removed her from the list of attendees for the 
meeting which was the reason why they joined the Annual Meeting late. The Chair informed 
them that this was not the case and that they had not been removed from the list and that the 
Clerk had the evidence of this. 
 
Cllr Richards wanted an amendment to the wording on page 3 informing members that she and 
Cllrs Lewis and Price did not ‘leave the meeting’ but that there was a ‘general power cut’ which 
caused them to lose their connection. The minutes will be amended accordingly. 
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Councillor Picouto proposed and Councillor Megrath seconded, that the minutes of the Annual 
Meeting held on Wednesday 11th November 2020 be confirmed as correct and signed by the 
Chairperson. 
 

5. Budget Control sheet/payments made and bank account balances. 
 
Cllr Price asked if the budget control sheet could be made bigger the Clerk explained that this 
was how it printed off. Cllr L Jones and Phillips are both able to print out A3 rather than A4 size 
copies for future meetings for those who are unable to see the A4 sized information. 
 
The Clerk clarified some of the total figures in one of the columns as Cllr Price requested. The 
Clerk informed members of the latest bank statement figures. The Clerk informed members that 
the VAT for 2019/2020 had been reclaimed.    
 
The Chair asked members if the Budget Control sheet and financial update was accepted and 
agreed to be correct by members, this was agreed. This was proposed by Cllr Phillips and 
seconded by Cllr L Jones.  
 

6. Discuss Precept for April 2021 to March 2022. 
 
A discussion ensued regarding the costs that are being incurred by the Community Council with 
issues such as the ash die back affecting the trees within Betws Park. The Clerk informed 
members of the quotation for the third stage of tree felling along the riverside which will need to 
take place next year. The second stage of tree felling along Pentwyn Road has already been 
agreed and will take place in the New Year once the ground is less waterlogged in order to 
minimise the damage to the grassy areas. This work incorporates the removal of the old tennis 
court chain link fencing and remedial repair of the tarmacadamed surface. There is also other 
upgrading work within the recreational areas that need doing, and some of the notice/information 
boards also need maintenance. The Clerk informed members that the Precept would need to be 
increased again with the ongoing maintenance costs and improvements that are required in the 
3 recreation areas that they have responsibility for within the village. 
 
The Chair listed the Band D rates of other Community Councils within the Ammanford area with 
Betws being one of the lower Band D rates even with the increase taking place. 
 
It was proposed that the Precept be increased by £5,000. 
 
This was voted on by members with 5 for and 3 members abstaining. The Chair concluded that 
the motion was passed and the precept would be increased by £5,000 for the year 2021/2022. 

 
7. Feedback from Representatives on outside Organisations CAB/Family Centre/School 

Governors etc. 
 
No feedback available regarding the CAB from Cllr Price due to the Corona virus pandemic. 
 
Cllr B Jones informed members that the Family Centre had been working virtually on Zoom and 
had been distributing recipes for families. That the breast-feeding clinic with the midwife had 
been run. By working inside with 3 families and outside with 4 families. 
 
They will be singing Carols at Annwyl Fan this year. 
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Cllr Picouto who is the Chair of the School Governors at Betws Primary School informed 
members that they had not been meeting in person but virtually, some of the Governors are 
doing work which had been highlighted in the Iestyn Report. Cllr Picouto had been discussing 
the recommendations made within the report and they were working on them. Cllr Picouto 
informed members that the school was disappointed that it was unable to become involved with 
the Local Places for Nature Butterfly Project due to the Corona Virus restrictions. 
 
Cllr Price asked about the children who didn’t have computers. Cllr Picouto informed members 
that the School had been given workbooks by the Local Authority to distribute to those children 
that needed them/who didn’t have the facilities at home, all were given electronic help. This was 
done during the first lockdown and no one was left out, they worked from home and the teachers 
had prepared lessons which were given out either in paper or electronic format. Also, the rules 
regarding taking children out of school were relaxed due to the Corona Virus pandemic. 
 
Cllr Price suggested that the Clerk send a letter to the Head Teacher of Betws Primary School 
to thank her and her staff.  RESOLVED the Clerk to do this. 

 
8. Correspondence 

 
a. All Councillors had been sent/given the correspondence received from OVW regarding 

remote meetings. Cllrs Lewis and Price informed members that they are in a ‘bubble’. 
 
The current rule is as follows:- 
 
‘People who you don’t live with cannot come into your home, unless you have formed 
an extended household (or “bubble”) with them (except in very limited circumstances, 
such as tradespeople having to undertake work in your home). Likewise there are 
only very limited circumstances in which you can enter other people’s homes. 

Much of the spread of coronavirus has happened in people’s homes. While some 
people might be able to keep their houses relatively safe for visitors, people inevitably 
behave differently at home. We also cannot check people’s private homes like we can 
check that shops, cafes, workplaces and other public places are following the rules. 
This is why the rules have to be tougher in private homes.’ 

I would suggest that you and the Chairman remind Councillors of this rule as they 
may not be aware of it. 

b. Letter received from a member of the community asking to place a memorial bench 
in Heol Y Felin in memory of Dr Menna Weese. The Clerk had been liaising with 
them, CCC and gave them a list of suppliers to choose a plastic recycled bench. The 
siting of the bench was discussed and they will enlist a local person to install. The 
Clerk read out the correspondence to the members and they were all in agreement 
that this could be done. 
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9. Donations 
 

a. YFC – a discussion ensued with regard to this donation with concerns being made 
regarding the funding. Some members stated that they have been members of the YFC 
but still had concerns. Cllr Price proposed that a figure of £100 be donated to the YFC 
however a vote was held with 3 votes for, 2 abstained and 2 voted against due to concerns 
over the public purse. It was then proposed by the Chair that a donation of £50 be given. 
This was voted on with 4 votes for, 2 abstained and 2 voted against therefore the vote 
was carried. 
 
It was RESOLVED that the Clerk give a £50 Donation to the YFC. 
 

b. Adran Penrhyd – a discussion ensued with regard to this donation with the same concerns 
being raised however this is a local charity. Cllr Price proposed that a figure of £100 be 
donated this was seconded by Cllr Lewis. A vote was held with 6 votes For and 2 
abstaining therefore the vote was carried.  
 
It was RESOLVED that the Clerk give a £100 Donation to Adran Penrhyd. 

 
c. Cemeteries – Donations to Eglwys Dewi Sant and Capel Newydd were discussed and 

agreed that a donation of £200 be paid to each. Cllr Lewis and Price were to obtain the 
banking details and inform the Clerk so that transfers could be made to each. 
 
It was RESOLVED that the Clerk give a Donation of £200 to each once the bank details 
were obtained. 
 

d. Christmas Lighting – a discussion ensued regarding this for both Egwlys Dewi Sant and 
Capel Newydd neither of which had lights on due to the corona virus and maintenance 
work. It was agreed that no donation would be made. 
 
Cllr Richards wanted the fact that there were no lights on the Tree in Betws Park this year 
to be placed in the minutes as to how disappointed Members were that the Company due 
to circumstances beyond their control could not erect the lights this year. The Clerk had 
sent out the correspondence regarding their apology. It was due to a back log of work that 
had been caused by the Corona Virus lockdowns. It was discussed and a notice was to 
be placed on the Betws Park notice board and placed in the Betws News section of the 
SW Guardian. 
 
It was RESOLVED that the Clerk action the above tasks. 
 

10.  Who is going to check that the Life Buoy is present and do a walk around the 3 Recreation 
areas and inform the Clerk if anything needs attention at least once per week until it can 
be incorporated into the contracts for the areas from 1 April 2021 using the management 
plan as a guide? 
 
After a discussion where the Councillors worked together to agree who would do what it was 
decided that: 
 
Cllr B Jones and Cllr Picouto would check Betws Park – they would liaise with each other as to 
who would take it in turns to check the area. 
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Cllr Phillips would check Maesquarre Playground – with Cllr Megrath helping if Cllr Phillips was 
unable to check the area. 
 
Cllr Price would check Heol Y Felin Playground and Green. 
 
The Clerk informed members that even when the checks become part of the new contracts that 
the Councillors would need to regularly check that the work was being carried out to their 
requirements and to ensure due diligence. 
 

11. To review the management plan for the 3 Areas and adopt it so that it can be utilized for 
the forthcoming tenders for contracts which end 31st March 2021. It will ensure that this 
program of work is carried out by the contractors and becomes part of their contract, CCC 
liaised with. 
 
The document was worked through and various elements within were discussed with Cllr Price 
asking for some amendments to be made.  
 
It was proposed by Cllr Picouto and RESOLVED that Cllr Price liaise with the Clerk on these 
amendments as she had knowledge with regards to some of the requirements. All members to 
review the document and it was proposed by Cllr L Jones that if anyone had any 
additions/amendments that they inform the Clerk before 1st January 2021. 
 
The location of the 4 planters that have been placed around the village by Betws Community 
Council was discussed. 1 is at Maesquarre Road, 1 at Heol Y Felin, 1 at Treforis and one on 
Betws Square, Park Street in front of the Old Post Office. 
 
It was suggested by Cllr Price that a letter of thanks be sent to the resident at the old P/O as he 
maintains the planter outside his home.  The other 3 are done by the Betws Park contractor. 
 
It was RESOLVED that the Clerk write a letter to the resident to thank him for this. 
 
Cllr Price informed members that a female was having sex with many men in the ‘Summer 
House’. A discussion ensued whereby the members of public who see this behaviour need to 
report it immediately to the Police via 101 so that they can deal with the issue. 
 

12.  Register of Interests 
 
With reference to point 4 in the Annual Meeting minutes of 11th November 2020 whereby 
Community Councils are required to maintain and publish electronically a record of its 
members interests in a public register of interests on its website. 
 
The Clerk had given the members a table of examples of declarations of interest so that each 
can decide whether any apply to you or members of your family as per the regulations. 
 
The Clerk informed members that she had published a list that went back to when she began 
the role in 2019. 
 
This is the advice the Clerk received: 
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Decs of interest. Cllrs are now only required to fill in a form at each meeting. 
The big 'declare everything' document is no longer used for T and CCs. Copy 
of a form attached. For the time being I am taking verbal decs at meetings as 
signing the things is an issue. 
 
Your website should then carry a list of the declarations made at meetings. I 
just do a word table with who made it, when and what it was about. 
 
Cllr Price asked a question which the Clerk clarified for her situation. 
 

13.  Payment to Councillors OPT OUT FORMS are required to be returned. Failure to return 
the form to the Clerk means that you wish to claim.  
 
The Clerk informed members that there were only 2 Councillors outstanding Cllr Megrath and 
Cllr Lewis who stated that she needed to obtain a stamp in order to post to the Clerk. 
 

14.  A discussion ensued regarding the disqualification of 2 Community Councillors due 6-month 
rule. This cannot be overturned retrospectively. Advice was gained prior to the disqualification 
being implemented therefore retrospective changes cannot be actioned, this is in line with the 
relevant legislation. Disqualification is time based and each month is calculated as 1. (It is not 
the number of meetings attended as you could have more in one month or none as in August). 
 
The Chair thanked everyone and wished them a Merry Christmas. 
 
The meeting Closed at 20:57.  
 


