
 

Betws Community Council                                             Page    1                                                        Cyngor Cymuned y Betws  

 

BETWS COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
 
The monthly meeting of Betws Community Council was held virtually on Skype on Wednesday the 
8th July 2020 at 7.00 pm.  
The meeting was held on a remote basis in accordance with the provisions of the Local Authorities 
(Coronavirus) (Meetings) (Wales) Regulations 2020. 
 
PRESENT: Cllr. Loreen Lewis (Chairperson), Cllrs. Betsan Jones, Jose Picouto, Lynwen Phillips, 
Lucy Jones and Andrew Megrath 
 
County Councillor: Betsan Jones 
 
Clerk - Miss Angela Brown  
 
1. Chair to Welcome the New Councillor Mr Andrew Megrath 

 
The Chair welcomed the new councillor Mr Andrew Megrath.  
 
Mr Megrath read out the Declaration of Acceptance of Office and angled his camera to enable 
the Clerk and Members to witness him signing the document.  
 
He will post this to the Clerk. 
 
 

2. Apologies 
 
Apologies received from the following Councillors: Nolene Morgan (Key Worker working night 
shift with her shift commencing at 19:00hrs). 
 
Janet Davies, Alex Davies (tried to attend but could not access Skype due to an issue with set 
up on their device.) 
 
The Chairperson had received apologies from Cllrs John, Price and Richards as they currently 
do not have the appropriate equipment to take part. 
 

3. Declaration by Members of Pecuniary and Non-Pecuniary Interests 
 

a. Cllr B Jones declared that as a County Councillor she has a Personal interest in item 7 
with regard to Betws Park and Maesquarre Playground as these two areas are owned by 
Carmarthenshire County Council and leased to Betws Community Council. Also she has 
Personal interest due to her and a close member of her family live near to both areas. 

b. Cllr L Jones declared that she has a Personal interest in item 7 with regard to Maesquarre 
Playground as she lives nearby. 

c. Cllr Phillips declared that she has a Personal interest in item 7 with regard to Maesquarre 
Playground as she lives nearby. 

d. Cllr Megrath declared that he has a Personal interest in item 7 with regard to Maesquarre 
Playground as he lives nearby. 

 
 

4. To Confirm and Sign the Minutes of the Meeting Held on Thursday 25th June 2020  
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Councillor Picouto proposed and Councillor Phillips seconded, that the minutes of the monthly 
meeting held on Thursday 25th June 2020 be confirmed and signed by the Chairperson. 
 
The Chair gave a speech stating that: 
Members hold public office to serve the 11,000 people of the village. That there are 100 farms 
and smallholdings on the mountain which equate to about 1,700 people. Betws is a big area. 
Members need to think of all the people within the village and not just the people where you live. 
 

5. Declaration of Interest refresher documents to ensure compliance. 
 
Members present confirmed that they had read the documents and would comply. 
 

6. Pulling together 
 
Members present confirmed that they had read the sheet which had been taken out of the Good 
Councillor Guide.  
 

7. Recreation Grounds x 3 
 

a. Tree Surveys and recommendations, quotes for work required 
 
The first Bi-annual tree surveys have been carried out in the 2 playgrounds i.e. Heol Y 
Felin and Maesquarre. At present there is no work required in Maesquarre but some trees 
need monitoring (its only the seedlings that need pulling that grow along the garden 
fencing).However, there are a number of trees at Heol Y Felin on the boundary that have 
ash die back and need attention (the boundary is the hedgerow not the fence, unless the 
trees are located on the lane side of the bank then they are on the land held in Trust by 
BCC), also historical strimmer damage has been noted on the trees within the area (not 
done by current contractor but by CCC who maintained the area) some other trees need 
attention within the green area. 
 
All members present agreed that the recommended work needs to be carried out.  
 
RESOLVED the Clerk to obtain quotes and to choose a contractor to carry out the 
necessary work. This was proposed by Cllr L Jones and seconded by Cllr B Jones. 
 
Betws Park the surveyor has returned as the trees are now in full leaf in order to ascertain 
the extent of the ash die back within the park. He recommends that the trees be felled in 
line with the ash die back decision guide as the disease is spreading much quicker than 
the 15% per annum that is general average that is expected. The trees that were 
considered low risk have now deteriorated to such an extent that their removal will be 
shortly required. 
 
Proposed by Cllr Phillips and seconded by Cllr Megrath and RESOLVED that quotes are 
obtained by the Clerk for the work required. 
 
A discussion ensued regarding the tree that is in the river near the bank under the 
footbridge at the far end of Betws park. The Clerk informed members that as riparian 
owners the community council are responsible for the area from the river bank to the 
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centre of the river. This information and a supporting document regarding riparian 
ownership had been received from Natural Resources Wales.  
 
It was proposed by Cllr L Jones and seconded by Cllr Picouto and RESOLVED that the 
Clerk obtain quotes for the cost of removing the tree. 
 
The Clerk informed members that CCC hold £2,000 which can be used for maintenance 
in Betws Park such as preparing the rusty boundary railings and re-painting, notice board 
re-erection/carpentry work required, graffiti removal on the Georgian Summerhouse or to 
go towards the tennis court area. 
 

b. Annual report for Maesquarre Playground conducted by CCC  
 
Discussion ensued regarding the report the Clerk informed members that any repairs that 
are required for Maesquarre Playground will not come out of Betws Community Council 
finances. Carmarthenshire County Council hold £6,300 and £2,000 for this area and any 
repair/removal/renewal of the play equipment will come out of that budget. 
 
The Clerk will forward the Annual Report to the playground contractor so that the work 
can be costed/carried out. 
 
A discussion ensued with regard to procedures required to be actioned prior to the 
playgrounds re-opening. BCC to take CCC lead and to place signage up (disclaimer 
notice as no staff employed at the playgrounds). Cleaning the equipment after use is of 
concern due to how corona virus is transmitted. Contractor to check all equipment before 
re-opening. 
 
Cllr Phillips informed members that she had bought 3 bike chains and 2 x number locks 
for the playground. She will in due course present the ‘e’ receipt to the Clerk for re-
imbursement. 
 
The Chair informed members that she had been to Wilko 3 times for 3 locks for the 
Playgrounds as they are being removed. 
 
Cllr Phillips had been in contact with her contact at TRJ regarding the survey and the ash 
trees within that need attention due to ash die back disease. They will also clear some of 
the undergrowth of brambles that are encroaching the playground area. The Clerk 
informed members that a discussion is needed with regard to erecting a boundary as 
there is nothing present at the moment.  
 
RESOLVED Cllr B Jones will ask CCC if they will contribute to this as it should have been 
done prior to the asset transfer as no clear boundaries are evident between CCC and TRJ 
land. 
RESOLVED Cllr Phillips to speak with TRJ regarding the boundary mentioned above. 
  

c. An Annual Report is required for Heol Y Felin this is different to the Parks and Play 
reports that are actioned. 
 
The Clerk informed members that the Annual Survey had not been carried out since 2018 
when the previous contract had ended, therefore since 1 April 2018 no annual survey has 
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been carried out. This is a requirement and is stipulated in the insurance cover 
documentation. 
 
It was proposed by Cllr L Jones and seconded by Cllr Phillips and RESOLVED that the 
Clerk to ask CCC to carry out the Annual Report as they also do Maesquarre Playground 
(February each year) at a cost of £80 +VAT. The contractor would not be able to do it as 
cheap as CCC with the costs being between £200-£300.  
 

 
d. Health and Safety checklist for the 3 areas, agree a checklist, who will carry them 

out. 
 
A discussion ensued regarding the checklists which are required to show due diligence 
checks for the areas that are held by Betws Community Council. It was suggested that 
some of the checks are built into the new contracts which will be due to begin on 1st April 
2021.  
 
A discussion ensued regarding having an employee rather than contractors however the 
associated costs/training courses/qualifications/sick pay etc could be prohibitive and 
members felt that the current two contractors were maintaining the areas as ‘fit for 
purpose’ and that the costs are what they expected. Cllr B Jones informed members that 
the current contractor was much cheaper than CCC when they took over Betws Park for 
example the emptying of the bins would have been £1,200 if done by CCC and is £624 
approximately by the current contractor which is good value for money. Cllr B Jones stated 
that they had an itemised breakdown of the tasks that were to be carried out by the 
contractor for Betws Park when they took over the asset transfer in 2017.  
 
RESOLVED the Clerk to find the contract detail to see if it is being met. 
 
The Clerk informed members that she had liaised with OVW and longstanding 
experienced clerk with regard to the park and playground due diligence checks and one 
Clerk walks through with members every 3 months with a checklist, another Clerk 
informed that the Chairperson had taken on the task of checking their recreation grounds 
with a checklist and did this regularly especially after any storms to check for damage. 
Cllr Phillips suggested a middle ground of checking the areas maybe once per month is 
required to show due diligence.  
 
The Clerk informed members that checks need to be done it was suggested by Cllr L 
Jones that she will further liaise with other Clerks to ascertain best practice. Cllr Picouto 
read out from the ‘pulling together’ page 8 from the Good Councillor guide which stated 
the various roles that the Clerk can undertake which includes being a project manager. 
 
RESOLVED the Clerk will liaise with other Clerks and feedback at the next meeting. 
 

e. A management plan for the 3 areas that can be utilised to ensure all work required 
is carried out by the contractors and is built into their contract, CCC liaised with. 
 
Members had read the document the Clerk had sent out in draft/work in progress and will 
continue to prepare the management plan for Betws Park before moving on to prepare 
the management plans for both Heol Y Felin and Maesquarre Playgrounds.  
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It was proposed by Cllr Picouto and seconded by Cllr B Jones and RESOLVED that the 
Clerk continue with this work with all members present being in agreement. 
 
At 20:13 the Chair informed members that her battery was running out on her lap top and 
left the meeting returning at 20:15 after plugging it into the mains. 
 
A discussion ensued regarding the graffiti on the Georgian summerhouse in Betws Park, 
the chair informed members that her son was a stone mason and could advise on what 
can and can’t be used to clean the stone.  Cllr B Jones also informed members that she 
had been speaking with Brodyr Griffiths and they could possibly clean the graffiti for the 
Community Council. RESOLVED Cllr B Jones to liaise with Brodyr Griffiths to see if this 
is something that they can do and to ensure that it won’t damage the stone. The Chair 
informed members that the summer house originated from Dyffryn Farm. The stone arch 
is the significant part of the design of the building, although the original slate roof has 
since been changed to a flat roof. 
 
Cllr L Jones left the meeting at 20:24. 
 

8. Matters Arising 
 
Community Questionnaire: 

a. Who will post in which location in the village? 
 
This is what had been discussed in the meeting on 25th June 2020: 
 
Cllr B Jones would deliver in her immediate area and would do other areas should those 
members who were not present be able to help distribute. Cllr Phillips would deliver in her 
area and in two other areas nearby, Cllr L Jones at present is busy at work and also has 
2 young children and would be unable to assist, Cllr Picouto is shielding but would deliver 
in his street, Cllr Richards informed the Clerk that she would assist, Cllr John is unable to 
due to shielding and mobility issues.  
 
Cllr B Jones suggested posting the questionnaire to the Farms unless some of the 
members who were not present would deliver by hand to save on costs. 
 
The Chair informed members that she is shielding due to her husband’s ill health and only 
goes out once a week. 
 
The Survey will need to be given out over a day or two as it will be dated and will be 
required to be returned within 14 days of the date at the top of the survey. 
 

b. Methods of Collection to be discussed. 
 
Cllr B Jones informed members that a ballot box can be borrowed from CCC to use as a 
sealed post box. A sign will need to be placed on the box.  
 
A discussion ensued regarding collection and it was decided that most would probably 
post the survey back in the ballot box which would be placed in Touts once agreed by 
them.  The Survey would also state that should anyone require it to be collected then they 
would need to contact the Clerk. Envelopes and stamps cost are prohibitive. It was 
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decided that the survey could be folded in a way that would show the Betws Community 
Council logo to hopefully promote interest when posted through letterboxes and limit its 
disposal in the ‘blue bag’. 
 
It was decided that Survey Monkey would not be used on this occasion. 
 
It was RESOLVED that the Clerk email the Questionnaire to Cllr Phillips who would make 
some changes and get them printed once the translation was approved and checked by 
Cllr B Jones and the new format was done. Cllr Phillips to get some quotes from local 
printers. 
 

The Chair informed members that she had met with Carmarthen Water Safety Partnership and 
a member of TRJ with regard to the installation of the new Life Buoy cabinet which should 
hopefully be undertaken soon and that it would only be the 3rd of its type to be installed in Wales. 

 
c. Next Meeting: Finance Meeting 

 
 
The meeting Closed at 20:45.  
 


