BETWS COMMUNITY COUNCIL

The Annual Meeting of Betws Community Council was held virtually on Starleaf on
Wednesday the 12" May 2021 at 18.30 pm.

The meeting was held on a remote basis in accordance with the provisions of the Local
Authorities (Coronavirus) (Meetings) (Wales) Regulations 2020.

Any member of the public who wishes to attend the meeting as a spectator or who has
questions to put to the Councillors should contact the Clerk in order for this to be able to
take place and the correct procedure to be followed.

The meeting began at 18:35 as Clir Lewis had issues with her computer, she joined Clir
Richards in her home where ClIr Price was also present.

PRESENT: Clirs Mike Jones, Delyth Richards, Annette Price, Betsan Jones,
Jose Picouto, Andrew Williams, Peter Comley, Dave Stacey, Andy Megrath,
Lynwen Phillips, Lucy Jones and Loreen Lewis.

Clerk: Angela Brown

1. Election of Chairperson

It was proposed by Clir L Jones and seconded by CliIr Price that Cllr Picouto
be appointed Chairperson for 2021 — 2022.

This was voted on unanimously by those present.

Clr Picouto accepted the appointment and signed the Declaration of
Acceptance of Office.

It was RESOLVED that ClIr Picouto be appointed Chairperson from 12" May
2021.

2. Chairperson’s Declaration of Acceptance of Office.

This will be posted to the Clerk for her signature.

3. Appointment of Vice Chairperson.

It was proposed by ClIr Williams and seconded by Clir Megrath that Clir
Phillips be appointed as Vice Chairperson.

9 members voted for this appointment with 2 abstentions. The vote for was
carried.

CliIr Phillips accepted the appointment.



It was RESOLVED that CliIr Phillips be appointed Vice Chairperson from 12t
May 2021.

4. Apologies for Absence (to be given to the Clerk prior to the meeting)

None received.

5. Chairperson’s report on the previous 6 months in office which was a
short term due to the Corona Virus Pandemic.

The outgoing Chairperson Councillor Betsan Jones stated that it had been a

pleasure to be chair for the last 6 months. It has been a difficult time due to

the Corona Virus Pandemic however, a lot has been achieved.

She stated that it was great to welcome new Councillors on board who have
many different skills to offer the council and are of varying ages.

She stated that it was good to see the Volunteer Group for the recreation
grounds re-starting.

She thanked Angela the Clerk for her hard work during the last six months
and for the support of the vice chair and all the Councillors. She went on to
state that moving forward let's all work together for the benefit of all the
residents of Betws
6. Clerks Report

CLERK’S REPORT

1. INCOME AND EXPENDITURE 2020/2021

The Clerk informed the Councillors that Mr Lyn Llewellyn will be carrying out
the internal audit of the Community Council’s Accounts over the next fortnight
after being given them on 11" May 2021. The public access to the
Community Council’'s Accounts will be 20" August — 171" September 2021.
The external audit date is 201" September 2021 when members of the public
can exercise their rights under the Public Audit (Wales) Act 2004. The Wales
Audit Office will issue their audit opinion about the Community Council’s
Accounts after 27" September 2021.

The Clerk gave a brief summary of the Councils financial affairs and invited
the Councillors should they wish to examine the bank statements and the
ledger as per corona virus measures to let her know once they have been
returned from the internal auditor and a separate Finance Meeting will be
organised to complete the audit process so that the relevant documentation
can sent to the external auditor. This needs to be done by 30" June 2021.

Income - Precept received from Carmarthenshire County Council for
2020/2021 was £37,000 this was increased to £42,000 for 2021/2022.

VAT refund reclaim for the years 2019/2020 is £4335.69.



Bank interest was £11.83

Rent Payments from Betws RFC was remain unpaid due to the Corona Virus
Pandemic and Lockdown. Outstanding payments of £500 March 2020, £500
September 2020 and £500 March 2021. This will be discussed further in a
separate meeting at a future date as per April meeting minutes.

Postage costs were £56.50.
Total Expenditure for 2020/2021 being £63,169.61. A breakdown of

expenditure will be given to you in due course in preparation for the Finance
Meeting.

The Balance being carried forward being £32,598.51

Total figure for Assets held by the Community Council £123,786.89 which
includes the value of the equipment in both Heol Y Felin and Maesquarre
playgrounds and some items from the Butterfly Garden Project.

2. PLANNING APPLICATIONS

May 2020 — May 2021= 17 applications under the new numbering system of
PL/ and 10 under the old E/ system.

27 applications received which is an increase of 4 in the number of
applications received compared to the previous year of 23. (6 received
between May 2020 and 7-11%" September 2020 information given in
November 2020 Annual Meeting).

3. DONATIONS

8 Organisations including Capel Newydd and Eglwys Dewi Sant, benefited to
a total of £1150.00, a decrease of £525.00 on the previous year.

In the previous year 2020/2021 9 Organisations benefited (including Capel
Newydd and Eglwys Dewi Sant Cemetery donations). Please note that no
donations were made for Christmas Lighting for Capel Newydd and Eglwys
Dewi Sant as none were erected due to the Coronavirus Pandemic.

4. OUTLOOK OVER THE PAST YEAR

The past 14 months has been a difficult and challenging year for everyone
due to the Corona Virus Pandemic and the lockdowns where alternative ways
of working and living have become a new normal.

Betws Community Council have become a more diverse group during this
time with new Councillors bringing knowledge, skills and enthusiasm. Working
together rather than having different factions is now apparent and this change
in the dynamic will enable improvements and changes to be made by putting
plans in place to ensure the well being of future generations subject of course
to gaining the appropriate funding for the various projects that are being
developed.



Hopefully the residents and various community groups within Betws will
engage more with the Community Council to assist in this.

Achievements
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Community Questionnaire completed.

A number of the Councillors attended OVW training as part their
development/refresher training which is required to keep abreast of the
continual changes within their roles of holding public office.

Ash Die Back identified in Betws Park and Heol Y Felin Green area and
some trees have been felled with more requiring attention in Betws Park
along the river bank area.

Betws Park costs for 2019/2020 £ 16,718 to maintain. 2020/2021 £37,815
with £16,210 being the cost of dealing with the over 60 diseased trees
suffering from Ash Die Back on the Pentwyn Road side of the park.

Heol Y Felin Playground costs for 2019/2020 £3,074 to maintain.
2020/2021 £5,250

Maesquarre Playground costs for 2019/2020 £3,637 to maintain.
2020/2021 £2,531

Insurance Costs the premium for August 2020/2021 = £1,179.02
previously £1,162.

2 separate New Contracts issued for Betws Park, Maesquarre playground
and Heol Y Felin playground and green (general upkeep and maintenance
of the sites and playground equipment). Need to ensure the contractors
are meeting their obligations by regularly checking the areas using the
management plan that | sent out previously.

Vandal proof Life Buoy cabinet installed in collaboration with
Carmarthenshire Water Safety Partnership (CWSP) and TRJ adjacent to
the metal footbridge at the far end of Betws Park.

Concerns

A number of complaints made to the Public Services Ombudsman. Results
of which have been discussed in previous minutes with no action taken by
the Ombudsman only advising on the councillors who made the complaints
requiring re-training and that they may be close to breaching the Code of
Conduct themselves.

An alleged data breach by one Councillor which was reported to and
recorded with the Information Commissioners Office along with alleged
breaches of the Code of Conduct by the same Councillor. Investigations
conducted whereby the Councillor would not confirm or deny certain
pertinent questions that were asked. A report has been made and will be
kept on file.

Maesquarre Playground equipment deterioration.

General upkeep and maintenance of Betws Park.

. FUTURE EVENTS

The main items, which will probably take up a lot of Council’s time over the
next year are as follows:

1.Betws Community Council to make a plan for the Future 5 — 10 years to
improve facilities within the village for all residents as per the new
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requirements for Community Councils which will be implemented in 2022 with
the production of an annual report.

2. Ongoing maintenance and management of Betws Park to bring it up to the
standard required to enter the Park for the Green Flag Award. It is currently
not up to standard after a consultation with the body who presents the Flag
due to the old Tennis Court area being in disrepair, graffiti on the Summer
House, benches, paths and tennis court area. Some of the paths are uneven
causing water to pool, some have moss on which can become slippery in wet
weather, tree roots are also disturbing some of the paths and need the
appropriate equipment to make ramps to protect the tree roots and make safe.
Trees within Betws Park along the river bank area (over 30) which are
suffering from Ash Die Back disease will again take precedence and will need
to be felled during 2021/2022. The Tree Survey is due June/July 2022.

3. Ongoing maintenance and management of Heol y Felin Playground and
Maesquarre Playground.

4. Grant funding to be obtained in order to achieve improvements that are
required in the recreation areas such as new playground equipment at
Maesquarre, potential dog area in Betws park, 2" life buoy at main bridge in
Betws Park, calorie counting markers in Betws Park for walking routes within
the area, potential adult exercise equipment, more benches, picnic benches
especially in the sunny areas in Betws Park,?at the far end/Maesquarre
Playground. More planting in the shrub/sensory garden beds, ground cover
and bee/butterfly plants a stumpery under the trees between the sensory
garden and front railings where the bluebells are currently, consider sourcing
shade loving plants/plants that tolerate dry areas to place under bare areas
near entrance/other trees in park.

5. The Bio Diversity report will need to be revisited and updated as required
by Section 6 of the Environment (Wales) Act 2016.

The Clerk concluded by thanking the Chair and the Councillors for their
support over the past year and looks forward to working towards more
achievements for the 2021/2022 year.

Meeting closed at 18:50.



