BETWS COMMUNITY COUNCIL

The Annual Meeting of the Community Council will be held as a Hybrid
Meeting at Betws RFC and virtually on Starleaf Microsoft Teams on
Wednesday 10" May 2023 at 7:00pm.

The meeting was held on a remote basis in accordance with the provisions of the Local
Authorities (Coronavirus) (Meetings) (Wales) Regulations 2020 and Local Government
and Elections (Wales) Act 2021.

Any member of the public who wishes to attend the meeting as a spectator or who has
guestions to put to the Councillors should contact the Clerk in order for this to be able to
take place and the correct procedure to be followed.

The meeting started at 19:05

PRESENT: Cllr Dave Stacey (Chairperson), Clirs Paul Allichurch, Carwyn
James, Maureen Williams, Mike Jones, Peter Comley, James Derrick, Karen
McMinn-Davies.

County Councillor: Betsan Jones

Clerk: Miss Angela Brown

Member of the Public Present: No one

PCSO: Not present

The outgoing Chair Dave Stacey welcomed all members to the annual
meeting.

1. Election of Chairperson

It was proposed by Clir M Jones and seconded by Clir James that ClIr Stacey
be appointed Chairperson for 2023 — 2024.

This was voted on unanimously by those present.

Clir Stacey accepted the appointment and signed the Declaration of
Acceptance of Office.

It was RESOLVED that ClIr Stacey be appointed Chairperson from 10" May
2023.

2. Chairperson’s Declaration of Acceptance of Office.

This will be posted to the Clerk.

3. Appointment of Vice Chairperson.



It was proposed by Clir M Jones and seconded by Clir Williams that ClIr
James be appointed as Vice Chairperson.

This was voted on unanimously by those present.
Clir James accepted the appointment.

It was RESOLVED that Clir James be appointed Vice Chairperson from 10%
May 2023.

4. Apologies for Absence (to be given to the Clerk prior to the
meeting)

CliIr Picouto.

5. Chairperson’s report
The outgoing Chairperson Councillor Dave Stacey read out his report:

Chair’s Annual Report 2021/22

Dave Stacey Chair Betws Community Council-May 2022/May 2023

I's a pleasure to present this Chair’s report at the end of the first year of a
new council.

Betws was one of the few wards where a local election took place in Wales,
and this shows a commendable level of community engagement, which also
shows in volunteer engagements in the parks and around the whole area.

I'd like to thanks to all Council members for their work and contribution across
the year including to those members who are no longer in post - Andy
Megrath, Lucy Jones and Andrew Williams. Welcome also to new councillor,
James Derrick.

There are still two vacancies and there is a notice up on the noticeboard and
website advertising these.

The focus of the work of the council for much of the year has focussed on our
priorities of getting our financial system and policies in order.

There have been a number of successful community projects. It was lovely to
see a Christmas tree back in Betws Park, and this was led by Councillor
McMinn-Davies with her excellent haggling skills. Thanks to Dragon Plant Hire
and Gower Fresh Christmas Trees for their support.

The defibrillator project which has been driven by both Councillor Comley and
Picouto with only a few more steps before it will be completed, with the
defibrillator in place and registered for Betws Primary School, with two more at
Betws Family Centre and Tycoch on the way.

The £86,750.00 Welsh Government Local Places for Nature Fund from the
National Heritage Lottery for the Betws Park nature project had its successful
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opening day on Friday 17™" March 2023. Thanks to all councillors, past and
present, in getting this project up and off the ground. A special thanks to Clir
M Jones for all the behind-the-scenes administration that he has completed.

The £15,000.00 funding from the Mynydd Y Betws wind farm grant which was
received to upgrade as a phased project some of the end-of-life equipment in
Maesquarre playground this project was completed prior to the school
summer holidays beginning.

This year’'s Remembrance Service in Betws Park took place on 11th
Novemeber, with Betws Primary schoolchildren taking part in the reading
alongside Deputy Lord Lieutenant Jayne Picouto. Thanks to the Curate and
the Bugulour who supported the event so well, as they do every year.

To close, I'd like to note that in the past the chair has donated the chair's
allowance to a local charity and this year | will be donating the allowance to
the Ammanford Foodbank.

Dave Stacey Chair Betws Community Council 2022/23
6. Appointment of members to Committees.

CliIr Stacey proposed that there be a shift in focus and re-naming of the events
committee to encompass more of the work that is required by the Council to
community engagement and events committee. This was seconded by ClIr
McMinn-Davies. All members present voted in favour of this re-naming. Terms
of Reference need to be updated by each committee.

Cllir McMinn-Davies explained her ideas for more engagement by working
together with Betws RFC to bring the venue into use during the day, to make
more use of Heol Y Felin Green and to focus more on what the people want
and by engaging with them. Suggestions of re-introducing the carnival if that is
what the people want were made and holding events at the RFC to raise
money for local projects. These ideas will be moved forward by the new
committee.

Cllir M Jones commented on the Finance and Governance Toolkit stating that
it does not apply to a small council but is great for the larger Town Councils
such as Llanelli and Carmarthen. The Clerk informed members that this
Toolkit is for all Councils regardless of size, the same number of tasks are
required as identified in the toolkit with must do’s and should do’s listed. This
ensures that each Council runs correctly and the Toolkit was devised by the
Welsh Government in conjunction with Wales Audit and One Voice Wales.

County Councillor B Jones advised Councillor Comely to submit his
dispensation form to the Standards Committee at Carmarthenshire County
Council as he holds both Community Councillor role as well as being the
secretary, treasurer, licensee and a member of the committee for Betws RFC.

The committee members were agreed as follows:
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CHAIR Clir Dave Stacey

VICE-CHAIR | ClIr Carwyn James
COMMITTEES
A committee must have a minimum of 3 Clirs plus the Chair or Vice Chair who
can be Ex-officio members of committees and sub-committees. Ex-officio is a
Latin term meaning by virtue of office or position. Ex-officio members of
committees, therefore, are persons who are members by virtue of the position
that they hold.
N.B. A committee cannot comprise of all Councillors as would be Full Council
and not a committee.

10-May-23

Finance and | Chair and Vice Chair, Cllrs. Dave Stacey, Lynwen Phillips, Carwyn James

Staffing Jose Picouto and Mike Jones

Recreation

Grounds and

Open Spaces

Betws Park,

Heol Y Felin

Playground

and Green

and Chair and Vice Chair, Clirs. Mike Jones, Lynwen Phillips, Paul Allchurch,

Maesquarre | Karen McMinn-Davies, James Derrick and Jose Picouto with County

Playground Councillor Betsan Jones as an ex-officio member.

Community

Engagement | Chair and Vice Chair, Cllrs. Paul Allchurch, Karen

and Events McMinn-Davies, Peter Comley and Maureen Williams
Working Groups

Working

Group for

the Finance

&

Governance

Toolkit for

Town and

Community

Councils Clirs Dave Stacey, Mike Jones and Paul Allchurch

7. Appointment of representatives to serve on outside bodies.

REPRESENTATIVES TO SERVE ON OUTSIDE ORGANISATIONS

BETWS FAMILY
CENTRE

Karen McMinn-Davies (dual hatted role as is Treasurer at the
Family Centre and it is run as a social enterprise with 2 others, one
being County Councillor B Jones)




CAB Paul Allchurch
ONE VOICE
WALES Dave Stacey
SCHOOL
GOVERNOR Maureen Williams
BETWS RFC
CHECKS AS PER
LEASE Karen McMinn-Davies and Lynwen Phillips
AMMAN VALLEY
GROUP deferred
A'FORD
TWINNING
ASSOC. deferred
LOCAL HEALTH
BOARD Paul Allchurch
8. 3 x Signatories for the Council bank accounts to be agreed. (one

being the Chair and one the lead for the Finance Committee plus one other.
Clerk/RFO is also a signatory).

It was RESOLVED that Councillors Stacey and Picouto would remain as
signatories and that Councillor James would become the 3" signatory. The

relevant application forms will be completed in due course, the Clerk will
arrange for this to be actioned.

9. Public Questions Representations
No members of the public were present.
The Chair thanked everyone and closed the annual meeting.

Meeting closed at 19:43.



