BETWS COMMUNITY COUNCIL

The monthly meeting of Betws Community Council was held virtually on Starleaf on Wednesday the
218t April 2021 at 7.00 pm.

The meeting was held on a remote basis in accordance with the provisions of the Local Authorities
(Coronavirus) (Meetings) (Wales) Regulations 2020.

PRESENT: CliIrs. Betsan Jones (Chairperson), Andrew Williams, Delyth Richards, Mike Jones, Andy
Megrath, Lynwen Phillips, Jose Picouto, Lucy Jones, Dave Stacey, Loreen Lewis, Annette Price,
and Peter Comley (unable to join meeting but could hear — issue with Starleaf).

County Councillor: Betsan Jones

Clerk - Miss Angela Brown

Clerk left the meeting at 19:06 whilst Agenda point 1 was discussed returning at 19:26 with some

broadband connectivity issues occurring up to point 5. Where Clir Phillips took the minutes whilst
the Clerk had the connectivity issues.

1. Clerk’s hours to be reviewed as per meeting 9" December 2020

It was proposed by Full Council that the Clerks hours be increased to 80 hours per month (clerk
working above 100 hours) to be reviewed in 6 months’ time. New Contract to be issued.

2. Apologies
None.

3. Declaration by Members of Personal and Prejudicial Interests
County Councillor B Jones declared an interest in item No 11 due to her being both a Community
and County Councillor and the areas are owned by Carmarthenshire County Council and leased
by Betws Community Council.

4. To Confirm and Sign the Minutes of the Meeting Held on Wednesday 10" March 2021

Councillor Stacey proposed and Councillor Picouto seconded and resolved that the
minutes of the previous Council meeting be accepted as a true record.

5. To Confirm and Sign the Minutes of the Recreation Ground Committee meeting held on
Friday 26" March 2021 and put forward suggestions from the meeting.

Councillor Phillips proposed and Councillor M Jones seconded and resolved that the minutes of
the Recreation Ground Committee meeting be accepted as a true record.

Clir M Jones gave feedback on the site meeting he had attended in Maesquarre Playground

regarding the ongoing inherited drainage issues at the site. Malcolm Edwards from CCC was
present, along with Dafydd Jones from TRJ.
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Malcolm Edwards informed that the Community Council could do what they wanted with regard
to the various ways of solving the drainage issues at site but there is a cost element to be aware
of.

N.B. The area known as the ‘culvert’ is not a culvert but is a dip and hollow in the ground where
a mains water pipe runs. This cannot be tapped into for obvious reasons.

There are 3 areas of main concern within the playground area:

1. Where the Swings are situated and this could be solved by placing an individual soakaway
in the area.

2. Where the Dragon is situated which has its own particular problem as it is sited in a bowl.
There are 2 options with this a) place an individual soakaway in the area. b) there is the
potential to run a land drain from the Dragon area to the aerial runway and get the water
run off to exit into the hollow/culvert area which is situated below the (3.) aerial
runway/zipway.

Dafydd Jones TRJ gave an approximate cost of £20/metre to install a land drain at site.

Clir L Jones suggested that the £2,000 that is available from CCC could be used for the drainage
issue as a grant would not fund general maintenance of a site.

As the contractor for the Playground was not available on the day it was proposed and
RESOLVED that when the contractor is available costs/quotations need to be
obtained/discussed in order to ascertain the best drainage option for the site so that this
longstanding issue can be addressed.

6. County Councillor Report
There was no meeting held in April at CCC.

The Footway is being done in Pentwyn Road from No’s 25 — 34 and the funding has come from
the Safer Routes in Communities budget.

A discussion ensued with regards to this and Cllr Williams suggested requesting sleeping
policemen being placed on Pentwyn Road. Clir Price informed members that many years back
this had been suggested in order to slow traffic down however Clir Price stated that the
emergency services were not keen on this due to the extra time it put onto their response times.

Voting on 6" May 2021 will be held in the RFC and not in Capel Newydd as previously done.
7. Heol Y Felin and Colonel Road parking issues — Clir Williams

Clir Williams informed members of the issues and that he had witnessed a near miss whereby a
vehicle was turning left into Heol Y Felin from Colonel Road, cars were parked opposite
Penpound Garage and a child was nearly run over, residents also park on/ or very near to the
junction and the dangers this causes for a possible fatality to occur. A discussion ensued
regarding the issues in the area. Clir Williams thanked ClIr Price for bringing up the same issue
some 2 years ago with regards to needing yellow lines in the area. This is still ongoing with the
Coronavirus pandemic slowing the process down.

Betws Community Council Page 2 Cyngor Cymuned y Betws



Clir Phillips informed members that she had been at the Heol Y Felin playground last weekend
and was approached by the owner of Penpound Garage who raised concerns regarding the
difficulty that he is having with driving his vehicles with a trailer as cannot turn due to the parked
cars and has to drive straight across the road an into the RFC car park in order to get out.

Clir Williams suggested that due to the RFC having a large car parking area adjacent to the
Playground that this could be used for the parents to park in rather than parking on the road and
causing a danger. This is something that needs further exploration/discussion.

It was proposed by CliIr Price that a site meeting be requested with CCC. It was RESOLVED that
the Clerk contact Mike Jacob of CCC and arrange a site meeting and to copy in County Councillor
B Jones.

8. Remote Meetings Legislation

This was NOTED by members with Cllr Stacey informing members of the guidelines within
regarding allowing the Public to Access the Virtual Meetings.

It was RESOLVED that the Clerk places this on the Agenda and any member of the public who
wishes to attend the meeting as a spectator or who has questions to put to the Councillors
contact the Clerk in order for this to be able to take place and the correct procedures to be
followed.

9. Future Audit Arrangements for Councils in Wales

The Clerk informed members of the correspondence she had received form the Auditor General
for Wales regarding new arrangements that should have begun this year to the Annual Audit
process. These have now been put on hold for another year due to some Community Councils
not completing their Annual Audit for 2019/2020. These Community Councils have this year to
get both their 2019/2020 and 2020/2021 Annual Audits completed.

The new procedures involve a cycle of a new form of Audit taking place which includes a more
detailed review of the councils’ financial transactions on a three-year cyclical basis. Betws
Community Council should have had this new Audit this year (2020/2021).

Details of the new arrangements can be found at https://audit.wales/publication/future-audit-
arrangements-commuity-and-town-councils-wales

This was NOTED by members.
10. Dyfed Powys Police Monthly Crime Figures for Betws
No figures were received by the Clerk despite emailing the local PCSO a number of times.
County Councillor B Jones to bring this up at the next PACT meeting.
11.Betws Park
a) ASB and Littering issues and discuss closing and locking gates 8pm — 8am (Fri

night, Sat, Sun, reopening at 8am Mon).
b) Volunteer cleaning and gardening group.
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a)County Councillor B Jones informed members that she had received an email from a resident
regarding obscene graffiti that had been placed on the Victorian Summer House and the nearby
path. An elderly lady who walks her dog had also contacted her regarding the amount of litter in
the park.

The Clerk informed members of correspondence that had been received voicing various
concerns with the problems that are being seen occurring in the recreation grounds from
members of the community and the Contractor who has stated that the litter including empty
bottles of alcohol and needles is an issue due to the volume being found within the recreation
grounds along with the more recent obscene graffiti also being an issue.

A discussion ensued regarding the issues that are being identified along with loud music and
evidence of substance misuse and drinking taking place within the park.

A discussion ensued whereby Clir Megrath informed members that NHS guidelines state that
individuals should not wear masks when exercising and that those members of running groups
maintain social distancing and are outside in the open air so this is of no concern with exercising
inside a building being a different issue. Clir L Jones stated that masks are not enforced outside
only inside. This was NOTED by members.

ClIr B Jones informed members that she had contacted 3 different Police Officers and a PCSO
regarding the issue of graffiti in the park and to date had not received any replies.

Clir L Jones informed members of some information that she had received at the OVW meetings
she attends regarding trees and trespassing. If someone is in your grounds and gets injured then
you are liable therefore this would be the same for this Community Council. The recreation
grounds are covered by insurance which includes public liability.

Clir Phillips informed members that the Fire Service have the equipment to cut locks if needed
but was not sure if the Ambulance and Police Services had the same. CliIr Phillips also stated
that the park would become more appealing if it were locked.

Clir Williams suggested that Councillors and the Police walk around the park to identify the areas
of concern so that regular checks can be made by the Police so that it could become a part of
their high visibility patrols of the area. A discussion ensued regarding policing levels and that the
above suggestion may not come to fruition as the Police are not attending when called presently.

It was RESOLVED that the gates of the Betws Park would not be locked and that what was
needed was that the youths should be educated via the education system. All the above was
NOTED by members.

b)ClIr Williams informed members of the intention to re-start the Volunteer group for all the
recreation areas looked after by Betws Community Council. The Volunteer Group would meet
each Saturday for 1 hour. He stated that previously there were numerous members of the
community and others from other local villages who helped.

ClIr Lewis stated that several local people have stopped picking up litter due to the number of

needles being found in the area. Litter pickers and gloves will need to be used and to liaise with
CCC and the contractor for the park. The clerk informed members that she had previously
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spoken with the contractor and had discussed a list of tasks that volunteers would be able to do
to help with the general upkeep.

Clir Williams informed members that there would be a risk assessment, no power tools would be
used, only hand tools, a wheelbarrow, bags/bins and appropriate equipment to safely achieve
the tasks. The Clerk has drafted a risk assessment. ClIr Phillips suggested each person signs a
risk assessment each time. A discussion ensued with ClIr Picouto stating that he had seen mild
offensive behaviour of youths towards other park users during his visits. Also, that there were
more young people there during the day and evenings. Any Anti-Social Behaviour (ASB) needs
to be reported to the Police so that a clear picture of the issues that are presenting themselves
within the recreation areas can be seen, recorded and can be drawn upon in the future should
specific orders be required to address the issues.

Cllr Megrath stated that the gardening/volunteering group is a great idea and it will set an
example to other recreation ground users. It may also have a positive effect on those who are
causing the various issues and they may even get involved.

Clir M Jones stated that he fully supported the volunteer group for the recreation areas. He had
concerns over covid-19 and the needles present and the associated health and safety issues.

A sharps yellow box could be sourced so that any needles are disposed of safely.

Clir Price suggested the Probation Service could rub down and paint the railings when the current
pandemic allows.

Clir Price also brought up a suggestion of having a Zebra crossing directly opposite Betws Park
main gates as she has witnessed many near misses whereby some park users are seen running
across to the garage opposite to buy refreshments and alcohol and return to the park with little
regard for road safety.

Clir Price has concerns over seeing some youths who are walking on top of the bridge handrail
when they are wet and could slip and fall into the river below. CliIr Price suggested a second Life
Buoy be purchased for this bridge. The Clerk informed ClIr Price that this is on the to do list for
Betws Park as it has been a regular suggestion since before her time but would need funding in
order that it be implemented.

ClIr Price suggested a possibility of getting covid test kits for the volunteer group.
12.Feedback from the weekly walks for the 3 recreation areas:
The feedback from the 3 recreation areas were covered in Points 7, and 11 above.
13.Correspondence
a. The Clerk gave members a training update and members uptake of the One Voice Wales
training. Clirs Comley, M Jones and Picouto have completed the Code of Conduct training
on 6/4/2021. Clir Comley has completed The Councillor Module 2 on 8/4/2021.The Clerk
informed members of the recommendation on training for Councillors is that all Councillors
complete the courses at a minimum of 1 per term especially for Code of Conduct and

other legal training as either refreshers or for new members to familiarise themselves with
what is required. The Clerk informed members that some of the training is free and some
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paid at a rate of £30 per session. The Clerk has applied for and gained a Bursary with
only 50% of the fees being required to be paid up to the value of £100. This was done for
2020 as well as for this year 2021.

This was NOTED by members.

b. The Clerk informed members of a Freedom of Information email that had been received
from CCC Standards Committee requesting the following information:

1. For the period 1 April 2020 to 31 March 2021, how many declarations of interest were
recorded by your authority under the members code?

2. For the period 1 April 2020 to 31 March 2021, did any of the members and/or Clerk
receive training on the code of conduct?

3. Are there any members of your council who have not received any training on the
Code of Conduct since 1 April 20177 If there are how many are there?

This information is required to be returned by 1 June 2021.

Also questions regarding the Code of Conduct training held at County Hall annually and
whether any members would be interested in attending such an event online via Microsoft
Zoom? If members are interested, would they prefer a daytime or evening session.

The Standards Committee have also asked if members made use of the Code of Conduct
training notes that were distributed in 2020 and whether they found them useful.

The Clerk had distributed the training notes to members with feedback from one member
who stated that they were very good and helpful to refresh their memory.

Clir Lewis stated that some members had received the Code of Conduct training in the
May before the current Clerk began in post. This training was given by One Voice Wales
(OVW) in Capel Newydd. Some of the Councillors who received the training are no longer
in office however, Councillors Lewis, Price and Richards were present and Councillor B
Jones left halfway through due to having another appointment.

The Clerk has contacted OVW who do not keep a record of the training attendees only
that it has taken place. The training took place as documented in the minutes of the
meeting held on 1 May 2018 at point 6 (Matters Arising) whereby the Clerk advised that
Code of Conduct Training will be held on Thursday 10 May 2018 at 6pm in Capel Newydd
Vestry.

This was NOTED by members

c. The Clerk informed members of a Joint One Voice Wales/SLCC Event on 13
May 2021. The event needs to be booked and is open to Councillors as well
as Clerks at a cost of £45 plus VAT each.

A discussion ensued regarding the Councils finances and Clir Phillips stated
that should the Clerk wish to attend if it would be of benefit to her then she
should do so. Members agreed. RESOLVED Clerk to make her own decision
regarding this.
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d. The Clerk informed members of the LGBTQ+ Project and Issue 1 of Reach
Out Magazine that had been received.

The magazine is the first magazine of its kind in Wales and has already
received positive responses from the community and affiliated organisations
across the region, including Dyfed-Powys Police, Hywel Dda Health Board
and the LGBT Cymru Helpline. Anyone wanting to find out more can contact
the sender on abryantevans@cetma.org.uk

This was NOTED by members.

e. Email received from a member of the local community regarding litter and
glass in Betws Park which was discussed in Point 11 above. The Clerk had
responded to the sender.

This was NOTED by members.

f. Email received from the Carmarthenshire Fishermen’s Federation who have
been carrying out tree planting throughout the County of Carmarthenshire.
They are seeking landowners who may want tree planting to be carried out in
the next planting window in November 2021.

The tree planting is carried out in conjunction with the Woodland Trust who
supply native tree saplings for planting along with stakes and protective tubing
to prevent browsing damage.

The trees arrive in 105 or 420 tree packages and consist of varying species
between 12-24” in height.

So far, the following areas have benefitted with 2000 saplings being planted
since November 2020:

Golden Grove Estate (400)
Golden Grove Country Park (200)
River Taf (750)

River Gwendraeth Fach (200)
Penlan Park — Llandeilo (200)
River Dafen — Llanelli (250)

oOuhswWNE

If interested please contact Carmarthenshire’s Fishermen’s Federation
Ecology Officer Shane Thomas.

The Clerk suggested this may be an option for the River Amman bank area in
Betws Park once the remaining Ash trees (over 30 present) with Ash Die Back
Disease have been felled.

Clir Price suggested ensuring trees that helped the bees were required.
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The Clerk informed members that native hawthorn, blackthorn, elderflower
had flowers which are good for pollinators including bees. With willow tree
catkins also being good too. Another option could be to plant heritage fruit
trees which would also have flowers for pollinators. This needs to be
discussed once the ash trees have been felled and can be implemented as
part of a project plan for improving the recreation ground by the relevant
committee.

This was NOTED by members.

g. Email received regarding the Llanelli Mind Project to support those who are
homeless, at risk of homelessness, or facing any housing issues whatsoever
i.e. hoarding, finances, nutrition, domestic violence etc.

Any person rehiring their assistance can contact Stacey Dyer
stacey.dyer@Ilanelli-mind.org.uk or can visit their website www.llanelli-

mind.org.uk

This was NOTED by members.

h. Email received from the Chair of Carmarthenshire Water Safety Partnership
(CWSP) regarding his recent visit to Betws Park and that the vandal proof life
buoy cabinet is still without issue since its installation in September 2020.

Clir Price suggested that a letter of thanks be written to CWSP regarding their
donation and assistance in obtaining the new cabinet. It was RESOLVED that
the Clerk write a letter/email to CWSP.

i. Letter received from the Secretary of Betws RFC — Peter Comley

The Chair informed members that the contents of the letter needed a lot of
thought and discussion and could not be discussed at this meeting.

It was RESOLVED that the Clerk give all Councillors a copy of the letter so
that they may compile questions and give to the Clerk to collate and forward
onto the Community Councils solicitor for advice.

The Clerk informed members that this was the cheapest and most cost
effective option. The Clerk had been in contact with the solicitor regarding this
and the solicitor was happy to proceed this way.

Once the answers to the questions/queries have been received a separate
meeting will be held to discuss.

This was NOTED by members.

14.Payments

a) Clerks Income Tax/NI/Pension £ 388.48
Clerks Salary and Allowances £1136.66
Postage Costs £ 6.46
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b) OVW Clir training for March 2021

Clir Stacey £ 15.00
c) R A Computers £ 54.00
d) OVW Annual Membership £ 360.00
e) CCC Footway Lighting £1118.44
f) Donation request from Royal Air Force Cadets

Ammanford Squadron at Penybanc £ 100.00
g) Orchardweb £ 500.00
h) Parks & Play £ 823.20
i) Wrenvale HYF (Empty Bins) £ 234.00
]) Wrenvale BP (Maintenance + Empty Bins) £ 4188.00

k) Proprint — Summer 2020
(ClIr Phillips Community Survey Printing Costs)£  88.80

Donation Requests (see point 14(f) above)

Members discussed the request.

Donation £100 proposed by Clir Price and seconded by ClIr Picouto — clerk to inform the
requester.

RESOLVED that the above be paid.
15. Planning Applications

Members discussed the applications with Clir Lewis imparting her local knowledge, with all
members agreeing that there were no objections required.

a) PL/01588 — Llwyndu Farm SA18 2RE — No objections
b) PL/01250 — Llwyncwn Cottage SA18 2PL — No objections
c) PL/01696 — Penllech, Cwm Felin Road SA18 2SG — No objections

RESOLVED Clerk to inform planning.
16. Betws In Bloom 2021

A discussion ensued regarding the competition with Cllr Lewis stating that she did not wish to do
the role on her own. There are other members of the Events Committee who can share the load
as Clir Lewis commented on the 2019 Competition where she received no assistance from a
Councillor who has now resigned from post or from the Clerk who was new in post. The new
Clerk had been asked to Judge the gardens by ClIr Lewis and had been present at the Prize
giving in Capel Newydd where the prize winners received their cheques. The Clerk had also
placed articles into the South Wales Guardian publicising the event before and the results after.
The 2020 competition had been cancelled due to the Coronavirus Pandemic and Lockdowns.

The competition will hopefully run in 2022 providing commitment is gained from the Councillors
who sit on the relevant committee.

This was agreed and NOTED by members.
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The meeting Closed at 21:10.

The Clerk left the meeting at 21:10 as ClIr Price requested to speak with County Councillor B
Jones with ClIr Lewis and Richards also being present to discuss an issue not related to this
meeting.

The Clerk returned at 21:19 and closed the meeting system down as the ad hoc meeting had
ended.
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