BETWS COMMUNITY COUNCIL

The monthly meeting of Betws Community Council was held virtually on Starleaf on Wednesday the
27" April 2022 at 7.00 pm.

The meeting was held on a remote basis in accordance with the provisions of the Local Authorities
(Coronavirus) (Meetings) (Wales) Regulations 2020.

Any member of the public who wishes to attend the meeting as a spectator or who has questions to
put to the Councillors should contact the Clerk in order for this to be able to take place and the
correct procedure to be followed.

PRESENT: ClIr Picouto (Chairperson), Clirs Williams, Megrath, Richards, Price,
Lewis, Stacey, M Jones, L Jones, with Cllrs B Jones, Phillips joining late.

County Councillor: B Jones
Clerk: Miss Angela Brown
Member of the Public Present: PCSO 8039 Arwyn Rees

The Chair made a statement that there are 14 applicants for 12 places on the Council and that some
may not make it back and this may be their last meeting. 4 Councillors are not standing again and
he thanked the Councillors for their service through the years and thanked all councillors for what
they have contributed in various ways. Looking forward let's see what the future holds.

1. Apologies
Clir Comley

2. Dyfed Powys Police Monthly Crime Figures for Betws
PCSO 8039 Arwyn Rees gave a total 5 crimes for March in Betws broken down as follows:
March 2022

Criminal Damage — 1
Fly Tipping — 1
Harassment — 1
Burglary — 1

Assault - 1

He also informed members that they were aware of the ongoing issues in Betws Park and that it
they are patrolling regularly as part of their patrol plan. He informed members that as a PCSO
his shift ends at 22:00. A lot of the anti-social behaviour occurs after that and mentioned that he
has seen youths aged 12 and 13 walking around the area at midnight. When stopped and
searched by police officers it is a small number of the same youths who are causing the issues
within the Betws/Ammanford area.

Cllr B Jones joined the meeting at 19:10.
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3. Declaration by Members of Personal and Prejudicial Interests

Clir B Jones as she is both a Community Councillor and County Councillor regarding any
discussions about Betws Park and Maesquarre Playground as they are leased from
Carmarthenshire County Council.

Clir B Jones with regards to point 6b(ii) Urdd Eisteddfod Donation request for Carmarthenshire
2023 as she is Chair for the group.

Clir Picouto with regards to point 10 as he lives adjacent to any potential development in the field
between Woodlands Park and Brynffin and there is also a narrow access track next leading to
the field which runs between his property and his neighbour above.

. To confirm and Sign the Minutes of the Monthly Meeting Held on Wednesday 9t
March 2022

Councillor Stacey proposed and Councillor M Jones seconded and resolved that the minutes of
the previous Council monthly meeting be accepted as a true record.

. County Councillor Report
Members were informed that nothing much is going on due to Purdah.

She has chased highways regarding the implementation of waiting restrictions on Colonel
Road/Heol Y Felin.

A bin has been moved further down Colonel Road from outside No 86 due to complaints of litter
being thrown into the property owner’s garden.

She has chased for the bin which will be placed at the top of Maes Y Betws footpath.
Councillor Price asked for an update on Carmarthenshire County Council’s stance on the
Ukraine refugees to be hosted in the County. County Councillor Jones informed members that
the County Council welcome families/individuals here but she had no specific figures. Individual
people can register with the County Council/Westminster to sponsor families/individuals.

ClIr Phillips joined the meeting at 19:21.

6. Payments/Donation Requests —

a. Clerk Salary and Allowances and Invoices to be paid (see document below)

Payments Made in April 2022

MEETING/BACS PAYEE DETAILS AMOUNT

REFERENCE

27/4/2022 6a Angela Brown Clerks (as per Clerk
Salary/Allowances | Salary and Payroll
and office schedule)
expenses.
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Section 112 Local
Government Act
1972 (as
amended)

27/4/2022 6a

HMRC

Payroll payments.

Section 112 Local
Government Act

(as per Clerk
Salary and Payroll
schedule)

and Heol Y Felin
playgrounds

checks/repairs and
maintenance

Public Health Act
1875, s.164 —
Power to provide
and manage
recreation
grounds.

1972 (as
amended)
27/4/2022 6a Nest Pension paid | Payroll Pension (as per Clerk
by Direct Debit payments. Salary and Payroll
schedule)
Section 112 Local
Government Act
1972 (as
amended)
2714/2022 6a Parks and Play Qtr | Playgrounds £260.00 HYF
4 for Maesquarre | Equipment safety | £260.00 M

£ 6.00 Memory
stick for
inspections

Total £526.00

27/4/2022 6a

Wrenvale Qtr 4
Betws Park

Maintenance and
general upkeep of
Betws Park (as per
management plan)

Public Health Act
1875, s.164 —
Power to provide
and manage
recreation
grounds.

£3465.00
VAT £ 693.00

Total £4158.00

27/4/2022 6a

Wrenvale Qtr 4
Maesquarre

Maintenance and
general upkeep of
Maesquarre
Playground (as per
management plan)

Public Health Act
1875, s.164 —
Power to provide
and manage

£490.00
VAT £ 98.00

Total £588.00
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recreation
grounds.

27/4/2022 6a

Wrenvale Qtr 4
Heol Y Felin

Maintenance and
general upkeep of
Heol Y Felin
Playground and
Green (as per
management plan)

Public Health Act
1875, s.164 —
Power to provide
and manage
recreation
grounds.

£370.00
VAT £ 74.00

Total £444.00

27/4/2022 6a

Orchardweb

Create and amend
post grid for a
neater display on
the News page x
10 in English and
Welsh on the
website.

Local Government
Act 1972, s. 142
and Local
Government
(Democracy)
(Wales) Act 2013
s.58

£60.00

27/4/2022 6a

Carmarthenshire
County Council

Replacement of
Lanterns x 10 (to
be invoiced
annually from
2021/22 to
2028/29)

Parish Councils
Act 1957, s. 3 and

£173.75
VAT: £ 34.75

Total:£208.50

2021- March 2022

Parish Councils
Act 1957, s. 3 and
Highways Act
1980, s.301

Highways Act
1980, s.301
27/4/2022 6a Carmarthenshire Footway Lighting £ 889.60
County Council charges April VAT: £177.92

Total: £1067.52
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27/4/2022 6a

Wales Audit

2020/2021 Audit
Fee

Public Audit
(Wales) Act 2004
and Accounts and
Audit (Wales)
Regulations 2014

£265.00

27/4/2022 6a

CSB

Payroll
administration

Local Government
Act 1972 (as
amended) s.112

£240.00
VAT: £ 48.00

Total:£288.00

27/4/2022 6a

Councillor Picouto

Chair Allowance

Local Government
(Wales) Measure
2011, Part 8

£300.00

27/4/2022 6a

R A Computers

Laptop annual
service and install
new security

Local Government
Act 1972, s. 142
and Local
Government
(Democracy)
(Wales) Act 2013
s.58

£50.00
VAT: £10.00

Total:£60.00

27/4/2022 6a

Mr L Llewellyn

Internal Audit Fee

Accounts and
Audit (Wales)
Regulations 2014

£300.00

It was RESOLVED that the Clerk pay the above.

6a. Payments Received

The Clerk informed members that the payment of £500 for Betws RFC rent which was due 25
March 2022 had been received on Monday 11™ April 2022. The next payment will be due on 25%

September 2022.

6b. Donation Requests

A discussion regarding the donation requests ensued and voted on:

(1) Ammanford Lions Club — No donation — voted by all
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(i) Urdd Eisteddfod, Carmarthenshire 2023 — Donation £100 proposed by Cllir M Jones
seconded by ClIr Williams, Clir Stacey of Finance Committee stated there were
sufficient funds and all voted and agreed on making this donation.

(i)  Teenage Cancer Trust — No donation — voted by all

(iv)  Kids Cancer Charity — No donation — voted by all

Clir B Jones declared an interest in point 6b(ii) as she is chair of the group.
It was RESOLVED the Clerk inform the requestors of the above decisions.
6¢c. Donation Received

A donation had been received from Betws In Need for £1,900 to place 2 x Defibrillators within
the village at Betws Primary School and Betws Family Centre which is an initiative that
Councillors Picouto and Comley are implementing on behalf of Betws Community.

The Clerk had sent a Thank You letter to Betws In Need.

Clir Picouto gave an update of progress with this initiative and grant application to the Welsh
Government which will enable the village to have up to 4 defibrillators as well as the one already
at Betws RFC. Potential other sites are Ty Coch and on the Mountain Road.

Clir B Jones stated that there was a defibrillator at a property on Argoed Road she will enquire
as to its exact location.

A discussion ensued regarding the cost of maintenance and regular checking of the equipment.
Clir Comley has previously put himself forward to check and maintain as he already does with
Betws RFC defibrillator. The costs of replacing batteries and packs are to be determined and
depend on the type of defibrillator installed.

7. To agree to pay the Clerk on 11t May prior to the Annual Meeting date of 18" May as
Councillors retire on Monday 9" May and will not hold office again until their Declaration
of Office is signed at the Annual Meeting.

This was agreed Clerk to liaise with the Chair. The Clerk informed members that the Chair will
remain in post after other members retire at midnight on the 9" May as it his duty to open the
Annual Meeting scheduled for the 18" May 2022 and ensure election of a new chair. The Chair
also gives his report on the previous year in office of chair and how the council has performed.

The Clerk also informed members that for those members who are not standing they will need
to remove all council documents from their devices. Protocol is that personal emails should not
be used by Councillors and that emails are set up for each Councillor, there is a small annual
fee for this but it is the correct practice. County Councillors have emails such as B Jones whose
email is betsanjones@carmarthenshire.gov.uk for this Council it would be:
Cllrname@betwscommunitycouncil.nameofserviceprovider.net/co.uk/com etc.

The Clerk will introduce this with the new group of Councillors in due course.
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8. Audit

Councillors agreed the Annual Return for the year ended 31 March 2022 including the Annual
Governance Statements along with the results of the annual Internal Audit being discussed. The
Chair will sign the form in due course so that the Clerk can submit to Wales Audit along with the
additional information requested under the new audit process for this year.

9. Planning Applications — none received

10.Exempt Report: Proposals to resolve the issues for the land held in Trust for the people
of Betws which include Betws RFC.

The Chair gave a brief introduction informing all of the amount of time, money and the longevity
of the issues along with the input gained from various avenues before handing over to the Clerk
stating: “In fairness to the Clerk and others she has done all the ground work, spoken to as many
people as she can, she is the best authority on overall issues here not dismissing anyone
previously involved. Many documents have been sent to you for this meeting to ensure you are
all as well informed as possible in order to make decisions.”

Proposals were made, discussions ensued and voted on.

It was RESOLVED that the Clerk will implement the decisions made with regards to the issues
along with some additional questions which require advice from the solicitor. Providing all sides
agree to the proposals the various matters can end and allow all involved to move on.

In the future all new Councillors will be given the relevant information regarding the background
and outcome by the Clerk to ensure that moving forward the Council discharges its duty under
the terms of the Betws RFC Lease and Trusteeship from the original land conveyance and
declaration of trust from 1947.

11.Councillor Opt Out Forms for year ending 31/3/2022.

The Clerk chased a number of Councillors who are still to return the form or submit details should
they wish to claim the allowance.

12.Clerks Learning Agreement for her CiLCA training
The document was discussed and it was proposed by ClIr Stacey and seconded by Clir M Jones
that Council adhere to the learning agreement, all members voted for the proposal.

The Chair will sign the document in due course.

13.Feedback from Committees (all minutes of the Committee Meetings can be viewed on the
Community Council Website where the Full Council Meeting minutes are also available):

Clir M Jones informed members of the last meeting of the Recreation Committee was on 3 March
2022 and that the minutes can be viewed on the website.

a) Recreation Ground Committee- meadow/trees

The Clerk informed members that the grass area between the tennis courts and the footbridge
has previously been scattered with wild flowers, the contractor has been informed not to mow
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this area although it will be framed which means that a strip along the footpath will be mown
to stop the grass encroaching the path.

There are a number of trees which are affected by the ongoing Ash Die Back disease. The
Tree Survey Company will be conducting their survey in July when the trees are in full leaf in
order to identify the progress of the disease on each affected tree as well as conducting a
health survey on all the trees within the recreation areas.

Clir Price asked if the disease was spread if the felled trees were chipped and used as muich.
The Clerk informed members that it was an airborne disease and that she would seek
definitive answers with regards to the felled trees being used within the park and possible
effects and report back to Council.

b) Tenders for Betws Park Project to be discussed and agreed who the contract will
be given to.

Clir M Jones gave his report on the tenders received informing members that the hard
landscaping element of the project had exceeded the figures used when applying for the grant
funding. A discussion ensued with Clir M Jones giving options that could be taken.

It was proposed by Cllir M Jones to accept Tender 3 the lowest tender providing the figure
can be reduced further given the proposed change of type of work and rather than removing
the tarmac to overlay with sub-base and soil and plant trees through the tarmac.

Clir M Jones was given delegated authority to negotiate the above changes with the chosen
contractor, providing they agree to the changes and reduce costs significantly and bring the
results back to full council for approval.

Clir Stacey proposed that providing the figure does not go over £48,000 to accept Tender 3
once changes are made as described. This was seconded by CliIr Phillips and voted for by all
present.

c) Quote from Parks & Play for rubber surface repair in Heol Y Felin

Members agreed the quote for repairs.

ClIr Price informed members that the length of the chain holding the Saucer Swing at Heol Y
Felin had not been adjusted by the contractor.

It was RESOLVED that the Clerk inform the contractor of the acceptance of the quote for the
rubber surface repair chase regarding the repair on the swing to be actioned.

d) Finance Committee — Clerks contract, budget for 2023/2024.

The meeting was held on 26™ April and it was proposed by ClIr Stacey that as there were
some outstanding enquiries that this would be brought to the next meeting. This was agreed
by all members.

e) Correspondence - Email from Emily Hughes regarding Maesquarre Playground
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The Clerk informed members that a statutory declaration had been sworn regarding the
playground and that this was now going through the Land Registry process.

f) Correspondence — Email from Carmarthenshire Play Park Community Boards
Project

An offer of communication boards for the 2 playgrounds within Betws which will allow children
a visual means to communicate for those who have difficulty in communicating verbally. The
2 boards are free of charge.

It was proposed by CliIr Phillips to request boards and seconded by Clir Williams who also
suggested 2 boards for Betws Park.

The Clerk will enquire and order the boards for the 2 playgrounds.
g) Chair allowance

CliIr Picouto informed members that his allowance is being given to Betws Primary School to
go towards a well-being area for the pupils within the school to seek solace should they wish.

The meeting Closed at 21:20.
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