BETWS COMMUNITY COUNCIL

The monthly meeting of Betws Community Council was held as a Hybrid Meeting at Betws RFC
and virtually on Microsoft Teams on Wednesday 19" April 2023 at 7.00pm.

The meeting was held on a remote basis in accordance with the provisions of the Local Authorities
(Coronavirus) (Meetings) (Wales) Regulations 2020 and Local Government and Elections (Wales)
Act 2021.

Any member of the public who wishes to attend the meeting as a spectator or who has questions to
put to the Councillors should contact the Clerk in order for this to be able to take place and the
correct procedure to be followed.

The meeting started at 19:08

PRESENT: ClIr Dave Stacey (Chairperson), Clirs Paul Allchurch, James Derrick, Jose
Picouto.

County Councillor: Betsan Jones
Clerk: Miss Angela Brown
Member of the Public Present: No one

PCSO: Not present

1. Public Questions/Representations
No one present
2. a)Apologies

Councillors Mike Jones, Maureen Williams, Karen McMinn-Davies, Peter Comley, Carwyn Jones
and Lynwen Phillips.

b) Resignation

Councillor A Williams has resigned from the Council, the Chair has accepted his resignation and
it was RESOLVED that the Clerk inform Carmarthenshire County Council of this vacancy as per
protocol.

3. Dyfed Powys Police Monthly Crime Figures for Betws

A total of TBC crimes for March 2023 in Betws broken down as follows:

The 12 Crimes for February were still on the DPP Website the March Crime figures are yet to
be updated when checked 19/4/2023.
(Violence and Sexual Offences — 9, Criminal Damage Arson — 2, Other Crimes — 1)

The link for Betws ward below.
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Betws | Police.uk (www.police.uk)

4. Declaration by Members of Personal and Prejudicial Interests

Councillor Jose Picouto regarding point 10 and Planning Application PL/05546 with regard to the
residential development on land opposite the Plough and Harrow, Betws, SA18 2HE in his
capacity as Governor for the school he would welcome the development that would increase the

presence of families in the area and attendance to the local primary school.

5. To confirm and Sign the Minutes of the Monthly Meeting Held on Wednesday 8
March 2023.

Councillor Picouto proposed and Councillor Derrick seconded and resolved that the minutes of

the Council’s monthly meetings held on 81" March 2023 be accepted as a true record

6. County Councillor Report

1.

The raised pavement at Heol Y Felin issue is still ongoing and Cllr Jones will make
further enquiries regarding the trip hazard on the pavement she will keep
contacting/reminding CCC until the trip hazard is resolved.

Update regarding 13 d) on the agenda — Carmarthenshire County Council (CCC) have
paid for the electrical installations for the defibrillators in Betws Primary School and
the Family Centre. Councillor Comley has delivered the defibrillator cabinets to both
sites and both sites are waiting for CCC electrician to return and connect the supply to
the cabinets ready for the defibrillators to be placed inside.

Update given regarding the lifting of the loading/unloading restrictions on Colonel
Road and the survey results for double yellow lines for Pentwyn Road. Councillor
Jones has been in regular contact with the highways department referring to various
emails including one on 9/3/2023 where the lifting of the restrictions was to be done
in two weeks but still not actioned. She had a reply today 19/4/2023 with an update
informing her that the traffic management team are down by 50% and the work is on
the top of the list. Next week the results of the survey will be analysed and an order
will follow.

The opening event for the Betws Park Nature Project was a success and thanks both
the Chair of the Community Council Dave Stacey and Deputy Lord Lieutenant Jayne
Picouto for giving excellent speeches.

It was RESOLVED that the clerk send thank you letters to Ammanford Town
Council for the loan of the gazebo, to Wrenvale for collecting and erecting the
gazebo, Capel Newydd for the loan of the tables and Betws Primary School for the
loan of the chairs and to the Deputy Lord Lieutenant for her participation and
attendance at the opening event.

ClIr A Williams has contacted me regarding new footpath signage on Cwmfelin Road
which lead to Maeslech Farm have been tampered with this was reported to the police
and is recorded as DP-20230411-038. The owner of Maeslech Farm spoke with
members of the Betws Wanderers Walking Group and wants to work with them
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regarding a route being agreed that will work for both the farmer and the footpath

users.

6. Update on the re-opening of the Hopkinstown footpaths — two landowners have
agreed for gates and one wants a diversion on their land which is currently being

discussed.

7. Discussion ensued regarding events being held in Betws Park with a requirement from
local organisers to contact Betws Community Council prior to setting anything up at
the park as this needs to be authorised by the Community Council to ensure risk
assessments, H&S and Insurance criteria are in place and to ensure no one else is
planning an event for the same day. The Family Centre Manager is to contact the
Clerk at Betws Community Council to give a list of proposed events so that they can
be discussed at a meeting of the Council.

The above report was NOTED by members.

Councillor B Jones left the meeting at 20:00.

a. Clerk Salary and Allowances and Invoices to be paid (see document below)

7. Payments/Donation Requests —

Payments Made in April 2023

Section 112 Local
Government Act
1972 (as
amended)

LG(FP)A 1963 s5

MEETING/BACS PAYEE DETAILS AMOUNT

REFERENCE

19/4/2023 point 7 | Angela Brown Clerks (as per Clerk
Salary/Allowances | Salary and Payroll
and office schedule)
expenses.

19/4/2023 point 7

HMRC

Payroll payments.

(as per Clerk
Salary and Payroll

Section 112 Local | schedule)
Government Act
1972 (as
amended)
19/4/2023 point 7 | Nest Pension paid | Payroll Pension (as per Clerk
by Direct Debit payments. Salary and Payroll

schedule)
Section 112 Local
Government Act
1972 (as
amended)
19/4/2023 point 7 | CliIr Phillips 50mm wide dark £4.99
green ribbon for VAT £1.00
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Betws Park
opening event on
17 March 2023
Betws Park Nature
Project Funding
from the Welsh
Government Local
Places for Nature
and National
Lottery Heritage
Grant Funding

Public Health Act
1875, s.164 —
Power to provide
and manage
recreation
grounds.

Total £5.99

19/4/2023 point 7

Clirs Phillips

Water for Betws
Park opening
event on 17 March
2023

Betws Park Nature
Project Funding
from the Welsh
Government Local
Places for Nature
and National
Lottery Heritage
Grant Funding

Public Health Act
1875, s.164 —
Power to provide
and manage
recreation
grounds.

Amount TBC
awaiting receipt
from Councillor

8/3/2023 point 7

Y Gegin Fach

Providing a buffet
no.70@ £7.50 per
head for Betws
Park opening
event on 17 March
2023

Betws Park Nature
Project Funding
from the Welsh
Government Local
Places for Nature

£525.00
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and National
Lottery Heritage
Grant Funding
Public Health Act
1875, s.164 —
Power to provide
and manage
recreation
grounds.

19/4/2023 point 7

Carmarthenshire
County Council

Footway Lighting
Charges for
1/4/2022 to
31/3/2023

Parish Councils
Act 1957, s3 &
Highways Act
1980, s301

£503.
Maintenance of
lighting

£275.
usage charge

Total

VAT

Total

85—

52 — Energy

- £779.37
£155.87

£935.24

19/4/2023 point 7

Wrenvale

Betws Park

Maintenance and
general upkeep of
Betws Park (as per
management plan)

Public Health Act
1875, s.164 —
Power to provide
and manage
recreation
grounds.

VAT
Total

£ 3,465.00

£ 693.00
£ 4,158.00

19/4/2023 point 7

Wrenvale

Heol Y Felin
Green and
Playground

Maintenance and
general upkeep of
Betws Park (as per
management plan)

Public Health Act
1875, s.164 —
Power to provide
and manage
recreation
grounds.

VAT
Total

£ 370.00

£ 74.00
£ 44400

19/4/2023 point 7

Wrenvale

Maesquarre
Park/Playground

£ 490.00
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Maintenance and
general upkeep of
Betws Park (as per
management plan)
Public Health Act
1875, s.164 —
Power to provide
and manage
recreation
grounds.

VAT £ 98.00
Total £ 588.00

19/4/2023 point 7

Wrenvale

Supply and erect
railway sleepers
and dispose of old
wood and debris.

Maintenance and
general upkeep of
Betws Park (as per
management plan)

Public Health Act
1875, s.164 —
Power to provide
and manage
recreation
grounds.

£150.00
VAT £ 30.00
Total £180.00
(Recreation
Ground Committee
£1,000

maintenance
budget)

19/4/2023 point 7

Parks and Play

Routine
inspections Heol Y
Felin Playground
Routine
inspections
Maesquarre
Playground

Extra for sites =
Labour for work at
Maesquarre and
Heol Y Felin for
the replacement of
swing shackles
and new handles —
as per invoice
number 0183

Playgrounds
Equipment safety
checks/repairs and
maintenance

£260.00

£260.00

£150.00

£670 Total
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Public Health Act
1875, s.164 —
Power to provide
and manage
recreation
grounds.
19/4/2023 point 7 | One Voice Wales | Code of Conduct £35.00
(OVvWw) Training — New
Councillor James
Derrick 30/3/2023

LGA 2000
19/4/2023 point 7 Defibrillator Project | £1725.00

Cabinets
purchased as part
of the for the
community funds
donated by Betws
In Need.
19/4/2023 point 7 Microsoft 365 £59.99
Business Basic

1TB of Cloud
Storage

LGA (FP) A 1963
s5

The chair informed the clerk that the outstanding receipt from Councillor Phillips could be paid
out of Council funds if required and not the Betws Park Nature Project grant fund for the opening
event as it had not been received.

The clerk informed members that the CCC Footway Lighting bill was queried as there were 2
amounts and no explanation that one was for the maintenance and other for electricity usage.
She was informed that the Community Council had been protected from the energy spike in the
last financial year due to Procure All Wales however this year it will significantly increase by
approximately 120% therefore Council needs to budget for this.

The clerk informed members that the one drive cloud storage was % full with the council
documents that are held, some had been deleted but the clerk felt the rest were required to be
kept. She had backed up the documents onto a hard drive. The outlook storage was half of the
remaining space with the other half being free space. 4.6 of the 5GB space used which equates
to over 90%. It was RESOLVED that the clerk see what other documents can be deleted and
put on hold the purchase of Microsoft 365 extra cloud storage.

It was RESOLVED that the above be paid, with the exception of the Microsoft 365 Business
Basic, which would be returned to a future meeting following a check of the laptop.
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8. Audit
a) Internal Audit for 1/4/2022- 31/3/2023 to ask Mr Lyn Llewellyn to conduct the
internal audit

The clerk informed members she had contacted Mr Lyn Llewellyn, and he was again prepared
to carry out the Internal Audit for 2022/2023.

Following a short discussion, it was RESOLVED the clerk asks Mr Llewellyn to conduct the audit.

b) External Audit for 1/4/2021 - 31/3/2022 — update as per email sent in March
This was NOTED by members.

c) Opt Out forms —the following Councillors have not indicated by sending the
clerk the form that they wish to Opt out of receiving payment: Clirs Stacey,
Phillips, McMinn-Davies and Derrick.

Clir Stacey sent his via email to the clerk and a form was forwarded to Councillor
Derrick during the meeting however councillors Phillips and McMinn-Davies were not
present.

d) HMRC VAT exception letter request — update

Letter and form dated 315t March 2023 received from HMRC VAT registration service
on 4™ April requesting further information. The clerk contacted HMRC by telephone
then completed the form and a covering letter. Waiting their response regarding
whether or not an exception will be granted.

9. Exempt Matters — Land issue legal correspondence (as per emails sent 29
March 2023 & 3 April 2023)

Discussion ensued and it was Proposed by Councillor Picouto and Seconded by

Councillor Derrick and agreed by all present to accept and approve the plan for the

registration of the green hatched area of land on the plan attached to the letter dated

13 March 2023 by the other side. Also, to approve and accept the draft licence of the

letter dated 27 March 2023.

Clerk informed members that she does not have a plan of the fire escape but has

emailed Carmarthenshire County Council’s planning department to see if | can

obtain a copy from the original planning application from the 1990’s.

It was RESOLVED that the clerk contact the solicitor regarding the above.
10.Planning Applications —

PL/05546 - Residential Development (9 Bungalows) - Land opposite the Plough and
Harrow, Betws, Ammanford, SA18 2HE (email sent 13/3/2023)

Council had objections to this application which were discussed.
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PL/05547 — Lawful Development Certificate for residential caravan at Blaen Nant'Y
Cadno Isaf Farm, Cwmfelin Road, Betws SA18 2SW (email sent 15 March 2023)

Council had no objections to this application.

PL/05680 - Single storey rear extension to provide shower room and bedroom - 97
Colonel Road, Betws, Ammanford, SA18 2HW (email sent 27 March 2023)

Council had no objections to this application.

PL/05530 - Small porch area at front of house coming off front doorway entrance -
30 Caemawr, Ammanford, SA18 2HH (email sent 3 April 2023)

Council had no objections to this application.

PL/05597 - Council had objections to this application which were discussed.

RESOLVED that the clerk inform the planning department of the above.
11.Correspondence/Matters for Information/Action (emails sent out to members)

a) Community Review of all Town/Community Councils in Carmarthenshire-Formal
Consultation (email sent 15 March 2023)

This was NOTED by members.

b) Temporary road closure: C2141 TIRYCOED ROAD, GLANAMMAN SA18 2YL to
ensure public safety whilst BT has access to an replace overhead poles, which shall
take place on Tuesday 18™ April 2023 from 09:30 to 15:30 (email sent 15 March
2023)

This was NOTED by members.

c) Independent Remuneration Panel for Wales Annual Report - February 2023
(email sent 15 March 2023)

This was NOTED by members.

d) Planning Policy Wales: Net benefit for biodiversity and ecosystems' resilience
consultation (email sent 15 March 2023)

This was NOTED by members.
e) Taxi and Private Hire Vehicle (Wales) Bill (email sent 15 March 2023)
This was NOTED by members.

f) Thanks for 20 - the new 20mph limit which will be operational from this September
17t (email sent 15 March 2023)

A discussion ensued the Chair asked the clerk to email County Councillor B Jones
as she had left the meeting earlier regarding Carmarthenshire County Councils plans
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to changing the speed limit from 30 to 20 mph within the Betws area as there is a
20mph zone near the primary school. Would some areas remain at 30mph?

It was RESOLVED that the clerk contact the County Councillor and ask her to
feedback the information at the next meeting.

g) Email received from a member of the community regarding concerns over
speeding on Pentwyn Road (email sent 11 and 12 April 2023)

This was updated earlier in the meeting by County Councillor B Jones at point 6.3.

h) Email received from a member of the community regarding footpath signage being
damaged on Cwmfelin Road (email sent 11 April 2023)

This was updated earlier in the meeting by County Councillor B Jones at point 6.5.

i)Email received from One Voice Wales regarding new model standing orders to be
issued due to the changes in the law made by Welsh Government (email sent 13
April 2023)

The was NOTED by members with the chair asking the clerk to forward once
received.

j) National test of the UK’s new emergency alerts system on Sunday 23 April 2023 at
15:00 whereby mobile phones will make a siren like sound for 10 seconds even if on
silent mode, phones will display a message about the test, phones will vibrate.

The was NOTED by members.

k) The clerk informed members that on 28 March 2023 she had attended the West
Wales branch meeting of the SLCC and was informed that the Welsh Government
along with other parties such as the SLCC and OVW have set up a working group
and are looking at all aspects of the Digital Health of Town and Community Councils.
Also, clerks were asked about the status of the Toolkit within their Council which was
launched last year for Town and Community Councils. It was suggested that
Councils set up a working group to work their way through part 2 of the toolkit.

The was NOTED by members.

12.Feedback from planned visit on 22 November 2022 to check RFC as per the
requirements of the lease — Cllr McMinn-Davies, ClIr Phillips and ClIr M Jones.

The Councillors were not present at this meeting however, the visit is yet to be
arranged and conducted by the Councillors. Clir McMinn-Davies has received the
relevant documentation from the RFC as part of the checks which had been provided
by the Secretary of the Club Peter Comley who is waiting on a date from Council for
the visit.

It was RESOLVED that this would be placed on the agenda again for the next
meeting in May.

13.Feedback from Committees (all minutes of the Committee Meetings can be viewed
on the Community Council Website where the Full Council Meeting minutes are also
available):
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a)Recreation Ground Committee

i)to discuss and agree who is going to conduct the weekly checks at
Betws Park and email the clerk this includes ensuring that the life buoy
is in place on the bridge (Health and Safety) due to Councillors
resignation.

Councillor Derrick will conduct the weekly checks and email the clerk. The
chair will send a google form that he has set up for his Maesquarre
Playground checks to Councillor Derrick with the areas that need to be
checked set up.

ijupdate Betws Park Project/Opening Event/outstanding receipts
required by clerk — Cllr M Jones

An update had been given by County Councillor B Jones who had attended
the event on 17" March 2023 at point 6.4 and a discussion had ensued
regarding thanking Ammanford Town Council clerk for lending the gazebo, to
Wrenvale setting up and taking down the gazebo, tables and chairs and
Deputy Lord Lieutenant Jayne Picouto for attending and giving her speech at
the opening event.

iii) Suggestions to be made on how the new area is to be managed and
by whom, what is allowed to be done regarding shrub and tree planting
bench placement and community use of the area and the process of
gaining permission.

A discussion ensued and the Council note that after the opening event for the
new Nature area within Betws Park that this now provides an opportunity to
formalise relationships between The Friends of Betws Volunteer Group and
Betws Community Council to ensure a clear understanding of how the park
continues to develop.

It was RESOLVED that the chair Dave Stacey will draft a letter and organise a
meeting between the parties to formalise and discuss the management of the
new area in conjunction with the contractor Wrenvale to ensure the whole
area is managed and that lines of communication are maintained/set up to
ensure all voices are heard.

b) Maesquarre and Heol Y Felin Playground —
i)Plaque stolen from the Queens Platinum Jubilee installation at Heol
Y Felin — Peter Comley

Councillor Picouto informed members that the plaque had not been stolen
but had come loose as it had only been glued in place and he had
removed it and had asked the local company who had fitted it to fix it more
securely with screws and glue to ensure it remains in place.
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c) Finance and Staffing Committee — Clerk awaiting receipt of the
outstanding minutes for meetings held last year 26 April 2022, 5 June
2022 and 8 November 2022.

The chair Dave Stacey informed members that this was a task yet to be
completed. Also, that a meeting was required to discuss budgets for next
year. He also suggested updating the Terms of Reference for the
Community and Events Committee to ensure that it covered community
engagement due to the suggestions that Clir Alichurch has made in
previous meetings.

d) Defibrillator Project — update from Clirs Comley/Picouto

An update had been given by County Councillor B Jones at point 6.2
regarding the installation by Carmarthenshire County Coucncil of the
electrics at Betws Primary School and Betws Family Centre for the
defibrillators.

Councillor Picouto explained that out of the £1,900 donation from Betws in
Need that £175 remained after the £1,725 payment to the Heartbeat Trust
UK for the 3 Defibrillator cabinets had been made. He proposed that the
£175 be earmarked for any future maintenance that will be required such
as for new batteries for the defibrillators which have been placed at the 3
sites (Betws Primary School, the Family Centre and Ty Coch). This was
seconded by Councillor Alichurch and agreed by those present.

Councillor Picouto also suggested a press release and photo opportunity
be taken with Betws in Need members once the defibrillators are in situ.

The clerk informed members that on 10 May the Annual Meeting (AM) takes place
prior to the monthly meeting. It normally begins at 18:30, discussion ensued and it
was RESOLVED that the Annual Meeting commence at 19:00 followed by monthly
meeting once AM ends.

The meeting Closed at 21:11.
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