BETWS COMMUNITY COUNCIL

The monthly meeting of Betws Community Council was held virtually on Starleaf on Wednesday the
8" December 2021 at 7.00 pm.

The meeting was held on a remote basis in accordance with the provisions of the Local Authorities
(Coronavirus) (Meetings) (Wales) Regulations 2020.

Any member of the public who wishes to attend the meeting as a spectator or who has questions to
put to the Councillors should contact the Clerk in order for this to be able to take place and the
correct procedure to be followed.

As the Chair and Vice Chair had given apologies ClIr Stacey was elected to be chair for this meeting
and was proposed by Clir M Jones and seconded by Clir Price.

The Clerk had connection issues and the meeting began at 19:15. ClIr Stacey proposed to bring
forward point 5 so that the PCSO could give the Crime Figures and take questions from the
Councillors.

PRESENT: ClIrs. Stacey (Chairperson), Clirs Richards, Lewis, Price, Williams and M
Jones

County Councillor: Not present
Clerk: Miss Angela Brown
Member of the Public Present: PCSO 8039 Arwyn Rees
1. Apologies
Clir B Jones, ClIr L Jones, ClIr Megrath, Clir Picouto and ClIr Phillips may be late joining
2. Declaration by Members of Personal and Prejudicial Interests

a. None
b. Clir Stacey declared an interest as his children attend Adran Penrhyd under point 7b.

3. Dyfed Powys Police Monthly Crime Figures for Betws
PCSO 8039 Arwyn Rees gave a total of 6 crime for November in Betws broken down as follows:

Assault — 2
Harassment — 3
Theft -1

Clirs Williams asked how often patrol were made around Betws Park as it is very rare to see a
PCSO/PC patrolling?

PCSO 8039 Rees replied by explaining that the Police have Patrol Plans which are updated daily
and are dependent on whether they receive reports/calls for a specific area. Their patrols will
target an area at various times of the day and they will do so for 2 weeks. He informed members
that more phone calls = more problems in an area = more patrols. He advised members to
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telephone 101 with any reports of antisocial behaviour or other problems they are encountering
and to inform members of the community to do the same.

Clir Price raised a long-standing issue of children congregating and disrupting traffic by Touts
garage and the roundabout beyond.

PCSO 8039 Rees responded informing members that he regularly speaks to the children and
deals with their behaviour as he finds. He reiterated the need to telephone 101 at the time of
issues occurring and not hours or days after.

Cllr Phillips joined the meeting at 19:23.

4. To confirm and Sign the Minutes of the Monthly Meeting Held on Wednesday 10t
November 2021

Councillor Williams proposed and Councillor Richards seconded and resolved that the minutes
of the previous Council monthly meeting be accepted as a true record. All members present
voted to confirm the minutes were correct with 1 abstention as not present last month.

5. County Councillor Report

An emailed update had been sent to all Councillors and Clerk by County Councillor B Jones as
follows:

a) As | am unable to attend tonight’'s meeting, here is an update on the picnic area above
the Scotch Pine regarding the memorabilia, broken picnic benches and the stolen
signage.

“We are hoping to produce some signage to advise the public that any memorial items left at our
picnic sites will be removed twice yearly — 15t week of April and 1st week of October.

We do not intend to hold items but with the signage in place people will be aware and will be
able to collect items themselves prior to the Authority removing them if they wish.

The picnic benches will be inspected as soon as possible and replaced as necessary.” (From
Caroline Ferguson, CCC)

And

“We have tried to track down the original painting as many of the old ones are held in archive,
but unfortunately we have been unsuccessful. The good news is that we have raised an order
for a new illustration to be designed by a local contractor, who has started work on this. As soon
as | have a first draft | will send on for your approval.” (From Sarah Owen, Marketing and Tourism
Officer)

ClIr Price stated that the old sign showed the villages that can be seen from the viewing point at
the picnic site.

b) Since becoming County Councillor in 2017 | have donated something annually to local
organisations, it was agreed in the last Recreation Committee Meeting that | could buy
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Christmas Lights for the tree at Maesquarre Park. | hope this is ok with all the other
Councillors?

Clir M Jones explained that the lights are battery operated lights and that there will be no
cost to the Community Council for their running or erection. All members voted and had
no objection and would like to thank County Councillor B Jones for her donation.

6. Precept for 2022/2023 to be discussed and agreed upon.
A discussion ensued. Clir M Jones informing members of the Finance training he’d had with
OVW earlier this year where it is advised that all Community Councils have a ‘forward plan’ which
reflect the needs of the area, the Councils aspirations and a Business Plan, this is something
that this Council does not have.

The Clerk gave an update of the finances and the projected spend for year end which would take
the Community Council over the current precept amount.

It was proposed by ClIr Stacey that the precept be raised by £5,000 this was seconded by Clir
Williams with 5 members voting for and 2 abstentions.

It was RESOLVED that the precept be raised by £5,000.
7. Payments/Donation Requests — Adran Penrhyd, Marie Curie, Gloman

a. Clerk Salary and Allowances and Invoices to be paid (see document below)

Payments Made in December 2021

MEETING/BACS PAYEE DETAILS AMOUNT
REFERENCE
8/12/2021 7a Angela Brown Clerks (as per Clerk Salary

Salary/Allowances and Payroll
and office expenses | schedule)

Section 112 Local

Government Act
1972 (as amended)
8/12/2021 7a HMRC Payroll payments for | (as per Clerk Salary
October 2021 and Payroll
schedule)
Section 112 Local
Government Act
1972 (as amended)
8/12/2021 7a Nest Pension paid by | Payroll Pension (as per Clerk Salary
Direct Debit payments for and Payroll
October 2021 schedule)
Section 112 Local
Government Act
1972 (as amended)
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Clir Phillips proposed that the above payments be made and this was seconded by Clir Williams
and voted by all.

It was RESOLVED that the Clerk pay the above.
Donation Requests
b.Adran Penrhyd

It was proposed by ClIr Williams that £50 be donated to this local dance group, this
was seconded by ClIr Phillips and voted for by 6 members with 1 abstention.

c.Marie Curie

It had previously been agreed by members that the Community Council would only
donate to local charities/causes. As this is a national entity it was agreed that on this
occasion there would be no donation made.

d.Gloman

It was proposed by ClIr Williams that £50 be donated to this local Welsh magazine
which covers the Amman Valley, this was seconded by CliIr Price and voted for by
the 7 members present.

e.Cancer Information and Support Services (CISS)

It had previously been agreed by members that the Community Council would only
donate to local charities/causes. It was agreed that on this occasion there would be
no donation made.

8. Correspondence —

a) Thank you letter for donation from the Royal British Legion and the Welsh Air
Ambulance.

The letters were NOTED by members.
b) Civility and Respect Statement to be placed onto the Website.

It was agreed and voted by all members present that the statement be placed onto the
Community Council website bilingually.

c) Dog Fouling Campaign posters from Keep Wales Tidy

This was NOTED by members and agreed that the posters be displayed in Betws Park
Notice Board.

A discussion ensued regarding dog fouling and Clir M Jones and Williams will borrow
some stencils that can be used to place various motifs onto the tarmac paths from a
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neighbouring Council who have them. There may be a cost implication with regards to
this.

d) Former Councillor June Gunter

The Clerk informed members that a condolence card had been sent to the family and that
she had held the office of Community Councillor for Betws for over 20 years serving as
Chair 1997-1998 and had also been a school governor.

e) Heol Y Felin Cricket nets

The Cricket frame is not owned by Betws Community Council, although they had given
permission for the frame and nets to be stored on Heol Y Felin green which is where they
are currently. It was the disbanded local Cricket clubs property. Betws RFC have the
memorabilia displayed within their clubhouse.

It was RESOLVED that the Clerk inform Councillor Comley of this.
f) Christmas Party update

As the Family Centre are holding 2 Christmas Parties it was decided that Betws RFC
would not hold a party this year. Cllir Williams informed members that he is going to be
‘Father Christmas’ on behalf of the Betws Community Council for the 2 parties and for the
local primary school.

g) Christmas Lights update — Mike Jones

The original lights purchased by the Community Council from SSE which were gold-
coloured lights have not been located. SSE have given 4 strings of flashing white lights
and 2 new sets of static white lights to replace, they have recently moved Depots and they
have not been found.

The lights were due to go up on 7" December however this was disrupted by Storm Barra.
A revised date of Friday 10" December has now been arranged.

Members thanked Cllirs M Jones and Williams for spending the time to sort out the
Christmas Lighting.

Clir M Jones suggested that plans be made to light/place festive banners over the whole
of Betws, this idea to be placed in a forward 5 year plan for the Community Council and
to be passed to the Community and Events Committee so that they can discuss. Clir M
Jones has experience of lighting and the requirements for erection from his past and
informed members that it is not impossible but needs to be planned for and worked
towards.

It was RESOLVED that this be passed to the Community and Events Committee to plan
and prepare for.

9. Planning Applications
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PL/03064 — 44 Woodlands Park — No objections received from Councillors
PL/03119 — Pencoed Villa, Maesquarre Road — No objections received from Councillors.

Clerk to inform the Planning Department of Carmarthenshire County Council of the above.
10.Exempt Matters: RFC

The Clerk will forward a copy of the lease and other relevant documents over the next month to
all Councillors to read prior to a proposal being made with regard to resolving the long-standing
issues.

A request has been made to the Secretary of the RFC to produce some documentation as per
the requirements of the lease and these will be checked by the Clerk.

A reminder to please send any questions via email to the Clerk prior to 15t January 2022 so that
they can be collated, sent for further advice to the Solicitor as agreed. This needs to be done
prior to the proposal being made.

It was RESOLVED that the Clerk send the lease and other relevant documents to the
Councillors.

Clir Price informed members that a Freedom of Information request had been received with
regards to the RFC and the Heol Y Felin land held in Trust. She had seen the request in an email
on the tablet today of one of the Councillors either Clir Lewis or Richards and had made
handwritten notes of the request and was reading from her notes. She stated that everyone
would have had it. Members checked and no one had and the Clerk had not either. The Chair
requested that CllIr Price arrange for this Freedom of Information Request to be forwarded to the
Clerk as per protocol.

It was RESOLVED that ClIr Price who does not have her own technology arranges for the email
that she refers to is forwarded to the Clerk by either Clir Lewis or Richards as it is they who have
received the email.

11.Pilot of self-evaluating toolkit for Community and Town Councils in Wales

The Clerk informed members that Betws Community Council are taking part in this pilot it is a
good tool to use to ensure that the correct procedures are being followed. This will be launched
next year to all Community and Town Councils in Wales. This has been devised by the Welsh
Government in conjunction with One Voice Wales and the Wales Audit Office.

The sections that are coloured grey are MUST do tasks/documents that the Community Council
has the white coloured areas are the tasks/documents that SHOULD be done.

The Clerk informed members that the section that she will and Councillors will be working through
will be Resources and Financial Management.

There will be Focus Groups next year so that feedback can be given so that any

changes/improvements can be made prior to the launch. The Focus Group will require the Clerk
and a Councillor to attend so that both points of view are covered.
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Clir M Jones questioned the reasons for taking part in the pilot. The Chair pointed out the overlap
between the work of the current Task and Finish group reviewing the potential gaps in current
policies, and the areas covered by this toolkit, and in his view that this would be helpful in the
work of that group.

It was RESOLVED that the Clerk email the toolkit to the Councillor for their perusal and that they
should email the Clerk if they wish to take part in the Focus Group.

12.Clerks CiLCA training and Annual Leave
The Clerk informed members that she had applied for a Bursary in order to complete her CiLCA
(Certificate in Local Council Administration) training and informed members of the dates of her
annual leave which she has discussed with the Chair who has approved her leave.

13.Recreation Grounds regular documented checks

A discussion ensued with regards to the requirement to document the checks to satisfy the
Community Councils need to show due diligence in case of insurance claims.

Clir M Jones gave his concerns over this and potential liability. The Clerk read out extracts from
emails where she has requested advice from fellow Clerks and explained that it is something
that must be done and be documented.

Clir M Jones asked CllIrs Price and Lewis if they would continue to check Heol Y Felin. Clirs M
Jones and Williams would check Betws Park and Cllrs Phillips and Megrath would check
Maesquarre Playground.

The Clerk has drawn up a simple checklist that can be used.

It was RESOLVED that the Clerk distribute the checklist and members can give feedback should
they wish.

Clir Price gave concerns over youths continually twisting the piece of play equipment which looks
like a saucer in Heol Y Felin and asked the Clerk to get the contractor to check.

It was RESOLVED that the Clerk ask the Contractor to check the play equipment for damage.
14.MYB Grant for Maesquarre Playground

The Clerk informed members that the Mynydd Y Betws Grant for Maesquarre Playground stage

1 — 3 is in progress with the acceptance of the grant being stage 1 and completion of more

documentation required for Stage 2 with information being gathered to complete this at the

moment by members who have completed the application.

Clir Phillips suggested that the Clerk send an email to the contractor who has helped with the
design and equipment choices for the playground.

It was RESOLVED the Clerk send the email.
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Clir M Jones informed members that the Betws Park funding application was almost ready to be
submitted by the Clerk.

Clir Williams asked the Clerk if she had received an email he’'d sent earlier this evening with the
plans/drawings for the park incorporating some of the ideas which have been discussed in
previous meetings. It was RESOLVED that the Clerk circulate the email to members.

The Chair thanked everyone and wished everyone a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

The meeting Closed at 21:00.
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