BETWS COMMUNITY COUNCIL

The monthly meeting of Betws Community Council was held virtually on Starleaf on Wednesday the
9" February 2022 at 7.00 pm.

The meeting was held on a remote basis in accordance with the provisions of the Local Authorities
(Coronavirus) (Meetings) (Wales) Regulations 2020.

Any member of the public who wishes to attend the meeting as a spectator or who has questions to
put to the Councillors should contact the Clerk in order for this to be able to take place and the
correct procedure to be followed.

PRESENT: ClIr Picouto (Chairperson), Clirs B Jones, Phillips, Williams, Megrath,
Richards, Price, M Jones, Comley, Stacey

County Councillor: B Jones
Clerk: Miss Angela Brown
Member of the Public Present: PCSO 8039 Arwyn Rees

1. Apologies
Clirs L Jones, Lewis

2. Dyfed Powys Police Monthly Crime Figures for Betws

PCSO 8039 Arwyn Rees gave a total of 4 crimes for December and 4 for January in Betws
broken down as follows:

December 2021
Harassment — 2, Fraud — 1, Assault — 1

January 2022
Harassment - 4

Cllr M Jones asked how harassment was defined and PCSO Rees replied giving an explanation.
Clir Megrath asked if it was the same families and PCSO Rees explained the process.

Clir Price informed members and the PCSO that there had been a lot of complaints of children
riding their bikes/scooters inside Tesco and also congregating by the Customer Service Desk as
well as riding up and down the aisles last night. Concerns over the safety of customers. PCSO
Rees informed that he was not on duty yesterday evening however Tesco would normally ring
the police and they would attend, check the CCTV, identify and deal with whatever has arisen.
Antisocial Behaviour letters are sent out and they also attend the local schools.

Councillor B Jones made a statement on behalf of Betws Community Council to Councillor
Picouto giving their deepest condolences to him and his wife regarding the loss of their son.
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3. Declaration by Members of Personal and Prejudicial Interests

Clir B Jones as she is both a Community Councillor and County Councillor regarding any
discussions about Betws Park and Maesquarre Playground as they are leased from
Carmarthenshire County Council.

4. To confirm and Sign the Minutes of the Monthly Meeting Held on Wednesday 8"
December 2021

Councillor Richards proposed and Councillor Williams seconded and resolved that the minutes
of the previous Council monthly meeting be accepted as a true record.

5. Recreation Ground Checklist Document and the Checks proposal, reasons why
necessary and costs.

The Clerk gave the information regarding the need to ensure documents are kept for 21 years in
case of claims. The areas have been held by Betws Community Council as follows: Heol Y Felin
(2012) Betws Community Centre Association held the information prior to this date, Betws Park
(2017) and Maesquarre (2019). Prior to this date Carmarthenshire County Council would hold
the relevant information for Betws Park and Maesquarre.

A discussion ensued with ClIr Stacey stating that as concerns over Liability raised by Clir M
Jones previously and Councillors not being experienced, he stated that this was a sensible move.
Clir M Jones suggested employing a local unemployed person rather than paying out £1,000 to
the contractor to complete the checks.

Visual checks have been done previously by various Councillors and noted individually with the
clerk being contacted as necessary to inform the relevant contractor.

It was proposed by ClIr Williams that Councillors would now conduct weekly checks and email
the clerk with their findings, nil reporting is also required to ensure due diligence, these will be
kept digitally by the clerk. Clirs M Jones and Williams will check Betws Park, Clirs Stacey and
Megrath will check Maesquarre and Clirs Price and Richards checking Heol Y Felin. This was
seconded by ClIr Picouto and all Councillors present voted for the proposal.

RESOLVED that the above proposal be implemented.

At 19:27 ClIr Phillips lost her internet connection.

6. Clerks hours to be discussed as previously agreed to reflect what is being worked and
the Clerks Home Working Allowance.

The chair proposed to interrupt the order of the agenda and bring forward point 10 prior to
discussing point 6 as it was relevant. This was agreed.

Clir Stacey gave his interpretation of the Toolkit (drawn up by OVW, Wales Audit and Welsh

Government) informing members this is a helpful document and it ensures that the Council has
everything in place and remain compliant. The Council will need to work on short term and long
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term goals. The Clerk and ClIr Stacey are part of the pilot scheme and will forward any feedback
from Councillors as well as their own during the process of meetings over the next month or two.
Clir Picouto stated that the toolkit will be worked through by mainly the Clerk little by little, it
shows good practice and is also helpful for Councillors to see what is required of them as Council
to ensure compliance whilst they hold office it looks like there is a job of work to do. Clir M Jones
stated that he had been sceptical about the toolkit and stated that it is good guidance as opposed
to a catch all. It is helpful, gives assistance to what we need to put together and | would
recommend it.

The Clerk stated that there are Must Do and Should Do which are differentiated by being shaded
within the document therefore it will be the Must Do’s that will be targeted first and this will be
done in conjunction with the Clerk completing the CILCA training over the next 12 months or so
as she needs to also submit a portfolio of work.

Clir Picouto stated that the onus was on the Clerk and ClIr Stacey to inform full council when the
need arises and to agree on policy content etc as required. This will no doubt cause both a lot of
work and Councillors will ask questions regarding this.

Clir Stacey stated that work will continue with the toolkit, as the Clerk and he identify gaps then
the necessary work will be done to ensure compliance.

At 20:05 the Clerk left the meeting in order that Full Council discuss point 6 on the Agenda.
Standing orders were suspended at 21:03 and the Clerk returned at 21:09 after having
connection issues when asked to return to the meeting.

The Chair informed the Clerk that Council had proposed the following:

a) toissue a new contract to the Clerk for 100 hours to be reviewed in 6 months. RESOLVED
that a new Contract be issued to the Clerk. Clerk to continue as has done with regard to
her working hours.

b) Council need further clarification regarding the Home Working Allowance before making
a decision on this matter and need to satisfy that there are no errors.

c) It was RESOLVED that a personnel committee has been set up comprising of Clirs
Picouto, Stacey and Price. A meeting will be held with the Clerk date to be determined.

7. County Councillor Report
With regard to point 1 of County Councillor report in the last meeting Carmarthenshire County
Council will erect signage regarding the Betws Mountain Memorabilia using next year’s budget
and the benches will be looked at by the 28" February 2022.
Clir Price stated that she couldn’t read the draft of the Betws Mountain Viewing Board which
shows the villages and landmarks that can be seen from the viewing point. County Councillor
has a copy that she can enlarge and can share this with members should they wish.

On 2" March the budget will be set for 2022/2023 by CCC. Taxes to go up by 4.2%.
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8. Payments/Donation Requests —

a. Clerk Salary and Allowances and Invoices to be paid (see document below)

Payments Made in January and February 2022
MEETING/BACS PAYEE DETAILS AMOUNT
REFERENCE
9/2/2022 8a Angela Brown Clerks (as per Clerk Salary
Salary/Allowances and Payroll
and office expenses. | schedule)
Section 112 Local
Government Act
1972 (as amended)
9/2/2022 8a HMRC Payroll payments. (as per Clerk Salary
and Payroll
Section 112 Local schedule)
Government Act
1972 (as amended)
9/2/2022 8a Nest Pension paid by | Payroll Pension (as per Clerk Salary
Direct Debit payments. and Payroll
schedule)
Section 112 Local
Government Act
1972 (as amended)
9/2/2022 8a Orchardweb The Local £100.00
Government Act
1972 s142 and Sec
55 Local
Government
(Democracy)
(Wales) Act 2013
9/2/2022 8a SLCC The Local £171.00
Government Act
1972 5143 (1) (b)
9/2/2022 8a ALCC The Local £50.00
Government Act
19725143 (1) (b)
9/2/2022 8a ovw The Local £376.00
Government Act
1972 5143 (1) (b)
9/2/2022 8a Remote Meeting The Welsh Local Amount to be
Annual Fee payment | Authorities determined as
(Meetings) (Wales) | moving from
Regulations 2020 Starleaf at £144 to
Zoom £119

Cllir M Jones proposed that the above payments be made and this was seconded by Clir B Jones

and voted by all.

It was RESOLVED that the Clerk pay the above.
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b. Donation Requests - Childrens Wales Air Ambulance

It was proposed by ClIr B Jones that £100 be donated, this was seconded by Clir
Richards and voted for by all. Paid under Section 137 Local Government Act
1972 as amended.

RESOLVED the Clerk pay the donation.

c. The Clerk informed members that the 2020/2021 Audit had completed and
that the relevant notices had been placed on the website and noticeboard as
per regulations.

There will be a full transactional audit for the Council for 2021/2022year end
being 31/3/2022.

d. Appointment of Internal Auditor

The Clerk informed members the annual internal audit was due soon, and an
independent auditor needs to be appointed. Following a short discussion, it was
agreed once again to ask Mr Lynne Llewelyn to conduct the audit.

RESOLVED the Clerk asks Mr Lynne Llewelyn to carry out the audit for
2021/2022.

e. Membership Fees a) above.

f. Chair Allowance
The Clerk informed members that when the Chair receives the Chair
Allowance of £300 that it is TAXABLE and that it is their responsibility to
contact HMRC to ensure the correct amount of tax is paid.

The Clerk has been informed that best practice for payment of the Chair
Allowance is at the end of the Chairs term of office.

The Chair is also expected to give the Clerk a list of the donations made this
information becomes part of documents submitted for the annual audit
process.

The Chair wished to receive the Chair Allowance and informed members that
he wished to donate the whole amount to Betws Primary School.

CliIr Price stated that previously the Chair Allowance was given £150 in May
once a new chair was voted in and the same amount again in January. It was
proposed by CllIr Price that the Chair Allowance be given to ClIr Picouto and
this was seconded by Clir Megrath.

The Clerk will pay the £300 once the term in office of Chair has been served.

Relevant details need to be obtained from the Chair in order to make the
payment via online banking.
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g. Inscribing the chain of office with current chair Jose Picouto’s term of
office 2021/2022 at a cost of 55p x 20 = £11.00 plus postage and
insurance.

After a short discussion this was proposed by Cllir M Jones and seconded by
Clir Megrath.

RESOLVED the Clerk does this.

h. Remote Meeting fee — see a) above after a short discussion it was proposed
by ClIr Stacey and seconded by ClIr B Jones that the Community Council
move from the Starleaf Platform (Pinnaca) to Zoom.

RESOLVED the Clerk does this.
9. Planning Applications

PL/03234 - Outline planning on land adjacent to 38 Colonel Road — 2 detached building
plots — No objections received from Councillors
PL/02941 - land adjacent to 31 Betws Park Workshops, Park Street — construct a builder’s
store — No objections received from Councillors.

Clerk to inform the Planning Department of Carmarthenshire County Council of the above.
10.Correspondence —
a) Moved to be discussed prior to point 6 earlier.

b) Welsh Water Survey — Clerk informed members that an email had been sent out
regarding this survey earlier ClIr Stacey stated that it was good information but needed
no input from the Community Council at the moment.

c) Exempt Matters — RFC — The Clerk informed members that a letter had been received
from the RFC but as the Clerk was waiting on further information from the Charity
Commission and may need advice from the Solicitor prior to setting up a meeting where
the issues can be discussed and proposals made this letter will be kept until then.

11.Feedback from Committees:
a) Recreation Ground Committee-
i) MYB Grant Stage 2 Procurement forms submitted awaiting Stage 3 letter
which will allow the project to begin.

ClIr B Jones informed members that the Stage 3 letter had been received and that
the successful contractor had been notified, date to start to be determined.

i) Betws Park Grant funding application awaiting notification of outcome of
meeting held 31/1/2022

Clir M Jones informed members that the application had been submitted on 14

December 2021, the panel met and approved the application. The grant has been
awarded.
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Clir M Jones was not happy with the process that the National Lottery require with
the clerk submitting information/forms etc once the Recreation Committee
complete/provide the relevant detail for the documents. Clir M Jones wanted to
know if the process could be simplified. The Clerk informed members that as far
as she understood that was the process and that there are forms that must be
completed prior to being given permission to start.

Clir B Jones stated that on the Mynydd Y Betws application that she, Clir Phillips
and the Clerk worked together.

iii) Should the Betws Park Grant be allocated then a notice asking for
expressions of interest for tenders will be placed in SW Guardian, on
Website, on Betws Park noticeboard and on the local Social Media groups.

Cllr M Jones has drawn up the expression of interest notice in preparation for the
go ahead and the Clerk will implement once allowed to do so.

b) Clir Picouto explained there has been closer ties with the rest of the Community in regards

to the Maesquarre and Betws Park grants, with the recent tree planting for the Cylch
Meithrin to celebrate 50 years and so that the children and their future families can return
to Betws Park and watch the tree grow.
With this in mind Betws Primary School wanted to mark the Queens Platinum Jubilee with
planting a tree, this had been planned and involves planting a tree (suitable type to be
chosen) on 27" May (which is the Friday prior to Half Term which is 30" May — 3" June)
in a Ceremony at the top end of Betws Park near the bridge, the children would then have
a picnic on the green area adjacent. The Local Authority are supporting this project as it
promotes wellbeing, working together within the community as well as marking a
significant moment in history with Queens Platinum Jubilee celebrations where the
planting of trees will mark the occasion and this also helps with the Welsh Government
tree planting for helping to mitigate climate change. Clir Williams had been consulted on
this. This is a whole class project with each child painting their names on pebbles which
will be placed around the base of the tree. As part of the project the school children will
regularly look after the area around the tree to ensure it remains weed and litter free. Clir
Picouto explained that there would be no cost to the Community Council.

Clir M Jones informed members that around this time there may be work being carried
out within the park on the Betws Park project.

Cllr M Jones proposed that the above request be approved and this was seconded by Clir
Price. All members voted for the proposal.

c) ClIr Richards brought up 2 points that she wanted clarification on from the December
minutes:
)] She was concerned over the frame for the cricket nets being on the green as it is
dangerous. Cllir Comley explained that he had been approached by Penygroes
Cricket Club about collecting the frame for their use and they would give a donation
in return. It was waiting to be collected.
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i) She wanted an update on the Christmas Lights as no lights were erected for 2021.
Clir M Jones informed members that he had tried to get the lights erected but failed
to do so, firstly due to a storm then he became unwell. He suggested that a
Strategic Plan be formulated for short/medium/long term goals which could include
a banner across the bridge with bilingual wording such as “Nadolig Llawen O Betws
I’r Byd”, metal poles would be required to be installed amongst other requirements,
also about the possibility of having fairy lights along the Betws Park tree lined
avenue, along with lighting for the Christmas type tree in Maesquarre Playground
where battery lights were placed this Christmas but did not last the time needed.
The costs need to be determined and funding obtained in order to realise such
projects. The Recreation Committee will make plans this year in plenty of time and
hope to start planning in May/June/July.

d) CliIr Picouto thanked Clir Comley for organising the Rugby Team after their game on
Boxing Day where they paid their respects to his late son by having a minute’s silence.

The meeting Closed at 22:05.
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