The monthly meeting of Betws Community Council was held as a Hybrid Meeting at Betws RFC

BETWS COMMUNITY COUNCIL

and virtually on Microsoft Teams on Wednesday 8" February 2023 at 7.00pm.

The meeting was held on a remote basis in accordance with the provisions of the Local Authorities
(Coronavirus) (Meetings) (Wales) Regulations 2020 and Local Government and Elections (Wales)

Act 2021.

Any member of the public who wishes to attend the meeting as a spectator or who has questions to
put to the Councillors should contact the Clerk in order for this to be able to take place and the

correct procedure to be followed.

The meeting started at 19:11

PRESENT: ClIr Dave Stacey (Chairperson), Cllrs Jose Picouto, Maureen Williams,
Paul Allchurch, Carwyn James, Karen McMinn-Davies, Lynwen Phillips, Andrew
Williams and Peter Comley.

County Councillor: Betsan Jones

Clerk: Miss Angela Brown

Member of the Public Present: No one present

PCSO: Not present

1.

5.

Public Questions/Representations

No one present

Apologies

Councillor Mike Jones

Dyfed Powys Police Monthly Crime Figures for Betws

A total of 7 crimes for December 2022 in Betws broken down as follows:

Violence and Sexual Offences — 7
The link for Betws ward below.

Betws | Police.uk (www.police.uk)

Declaration by Members of Personal and Prejudicial Interests
None

To confirm and Sign the Minutes of the Monthly Meeting Held on Wednesday 11t
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https://www.police.uk/pu/your-area/dyfed-powys-police/betws

January 2023.

Councillor A Williams stated that the minutes were not correct and did not truly reflect our
meetings, especially in relation to the AoB item in the meeting held on the 11" January 2023.
Councillor James informed him that he could make a proposal to alter the minute, which he
declined to do.

Councillor McMinn-Davies informed members of her conversation with
Carmarthenshire County Councils (CCC) pensions department regarding this from
the 13" July 2022 meeting. This point was further clarified at point 7f in the 28t
September 2022 meeting by Councillor M Jones.

The Chair also informed members that he had also been in contact with CCC
pensions department. Discussion ensued whereby County Councillor B Jones
informed members that it was good practice for the Finance Committee to meet
quarterly.

The Chair asked Councillor A Williams if he wished to make a proposal to change
the minutes in the AOB section. Councillor A Williams replied “Leave it”.

Councillor James proposed and Councillor Phillips seconded and resolved that the minutes of
the Council’s monthly meetings held on 11" January 2023 be accepted as a true record.

6. County Councillor Report

1. The new refuse collection days are now in place with there being two timetables
within Betws regarding the black bin and glass collection — some are on the same
Wednesday in the month with some on a different Wednesday. Blue bags are
collected on a Tuesday.

2. On 26" January 2023 | received an email from Carmarthenshire County Councils
highways department

3. Update as follows:

Colonel Road — We are currently in the process of updating our Order schedules and
propose to publish the Order by the end of Feb, which will remove the lengths of No
Loading/Unloading restriction as agreed on site.

Pentwyn Road — | am meeting with my team next week to discuss the results of the survey
and will provide an update shortly after.

Woodlands Park — An instruction has been issued to our Road Marking contractor and we
hope that the works will be complete within the next 2-3weeks.

In addition to the above, | shall forward a plan next week to show our proposals for waiting
restrictions at Ffordd Y Glowyr for the below area:
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4. Members were informed of a speeding complaint on Pentwyn Road that she had
received. Go Safe Wales and the Welsh Government will be installing 20mph
restrictions and signage over the summer period in residential areas.

5. A-request has also been received a request for traffic calming measures near the
Maesquarre Playground.

6. Street Lighting had sent the quote for an electricity pillar to light a Christmas Tree at
Maesquarre Playground. The costs of the feeder would be £2,500 + VAT.

Councillor M Williams reported that the pavement opposite No 10 Heol Y Felin is raised.
County Councillor Jones stated that she can report that issue.

The above report was NOTED by members.

Councillor B Jones left the meeting at 19:47.

a. Clerk Salary and Allowances and Invoices to be paid (see document below)

7. Payments/Donation Requests —

Payments Made in February 2023

MEETING/BACS PAYEE DETAILS AMOUNT

REFERENCE

8/2/2023 point 7 Angela Brown Clerks (as per Clerk
Salary/Allowances | Salary and Payroll
and office schedule)
expenses.

Section 112 Local
Government Act
1972 (as
amended)

LG(FP)A 1963 s5

8/2/2023 point 7

HMRC

Payroll payments.

(as per Clerk
Salary and Payroll

Section 112 Local | schedule)

Government Act

1972 (as

amended)

8/2/2023 point 7 Nest Pension paid | Payroll Pension (as per Clerk
by Direct Debit payments. Salary and Payroll

schedule)

Section 112 Local

Government Act

1972 (as

amended)
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8/2/2023 point 7

Carmarthenshire
County Council

Annual
Independent
Inspection at Heol
Y Felin Playground
carried out on
271712022 Report
sent 18/8/2022

Public Health Act
1875, s.164 —
Power to provide
and manage
recreation
grounds.

£ 80.00

VAT £ 16.00
Total £ 96.00

8/2/2023 point 7

SLCC

Annual
Membership

LGA 1972 s.143

£ 187.00

8/2/2023 point 7

ALCC

Annual
Membership

LGA 1972 s.143

£ 50.00

8/2/2023 point 7

Black Mountain
Signs

Betws Park Project
Signage for park

Public Health Act
1875, s.164 —
Power to provide
and manage
recreation
grounds.

£2316.24
VAT £ 463.25
Total £2779.49

8/2/2023 point 7

Orchardweb

Website — annual
hosting including
webspace, domain
renewal and SSL
certificate.

Setting up new
pages for 2023
and archiving 2018
pages and change
menus.

Local Government
Act 1972 s.142

£ 80.00

£ 30.00
Total £110.00

It was RESOLVED that the above be paid.
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8. Planning Applications — None received.

9. Correspondence/Matters for Information/Action (emails sent out to members)
a) Public commemoration in Wales: quidance for public bodies (email sent
23/1/2023)

This was NOTED by members.

b) Press release - Ombudsman new appointments to governance roles (email sent
24/1/2023)

This was NOTED by members.

¢) Technical Advice Note (TAN) 15: Development, flooding and coastal erosion - further
amendments (email sent 25/1/2023)

This was NOTED by members.

d) Short Breaks Fund - carers engagement (email sent 30/1/2023)

This was NOTED by members.

e) Carmarthen Pride 2023 Committee 'Call Out!" (email sent 30/1/2023)

This was NOTED by members.
f)  Ammanford Food Bank are out of some key items (email sent 31/1/2023)

This was NOTED by members.

g) Latest reports from Hywel Dda CHC (email sent 31/1/2023)
This was NOTED by members.

h) Dyfed-Powys Police and Crime Commissioner Dafydd Llywelyn’s seventh annual St
David's Conference on Friday, March 3 (email sent 31/1/2023)

This was NOTED by members.

i) Community Member swing request for her child (email sent 2/2/2023)
Councillor Phillips gave the background to the residents previous request.
It was proposed that Councillor Picouto seeks out the possibility of some
funding for a piece of play equipment. This would also work together with the
phase 2 funding for Maesquarre Playground upgrading.

The clerk informed members of an email received regarding the Springer
which had been vandalised and the top taken away by the playground
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contractor and the Roundabout which needs to be repaired or replaced as it is
failing at Maesquarre Playground.

It was proposed by Councillor Phillips and seconded by Councillor Picouto
that the clerk contact the contractor to obtain costs for their removal.

The Recreation Committee will also contact and meet with the contractor in
due course as they have done in the past to see how long the remaining
inherited end of life playground equipment will last.

It was RESOLVED that the clerk obtain removal costs and reply to the
resident.

j) Councillor A Williams brought up about the Memorial Tree and Plaque request
received previously. The location plan is yet to be done by the Recreation
Ground Committee as the park contractor is not available until mid-February
and needs to be consulted in order to progress. The clerk informed members
that a reply had been sent via email to the requestor in December informing
them that a plan was being put in place to ensure that any trees or benches
that were donated or planted/installed as a memorial in the park were placed
appropriately.

10.To approve applicants for the Community Councillor Vacancies

Councillor Comley proposed that the applicant be approved to join Betws Community
Council this was seconded by Councillor A Williams and voted for by all present.

It was RESOLVED that the clerk contact the applicant and invite to the next meeting
on 8" March also to send the various documents relating to holding office as a
Community Councillor in order to familiarise themselves with the policies and
procedures.

The Chair requested the clerk to send another co-option form as one vacancy
remains so that it may be placed on the noticeboard.

11.The following Policies/documents need to be approved and ratified:
a) Section 6 Biodiversity Report — updated document needs to be on the website
by Dec 2022 — ClIr Stacey/Clir A Williams
The Chair informed members that he had circulated the updated Section 6
Biodiversity Report and would also forward to the clerk for placing on the
website as per regulations.
It was RESOLVED that the clerk place the updated report onto the website.

12.Feedback from planned visit to check Betws RFC as per the requirements of the
lease — ClIr McMinn-Davies and Cllr M Jones
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Councillor Comley had brought in the certificates for Councillor McMinn-Davies to
check as part of the lease requirements and will conduct a site visit with Councillor M
Jones in due course as he had sent his apologies to the meeting.

13.Developing a long term plan for Council activity - ClIr Stacey

The Chair gave some background in that the Council had been on the back foot and
reactive and that they needed to set priorities for the Council to ensure that funding
can be sourced for any future plans.

He suggested that they start with what’s going on at present within the village along
with the various proposals made by the Recreation Ground Committee.

Comfort Break 20:33 — 20:35
Current Projects

1. The Nature Garden project in Betws Park

2. Various ideas from the Recreation Ground Committee:
Phase 2 of improving Maesquarre Playground (Phase 1 completed during
2022)
Picnic benches on an area by the footpaths within the village
Football nets for Heol Y Felin Green area

3. The Defibrillator project for 3 extra to be placed within the village at the Family
Centre, Betws Primary School and at Ty Coch — funding sought and gained
and application submitted and is in the process of being approved for the 3
sites.

4. Christmas Lights project for various areas within the village as suggested by
Councillor M Jones.

A discussion regarding Councillors thoughts on what the priorities should be for the
next few years with more engagement required with residents to gain their views.
With Councillor Allchurch suggesting that there is a potential to hold regular
surgeries/warm welcome at Betws RFC in order to achieve this aim.

A suggestion of leaflet dropping every household per quarter giving information
about what the Community Council has done was suggested by Councillor Comley.

It was decided that members would go away and consider what has been discussed
and how to take forward with the possibility of setting up a task and finish group to
achieve this.

14.Feedback from Committees
a)Recreation Ground Committee —

i)update Betws Park Project — Council to approve proofs of new signage and
payment to Black Mountain signs prior to manufacture - Clir M Jones
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Proofs approved once one amendment is made to the Meadow signage as Yellow
Rattle has been missed which is a key parasitic plant which stops the grass taking
over allowing meadow flowers to thrive.

iljupdate Clir M Jones and the joint meeting held with the Events Committee

Date of the opening event for the Nature Park is Friday 17" March arrive by 13:15 for
a 13:30 start.

Guest list and invitations being organised by Councillor Phillips.

Councillor A Williams has been promoting on Twitter/Facebook/Instagram.

Catering is being organised by County Councillor Jones with prices agreed per head
with the caterers.

Marquee being borrowed from Ammanford Town Council — Councillor Alichurch

The Chair to conduct the opening ceremony

Ribbon to be cut final arrangements TBC

b)Maesquarre and Heol Y Felin Playground — Update? N.B. Clerk not receiving
regular H&S weekly checks/emails from Councillors for these areas to show that the
Council are conducting the checks - Heol Y Felin especially and intermittent from
Maesquarre

Councillor Comley has been checking Heol Y Felin regularly but not documenting it
only conducting visual checks. He will email the clerk once per week and/or if he
finds issues.

Councillor A Williams conducts the Betws Park checks on a Saturday and emails the
clerk. Ongoing issue regarding the fence and pillar damaged by one of the
contractors that has not been fully repaired to date this is being chased by Councillor
M Jones.

Councillor Stacey checks Maesquarre Playground and will endeavour to do so
weekly.

c)Finance Committee — N.B. Clerk has not received any minutes from the last few
meetings held in 2022 with the last being October 2021

The Chair asked Councillor James to take over as Chair for the Finance Committee
as he is overcommitted.

The minutes of the meeting held are to be given to the clerk.
d)Defibrillator Project — update from Clirs Comley/Picouto

This was discussed in more detail than at 13. 3. above it is all in hand but the
process is long and slow.

Councillor Comley informed members that there will be two more CPR/First Aid
courses held at Betws RFC — dates and times TBC.
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Clerk informed members that the Opt Out Forms were outstanding and that they
needed to be returned or if not opting out new starter forms for setting up on payroll
need sending to the clerk for implementation.

15.0VW training email sent 27/1/2023 do any Councillors wish to attend any of the
training listed? (Community Council Training plan)

Councillor Allchurch informed members that he would like to attend Planning Aid
Wales S106 training, One Voice Wales training Chairing Skills and Local
Government Finance.

It was agreed that other Councillors need to consider what their training needs are
and this will be revisited at the next meeting.

Councillor A Williams verbally indicated his intention to resign from the council. He
was reminded to do so would require written confirmation to the Chair of the Council
(as per Local Government Act 1972 s84).

He left the meeting at 21:22.

The meeting Closed at 21:24.
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