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BETWS COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
 
The monthly meeting of Betws Community Council was held virtually on Skype on Wednesday the 
13th January 2021 at 7.00 pm.  
The meeting was held on a remote basis in accordance with the provisions of the Local Authorities 
(Coronavirus) (Meetings) (Wales) Regulations 2020. 
 
PRESENT: Cllrs. Betsan Jones (Chairperson), Delyth Richards, Loreen Lewis and Annette Price, 
Jose Picouto, Lynwen Phillips and Lucy Jones. 
 
County Councillor: Betsan Jones 
 
Clerk - Miss Angela Brown  
 
1. Apologies 

 
Cllr Megrath – was called into work at short notice and had emailed and telephoned the Clerk 
giving his apologies. 
 

2. Declaration by Members of Personal and Prejudicial Interests 
 
None 
 

3. To Confirm and Sign the Minutes of the Meeting Held on Wednesday 9th December 2020  
 
Councillor Picouto proposed and Councillor Phillips seconded and resolved that the 
minutes of the previous Council meeting be accepted as a true record. 
 

4. Co-Option of a New Councillor (6 candidates for 4 places) 
 
The Clerk informed members that there was a 6th candidate for Co-Option and members were 
given the information she received from the 6th person prior to the process beginning. 
 
Each candidate had qualities which would benefit the Community Council. The Clerk asked the 
members who were present who they were voting for regarding the 4 vacancies on Betws 
Community Council.  
 
The Clerk explained the process to the members, that each vacancy would be called in turn and 
members could vote for the person they wanted to co-opt. The Clerk informed members that the 
votes would be recorded so that the process remained safe, consistent and transparent. This 
was being done on the advice that had been received from CCC.  
 
As there were 6 candidates for 4 vacancies a voting process was carried out in line with the Local 
Government Act 1972, Sch 12, para 39 and the rules which are explained in Charles Arnold-
Baker on Local Council Administration (Eleventh Edition, section 6.15). 
 
Some Councillors questioned that the Election process was not carried out correctly. The Chair 
and the Clerk both informed them that it was. 
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The Clerk began the Co-Option process: 
 

The election notice was received and placed onto the website on 7th November 
2020. As per Carmarthenshire County Council instruction in bold Please find 
attached Notice of Vacancy for Betws Community Council. Changes to 
regulations under the Local Government (Wales) Measure 2011 allow for public 
notices for casual vacancies to be posted electronically to a council’s website. 
The notice should be displayed by no later than Monday 9th November 2020.  
 

As no election was called by 27th November 2020 CCC informed the Clerk that the 
Co-Option process could now begin, the Clerk adhered to the guidance received 
from Carmarthenshire County Council.   
 
Notices for Co-Option were placed on the website and noticeboards on 2nd December 2020 with 
the closing date being 17:00 on 13th January 2021.  
 
The Clerk received enquiries regarding the vacancies and responded to them. 
 

Councillor Vacancy 1 

Candidate A had 6 votes 

Candidate B had 0 vote 

Candidate C had 0 vote 

Candidate D had 0 vote 

Candidate E had 0 vote 

Candidate F had 0 vote 

 
1 Councillor Abstained. 
 
Candidate A was successful. 

Candidate A was Mr Dave Stacey and he has been voted onto Betws Community Council via 
the Co-Option process for Vacancy 1. 
 

Councillor Vacancy 2 

Candidate A was voted in for Vacancy 1 

Candidate B had 0 vote 

Candidate C had 0 vote 

Candidate D had 4 votes 

Candidate E had 0 vote 

Candidate F had 0 vote 

 
3 Councillors Abstained 
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Candidate D was successful. 

Candidate D was Mr Mike Jones and he has been voted onto Betws Community Council via the 
Co-Option process for Vacancy 2. 
 
Councillor Vacancy 3 
 
Candidate A was voted in for Vacancy 1 

Candidate B had 3 votes 

Candidate C had 1 vote 

Candidate D was voted in for Vacancy 2 

Candidate E had 0 vote 

Candidate F had 2 votes 

 

1 Councillor Abstained  

The candidate with the least votes was struck out and voting commenced again. 

Candidate A was voted in for Vacancy 1 

Candidate B had 4 votes 

Candidate C = dropped out 

Candidate D was voted in for Vacancy 2 

Candidate E = dropped out 

Candidate F had 2 votes 

 

1 Councillor Abstained  

Candidate B was successful. 

Candidate B was Mr Andrew Williams and he has been voted onto Betws Community Council 
via the Co-Option process for Vacancy 3. 
 

Councillor Vacancy 4 

Candidate A was voted in for Vacancy 1 

Candidate B was voted in for Vacancy 3 

Candidate C had 3 votes 

Candidate D was voted in for Vacancy 2 

Candidate E had 3 votes 

Candidate F had 0 vote 
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1 Councillor Abstained  

The Chair gave casting vote for Candidate C 

Candidate C was successful. 

 
Candidate C was Mr Peter Comley and he has been voted onto Betws Community Council via 
the Co-Option process for Vacancy 4. 
  
Cllr Price brought up again about the disqualification of 2 Community Councillors due to the 6-
month rule. The Chair and the Clerk explained that the correct procedures had been followed. It 
was brought to the Clerks attention by OVW in October that some of the Community Councillors 
had automatically been disqualified due to the 6-month rule and the members were informed. 
 

5. Dyfed Powys Police 
 
List of Crimes for Betws received from PCSO 8039 Arwyn Rees: 
 
These are the crime figures for Betws between March 2020 and December 
2020.  Most of the assaults and Harassment are domestic related and nobody 
seriously hurt. 
  
MARCH 2020 
Criminal Damage – 2 
Theft – 1 
Harassment – 1 
Attempt Burglary – 2 
  
APRIL 2020 
Assault – 4 
Criminal Damage – 2 
Harassment – 2 
  
MAY 2020 
Theft – 1 
Harassment – 2 
Assault – 1 
  
JUNE 2020 
Criminal Damage – 1 
Theft – 3 
Harassment – 2 
Assault – 2 
  
JULY 2020 
Criminal Damage – 1 
Harassment – 2 
Fly Tipping – 1 
Assault – 1 
  
AUGUST 2020 
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Criminal Damage – 1 (Maesquarre Park) 
Theft – 1 
Harassment – 2 
Assault – 2 
Drugs – 1 
Vehicle Interference – 1 
  
SEPTEMBER 2020 
Theft – 1 
Harassment – 3 
Drugs – 1 
Burglary – 1 
Assault – 1 
  
OCTOBER 2020 
Harassment – 2 
Drugs – 1 
Assault – 1 
  
NOVEMBER 2020 
Criminal Damage – 1 
Harassment – 3 
Assault – 3 
  
DECEMBER 2020 
Theft – 1 
Harassment – 1 
  

6. Feedback from the weekly walks for the 3 recreation areas: 
 
Cllr B Jones informed members that the 2nd information board that is sited in Betws Park had 
fallen down in the latest storm. She had contacted the Clerk who had asked the contractor to 
remove and keep with the 1st information board until they are repaired. Also, that a large branch 
had fallen in the park and the contractor removed it. 
 
Cllr Picouto had checked the Life Buoy in Betws Park in the week before Christmas and all was 
intact. He also informed members that he has received a letter for his household to shield again 
so will be unable to attend at the park during this time. 
 
Cllr Phillips stated that she had checked Maesquarre Playground and area on Saturday and that 
there were no issues. 
 
Cllr Price had checked Heol Y Felin Playground and Green and had litter picked and informed 
members that there was a branch on the green. She had not contacted the Clerk regarding this. 
When asked if she had contacted the contractor she had not and would check the area on 
Thursday 14th January and inform the Clerk if the branch was still there. 
 

7. Correspondence 
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1. The Clerk read out a letter from Mr Llewellyn informing members that due to 
new procedures beginning with the Audit process that he would be increasing 
his fee. 

This was NOTED by members. 

2. The Clerk informed members that a complaint had been received by CCC 
regarding the wooden garden boundary fence that was failing which backs 
onto Maesquarre Playground. The Clerk had informed the resident that the 
fencing had been erected by the developer and was therefore their 
responsibility to maintain and replace. 

3. The Clerk informed members that a complaint had been received regarding 
anti-social behaviour occurring near LBS in the Ffordd Y Glowyr site. The 
Clerk had liaised with the Chair, Police and LBS regarding the issue and more 
patrols were going to be conducted in the area. Advice to the residents was to 
call 101 when they observe the anti-social behaviour so that the Police can 
attend at the time. CCTV may be placed by some residents to capture 
evidence. 

4. The Clerk informed members of a complaint that had been received regarding 
a member of the public contacting the Plaid Cymru office and was aware of 
the names of the candidates for co-option. The Clerk informed members that 
she would not go into any further detail, however, there is great concern as to 
how a member of the public became aware confidential information of the 
applicants and that someone tried to influence the democratic procedure of 
co-option. This is now under investigation. 

5. The Clerk informed members that another complaint had been received by 
the Ombudsman which cannot be discussed as it is under investigation. 

6. The Clerk informed member that the contractor will be felling the trees with 
Ash Die Back on the remaining area below Pentwyn Road shortly. 

It was discussed and RESOLVED that the Clerk put a notice into the South 
Wales Guardian. Cllr Phillips would put a message on the local Facebook 
group and a notice has already been placed on the Betws Park notice board. 

8. Payments/Donations/Audit 2021 and appoint the Internal Auditor 
  

a. Wales Air Ambulance – a discussion ensued with regard to this donation  
 
Cllr Price proposed that a figure of £100 be donated this was seconded by Cllr L Jones. 
A vote was held with all 7 votes For therefore the vote was carried.  
 
It was RESOLVED that the Clerk give a £100 Donation to the Wales Air Ambulance. 
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b. All members agreed that Mr Lyn Llewellyn would be appointed as the Internal Auditor for 
the 2020/2021 Audit. Discussion regarding next year and obtaining quotes was suggested 
by both Cllrs Phillips and L Jones. 
 
It was RESOLVED that the Clerk write to Mr Llewellyn asking him to conduct the Internal 
Audit for 2020/2021. 
 

c. The Clerk informed members that the 3rd Precept payment had been received for 
£12,333.33 from Carmarthenshire County Council. 
 

9. Planning 
 
Planning consultation for a variation was discussed regarding application PL/00938 objections 
were sent by the Clerk regarding potential damage to tree roots. Cllr Price stated that there are 
also Royal Ferns in the area.  
 
Cllr Price also stated that she was a member of Protection for Rural Wales and that Oak trees 
had been cut down within Betws. Cllr B Jones stated that this had been stopped by planning and 
was currently being investigated. 
 

10.  Risk Assessment to adopt for 2021/2022 
 
A discussion ensued regarding the risk assessment and Cllr L Jones suggested that a generic 
section on Corona Virus be added regarding conducting remote meetings during the pandemic.  
 
It was RESOLVED that the Clerk add this be added to the risk assessment. 
 
It was agreed by all members that they adopt the Risk Assessment. 
 
Cllr Picouto suggested that a completely separate Risk Assessment/Report/Document was 
needed which showed the impact of the pandemic on the Community Council and the residents 
of Betws. 
 
It was RESOLVED that the Clerk and Cllr Picouto work together to produce a document. 
 
Cllr Price asked County Councillor B Jones to make enquiries regarding a kerb that is being 
lowered on Colonel Road which has had its planning application passed as there are concerns 
over possible flooding occurring in the future.   
 
It was RESOLVED that County Councillor B Jones will make enquiries and report back at the 
next meeting. 
 
The meeting Closed at 20:13. The Clerk left the meeting at 20:15 after everybody had left. 


