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BETWS COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
 
The monthly meeting of Betws Community Council was held as a Hybrid Meeting at Betws RFC 
and virtually on Microsoft Teams on Wednesday 11th January 2023 at 7.00pm.  
The meeting was held on a remote basis in accordance with the provisions of the Local Authorities 
(Coronavirus) (Meetings) (Wales) Regulations 2020 and Local Government and Elections (Wales) 
Act 2021. 

 

Any member of the public who wishes to attend the meeting as a spectator or who has questions to 
put to the Councillors should contact the Clerk in order for this to be able to take place and the 
correct procedure to be followed. 
 
The meeting started at 19:10 
 

PRESENT: Cllr Mike Jones (Chairperson), Cllrs Maureen Williams, Lynwen Phillips 
and Andrew Williams. Cllr Carwyn James attended virtually. 
 

County Councillor: Betsan Jones  
 
Clerk: Miss Angela Brown  
 
Member of the Public Present: No one present 
 
PCSO: Not present 
 
1. Public Questions/Representations 

 
No one present 
 

2. Apologies 
 
Councillors José Picouto, Paul Allchurch, Karen McMinn-Davies, Dave Stacey and Peter 
Comley. 
 

3. Dyfed Powys Police Monthly Crime Figures for Betws 
 
A total of 7 crimes for November in Betws broken down as follows: 
 
October 2022 
  
Violence and Sexual Offences – 5 
Criminal Damage and arson – 1 
Other theft – 1 
 
The link for Betws ward below. 
 
Betws | Police.uk (www.police.uk) 
 
 

https://www.police.uk/pu/your-area/dyfed-powys-police/betws
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4. Declaration by Members of Personal and Prejudicial Interests 
 
None 
 

5. To confirm and Sign the Minutes of the Monthly Meeting Held on Wednesday 11th 
December 2022. 
 
Councillor James proposed and Councillor Phillips seconded and resolved that the minutes of 
the Council’s monthly meetings held on 11th December 2022 be accepted as a true record with 
the addition of clarification over comments made under item 5. 
 
Cllr M Jones suggested, as a matter of clarification, that the following text be included in the 
December meeting’s minutes 
 
A discussion ensued with the clerk being asked to clarify what she’d meant by using the word 
‘diseased’ in certain discussions regarding attendance at meetings. 
The clerk stated that it wasn’t directed at any one person, lots of people could have COVID, and 
it was a wrong choice of words. 
 
County Councillor B Jones stated that in the last meeting, the clerk had stated that the word she 
had used was not directed at any one person as lots of people could have COVID. She stated 
that it was the wrong choice of word and she had apologised accordingly. 
 

6. County Councillor Report 
 

1. Email received from CCC regarding S106 contributions for Betws they only had 

specific monies for affordable housing. This money was used to purchase a property 

in Ffordd Y Glowyr to be used as part of the County Council’s stock. There was 

nothing in the pot for parks and open spaces. 

 

Discussion ensued regarding grants and S106 procedure that and County Councillor 

explained that many of her fellow Councillors were not happy with the S106 process. 

She explained that it has been suggested that Community Councils register an interest 

in obtaining S106 funding against planning applications as part of their response to 

the applications. The detail and costings for the specific costings would be submitted 

at a later date. 

 

2. Feedback from the site meeting with CCC Highways department on 20th December 

regarding the lifting of some of the parking restrictions from outside some of the 

properties on Colonel Road due to issues raised by some residents as they are unable 

to stop or unload due to the newly installed double yellow lines.  It has been agreed to 

remove the double yellow kerb markings but that the double yellow lines on the road 

will remain for safety reasons. The waiting restrictions would not be lifted on Mill 

Road. The changes are to be done during February 2023. 

 

3. Still waiting for the quote from the energy supplier regarding the energy supply box 

for Maesquarre playground area. 
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4. Query from Councillor James regarding the new refuse collection timetable and 

frequency and a discussion ensued: 

On 23rd January 2023 new waste collection timetables begin the current days of 

collection will change and black glass collecting boxes are being issued to residents. 

For Betws:  

Blue bags will be collected on Tuesday 24th January 2023 along with food bags and 

weekly thereafter.  

Black bags will be collected every 3 weeks with the first collection on the new 

timetable being Wednesday 1st February where only 3 bags being collected every 3 

weeks.  

Garden waste is collected on different days.  

 

The above report was NOTED by members. 
 

7. Payments/Donation Requests –  
 

a. Clerk Salary and Allowances and Invoices to be paid (see document below) 
 

Payments Made in January 2023 

MEETING/BACS 
REFERENCE 

PAYEE DETAILS AMOUNT 

11/1/2023 point  7 
 

Angela Brown Clerks 
Salary/Allowances 
and office 
expenses. 
 
Section 112 Local 
Government Act 
1972 (as 
amended) 
 
LG(FP)A 1963 s5 

(as per Clerk 
Salary and Payroll 
schedule) 

11/1/2023 point  7 
 

HMRC Payroll payments.  
 
Section 112 Local 
Government Act 
1972 (as 
amended) 

(as per Clerk 
Salary and Payroll 
schedule) 

11/1/2023 point  7 
 

Nest Pension paid 
by Direct Debit 

Payroll Pension 
payments.  
 
Section 112 Local 
Government Act 
1972 (as 
amended) 

(as per Clerk 
Salary and Payroll 
schedule) 

11/1/2023 point  7 
 

Wrenvale Betws Park 
 
 
Maintenance and 
general upkeep of 

         £  3,465.00 
          
VAT  £     693.00 
Total £  4,158.00       
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Betws Park (as per 
management plan) 
 
Public Health Act 
1875, s.164 – 
Power to provide 
and manage 
recreation 
grounds. 

11/1/2023 point  7 
 

Wrenvale Heol Y Felin 
Green and  
Playground 
 
 
Maintenance and 
general upkeep of 
Betws Park (as per 
management plan) 
 
Public Health Act 
1875, s.164 – 
Power to provide 
and manage 
recreation 
grounds. 

         £     370.00 
          
VAT  £       74.00 
Total £     444.00       
 

11/1/2023 point  7 
 

Wrenvale Maesquarre 
Park/Playground 
 
 
Maintenance and 
general upkeep of 
Betws Park (as per 
management plan) 
 
Public Health Act 
1875, s.164 – 
Power to provide 
and manage 
recreation 
grounds. 

         £    490.00 
          
VAT  £       98.00 
Total £     588.00       
 

11/1/2023 point  7 
 

Wrenvale Supply plants and 
plant village 
planters x 3 

        £  75.00 
 
VAT £  15.00 
Total £  90.00 

11/1/2023 point 7 Carmarthenshire 
County Council 

Replacement of 
Lanterns in village 
 
Parish Councils 
Act 1957 s.3 

          £173.75 
 
VAT   £  34.75 
Total  £208.50 
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Highways Act 
1980 s.301 

11/1/2023 point 7 
And point 7 
14/12/2023 

Cllr Stacey  IBC tank 
connector with 
lock tap and hose 
lock - Betws Park 
Project 
 
 
Public Health Act 
1875, s.164 – 
Power to provide 
and manage 
recreation 
grounds. 

        £10.84 
Delivery charge 
        £2.30 
VAT £2.63 
 
Total £15.77 

 

 
It was RESOLVED that the above be paid. 
 
Councillor A Williams informed members that he thought money could be saved by not planting 
winter flowers in the formal beds as they cost the Community Council a lot of money and will be 
querying the cost with the contractor as they get rotavated in in the spring. The Councillor 
informed members that he had dug up last year’s winter planting, and planted them around the 
park edges. He also mentioned that the fallen leaves were hiding the flowers on the formal beds 
so they were not seen and that the leaves had not been cleared in previous years, only last year 
when the Councillor had requested this to be done. 
 

8. Planning Applications –  
 

The clerk informed members that PL/05237 – 9 dwellings at rear of No 20 Betws Road, 
Betws SA18 2HE this had 2 previous planning numbers with the first lapsing and full 
refusal of the development being decided in December 2021 for PL/01862. 
Discussion ensued with no objections given however the Community Council will register 
their interest in being considered to receive S106 funding from the development to be 
used in and around that area of the village as per the Recreation Ground Committee 
proposals. 
 
It was RESOLVED that the clerk inform the planning department and the bureau with 
regards to registering an interest in obtaining S106 funding against the above planning 
application. 
 

9. Correspondence/Matters for Information/Action (emails sent out to members) 
 

a) Evaluation of Public Health Resources (email sent 14/12/2022)  
 
This was NOTED by members. 
 

b) Single-use Plastics Bill infographic material (email sent 14/12/2022) 
 
This was NOTED by members. 
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c) Email received from Ammanford Food Bank informing that they are running 

short on specific items: 
jam, tinned potatoes and UHT milk. 
 
This was NOTED by members. 
 

d)  Email received from the Curate who attended the Remembrance Service 
which was read to members by the clerk which included him thanking the 
Community Council for the generous donation. Members were informed that 
from the beginning of 2023 St David’s Church will be responsible for its own 
finances, as will the other two churches in the parish of Betws and 
Ammanford.    
 
This was NOTED by members. 

 
10.  To agree the Precept for 2023/2024 to include calculations for Councillor mandatory 

payments, inflationary and national salary increases. 
 
Discussion ensued regarding the proposal of increasing the precept by £5,000 with 
County Councillor B Jones sharing information regarding what households pay in the 
surrounding communities as a comparison stating that Betws residents pay a lot less 
than those in the surrounding areas. She informed members that she would support 
an increase for the 2023/2024 year.  
 
It was proposed by Councillor Phillips that they accept the proposal to increase the 
precept by £5,000 and to request a precept of £52,000 for 2023/2024 from 
Carmarthenshire County Council. This was seconded by Councillor A Williams and 
agreed by all members present. 
  

11.  The following Policies/documents need to be approved and ratified: 
a) Section 6 Biodiversity Report – updated document needs to be on the website 

by Dec 2022 – Cllr Stacey/Cllr A Williams 
In the December meeting the Chair informed members that he had some 
outstanding entries to place within the report and would forward to the clerk for 
publishing on the website as per legislation once actioned. 
 
Update - Report not received to date by clerk and Cllr Stacey sent his apologies to 
this meeting 
 

12. Feedback from planned visit to check Betws RFC as per the requirements of the 
lease – Cllr McMinn-Davies and Cllr Phillips 
 
Cllr McMinn-Davies sent her apologies to the meeting this item will be revisited at the 
next meeting. 
. 
County Councillor B Jones left the meeting at 20:15 
 

13. Feedback from Committees 
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a) Recreation Ground Committee – update Betws Park Project – Cllr M 
Jones 
 
The Christmas lights were turned off on the 7/1/2023 by Councillor M Jones. 
 
Councillor A Williams stated that the bilingual signage for dogs to be kept on 
leads in the new nature area were going to be erected also that he was 
getting proofs for other signage for the project. 
Maesquarre and Heol Y Felin Playground – swing repair update from clerk 
– the parts from proludic were due to arrive with the contractor tomorrow 
(12/1/2023) he informed the clerk of this and that he would install the part 
when there’s a dry day. 

  
b) Events Committee  – Cllr Allchurch – did not attend this meeting – no 

update.  
 

c) Finance Committee – Cllr Stacey – did not attend this meeting – no update.  
 

d) Defibrillator Project – Cllr Comley – did not attend this meeting – no 
update. 

 
Any other business - the Chair asked if there was any other business to be 
discussed 

 

Cllr A Williams stated that he was passionate about the financial situation of the 
Community Council and stated that he was not happy with the payment made to 
Carmarthenshire County Council in relation to the Local Government Pension 
Scheme (LGPS) calculation being made by them for the employer’s contribution to 
the clerk’s pension which would be paid by the Community Council as her 
employers. This has been authorised in the meeting of 13th July 2022 at point 7f 
which was further clarified in the 28th September 2022 meeting by Councillor M 
Jones. 
 

Councillor Phillips informed Councillor A Willliams that Councillor McMinn-Davies 
was contacting the pension department in Carmarthenshire County Council 
regarding the situation as he had raised this in the November meeting however, 
had sent her apologies for this evening’s meeting so there was no update. 
 

The Chair closed the meeting with the next meeting being on second Wednesday 
of the month which is the 8th February 2023. 
 

   The meeting Closed at 20:28 


