BETWS COMMUNITY COUNCIL

The monthly meeting of Betws Community Council was held virtually on Starleaf on Wednesday the
14t July 2021 at 7.00 pm.

The meeting was held on a remote basis in accordance with the provisions of the Local Authorities
(Coronavirus) (Meetings) (Wales) Regulations 2020.

Any member of the public who wishes to attend the meeting as a spectator or who has questions to
put to the Councillors should contact the Clerk in order for this to be able to take place and the
correct procedure to be followed.

PRESENT: Clirs. Picouto (Chairperson), Clirs Betsan Jones, Andy Megrath, Mike
Jones, Dave Stacey, Delyth Richards and Lucy Jones.

County Councillor: Betsan Jones
Clerk: Miss Angela Brown
The Chair informed members that they should be pre-reading the documents sent with the agenda
prior to the meeting so that they are prepared, informed for the meeting otherwise a longer
explanation is required.
1. Apologies
Clir Comley, ClIr Williams, ClIr Phillips.
No apologies received from CliIr Lewis or ClIr Price.
2. Declaration by Members of Personal and Prejudicial Interests
Clir B Jones as she is both a Community Councillor and County Councillor regarding any
discussions about Betws Park and Maesquarre Playground as they are leased from
Carmarthenshire County Council.
Clir L Jones informed members that she had spoken with her employers and measures are in
place to ensure that no conflict of interest would arise with regards to local businesses. Also,

there would be no confidentiality issues as she would not be involved with those clients.

It was RESOLVED that the Clerk seek advice from the Standards Committee to ensure that this
is correct.

3. a)To confirm and Sign the Minutes of the Monthly Meeting Held on Wednesday 9" June
2021

Councillor Stacey proposed and Councillor M Jones seconded and resolved that the minutes of
the previous Council monthly meeting be accepted as a true record.

b)To Confirm and Sign the Minutes of the Annual Meeting Held on 12t May 2021

Councillor B Jones proposed and Councillor Stacey seconded and resolved that the
minutes of the Council annual meeting be accepted as a true record.
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A discussion ensued regarding the process of capturing the next steps from meetings and
ensuring that they are followed through. It was RESOLVED that the Clerk place an Agenda Point
of Next Steps from Previous Meetings so that discussion on progress can take place.

4. County Councillor Report

a. County Councillor B Jones updated members that she had attended a full County Council
meeting today and Emlyn Dole thanked all the schools staff from caretakers, cleaners,
cooks, LSA'’s, pupils and teachers as this school year comes to an end on 16" July 2021.
He also thanked the NHS.

The vaccinations within Hywel Dda have reached %2 a million for the eligible 72% of the
population.

b. Update regarding Clir Price’s statement in the previous meeting regarding a development
behind Betws Primary School and one of the oldest cottages that in the village was to be
demolished. ClIr B Jones has spoken with the developer the building will be demolished
and it is not a listed building. The access to and from the new development will be on
Betws Road and not via Colonel Road.

c. Update regarding the Betws Road/Caemawr query Clir B Jones has been in contact with
M Jacob of CCC Highways Department but had not received a response to date and had
chased again earlier today.

d. She would discuss the proposals regarding waiting restrictions being placed on Heol Y
Felin and Colonel Road at Item 11 on the agenda.

e. The Footway on Pentwyn Road has now been completed.

f. Withregards to Item 11 of last month’s meeting the PRE planning application and potential
S106 claim the Clerk informed members that she had been in consultation with CCC
Planning Contributions regarding S106 and that Betws Community Council’s interest had
been passed to the Community Bureau department to be kept on file. Betws Community
Council can apply once permission has been granted as this will mean that the agreement
has been signed and CCC will know exactly what they are getting and when.

5. To Discuss and Agree that the Chain of Office be inscribed as not done since 2013 when
links were supplied and inscription was done (2013/2014 when Loreen Lewis was chair).

A discussion ensued regarding the costs of updating the Chain of Office. The Chair began the
debate stating that although some people might think of it as a bit of nonsense, it was part of the
history of Betws Council and should be respected as such. However, it was felt that as it had
been left for so long the cost to do this was at present difficult to justify especially whilst there
are far more important projects that require funding. Cllr B Jones stated that the chain of office
is worn at functions attended by the chair including the annual Remembrance Day Service on
11t of November each year in Betws Park as well as when the Chair attends meetings in the
County Council Offices. At the moment the Coronavirus has prevented such events. The Clerk
informed members that Cllr Lewis had worn the chain of office for the presentation of the winners
of the Betws in Bloom Village Competition in the summer of 2019.

Betws Community Council Page 2 Cyngor Cymuned y Betws



The Clerk informed members that she had only received the Chain of Office last month from ClIr
Lewis who had been holding the Chain of Office since her term as Chair had ended in November
2020 due to the Corona Virus Pandemic. The inscription of the chain of office is budgeted for
within the budget control sheet at £80 per annum however this does not cover the actual cost to
bringing the chain up to date.

Inscription of 7 holders of the Chair which is costed at 55p per character would cost £77 for 140
characters. There are 3 free links so 4 more would need to be purchased at a cost of £941.58 to
fit 6 links so that there would be 2 free would cost £810.25 and with this a new case would need
to be made to hold the Chain of Office this would cost £282.29. Total for the cheapest option
above £1300.87 plus there would be a cost for postage and insurance but there would be no
spare links.

Another option would be to have a double chain and place either 7 links at a cost of £1011.06 or
9 links at a cost of £1238.16 on that and purchase a new case £316.15. Total for the cheapest
option above including inscription £1404.21 plus as mentioned above the cost of postage and
insurance.

The Clerk referred to the emails she had sent to members regarding the costs as mentioned
above and informed members that she had also consulted with One Voice Wales and had been
informed of the following:

There is no statutory requirement for a Council to have chains of office to be worn by the
Chairman. Many Councils do invest in chains of office for use primarily in relation to wearing as
part of ceremonial duties.

There is therefore no statutory requirement for the engraving on the chain to be updated and this
is purely discretionary on the part of the Council.

The Clerk also informed members of an option that could be considered and the Council would
only incur the cost of 1 inscription plus postage and insurance and no new case would be
required. All the members have previously been inscribed on onto the chain of office apart from
the current chair so consideration to be made to only placing new Chairperson name and year
of office on at their first term of office and not each time they become chair. This would leave 2
free links as well for any future chairs who have not already held the chair. The Chain was first
inscribed in 1987/1988 when Gwyn Llewellyn was chair.

A suggestion was also proposed by ClIr Stacey regarding putting a list of the Chairperson on a
wooden board, the Clerk suggested that to save costs that she could put a list of the previous
chairpersons onto the Community Council Website and keep this updated.

The following was proposed by Clir L Jones and seconded by ClIr Stacey regarding the chain of
office:

a. To only inscribe the first term of office of a chairperson so save on future costs.

b. The Clerk to place a historical record/list of the previous chairpersons onto the
community council website.

c. To delay inscribing until after the new precept calculations have been discussed for
2022/2023 but by May 2022 latest and put on the agenda for February 2022’s meeting.
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All members voted for the above proposals and it was RESOLVED that the Clerk place a list

onto the Community Council Website as a historical record.

6. Payments/Donation Requests/Audit

a. Clerk Salary and Allowances and Invoices to be paid (see document below)

Payments Made in July 2020

MEETING/BACS
REFERENCE

PAYEE

DETAILS

AMOUNT

14/7/2021 6a

Angela Brown

Clerks
Salary/Allowances
and office expenses

Section 112 Local
Government Act
1972 (as amended)

(as per Clerk Salary
and Payroll
schedule)

14/7/2021 6b

HMRC

Payroll payments for
June 2021

Section 112 Local
Government Act
1972 (as amended)

(as per Clerk Salary
and Payroll
schedule)

14/7/2021 6¢

Nest Pension paid by
Direct Debit

Payroll Pension
payments for June
2021

Section 112 Local
Government Act
1972 (as amended)

(as per Clerk Salary
and Payroll
schedule)

14/7/2021 6d

Cllr Andrew
Williams

Purchase of Sleepers
from LBS to repair
Remembrance
Garden in Betws
Park

Public Health Act
1875, 5.164 — Power
to provide and
manage recreation
grounds.

£62.00
£12.40 VAT
£74.40 TOTAL

14/7/2021 6e

Zurich Municipal
Insurance

Renewal of
Community Council
Insurance Policy for
the Recreation
Grounds (Heol Y
Felin Playground
and Green, Betws
Park and

£1,195.66
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Maesquarre
Playground

YLL-122010-1653.
16/08/2021 —
15/08/2022

Section 112 & s140
Local Government
Act 1972 (as
amended)

14/7/2021 6f

Parks and Play Qtr 1
(April — June)

Playgrounds
Equipment safety
checks/repairs and
maintenance

Public Health Act
1875, s.164 — Power
to provide and
manage recreation
grounds.

£752.00
£150.40 VAT
£902.40 TOTAL

14/7/2021 6g

Wrenvale Qtr 1
(April — June)

Maintenance and
general upkeep of
Heol Y Felin
Playground and
Green, Betws Park
and Maesquarre
Playground (as per
management plan)

Public Health Act
1875, s.164 — Power
to provide and
manage recreation
grounds.

1. £3465.00
VAT £693.00
TOTAL £4158.00

2. £370.00
VAT £ 74.00
TOTAL £444.00

3.  £490.00
VAT £98.00
TOTAL £588.00

4. £75.00
VAT £15.00
TOTAL £90.00

14/7/2021 6h

One Voice Wales
Councillor Training
— Code of Conduct

s.111 (1) of the
Local Government
Act 1972

£30.00

It was proposed by ClIr L Jones and seconded by ClIr Stacey that the above invoices be paid.
All members voted for the above and it was RESOLVED that the clerk to pay the above invoices.

b. Accountant response regarding annual costs.

The Clerk informed members that she had received a reply from the accountants
regarding the annual payroll costs with pension will be £240.

c. External Audit and requested information have been sent to Wales Audit Office.
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The Clerk informed members of the above.
7. Dyfed Powys Police Monthly Crime Figures for Betws and response to last month’s query.
June 2021

Vehicle Interference — 1
Assault—1
Harassment — 3

With regards to Betws Community Council’s request whether or not a breakdown of crimes
involving substance misuse as a contributory factor, either by it being the motive or by being
under the influence of, could be given in the monthly breakdown of figure to the Community
Council.

The response given is:

If the offender was under the influence of alcohol, | will not be able to give you these figures
however if the person involved was under the influence of illegal drugs, then another crime would
be created for being in possession of illegal drugs which would be put on the crime figures.

8. Feedback from Committees:
a. 1. Recreation Ground Committee

A discussion ensued regarding the recreation grounds and the need to ensure that the
community council are getting good value for money with any expenditure and to monitor
the work carried out. The recreation grounds will be checked in September using the
programme of work for maintenance.

Clir B Jones informed members that the grass was not collected in Heol Y Felin the last
time it was cut and the youths spread it around the playground area. The Clerk informed
members that she had spoken to the contractor who had told her that he has never
collected the grass only cut and left the cuttings on the area.

Cllr M Jones queried as to where in the process we were for getting the drainage
renewed/improved in Maesquarre Playground after the site meeting had identified that the
4 soakaways were more than likely blocked. It was explained that the Dragon play
equipment was set naturally in a basin and the Zip Line had banks on either side that
channelled the water to the zip line area. The culvert is not a culvert but a major water
main. The playground may need to be closed whilst the work is carried out and it was
suggested the work be carried out after the school summer holidays.

It was proposed by ClIr B Jones and seconded by Clir Megrath that a site meeting be
arranged with the playground contractor and that the clerk email other local contractors in
order to obtain quotations regarding the cost of soakaways and a French drain for the
area as suggested in the document sent by Malcolm Edwards of Carmarthenshire County
Council. ClIr B Jones informed members that the wind farm grant for new play equipment
will be applied for in September.

The Clerk had sought advice from Stephen Edwards CCC Arboriculturist regarding the
overhanging trees in Heol Y Felin Playground/Green area being cut back. He
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recommends that the trees are cut back from the pavement and roadside (into RFC). You
can raise the crown, of trees this time of year if they are problematic. All works should be
completed to BS 3998 standards.

It was RESOLVED that the Clerk contact the maintenance contractor and ask him to
attend to the above trees.

2. Cllr Williams - Proposal for Victorian Summerhouse to be changed into a Store
area for tools. Preserve the Ancient Elliptical Archway by having the framework on
the other side of archway inside and doors to enclose. Quotations required.

A discussion ensued with regards to the above proposal. Clir B Jones stated that in 2017
Clir Branch had suggested something similar and that Cllir B Jones agreed with the
suggestion. ClIr L Jones stated that it would help to tidy the area and that the construction
needs to be highly secure. Clir M Jones stated that it would have steel doors. CllIr Picouto
stated that it needs to made as robust as possible as vandalism would be a concern.

It was also suggested that a sensor light as a minimum and possibly some CCTV be
placed on the area.

Clir Comley’s son has offered to construct and install the doors, the community council
will provide the materials.

It was proposed by Clir M Jones that Clir Comley makes a list of and gives a cost of the
materials required for the task, this was seconded by ClIr Stacey and agreed by all
members.

A discussion ensued regarding the old Tennis Court area and that it is hoped to place
hopscotch, snakes and ladders, target circles and other similar games onto the area. Non
toxic paint needs to be used and there is a possibility a line machine could be used.

Clir B Jones suggested she contact Ammanford Town Council to find out who the artist
was who has painted a mural on the side of a wall to see if they are able to assist and to
find out the cost involved. It was RESOLVED that Clir B Jones approaches the artist to
find out if this is something the artist can assist with.

Cllr M Jones stated that the Friends of Betws Park Volunteer group that meet each
Saturday to tidy up the park would like younger members of the community to join the

group.
The Clerk informed members that Manor Road Special Needs Adult Unit will commence
litter picking on a Monday once authorised and that the 2475 Ammanford Squadron of the
Royal Air Force Cadets may also volunteer in due course as part of their Duke of
Edinburgh Awards scheme.

b. Finance Committee

The Councillors on this committee have been unable to progress due to their heavy work
commitments. There are plans that this will be done during August.

c. Projects and Events Committee
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Clir M Jones suggested that we ensure the Christmas Lights are erected this year and
that the Tree in the Park doesn’t look too healthy.

Clir B Jones suggested the Clerk contact Ammanford Town Clerk to find out where they
got their lights from. The Christmas Lights that are currently used by the Community
Council were purchased by them some years ago and these get stored by SSE who also
erect the lights for the council.

It was RESOLVED the clerk contact the Clerk at Ammanford Town Council to gather
information regarding the lights used.

9. Correspondence

a)

b)
c)

d)

f)

Received from 2475 Ammanford Squadron — Royal Air Force Cadets — a thank you
letter for the donation given by Betws Community Council.

Safer Routes in Communities (SRIiC) application — submitted to CCC

To consider a request from a member of the public to metal detect in Betws Park
A discussion ensued with the Clerk giving the background information that she had
received from the requestor. It was proposed by Cllr B Jones that the member of the
community be allowed to metal detect in Betws Park this was seconded by CliIr L Jones.
All members voted for this.

CCTV in public places legislation and policies

A discussion regarding this new legislation whereby it seems that the requirement for
Betws Community Council to complete a document called a ‘Privacy Impact Statement’
before May 2018 was never realised for the CCTV system that cover Heol Y Felin
Playground and Green area. This new document is replacing the above document is
called ‘Data Protection Impact Assessment’. Once completed this needs to be placed
upon the Community Council website. This new documentation has come from the
Surveillance Camera Commissioner (part of the Information Commissioner’s Office/ ICO).
There is a 16-page self-assessment tool that needs completing as well as the Data
Protection Impact Assessment.

It was proposed by ClIr Picouto that the Clerk complete the documentation and place this
item on the agenda for September for review. This was seconded by Clir Stacey. All
members voted for this. It was RESOLVED the Clerk complete the task.

Review of Electoral Arrangements in Carmarthenshire

The name of the Electoral Ward not the Place name will be changed to Y
Betws/The Betws.

This was NOTED by members.

CCC Equine Strategy Consultation — 21/6/21— 25/7/21

A discussion ensued with regards to this as there is an active equestrian community within

Betws. It was RESOLVED that the Clerk complete the consultation on behalf of the
Community Council.
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g) Active Travel Consultation — access for walking and cycling 8/6/21 — 1/9/21
As above at 9f.

h) Housing and Regeneration Masterplan Consultation — 14/6/21 — 25/7/21
As above at 9f.

At 20:56 the Chair informed members that the meeting was approaching the 2 hours and
that members need to decide to continue or end the meeting. The Clerk informed
members that they would need to vote to suspend Standing Orders in order to continue
the meeting.

This was proposed by ClIr B Jones and seconded by Clir M Jones and all members voted
for this and the meeting continued after suspending Standing Orders from 21:00 hours.

i) Blocked Footpaths — County Councillor B Jones informed members that there are
significant delays to work being carried out due to the pandemic restrictions and each
issue on the network is dealt with under the network hierarchy system which was
developed earlier this year. It was RESOLVED that due to the summer recess County
Councillor B Jones will chase this up in September.

The Clerk has had a response from Caroline Ferguson of CCC and was advised of the
following:

If the Community Council are keen to see certain improvements to their network, then it
might be worth compiling a project idea for public path improvements in the Betws Area.
This could be submitted to the Countryside Access team so that we can look for funding
opportunities to complete the project. The Community Council could also look at funding
opportunities that would contribute.

With significant projects we ask that communities also provide some voluntary support
from within their area who can help with future maintenance of improved paths,
particularly if those paths aren’t considered high priorities for the County Council to
regularly maintain, that way they can remain open and available. The Ramblers
Association can help with training, upskilling and equipping volunteers as part of the Paths
for People project.

This was NOTED by members.

]) Questionnaire — Involvement in Consultation Processes and School Re-
organisation Proposals

This was NOTED by members.
10. Planning Applications and S106 for PRE/00363
E/35589 (from 2017) Liwyncwn Cottage = Withdrawn and PL/01250 Llwyncwn Cottage for a
stable and grass store = Full Refusal

PL/01696 Penllech, Cwm Felin Road = Granted for single storey extension, replace garage and
patio.
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S106 and PRE/00363 the Clerk sought advice from Planning Contributions at CCC. The
Community Council can apply for the contribution once the permission has been granted as this
will mean the agreement has been signed and the amount of money available will be known.

The Community Bureau have taken over the use of Section 106 and will keep Betws Community
Council’s interest in this application on file.

Update on Carmarthenshire Revised Local Development Plan 2018 — 2033 — regarding a delay
in publishing and consulting on the ‘Focused Changes’ and submitted the plan to the Welsh
Government for examination. There have been changes issued by Natural Resources Wales
with regard to guidance on addressing phosphate level in Riverine Special Areas of Conservation
(SAC). An assessment has shown phosphorous breaches within SAC rivers across Wales. The
Council is reassessing its position in line with the guidance note and consider the implications.

At 21:04 the Chair needed to leave the meeting briefly and asked Clir B Jones who was the
previous chair to chair as the ClIr Phillips the vice chair was not at the meeting. The Chair
returned at 21:06.

11.To discuss and provide feedback by 2" August 2021 to Carmarthenshire County Council
regarding the proposal for waiting restrictions on Colonel Road/Heol Y Felin.

A discussion ensued regarding the proposals with the Clerk informing members that Clirs
Comley and Williams had given feedback regarding the proposals informing her that this was
good progress for the community. The restrictions would ensure that both the local business
opposite the playground and the RFC brewery lorries can enter and leave their premises without
issue.

CliIr Richards informed members that it would only push the parking to the other side of the road.
She was asked if there were any particular problematic times and she stated that it was an
ongoing issue with no particular specific day or time for the problems.

It was RESOLVED that the Clerk give the feedback to CCC on behalf of Betws Community
Council.

12.0VW Committee Meeting feedback — Clir L Jones/ClIr Phillips

Clir L Jones informed members that she was unable to attend the meeting and had asked Clir
Stacey to attend in her place which he did. She is also having to withdraw from attending in future
as the start time is going to be at 18:30 which conflicts with her family commitments and wanted
to step down as OVW representative. It was proposed by Clir B Jones and seconded by Clir M
Jones that ClIr Stacey become the second OVW representative. Clir Stacey was happy to take
her place.

Cllr Stacey had emailed a copy of his notes from the meeting to Councillors and the Clerk with
3 items needing addressing.

a. Regarding 2" homes in Wales, it was proposed by Clir Stacey and seconded
by ClIr B Jones that the Clerk send the letter — ‘Wales is not for sale’ as per
the email of 14" May 2012, 2nd Homes report - Prof Simon Brooks -
Circulated to all councils. Recommendations to Welsh Gov. Nevin Town
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council are petitioning WG to adopt all of the recommendations. Other
councils have been invited to join. OVW Exec Board have voted to support.
Suggestion that other councils stand ready to consider if they wish to enforce
the recommendations.

It was RESOLVED that the Clerk send the letter.

b. The General Power of Competence consultation — changes and how it affects Community
Councils as the Power of Wellbeing will more than likely be repealed. A discussion
ensued. Current consultation - smaller councils encouraged to submit their concerns.
Likely to see the removal of the Power of Wellbeing, which is the main route for smaller
councils to distribute funding. This is likely to be a problem for smaller councils as they
may not want to qualify for General Power of Competence. Councils encouraged to
respond; 24" Sept is the closing date.

It was RESOLVED that the Clerk respond to the consultation on behalf of Betws
Community Council.

c. Requirement to publish outcomes from council meetings within 7 days.
Requirement is to publish attendance and decisions - you can EITHER
publish minutes as draft OR publish a list of attendees and a summary of
decisions, and then follow with minutes after they have been approved at the
next meeting. If we disagree with this — Councils are encouraged to write to
Lyn Cadwalader (OVW) signalling that we don’t agree, and encouraging OVW
to lobby WG to remove the requirement.

A discussion ensued and it was proposed by Clir Stacey and seconded by ClIr
M Jones that the Clerk sends a letter to Lyn Cadwalader (OVW) expressing
their concerns. It was RESOLVED that the Clerk send the letter on behalf of
Betws Community Council.

13.To discuss the launch on 28" June 2021 of a Consultation regarding the Qualifications of
Clerks in Wales Regulations and decide on what to do with regards to completing the
online consultation document which needs to be done by 24t September 2021. (The Clerk
has completed ILCA but has not commenced CiLCA)

A discussion ensued regarding CiLCA training for the Clerk including the costs, hours and
commitment required from the Clerk to do the training. It was proposed by Cllr Stacey and
seconded by Cllr Megrath that the Clerk sign up to CiLCA training and re-sends the email of the
29" June to members.

It was RESOLVED that the Clerk do the above.

14. Terms of Reference — Cllr Stacey

Due to work commitments, it was proposed by ClIr Stacey to move this item to the
Agenda for September this was agreed by all members.

It was RESOLVED that the Clerk place this item on Septembers Agenda.
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15.Recommendation that Betws Community Council move towards a paperless system of
communication from 15t September 2021 in line with Welsh Government and
Carmarthenshire County Council guidelines. As well as helping the environment it will
also save money, it is obviously the way forward and it is hoped all Councillors will
support the recommendation.

A discussion ensued regarding who is not on email, with only 1 Councillor not being
on email and another who required paper copies recently due to health issues but
the Councillor no longer needed to have them in this format and was happy to have
correspondence via email.

The Clerk informed members that she had previously sent information out to
Councillors on digital help for the over 50’s.

It was proposed by Clir L Jones and seconded by ClIr Megrath that Betws Community Council
work towards a paperless communication system as soon as possible. As of May 2022, the
Council will be a paperless when it comes to communication. If a Councillor requires a temporary
exemption, they need to make a proposal to the Council so that this can be discussed by the
Council. Should the Councillor who is not on email require assistance to set up then the
Councillor needs to request this.

All members voted for this. It was RESOLVED that Betws Community Council move to paperless
communication.

The Chair wished everyone a good summer break and see them next in the
September meeting.

The meeting Closed at 21:38.
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