BETWS COMMUNITY COUNCIL

The monthly meeting of Betws Community Council was held as a Hybrid Meeting at Betws RFC
and virtually on Starleaf on Wednesday 13" July 2022 at 7.00pm.

The meeting was held on a remote basis in accordance with the provisions of the Local Authorities
(Coronavirus) (Meetings) (Wales) Regulations 2020 and Local Government and Elections (Wales)
Act 2021.

Any member of the public who wishes to attend the meeting as a spectator or who has questions to
put to the Councillors should contact the Clerk in order for this to be able to take place and the
correct procedure to be followed.

PRESENT: Clir Dave Stacey (Chairperson), Clirs Mike Jones, Peter Comley, Andrew
Williams, Carwyn James, Maureen Williams with Paul Allchurch attending virtually.

County Councillor: Betsan Jones
Clerk: Miss Angela Brown
Member of the Public Present: No one present
PCSO 8087 Alexander Mullock
1. Public Questions/Representations
No one present
2. Apologies
Councillors José Picouto, Lucy Jones, Karen McMinn-Davies, Lynwen Phillips and Andy Megrath
3. Dyfed Powys Police Monthly Crime Figures for Betws
A total 7 crimes for June in Betws broken down as follows:
June 2022
Domestic related — 3
Harassment — 1
Public Order offence — 1
Violent Crime (isolated incident) — 1
Theft offence — 1
A discussion ensued regarding the recent escalation in antisocial behaviour (ASB) within Betws
Park where scooters and electric motorbikes are being driven across the grass, balls being
thrown at passing cars, criminal damage to equipment and trees and the dealing of drugs. PCSO

8087 Mullock informed members that resources were limited however will try to patrol the park.

ASB has been escalating within the Heol Y Felin and Betws RFC area with a tree being damaged
in the green and items being damaged by youths outside the RFC.
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It was RESOLVED that a letter be sent to the Dyfed Powys Police and Crime Commissioner, the
Chief of Police and the Ammanford Police Station Inspector regarding the above issues and
concerns.

4. Declaration by Members of Personal and Prejudicial Interests
None

5. To confirm and Sign the Minutes of the Monthly Meeting Held on Wednesday 8t
June 2022

Councillor A Williams proposed and Councillor James seconded and resolved that the minutes
of the Council’s monthly meeting be accepted as a true record.

All members voted unanimously on this.
The next steps from the meeting were revisited.
6. County Councillor Report

a) County Councillor Jones updated members on the status of the new bins that
are needed on the footpath 68/11 and that she has chased this again with no
bins being installed to date. She also informed members that a dog fouling
sign on the same path near the top end of Maes Y Betws needed replacing as
it was unreadable and that a bigger sign was needed for the Colonel Road.
She stated that hopefully all the above will be in place by September.

b) She informed members that she had received comments and complaints
about the new road markings and signage for the Traffic Regulation Order for
Heol Y Felin/Colonel Road some were happy and some not. She had
informed them that there had been a 21-day consultation period, a notice on
the telegraph pole and in the SW Guardian and that Carmarthenshire County
Council had followed procedures. She has liaised with the Highways
Department on the above.

c) She informed members that there has also been a proposal for lines to be
placed on Pentwyn Road.

d) Members were given an update on last months’ report regarding defibrillators
with a request for training from ex Councillor Shireen Davies. Clir Comley
informed that training takes place with 20 attendees so once 20 people have
been signed up then training can be arranged by him at Betws RFC.

e) She informed members that she had been to see the new playground
equipment at Maesquarre and the benches and picnic bench and that it was
all installed apart from the plaque for the bench donated by the late Dr John
Dorian Evans as it is not yet in place. She asked the Clerk to chase this.

At 19:49 County Councillor B Jones left the meeting.
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a. Clerk Salary and Allowances and Invoices to be paid (see document below)

7. Payments/Donation Requests —

Payments Made in July 2022

MEETING/BACS | PAYEE DETAILS AMOUNT

REFERENCE

13/7/2022 point 7a | Angela Brown Clerks (as per Clerk
Salary/Allowances | Salary and Payroll
and office schedule)
expenses.

Section 112 Local
Government Act
1972 (as
amended)

13/7/2022 point 7a

HMRC

Payroll payments.

(as per Clerk
Salary and Payroll

Section 112 Local | schedule)
Government Act
1972 (as
amended)
13/7/2022 point 7a | Nest Pension paid | Payroll Pension (as per Clerk
by Direct Debit payments. Salary and Payroll

Section 112 Local
Government Act
1972 (as
amended)

schedule)

13/7/2022 point 7a
& 13c

Applewise Fruit
Trees

Betws Park Nature
Project Funding
from the Welsh
Government Local
Places for Nature
and National
Lottery Heritage
Grant Funding

Public Health Act
1875, s.164 —
Power to provide
and manage
recreation
grounds.

£405.00

13/7/2022 point 7a
& 13d

Tree Consultant
Wales

Biannual Tree
Surveys for Heol Y
Felin Playground
and Green,Betws
Park and

£1,170.00
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Maesquarre
Playground.

Public Health Act
1875, s.164 —
Power to provide
and manage
recreation
grounds.

14/7/2021 point 5
and 9/2/2022 89 &
13/7/2022 point 7a

Thomas Fattorini
Ltd

Section 245 (3) &
(6) of Local
Government Act
1972

£34.49

8/6/2022 point 12
and 13/7/2022
point 7a

R A Computers

Second Computer
screen and new
mouse

Local Government
Act 1972, s. 142
and Local
Government
(Democracy)
(Wales) Act 2013
s.58

VAT £ 29.58

Total £177.48

£147.90

18/5/2022 point 12
and 13/7/2022
point 7a

Orchardweb

Create new pages
and create new
email addresses.

Local Government
Act 1972, s. 142
and Local
Government
(Democracy)
(Wales) Act 2013
s.58

£90.00

13/7/2022 point 7a

Wrenvale

Maintenance and
general upkeep of
Heol Y Felin
Playground and
Green (as per
management plan)

Qtrl

Public Health Act
1875, s.164 —
Power to provide
and manage
recreation
grounds.

VAT £ 74.00

£370.00

£444.00
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13/7/2022 point 7a

Wrenvale

Maintenance and
general upkeep of
Betws Park (as per
management plan)

Qtrl

Public Health Act
1875, s.164 —
Power to provide
and manage
recreation
grounds.

£3,465.00
VAT £ 693.00

Total £4,158.00

13/7/2022 point 7a

Wrenvale

Maintenance and
general upkeep of
Maesquarre
Playground (as per
management plan)
Qtrl

Public Health Act
1875, s.164 —
Power to provide
and manage
recreation
grounds.

£490.00
VAT £ 98.00

Total £588.00

13/7/2022 point 7a

Wrenvale

Maintenance and
general upkeep of
3 Village Planters
at Heol Y Felin,
Maesquarre and
Treforis (as per
management plan)

Public Health Act
1875, s.164 —
Power to provide
and manage
recreation
grounds.

£75.00
VAT £15.00

Total £90.00

13/7/2022 point 7a
&14b

Parks and Play Qtr
1 for Maesquarre
and Heol Y Felin
playgrounds

Playgrounds
Equipment safety
checks/repairs and
maintenance

Public Health Act
1875, s.164 —
Power to provide
and manage
recreation
grounds.

£520
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27/4/2022 13c and
13/7/2022 point 7a

(and from emails
from the weekly
checks by Clirs)

Parks and Play

Playgrounds
Equipment safety
checks/repairs and
maintenance

Repair to
damaged rubber
surfacing at Heol Y
Felin and
replacement step
and platform to
Tyma unit at
Maesquarre

Public Health Act
1875, s.164 —
Power to provide
and manage
recreation
grounds.

£260

£130

Total £390

13/7/2022 point 7a
& 13e

Emroch
Landscapes

Maesquarre
Playground
Project Phase 1
Grant Funding
from the Mynydd Y
Betws Wind Farm

Public Health Act
1875, s.164 —
Power to provide
and manage
recreation
grounds.

£3,690.00
VAT £ 738.00

Total £4,428.00

13/7/2022 point 7a
& 13e

Emroch
Landscapes

Maesquarre
Playground
Project Phase 1
Grant Funding
from the Mynydd Y
Betws Wind Farm

Public Health Act
1875, s.164 —
Power to provide
and manage
recreation
grounds.

£13,730.00
VAT £ 2,476.00

Total £16,476.00

13/7/2022 point 7a
& 13e

Emroch
Landscapes

Maesquarre
Playground
Project Phase 1
Grant Funding

£5,070.00
VAT £1,014.00

Total £6,084.00

Betws Community Council

Page 6

Cyngor Cymuned y Betws




from the Mynydd Y
Betws Wind Farm

Public Health Act
1875, s.164 —
Power to provide
and manage
recreation
grounds.

Donation Requests/ Payments Received/ Donation Received
None

The Clerk informed members of a Thank You letter received from Wales Air Ambulance for
Children for the donation made.

b. To agree to make payments to the clerk in August as there is no meeting

It was agreed by all members present that the clerk liaise with the chair as there will be
no meeting.

c. Zurich Insurance renewal and equipment valuations

It was agreed to pay the renewal and to count the number of benches within the recreation
areas so that they may be added to the policy.

The clerk will get an up-to-date valuation of the chain of office.
d. Maesquarre Playground Project Invoices

It was agreed that these be paid although as per County Councillor report above the clerk
is to contact the company to ask about the plaque being placed on the donated bench.

e. VAT claims
The clerk informed members of the claims that have been submitted to HMRC.

f. Clerk Pension —to discuss enrolment into Local Government Pension Scheme as
per contract

The clerk informed members of the process and that she had sought advice.
Discussion ensued over additional costs.

It was RESOLVED that the above be paid.

8. Planning Applications —
a. none received to date.
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The clerk informed members of a document that councillors needed to familiarise
themselves with especially regarding S106 payments. Clir James explained that the
contributions were for community use, they had received payments for Maesquarre
Playground when the development at the same site was applied for. The remainder of
these payments will be used to pay for the new playground equipment and benches that
have recently been installed.

b. To discuss if any Councillors wish to have further training on planning there is a
company called Planning Aid that provides training should you wish to attend the
next available training course.

Clir Paul Alichurch will attend the next available course.
9. Correspondence/Matters for Information/Action (emails sent out to members)

a) Ystadau Cymru Newsletter 61" edition, 15/6/22 (email sent out to

members)
https://gov.wales/ystadau-cymru-newsletter-edition-6

This was NOTED by members.

b) Revised Carmarthenshire Local Development Plan (LDP) 2018 -2033
(email sent 7/7/22)

Extract from email below:

Progress on the Revised LDP has been delayed whilst the Council consider
how to deal with interim planning guidance by Natural Resources Wales on
addressing phosphate levels in Riverine Special Areas of Conservation.

Work has commenced on producing a second Deposit LDP. Over the past
two years, in addition to the phosphate levels in some of Carmarthenshire’s
rivers, several other issues have arisen, and this plan will also address these
issues. The second Deposit LDP will incorporate previously agreed Focussed
Changes (where they remain relevant). It will also reflect and respond to
Covid-19 recovery, the net zero carbon and decarbonisation agenda, new
Technical Advice Note 15 / Revised Flood Maps, and Future Wales: The
National Plan 2040.

A new timetable will soon be submitted to the Welsh Government. It is
anticipated that the second Deposit LDP will be published for public
consultation in December 2022/January 2023.

Until the Revised LDP is adopted, the 2006-2021 LDP will remain in place for
all planning decisions, in line with advice issued by the Welsh Government.

If you require any further information on the above, please get in touch with
the Team preferably by email

(forward.planning@carmarthenshire.gov.uk) or by telephone (01267 228818).
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Cllr James stated that it is important/critical that the Council check the effect it
has on Betws.

This was NOTED by members.

c) Both the clerk and Clir M Jones had been contacted by Jonathan Edwards of
Plaid Cymru regarding the unused cricket net frame on Heol Y Felin Green.
He was signposted to contact Clir Comley in his capacity as secretary of
Betws RFC in relation to his request for the Ammanford Boars.

This was NOTED by members.

d) It's for Them (email sent 13/7/22)

The ‘It's for Them’ campaign aims to increase the awareness of the public,
and people who manage grass cutting, of the benefits of mowing less. We
have created a toolkit with assets as PDF files, JPG and PNG image files for
you to use and add your own logos and contact details to.

Stakeholder Toolkit: Please see attached.

Assets: Published Assets (assetbank-server.com)

The toolkit also includes suggested social media messages. We would be
grateful if you could share messages with your networks and on your
communication channels.

This was NOTED by members.

10.To implement the new Councillor specific email addresses sent out as agreed
in the previous meeting.

Discussion as there is some level of difficulty in getting them set up on the various
devices that are used.

It was RESOLVED that the Chair would contact the company who has set the emails
up to discuss the various issues encountered.

11.To consider how to publicise the work of the Community Council and decide
upon the photograph to use on the website along with information about each
councillor.

A discussion ensued with suggestions of social media, noticeboards and their
locations discussed as the Community Council have 2 one in Betws Park and the
other outside Betws Primary school which is small and needs attention. The SW
Guardian, potential to publicise a newsletter once a month, use of shop/business
windows within Betws with the various locations discussed and posting/leaflet
dropping each household. The potential of using QR codes and hyperlinks to link to
the original website were also discussed. As well as linking to the Community
Council website for information too.
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A discussion ensued regarding what information and its frequency of publication.
1 page English one side and Welsh the other. Also, about the possibility of linking in
with Betws Family Centre and Primary School who both have social media coverage.

Clir M Williams stated that not everyone within the community is interested or use
social media and that the council need to ensure inclusivity of all members of the
community.

Clir Alichurch stated that the council need to make sure that the information is up-to-
date, accurate and relevant it will be like having a virtual noticeboard.

It was RESOLVED that the Chair would look at setting up a FB account for Betws
Community Council and explore the other options discussed above.

With reference to the Group councillor photographs it was RESOLVED that the clerk
decide which one to use. Also, that the individual face shots can be used from the
photographs taken by Clir Comley on his digital camera for the website too.

12.To consider arequest received regarding planting Yew trees in Betws Park (see attached
request email 15/6/2022 and 7/7/2022)

A discussion ensued regarding the request with Clir M Williams informing members that yew
trees are poisonous as they have high alkaloid levels. There is a yew tree in St David’s Church
in Betws. The trees are slow growing. This request is not permitted.

It was RESOLVED that the clerk contact the requestor and inform them of their decision and
reasoning which include the current development within Betws Park as part of the Betws Park
Nature Project where funding has been gained through the Welsh Government Local Places for
Nature and National Lottery Heritage Grant Funding. Along with concerns over the toxicity of the
tree were raised by a number of members who thought that it was not suitable for the park.

13.Feedback from Committees (all minutes of the Committee Meetings can be viewed on the
Community Council Website where the Full Council Meeting minutes are also available).
Recreation Ground Committee —
a) Dog control issues in Betws Park (Dog Warden/Incident 11/6/2022 reported
to police)/To consider extra signage for the park

A discussion ensued over the issue of extra signage, also that the general signage
at the park needs looking at and updating ensuring that it is bilingual and of a
standard design.

It was RESOLVED that ClIr Stacey and ClIr A Williams will look at all the signage
and for the wording of new signage to be agreed to cover all messaging that is
required at the park.

A discussion regarding the incident and the dog warden ensued any incidents
within the park involving dogs need to be reported to the police on 101, as well as
to Carmarrthenshire County Council’'s dog warden by 01267 234567. The dog
warden will be attending the park as part of his patrols.
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It was RESOLVED that the clerk write a letter to the Police and Crime
Commissioner, Chief of Police and Ammanford’s Chief Inspector regarding the
issues above and the levels of policing in the area as the anti-social behaviour is
escalating.

b) Carmarthenshire Bat Project — Clir A Williams

A Bat Activity Survey was carried out at Betws Park on the 13" June 2022 as part
of the ongoing Carmarthenshire Bat Project.

A total of 6 species of bat were recorded at Betws Park during a bat detector and walking
transect survey carried out on 13th June 2022 as follows:

Common pipistrelle

Soprano pipistrelle

Longeared bat

Myotis species

Natterer’s bat

Daubenton’s bat

The transect consisted of a walk from the Park entrance along the public footpath to the far
end, with timed stops by the River Amman to record foraging bats. The survey started at
21.30 hrs and ended at 22.54 hrs and covered approximately 2 miles.

Bat abundance, determined by the number of sound files recorded on the bat detector, was
considered high, particularly by the river. Bats recorded at their expected time of emergence,
relative to sunset, are likely to be roosting locally in the woodland, in tree features, or nearby
dwellings.
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Soprano pipistrelle and common pipistrelle were mostly recorded. The Myotis species
recorded are most likely to be Daubenton’s and Natterer’s bats as these bats were observed
foraging over the water and in good numbers. Natterer’s bats were also confirmed by their
long, straight broadband calls recorded on the bat detector. Longeared bats were recorded
1hr after sunset around the Park

Overall, 6 new biological records have been generated for this site and will be used in the
next edition of the Carmarthenshire Bat Atlas. This survey has generated 4 new records for
SN6312 of soprano pipistrelle, Myotis species, Daubenton’s and Natterer’s bat.

Recommendations:

Bat and Bird Boxes

Betws Park would benefit from having some bat boxes deployed around the site, particularly
in areas that are not lit by town street lights and in areas that are not vulnerable to
vandalism. Should any funding be available, Schwegler woodcrete boxes would be the box of
choice as they are hard wearing. There are many difference styles of Schwegler boxes and
some double up as bird boxes such as the 2M (32mm) tit box and 2F bat box. However, they
are expensive at around £40 each but they do last for years. Both these designs have
interchangeable doors so it may be beneficial to purchase a 50/50 mix to cover both animal
groups. Self-cleaning bat boxes such as the Schwegler 1FF are suitable for crevice dwelling
bats such as common and soprano pipistrelles; they are retailing at around £90 each. Any
boxes that are fixed to trees will need to be maintained annually to clear out any old nesting
materials/detritus and to note any occupancy. Bat boxes need to be checked under an NRW
licence.

In the short-term, wooden bat boxes are a cheaper alternative; they could be constructed as
part of a community project run by the Park. Kent and VWT bat box designs are the most
popular and easy to construct. The designs for both boxes can be found on the internet.
Timber used to make both bat and bird boxes must be untreated and an outer coat of pet
friendly exterior paint such as Cuprinol should be applied to extend the life of the box.

Lighting

If Betws Park officials are considering installing lighting along the public foot paths as part of
the renovation project, then bat friendly lights should be considered, particularly as
significant numbers of bats are using the site. Some areas of the UK have started installing
red street lights as shown below in Figure 7, particularly in areas where bats are foraging
and commuting.

Betws Community Council Page 12 Cyngor Cymuned y Betws



The species recorded using Betws Park during the survey are particularly sensitive to light,
particularly longeareds, Daubenton’s and Natterer’s bat; they will avoid areas with bright LED
lighting at all costs. If and when lighting is discussed, then the Betws Park officials should contact
Worcestershire County Council who has already installed this lighting in some areas that are used by
bats. This is a link to their lighting project.
www.worcestershire.gov.uk/news/article/1890/the_first_bat_highway _in_the uk_to_light up_in_ w
orcestershire

It was suggested by Clir A Williams that the Council purchase the 2 x self-cleaning
boxes for the bat population and to put them up in the park to help maintain the
current breeding population this is being incorporated into the current Betws Park
grant funded project.

This was NOTED by members.
c) Betws Park Project — Cllr M Jones

Clir M Jones gave an update on the progress in the park informing members that
TRJ will be in the park for another month and that Clir A Williams has been co-
ordinating the design with the construction firm. There has been a little damage to
the earth at the sides of the path/driveway and 1 lorry knocked a pillar at the main
entrance it is sound TRJ will re-build at no cost to the Community Council.

The next step will be post, rail and pig wire fencing and 3 gates and there is a path
that needs to be made leading from Pentwyn Steps to the bridge. Then it will be
the soft landscaping, building the raised beds, planting trees and plants, bulbs, and
seeding the areas.

Hoping to finish by November 2022.

d) Tree Survey results for Betws Park, Heol Y Felin and Maesquarre
Playgrounds

The results of the tree survey were discussed with only a few trees in each area
that need attention. The ash trees are currently being monitored with no necessity
for felling this year.

A question was asked by Clir M Jones regarding the dead Christmas tree at the
front of Betws Park as it was on the list to be felled. The illumination company for
the Christmas lighting need a framework for the lights the tree does not need to be
living. It was RESOLVED that the clerk seek advice from the Tree Survey
company to ask if it would be safe to remain so that it could be used for Christmas
illuminations.

It was RESOLVED that the clerk seek quotes for the work required.
e) Maesquarre Playground Project — update — ClIr Phillips

Update given by County Councillor B Jones as ClIr Phillips had sent her apologies
see 6e above.
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f) To consider the cost of repairs at Heol Y Felin and Maesquarre Playgrounds

A discussion ensued regarding the costs of maintenance and repair at both
playgrounds. The council will seek costings for alternative methods of repair at
Heol Y Felin and clarification regarding the costs at Maesquarre Playground and
the council will also seek costings for the fence repair.

It was RESOLVED that Cllr Comley will seek the costings for the work needed.
It was RESLOVED that the clerk seek clarification from the contractor for the costs
for the piece of play equipment at Maesquarre playground.

g) To set up a calendar of committee meetings

A discussion ensued with a rolling rota of committee meetings being agreed
beginning on the 15t Tuesday in September starting with:

Events Committee on 6" September 2022

Finance Committee on 4" October 2022

Recreation Ground Committee on 15t November 2022

Clir M Williams informed members that she is working with Betws Primary school
and is setting up and after school science club there and was asking about funding
avenues. CllIr Allchurch offered assistance. ClIr Stacey also offered his assistance.

Cllr Comley is waiting for a meeting with the Probation Officer to ask about
assisting with some maintenance at Betws Park.

The Chair thanked members and wished them a relaxing break over the summer.
The next meeting is 14" September.

The meeting Closed at 21: 45
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