BETWS COMMUNITY COUNCIL

The monthly meeting of Betws Community Council was held as a Hybrid Meeting at Betws RFC
and virtually on Microsoft Teams on Wednesday 12" July 2023 at 7.00pm.

The meeting was held on a remote basis in accordance with the provisions of the Local Authorities
(Coronavirus) (Meetings) (Wales) Regulations 2020 and Local Government and Elections (Wales)
Act 2021.

Any member of the public who wishes to attend the meeting as a spectator or who has questions to
put to the Councillors should contact the Clerk in order for this to be able to take place and the
correct procedure to be followed.

The meeting started at 19:20

PRESENT: ClIr Dave Stacey (Chairperson), Clirs Paul Allchurch, Carwyn James, Mike
Jones, Maureen Williams, Lynwen Phillips and Jose Picouto.

County Councillor: Betsan Jones
Clerk: Miss Angela Brown
Member of the Public Present: None
PCSO: Not present
1. Public Questions/Representations
None
2. Apologies
Councillors Peter Comely, Karen McMinn-Davies and James Derrick
3. Dyfed Powys Police Monthly Crime Figures for Betws
A total of O crimes for May 2023 in Betws broken down as follows:
The link for Betws ward below.

Betws | Police.uk (www.police.uk)

4. County Councillor Report

1. a) Email received from the CCC Highways department regarding Colonel Road and
the yellow lines that are to be removed from the pavement, stating that the contractor
is busy - to date this has not been done.

b) Also regarding Pentwyn Road — the traffic map team are busy with the 20mph
legislation they will send a draft plan within 7 - 10 days so that County Councillor
Jones can liaise with the residents — waiting since 27/6/2023

2. a) The Public Rights of Way Maintenance team replied with regard to the Japanese
Knotweed which was trashed and left on the footpath 68/11 from Maesquarre Road to
Colonel Road the reply was that the Rangers had not carried out the trashing but that
they will deal with the issue. A white van had been seen parked near the area but the
registration was not taken as this would have identified those responsible.
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b) Also, with regard to the identified rutted area on the same footpath 68/11 between
the 3 and 4™ wicket gates there is a narrow furrow which is below and after the big
Oak tree and is approximately 100 yards long and 6-8” deep. The rutted area will be
rectified using a small machine when it becomes available.

3. The clerk had been notified by a resident in Treforis that there was an old swing frame
in Treforis park so she contacted the County Councillor B Jones as it is not the
responsibility of the Community Council but of Carmarthenshire County Council.
Which on inspection the swing frame was rusty with no swing present and the nearby
bench was damaged — these items have been removed by the County Council.

4. 20 mph speed limits email regarding the areas in the village where the new speed
limits will be implemented but are under consultation until 28 July 2023 should
residents wish to object to them. Part of Argoed Road to Parc Penrhiw will become
30mph and part of Pentwyn Road will become 30mph and the road near Maesquarre
Hall will become 30mph. Councillor Stacey asked about the process of approval
objection of the new speed limits this.

5. Clir L Phillips will be having a meeting regarding Mynydd Y Betws Grant funding
application on 21/7/2023.

The above report was NOTED by members.

Councillor B Jones left the meeting at 19:29

. Declaration by Members of Personal and Prejudicial Interests

None

. To confirm and Sign the Minutes of the Annual Meeting held on Wednesday 10" May 2023

and Monthly Meeting held on 14" June 2023.

Some amendments were needed to be done by the Chair Dave Stacey with regard to his report
in the Annual Meeting — waiting for the changes to be actioned Councillor Stacey stated that he

would forward the changes this weekend to the clerk.

Councillor Williams proposed and Councillor Picouto seconded and resolved that the minutes of

the Council’s monthly meeting held on 14" June 2023 be accepted as a true record.

a. Clerk Salary and Allowances and Invoices to be paid (see document below)

7. Payments/Donation Requests —

Payments Made in July 2023

Section 112 Local
Government Act
1972 (as
amended)

MEETING/BACS PAYEE DETAILS AMOUNT

REFERENCE

12/7/2023 point 7a | Angela Brown Clerks (as per Clerk
Salary/Allowances | Salary and Payroll
and office schedule)
expenses.
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LG(FP)A 1963 s5

12/7/2023 point 7a

HMRC

Payroll payments.

Section 112 Local
Government Act
1972 (as
amended)

(as per Clerk
Salary and Payroll
schedule)

12/7/2023 point 7a

Nest Pension paid
by Direct Debit

Payroll Pension
payments.

Section 112 Local
Government Act
1972 (as
amended)

(as per Clerk
Salary and Payroll
schedule)

12/7/2023 point 7a

Mr Lyn Llewellyn

Internal Audit
Service

Accounts and
Audit (Wales)
Regulations 2014

£310.00

12/7/2023 point 7a

Wrenvale

Betws Park

Maintenance and
general upkeep of
Betws Park (as per
management plan)

Public Health Act
1875, s.164 —
Power to provide
and manage
recreation
grounds.

£ 3,465.00

VAT £ 693.00
Total £ 4,158.00

12/7/2023 point 7a

Wrenvale

Heol Y Felin
Green and
Playground

Maintenance and
general upkeep of
Betws Park (as per
management plan)

Public Health Act
1875, s.164 —
Power to provide
and manage

£ 370.00

VAT £ 74.00
Total £ 444.00
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recreation
grounds.

12/7/2023 point 7a

Wrenvale

Maesquarre
Park/Playground

Maintenance and
general upkeep of
Betws Park (as per
management plan)

Public Health Act
1875, s.164 —
Power to provide
and manage
recreation
grounds.

£

VAT £
Total £

490.00

98.00
588.00

12/7/2023 point 7a

Wrenvale

3 x Village planters
— supply plants
and plant

Public Health Act
1875, s.164 —
Power to provide
and manage
recreation
grounds.

VAT

Total

£ 75.00
£ 15.00

£ 90.00

12/7/2023 point 7a

Cllr Comley

Gloss Paint x 4 =
£192, White Spirit
= £10.50, brush
set = £14.00, paint
kettle = £9.00,
plastic pegs =
£4.00

For maintenance
of the metal
railings
surrounding Betws
Park

Public Health Act
1875, s.164 —
Power to provide
and manage
recreation
grounds.

VAT

Total

£191.25
£ 38.25

£229.50

12/7/2023 point 7a

Zurich Insurance

Annual Insurance
renewal of policy

£1301

.07
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s112 & 140 LGA
1972 (as
amended)

12/7/2023 point 7a | One Voice Wales | Councillor £38.00
Allchurch training -
Module 2

LGA 2000

It was RESOLVED by all that the above be paid.

b) Donation Requests —

i) Request for financial support for Amman Valley Swimming Club — waiting
bank account balance sheet — requested (email sent 7/6/2023 and
16/6/2023 and 19/6/2023) — no balance sheet received to date.

i) Donation Request — Request for financial support for Gloman Magazine —
It was proposed by Councillor Phillips that £50 be donated this was
seconded by Councillor James and amendment was proposed by
Councillor M Jones who explained that 10 papers are produced per year
and that £100 would be a more suitable donation for this publication. This
was seconded by Councillor Picouto and agreed by all with no objections.

It was RESOLVED that the clerk pay the £100 donation to Gloman.
c) Audit — Internal Audit Result —

The clerk reported that the internal audit for the year ending 315t March 2023, had
been completed by Mr Lyn Llewellyn, no issues of concern were raised — this was
NOTED by members.

d) Audit result for year ending 31 March 2022 (email sent 30/6/2023)

The clerk informed members that a query needed to be raised with Wales Audit
with regard to the recent qualified audit result based on assertion 3 in the annual
governance statement whereby the auditor stated that the basis for qualification
was that in his opinion in Assertion 3 in the Annual Governance Statement that —
noncompliance with laws, regulations and codes of practice. The Council has not
provided evidence that a budget has been set in accordance with the Local
Government Finance Act (1992) and that the precept has been set in line with the
budget. The Act requires the Council to take into account its level of reserves
when setting its budget requirement. We recommend that the Council sets a
budget in accordance with the relevant regulations and codes of practice. There
are no further matters that | wish to draw to Council’s attention.

This was discussed and agreed by members in a meeting held on 9 December
2020 at points 5 and 6.

After discussion regarding the above and with Councillor Phillips forwarding the
agenda summons for that meeting to the clerk as due to an issue in April with
sending and receiving emails the clerk no longer had these emails.
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It was proposed by Councillor James and seconded by Councillor Picouto that the
clerk contact Wales Audit to query their findings and asking for clarification on
their requirements and signposting to the minutes of the meeting held on 9
December 2020.

It was RESOLVED that the clerk contact Wales Audit with regards to the above
and to inform that their invoice had not been received to date.

Comfort break 20:25 — 20:30

8. Councillor vacancies x 2 —to approve and co-opt candidates onto the
Community Council

The clerk informed members that only one application had been received with the 2 other
interested persons not applying.

Councillors discussed the candidate’s application and a motion to co-opt was proposed by
Councillor Williams and seconded by Councillor Picouto with all members voting in favour of the
applicant joining the Community Council.

9. Planning Applications — received:

PL/06210 - Variation of Condition 2 (Approved Plans) on E/39616 due to minor
modifications reducing plan size yet keeping with design parameters to suit site size /
boundaries for Land to the rear of 90 and 92 Colonel Road, Betws, Ammanford,
SA18 2HP. Consultation period 6/7/2023 — 27/7/2023 (email sent 7/7/2023) —
members had no objections to this application.

It was RESOLVED that the clerk contact the planning department with regards to the
above.

the following applications were granted:

PL/05547 on 15/6/2023 for the siting of a touring caravan used for residential
purposes at Blaen Nant Y Cadno Isaf Farm, Cwmfelin Road, Betws SA18 2SW has
been approved.

PL/05580 on 15/6/2023 for an operating base for the contracting business at
Penllech Fach, Cwmfelin Road, Betws SA18 2SG.
The above granted applications were NOTED by members.

10.Correspondence/Matters for Information/Action (emails sent out to members)

a) Consultation 26 May — 24 August - Future Children Services Consultation
Document - Hywel Dda University Health Board (nhs.wales) (email sent
26/6/2023)

This was NOTED by members.

b) Wales Connectivity Survey Wales Connectivity Survey (google.com) (email
sent 26/6/2023)

This was NOTED by members.

c) Historic Environment (Wales) Act 2023 new Bill becomes Act of Senedd
Cymru after receiving Royal Assent (email sent 26/6/2023)
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This was NOTED by members.
d) Infrastructure (Wales) Bill 2023 (email sent 26/6/2023)
This was NOTED by members.

e) Consultation on extending the term of office for the Older People’s
Commissioner for Wales from 4 to 7 years — Consultation ends 12
September 2023 - Amending the requlations to extend the term of office for the
Older People’s Commissioner for Wales from 4 to 7 years | GOV.WALES
(email sent 26/6/2023)

This was NOTED by members.

f) Tackling smoking litter! to tackle the problem of smoking litter (email sent
26/6/2023) to consider if the purchase of this type of bin is necessary for the
recreation areas

After discussion it was decided that this type of bin was not required.

g) Community Review 2023- Carmarthenshire County Council-Formal
Consultation - Monday 26 June to Monday 7 August 2023 (email sent
26/6/2023)

This was NOTED by members.
h) Carmarthen Area Committee 12.7.23 (email sent 3/7/2023)

After discussion whereby CllIr Stacey stated that he had attended these
meetings when they were online however since returning to meetings in
person, he has been unable to. He stated that other members are welcome to
express an interest and attend in his place.

i) Regional Equality Survey seeks views on service experiences - The
survey will be live from 22 May 2023 until 30 July 2023. The survey is being
hosted on the Carmarthenshire County Council's website, which you can follow
on the following link: Strategic Equality Plan (gov.wales) (email sent
3/7/2023)

This was NOTED by members.

j) Mynydd Y Betws Wind Farm Grant have re-opened the bids due to there being
a £61,000 surplus. The new applications need to be in by October 2023.
This item was picked up in the recent Recreation Ground Meeting on 5 July
2023 and ClIr Phillips is attending a planned meeting with regards to the
application on 21 July 2023 and had been discussed in the County Councillor
report above.

k) The Proposed Introduction of Mandatory 20 M.P.H. on Restricted Roads
and 30 M.P.H. Exemption (email sent 5/7/2023)

This was NOTED by members and had been discussed in the County
Councillor report above.

[) Tree Maintenance required in Betws Park (see email sent 6/7/2023)
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1. When the 2 Fir trees were removed due to storm damage, it has left the
other fir trees in the avenue at the bottom of the Pentwyn steps
vulnerable.

2. 2 of the fir trees need a slight crown reduction to prevent them from
splitting. The sails need removing as they are vulnerable to wind damage.

3. Large Dead Birch tree, next to main road, opposite old people's home
needs felling.

Cost £ remove damaged fir tree £ 180 only
To Complete all the work above, would be a day's work for 3 man climbing
team, tipper lorry and Chipper £ 625

After discussion it was proposed by ClIr Phillips and seconded by Cllr M Jones
that all the maintenance work listed above needs to be actioned and this was
agreed by all members.

A suggestion was made that the Volunteers be offered the woodchip for their
various projects within the park.

It was RESOLVED that the clerk contact the contractor and ask him to carry out
the work and ask if the woodchip can be given to the volunteers to use within
the park.

Keep Wales Tidy - training and contract services survey for Town and
Community Councils (see email sent 6/7/2023)

3

This was NOTED by members.

n) Litter Report - FS528768443 received from CCC for point 15 a) iii) (see email
sent 6/7/2023)

This was NOTED by members.

0) SLCC Local Council Clerk Week 10 — 14 July — poster placed on website.
This was NOTED by members.

p) Various emails from a resident

Discussion ensued with the Chair and clerk giving information. It was RESOLVED
that the Chair would reply as per discussion between the members.

It was proposed by Clir M Jones and seconded by CllIr Picouto that the clerk add the
table of payments below the minutes for the 28 September 2022 meeting as a
supplement as they had been omitted as the clerk had not been present and the
chair had produced the minutes. It was RESOLVED that the clerk action the above
and add the supplement onto the website showing the document that had been
discussed and approved in the meeting on 28 September 2022. The meeting should
have taken place on 14 September 2022 but had been delayed due to National
mourning of the death of the Queen.

CliIr Picouto left the meeting briefly at 21:08 for a comfort break returning at 21:12
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11.Feedback from planned visit on 22 November 2022 to check RFC as per the
requirements of the lease — Clir McMinn-Davies, Clir Phillips and Cllir M Jones.

a)Feedback from planned visit on 22 November 2022 to check RFC as per the
requirements of the lease — Cllr McMinn-Davies and Clir Phillips and Clir M
Jones and ClIr Dave Stacey to report on his check of the RFC - awaiting full
report from both the document check and visual checks carried out.

Clir Stacey stated that the Inspection has been completed and all that was needed
was for the report from both Clir McMinn-Davies for her report regarding the
documentation checks she carried out - she has sent her apologies for this and the
last meeting. Clir Stacey carried out the visual condition check of the Rugby club and
car park area and will compile his report.

This item will be placed on the agenda for September once the report has been
received from both councillors. This was NOTED by members.

b)To discuss who will carry out the planned visit for Betws RFC for 2023 as per
the requirements of the lease and to consider using a professional
organization to carry this annual check out in a more timely manner rather
than the 13 months it took for the 2022 check to be carried out.

Discussion ensued and it was agreed that the timings of the checks were when
renewals of documentation was taking place at the club which caused some of the
delay along with other matters which was out of anyone’s control.

Council is happy to carry out these checks and do not feel that a professional
organization needs to be approached to carry them out for the future annual checks.

It was proposed by CllIr M Jones and seconded by CliIr Picouto that the check be
carried out in January 2024 for the 2023/2024 year which ends on 31 March 2024
and to confirm that this was the best month with Councillor Peter Comley who is also
the secretary of Betws Rugby Club.

It was RESOLVED that the clerk check with Cllr Comley to confirm that January is
the best month.

12. Exempt Matters:
a)Betws RFC point 14, 15 and 3.11.3 on lease and letter attached from Betws RFC and
email from Peter Comley in his capacity as Secretary of Betws RFC. Reply from
Solicitor regarding the Land Issue and Betws RFC lease (as per June Meeting) —
waiting for application from Betws RFC requesting approval for the changes made previously

Discussion ensued regarding submitting the letter received from Betws RFC to the
Community Council solicitor for advice and actioning the change within the lease to reflect
the status change of the club’s management system. This was proposed by Clir Phillips
seconded by ClIr Allchurch and all members present were in favour.

It was RESOLVED that the clerk contact the solicitor regarding the above.

b) Peter Comley Dispensation application — waiting for his application to go to CCC
Standards Committee

This was NOTED by members.
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¢) To discuss the Betws RFC rent as per minutes of the Meeting on 12 October 2022
point 8.b) “It was proposed that no payment for current rent owed is sought until such
time as the lease is resolved. Council will revisit the rent charges at that point”
regarding the previous rent payment of £500 was due on 25 September 2022 and
another payment of £500 was due on 25 March 2023. Peter Comley had informed
members that the lease for the playing field had been signed. This land is held in trust
for the residents of Betws and the rent charges pay towards the upkeep of Heol Y
Felin playground and green this rent could go towards such things as providing goal
posts which have recently been requested by Mr Pitts (under correspondence in the
June meeting) or any maintenance required of the playground equipment or new bins
etc — Update - Lease agreed but not signed by Betws RFC due to amendments being
required -waiting for landowner to amend lease.

This was NOTED by members.

13.To discuss and update the Council Training Plan as per FOI Request from
Carmarthenshire County Council received (18/5/2023) regarding members
code of conduct and training — survey to be completed by 1/7/2023 —
completed see email sent 19/6/2023 with next steps to be completed as per
point 11. e) of the minutes on 9/11/2022 and point 14 of the minutes 8/3/2023.

Training plan sheets had been distributed to the members at the start of the meeting
with the clerk giving members the dates of when they had attended One Voice
Wales training sessions. Members to take away and complete.

It was RESOLVED that this item would be revisited in the September meeting
whereby the Chair stated that he would work on formulating a training needs plan for
the council once forms are returned.

14.To discuss and approve the draft Annual Report for Betws Community Council
for the year ending 31 March 2023.

Discussion ensued and it was proposed by Councillor James and seconded by
Councillor Alichurch to approve the Annual Report for the year ending 31 March
2023 for Betws Community Council and for it to be published onto the website as per
legislation.

It was resolved that the clerk publish the Annual Report on the Website.

15.Feedback from Committees/Working Group/Outside Bodies (all minutes of the
Committee Meetings can be viewed on the Community Council Website where the
Full Council Meeting minutes are also available as per 26ZA (1) (2) of Schedule 12
of the Local Government Act 1972 and section 55 (c) of Local Government
(Democracy) (Wales) Act 2013):

a)Recreation Ground Committee
i)Betws Park —

i) Betws Park — update - Evaluation Report and Finance Report sent
to National Heritage Lottery.

i) Update on suggestions to be made on how the new areais to
be managed and by whom, what is allowed to be done
regarding shrub and tree planting bench placement and
community use of the area and the process of gaining
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permission — feedback from Chair on this - awaiting update of
meeting held

A working party of Councillors from the Recreation Ground
Committee will meet with a few of the volunteers on Wednesday
26" July 2023. It was agreed that the new chair of the Committee
Clir Phillips would draft an invitation email and forward to the clerk
by midday on Friday 14" July 2023 for distribution and confirmation
of attendance at Betws RFC.

iii) Bins overflowing in Betws Park and Heol Y Felin contractor
collects twice a week as per contract and last year also added
a mid-week collection the contractor has suggested that
Council consider adding extra bins to both sites - Cost of new
bin and installation quote from Parks and Play contractor.

Discussion ensued regarding the behaviours of members of the
public who enter the park some will put litter in the bins provided,
others will just drop litter and some when the bins are full would
take their litter home or put in another bin elsewhere. On fine days it
seems that it is the fast-food packaging for items such as pizzas
that are placed within without being broken down into smaller sizes
are not going deep into the bin with any litter afterwards being
placed on top and making it look fuller than it actually is. The
placing of new sighage was also discussed in order to educate and
sign post members of the public. The volunteers regularly pick up
litter in the park with the memorial gardens being the area which
has the most litter that is dropped.

It was proposed by Cllr James not to purchase a new bin yet but to
monitor for 6 months and place new signage within the park to help
educate those members of the public who consistently drop/leave
litter. This was seconded by ClIr Williams and agreed by all.

It was RESOLVED that the clerk inform the contractor that the bin
would not be purchased at this time.

iv) Feedback on discussion for the potential for new signage to be
placed in the memorial garden at Betws park due to ongoing
antisocial behaviour — Saturday 27" May 2023 broken glass
and a burnt school uniform being removed from the area by
volunteers — Councillor Derrick from the Recreation Ground
Meeting

The signage for the recreation areas was discussed generally with
new signage being required as some signage has faded due to age.
This item will be placed on the agenda for the next Recreation
Ground Meeting to discuss and take forward.

V) Update regarding painting of Betws Park railings — Councillor
Peter Comley
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This was discussed under payments above with the work ongoing
in the park by the probation service.

Vi) Councillor M Jones informed members that the current contracts for
both the playgrounds and grounds maintenance end 31 March 2024
and that contracts need to be in place and put in motion for the
tenders which will need to go out in October/November this year.
He stated that there is a requirement to prepare a parks
management plan which needs to list all of the maintenance tasks
for the areas that need to be carried, what we want to do within the
parks and what we allow others to do and the processes. This
needs to be done in order to maintain control of the recreation
grounds at Heol Y Felin, Maesquarre and Betws Park. He also
confirmed that there are 12 seats and 2 benches within Betws Park
with 2 being dedicated to members of the community Eileen Scott
and her dog Chloe and June Gunter.

The clerk informed members of the Riparian rights document that
needs to be considered for Betws Park. It was RESOLVED that the
clerk send this document to all Councillors along with the Insurance
Policy document discussed earlier.

The recreation ground committee has a new chair Councillor
Lynwen Phillips and the next meeting will be held 4" October 2023.

Tree maintenance identified by Clir M Jones on his risk assessment
check of Betws Park prior to the Tir Coed woodworking taster event
and community consultation on Saturday 24 June 2023 3 =5 pm
where he identified a damaged/dead fir tree branch on a tree
adjacent to Pentwyn steps.

A local tree surgeon was contacted who also identified a large dead
birch tree and fir trees by Pentwyn steps that need their crowns
reducing to prevent further wind damage after the removal of a
previous fir tree earlier in this year. This was discussed earlier in the
meeting under payments.

vii)  Various emails from a resident — Japanese knotweed query in
Betws Park. This had been sprayed earlier in the year by the
contractor a task which is not usually done until more growth is
seen but had been done early due to various emails from the
resident. The newly identified plant is small and was not visible
when the spraying was done. The contractor has been contacted
and will return to spray again which may incur an extra charge to
the council for this additional task. Spraying normally occurs in June
once there is sufficient growth but it is dependant on weather
conditions and again once in the autumn prior to the plant dying
back for the winter.

b) Maesquarre and Heol Y Felin Playground - update — Councillor McMinn-
Davies
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Regarding point 11.e) from 10 May Meeting the clerk has not received
a request in writing from the company regarding this or a copy of
their Public Liability Insurance:

11 e) Councillor McMinn-Davies informed members of a request she
had received from Dragon Plant seeking permission to enter
Maesquarre Playground to access the rear garden of No 1 Ffordd
Y Glowyr regarding some external work they will be carrying out.

Cllr McMinn-Davies to obtain the request in writing from the company
and forward to the clerk. The company need to ensure they have their
Public Liability Insurance in place, make sure 2 people are
marshalling when the machinery is moving within the playground
and to make good any damage that may occur whilst there.

Councillor McMinn-Davies had sent her apologies to the meeting and was
not present to update.

There is work being carried out at the address.
c) Finance and Staffing Committee

Councillor Stacey will send an email to agree a date for the next meeting
and email an agenda to the clerk.

d) Defibrillator Project — update from Clirs Comley/Picouto

The new member of Health Wales who has recently taken over the post
and had identified the error in registration is working on the paperwork and
hopes to conclude within the next 10 days with regards to the defibrillators
that are in place at Betws Primary School and Betws Family Centre.

Defibrillator training takes place as part of the requirements with the next
date being 18" of July at Betws RFC anyone interested in attending then
please contact Peter Comley directly.

e) Community Engagement and Events Committee

Councillor Alichurch to agree a date for the next meeting and email an
agenda to the clerk.

The meeting Closed at 22:04.
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