BETWS COMMUNITY COUNCIL

The monthly meeting of Betws Community Council was held virtually on Starleaf on Wednesday the
9" June 2021 at 7.00 pm.

The meeting was held on a remote basis in accordance with the provisions of the Local Authorities
(Coronavirus) (Meetings) (Wales) Regulations 2020.

Any member of the public who wishes to attend the meeting as a spectator or who has questions to
put to the Councillors should contact the Clerk in order for this to be able to take place and the
correct procedure to be followed.

PRESENT: ClIrs. Picouto (Chairperson), Clirs Lynwen Phillips, Betsan Jones, Delyth
Richards, Loreen Lewis, Annette Price, Mike Jones, Dave Stacey, Lucy Jones and
Andrew Williams.
County Councillor: Betsan Jones
Clerk: Miss Angela Brown
The Chair informed members that they should be pre-reading the documents sent with the agenda
prior to the meeting so that they are prepared, informed for the meeting otherwise a longer
explanation is required.
1. Apologies
Clir Megrath and Clir Comley.
2. Declaration by Members of Personal and Prejudicial Interests
Cllr B Jones as she is both a Community Councillor and County Councillor regarding any
discussions about Betws Park and Maesquarre Playground as they are leased from
Carmarthenshire County Council.
3. a)To confirm and Sign the Minutes of the Annual Meeting Held on 12" May 2021
A discussion ensued over the content of one section of the Clerks Report which had been
modified due to some information being incorrectly given. The minutes were not proposed or

seconded as being accepted as a true record.

County Councillor B Jones asked the Chair if she could give her report, this had been omitted in
error by the Clerk. The Agenda was changed to allow ClIr B Jones to give her report at point 4.

b)To Confirm and Sign the Minutes of the Meeting Held on Wednesday 12" May 2021

Councillor B Jones proposed and Councillor Stacey seconded and resolved that the
minutes of the previous Council monthly meeting be accepted as a true record.
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4. County Councillor Report

County Councillor B Jones updated members on her report from last month regarding the issue
of rubbish on the railway crossing on Quay Street. This was cleared earlier today by Network
Rail.

Regarding the issues in Heol Y Felin, Colonel Road Junction and she informed members that
Mike Jacob from CCC had not updated her as to whether or not he had visited the area with
regards to the issues brought up in last month’s meeting.

On 22/5/2021 she had received an email from Mike Jacob with regard to the request for
controlled crossings within Betws. Surveys are required and a full assessment, number of
pedestrians, width of road etc. this will be done later on this month or early July.

5. Internal/External Audit — Internal Audit Report, Annual Governance Statement of
Accounts to approve

The Clerk had supplied the Internal Audit Report for the year ended 315t March 2021 to all
Councillors along with the agenda. No matters were required to be brought to the attention of full
Council and assurance can be expressed in the governance arrangements and the financial
statement of Betws Community Council for the financial year 2020/2021. He thanked the Clerk
for her help and co-operation with the completion of the audit. He attached a schedule of the
testing of key controls for full Councils’ perusal.

Full Council read and approved the Annual Governance Statement of Accounts.

The Clerk and the Chairperson will sign the document in due course as the meeting was held
virtually.

6. Budget Control/Payments Made/Payments Received — 31 March 2021

The Clerk had supplied the above 3 forms to all Councillors along with the agenda for their
perusal.

Clir L Jones will look at re-formatting some of the inherited forms to make them easier to use
and understand.

7. Payments/Donation Requests

a) Clerk Salary and Allowances £1286.77
b) OVW training for April Invoice £ 60.00
c) Internal Audit Fee £ 300.00

Clir L Jones proposed and Clir Stacey seconded that the above be paid.
It was RESOLVED to pay the above.

The Chair asked the Clerk if there was a training plan set up. The Clerk responded by informing
members that Betws Community Council had not had one however this is a task that is in hand
and a training matrix will be set up in due course. The Clerk has been keeping note of the training
each Councillor has done. Recently some of the information had been requested under a FOI
from CCC which the Clerk submitted within the expected time frame.
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Clir L Jones is hoping to enhance her knowledge this month by attending some OVW training
courses.

8. Updated Terms of Reference
The Chair thanked the Clerk and Clir M Jones for their respective input for the document. A
discussion ensued with regard to the necessity for some of the Terms of Reference. The Clerk
explained that the Community Council had no Terms of Reference when she began in post and
the Annual External Audit had requested this to be set up. The Clerk had done this and it was
adopted by full council and placed on the website as per requirements. A discussion ensued.

Clir Stacey suggested that he make the necessary changes to the document which was agreed
by members.

A suggestion was made by the Chair that a Finance Committee be set up whereby the Council
can use the skills of members to ensure adherence to the Financial Regulations. The chair, vice
chair Clirs L Jones, Stacey, M Jones will be members of the Finance Committee.
The above was proposed by Clir Stacey and seconded by ClIr L Jones with only 3 abstentions
and the remainder voting for the committee to be set up. The Committee will meet quarterly and
will report back to full Council.
It was RESOLVED that a Finance Committee be set up.
9. Dyfed Powys Police Monthly Crime Figures for Betws
May 2021.:
Assault — 1
Criminal Damage — 1
Theft — 2
Harassment — 4
Clir Price asked if the crimes involving illegal substances could be identified.
It was RESOLVED the Clerk seek clarification from Dyfed Powys Police with regard to this.
10.Feedback from the weekly walks for the 3 recreation areas:
Under the Terms of Reference for the Recreation Ground Committee a discussion ensued led
by Cllr M Jones regarding delegating an annual sum of money to them for eventualities. A

discussion ensued with £1,000 being agreed for the financial year 2021/2022.

This was proposed by Clir L Jones and seconded by ClIr Phillips. With any unspent amount being
returned and the sum to be agreed annually.

It was RESOLVED that £1,000 be delegated for the Recreation Ground Committee.
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11.

New sleepers required in the memorial gardens — Clir Williams has a Carpenter who lives in the
village who will install free of charge once the sleepers have been obtained.

ClIr Phillips shared the screen with a map showing a proposed path at the side of the old tennis
court area which would link up with some of the paths already in situ in order to create a walking
loop. All costs would be met by grant funding. Clir Phillips will liaise with the Clerk regarding the
application.

It was proposed by ClIr Phillips that this work would be at no cost to Betws Community Council
and sought approval for the application with preparation for the new paths project to commence
and seconded by ClIr Williams. With all members agreeing unanimously.

Clir Phillips informed members that the quotes received regarding the Fenced Dog Area in Betws
Park have come in with all 3 being around £10,000 to install. A discussion ensued regarding
cheaper options such as erecting a cheaper fence and planting shrubs/trees around the area.
The Clerk informed members that it would be cheaper to purchase bare rooted shrubs/trees
during the winter and plant during Nov-March rather than buying potted plants now. This project
needs more consideration.

A suggestion that more signs for keeping dogs on leads are needed within the Betws Park
especially on the other 2 entry/exit points from Pentwyn Road. Clir Phillips proposed that she
obtain quotes for this which was seconded by Clir M Jones and all members agreed.

ClIr Phillips gave an update on Maesquarre Playground regarding an incident on Sunday 30t
May 2021 where a resident had taken her 3-year-old daughter to the Dragon Slide and noticed
that it had a smashed bottle on it. The resident had contacted CllIr Phillips who went over and
cleaned up the shards of glass but was concerned that some may be very small and be missed.
Due to her contacts with the local fire service, she was able to contact the local fire brigade who
were only too happy to help the local community to ensure no child got hurt by shards of glass.

The Chair suggested that the Clerk write a letter to the Fire Service to thank the firefighters who
had assisted with resolving this health and safety issue in the playground especially as it was a
bank holiday weekend. Members agreed.

It was RESOLVED that the Clerk write a letter.

The Clerk informed the Chair that Standing Orders should be Suspended as time was
overrunning, a discussion ensued.

It was RESOLVED that Standing Orders be suspended, this was done at 21:08

Planning Applications — PL/01747 — consultation, E/35545, PL/01588, PRE/00363

The Clerk informed members of the planning applications which had previously been emailed to
them. These were NOTED by members with No Objections being made for PL/01747 and
regarding PRE/00363 S106 Funding to be applied for with the Clerk first contacting CCC
regarding advice/clarification on which project to submit on the form as the Community Council
have a few projects that could be covered by the funding.
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It was RESOLVED that the Clerk contact CCC prior to completing the form in order to obtain
advice/clarification on which project would be best placed for this funding.

12.Correspondence
a. Memorial Bench at Heol Y Felin — installed.

b. Tree Surveys - The Clerk contacted the Company regarding the trees within
Betws Park along the river bank area (over 30) which are suffering from Ash
Die Back disease. The affected trees will need to be felled during this financial
year 2021/2022 as per the guidelines and will again take precedence as they
are a Health and Safety issue.

The Bi-Annual Tree Survey is due June/July 2022 for all 3 areas not this year
as stated in the Clerks Annual Meeting Report. Although, this year during the
summer period when trees are in full leaf these Ash trees need to be
surveyed so that the severity of Ash Die Back disease can be ascertained.
Trees to be felled will need marking this is done when 25% of the crown has
died when the tree is in a public area, near a road or path. Otherwise, it needs
to be felled when 50% of the crown has died.

The Tree Survey Company stated that it is best practice not to fell all the Ash
trees in case one of them shows it has immunity to the disease as it could
help all the other trees in the UK.

This may be a more costly procedure with regard to the removal of individually
affected trees within Betws Park, rather than felling all the ash trees in Betws
Park in one go as done on the Pentwyn Road side of the park but this is the
advice that has been given by the Company as being best practice.

c. OVW — The Clerk brought to the attention of members the email that had
been circulated regarding the presentation slides for the One Voice Wales &
Improvement Cymru Webinar which are very informative and relevant to
Council.

d. Request for use of Heol Y Felin Green — The Clerk informed members of the
details of the request. It was proposed by ClIr L Jones and seconded by Clir
Williams that the request be allowed. RESOLVED Clerk to inform requestor.

e. Ammanford Food Bank update — The Clerk informed members that the
Foodbank had been providing the service for 8 years and had fed over 15,000
people of which £6,409 were children with the remainder being adults. Over
150 tonnes of food have been supplied since opening. They will be returning
to Tesco for 3 days mid-July for a collection drive as restrictions due to
coronavirus are being eased.

f. Biodiversity in Betws Ward PDF’s for Website — The Clerk suggested that the
Wildlife on your Ward profile PDF’s from Carmarthenshire Nature
Partnership/Biodiversity which had been emailed on 28/5/2021 be placed on
the Community Council’s website. A discussion ensued regarding the maps
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which show many blocked paths in the ward and are currently impassable. It
was RESOLVED that County Councillor B Jones chase up the ongoing issue.
The maps would not be uploaded only the information regarding wildlife which
can be added to by emailing Carmarthenshire Nature Partnership /
Biodiversity@carmarthenshire.gov.uk.

It was RESOLVED that the Clerk upload to the Community Council website
the information regarding Wildlife in your Ward.

g. Request by Betws Family Centre to use Heol Y Felin Green during the
Summer Holidays for events for the children such as Bongo Clive, Into the
Wild (animals) and sensory play.

This was proposed by CllIr Price and seconded by ClIr L Jones that Betws
Family Centre are given permission to use Heol Y Felin Green for their
events.

h. The Clerk informed members of a possible funding opportunity via Business
Wales.

i. Local Government and Elections (Wales) Act 2021 for Community and Town
Council Sector — The Clerk re-visited this legislation to highlight the changes
which will be instigated by the government next year and explained how this
would affect the Community Council in its ways of working.

j. Safer Routes in Communities — ClIr L Jones gave an update regarding this
from last month’s meeting at Point 9 and will be engaging with the local
schools in order to gain support as required for the process and prior to the
Clerk completing the forms.

The Chair thanked the members for a good meeting however he went on to say that
it took too long and needs to be slimmed down by ensuring members have prepared
for the meeting. He thanked members for their efforts and asked them to please be
patient and tolerant of each other.

The meeting Closed at 21:42.

Betws Community Council Page 6 Cyngor Cymuned y Betws


https://www.carmarthenshire.gov.wales/home/council-services/planning/biodiversity/carmarthenshire-nature-partnership/#.YIAUMx2SmUk
mailto:Biodiversity@carmarthenshire.gov.uk

