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BETWS COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
 

The monthly meeting of Betws Community Council was held as a Hybrid Meeting at Betws RFC 
and virtually on Microsoft Teams on Wednesday 14th June 2023 at 7.30pm.  
The meeting was held on a remote basis in accordance with the provisions of the Local Authorities 
(Coronavirus) (Meetings) (Wales) Regulations 2020 and Local Government and Elections (Wales) 
Act 2021. 

 

Any member of the public who wishes to attend the meeting as a spectator or who has questions to 
put to the Councillors should contact the Clerk in order for this to be able to take place and the 
correct procedure to be followed. 
 

The meeting started at 19:08 
 

PRESENT: Cllr Carwyn James (Chairperson), Cllrs Paul Allchurch, Mike Jones, 
Maureen Williams, James Derrick, Lynwen Phillips and Jose Picouto. 
 
 

County Councillor: Betsan Jones - Not present  
 

Clerk: Miss Angela Brown  
 

Member of the Public Present: Nigel Sheldon – Contractor for the Recreation Grounds 
 

PCSO: Not present 
 
The Broadband is out of service at Betws RFC. 
 

 

1. Public Questions/Representations 
 
No questions 
 

2. Apologies  
 
Councillors Peter Comely, Karen McMinn-Davies, Dave Stacey and Betsan Jones 
 

3. Dyfed Powys Police Monthly Crime Figures for Betws 
 

A total of 12 crimes for April 2023 in Betws broken down as follows: 
 

Public Order = 5 
Criminal Damage and Arson = 3 
Antisocial behaviour = 2 
Violence and Sexual Offences = 2 
 
 

The link for Betws ward below. 
 

Betws | Police.uk (www.police.uk) 
 

4. County Councillor Report 

There is still no news on the planning applications on land opposite the Plough Betws Rd or 

the M’cDonalds at Tesco. 

https://www.police.uk/pu/your-area/dyfed-powys-police/betws
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County Council Report 14/06/23 
 

1. The tree roots causing the trip hazard on the pavement at Heol y Felin have been 

removed and the pavement is now flat and safe again. 

 

2. Colonel Rd- The Highways department have now marked/identified the yellow lines 

that are to be removed on the pavement. Hopefully they will be removed soon. 

 

 

3. Hopkinstown Footpaths – Myself and Mr Andrew Williams leader of the Betws 

Wanderers group  are in touch regularly with Thomas Eckley (Countryside Access 

Assistant)  Most of the landowners are on board to allow work to be carried out on 

their land so that these footpaths can be reopened.  Mr Eckley is finding it difficult to 

get hold of one landowner but is continuing to try to get him engaged in the process. 

 

4. There has been some complaints of antisocial behaviour from one household in 

Caemawr.  The police were called on Sat June 3rd and I have contacted the housing 

department and housing officers are dealing with the problem.  

 

The above report was NOTED by members. 
 

Councillor Carwyn James asked the clerk to forward the following concerns over a footpath 

68/11 in the village to County Councillor Betsan Jones: 

 

a) On the footpath 68/11 which leads from Maesquarre Road to Colonel Road Japanese 

Knotweed has been trashed and left on the path between the 2nd and 3rd wicket gate. 

There is concern over this invasive plant spreading further as it has been left in situ. 

Was this clearing of the undergrowth carried out by the rangers? 

 

b) On the same footpath 68/11 between the 3rd and 4th wicket gates there is a narrow 

furrow which is below and after the big Oak tree and is approximately 100 yards long 

and 6-8” deep. This needs to be filled in as it is a Health and Safety issue.  

 

It was RESOLVED that the Clerk contact the County Councillor Betsan Jones to inform her 

of the issues mentioned above so that they may be addressed. 

 
5. Declaration by Members of Personal and Prejudicial Interests 

 
None 
 

6. To confirm and Sign the Minutes of the Annual Meeting and Monthly Meeting Held on 
Wednesday 10th May 2023. 
 
Some amendments were needed to be done by the Chair Dave Stacey with regard to his report 
in the Annual Meeting this will be confirmed at the next meeting as he has sent apologies for this 
evening. 
 
Councillor Williams proposed and Councillor Allchurch seconded and resolved that the minutes 
of the Council’s monthly meeting held on 10th May 2023 be accepted as a true record. 
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Councillor Picouto joined the meeting at 19:19. 
 

7. Payments/Donation Requests –  
 

a. Clerk Salary and Allowances and Invoices to be paid (see document below) 
 

Payments Made in June 2023 

MEETING/BACS 
REFERENCE 

PAYEE DETAILS AMOUNT 

14/6/2023 point 7a 
 

Angela Brown Clerks 
Salary/Allowances 
and office 
expenses. 
 
Section 112 Local 
Government Act 
1972 (as 
amended) 
 
LG(FP)A 1963 s5 

(as per Clerk 
Salary and Payroll 
schedule) 

14/6/2023 point 7a 
 

HMRC Payroll payments.  
 
Section 112 Local 
Government Act 
1972 (as 
amended) 

(as per Clerk 
Salary and Payroll 
schedule) 

14/6/2023 point 7a 
 

Nest Pension paid 
by Direct Debit 

Payroll Pension 
payments.  
 
Section 112 Local 
Government Act 
1972 (as 
amended) 

(as per Clerk 
Salary and Payroll 
schedule) 

14/6/2023 point 7a 
 

Mr A Williams 
 
Paid for by ex 
Councillor A 
Williams to be    
re-imbursed for 
purchase from 
Gardener 
Supplies. 

Gardener Supplies 
5 July 2022 
 
2 x buckle tree 
support tie pack of 
10 
1 x rubber tree 
support belting 
50mm x 15m 
 
Betws Park Nature 
Project Funding 
from the Welsh 
Government Local 
Places for Nature 
and National 

£69.45 + £9.55 
shipping of which 
VAT = £13.17 
 
Total = £79.00 
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Lottery Heritage 
Grant Funding 
 
Public Health Act 
1875, s.164 – 
Power to provide 
and manage 
recreation 
grounds. 

14/6/2023 point 7a 
 

Parks and Play Removal of 
roundabout and 
dispose including 
Dolphin and 
Springer 
foundations.  
Over fill 
foundations with 
wetpour surfacing 
at Maesquarre 
Playground 
 
Public Health Act 
1875, s.164 – 
Power to provide 
and manage 
recreation 
grounds. 

             £390.00 
 
 
 
 
 
             £122.40 
 
 
Total     £512.40 

    

    

 
It was RESOLVED by all that the above be paid. 
 

c) Donation Request - Request for financial support for Amman Valley 
Swimming Club – awaiting bank account balance sheet – requested (email 
sent 7/6/2023) 

 
The clerk informed members that bank account balance sheet had not been received 
to date and the request cannot be discussed until it is. This item will be moved to the 
next meeting in July. 
 

d) Audit – to approve the accounting statements in the Annual Return for year 
ended 31 March 2023 as per Public Audit (Wales) Act 2004 and the Accounts 
and Audit (Wales) Regulations 2014 - prior to it being given to the internal 
auditor. 
 

The accounting statements were approved by members and the Chairperson signed 
the document. 
 
The clerk informed members of the following information from Audit Wales: 
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The Auditor General has appointed Monday 11 September 2023 as the date from 
which electors can exercise their rights under the Public Audit (Wales) Act 2004.  
 
The annual return must be certified by the RFO and approved by the Council, by 30 
June 2023. 
 
Please send us your completed and approved annual return and all requested 
information by 5 July at the latest. The annual return and supporting information 
should be submitted as soon as possible and you should not wait until the date 
specified above. This will help us to manage our overall workload. However, we will 
not be able to issue our audit opinion until after 11 September 2023. We anticipate 
issuing audit opinions from 18 September onwards. 
 
By 18 June 2023 Community Councils publish the enclosed audit notice on a 
noticeboard in the area and on the Council’s website for a minimum of 14 calendar 
days; and after the 14 calendar days referred to above, they make the appropriate 
arrangements for the public to inspect the accounts and supporting documents for a 
total of 20 working days from 3 July to 28 July 2023. 
 
The clerk informed members that the above-mentioned audit notice had been placed 
on the noticeboard in Betws Park and onto the website.  
 
Members were also informed by the clerk that the annual return had been sent to 
IRPW and that it had also been placed on the noticeboard and website as per 
Section 151 of the Local Government Measure 2011, which requires Community and 
Town Councils to publish, within their authority area, the remuneration received by 
their members by 30 September following the end of the previous financial year. This 
information must also be sent to the Independent Remuneration Panel for Wales by 
the same date. Nil returns are also required. Please see Annex 4 of the Panel’s 
annual report for details. 
 
Councillor M Jones raised a concern that the end of year accounts for last years Full 
Audit had not yet been received by the Community Council. 
 
The clerk informed members that she had been chasing Wales Audit for the result 
but it had not yet been sent. Below in bold are extracts from emails received from 
Wales Audit 28/4/2023 and 30/5/2023 to which she referred: 
 

We will issue the audit notice as soon as we can. In the meantime, please do not contact 
me for an update. I will need to charge time spent on dealing with correspondence to the 
relevant councils. 
 

And 
 

You should submit the 2023 annual return even if we have not yet issued the audit 
opinion for the 2021-22 annual return. We are currently working through the remaining 
audits.  You should also submit the 2023 annual return even if you have not submitted 
accounts for previous years. In this case, you should submit all outstanding years. We will 
shortly be calling in overdue accounts and may require clerks to attend the audit.   
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i) Opt Out forms – the following Councillor has not sent the clerk the form 
stating that they wish to Opt out of receiving payment or an email 
indicating whether they do or do not wish to receive the payment: Cllr 
Phillips N.B. this information has been requested as part of the audit for 
this year by Wales Audit and must be submitted by 5 July 2023. 

 
Councillor Phillips’ Opt out form was received on the 12th June 2023. 
 

8. Planning Applications – received: 
 
PL/05896 - Variation of Condition 4,5 and 6 on E/39168 (Opening Times) - 2 Ffordd 
Y Glowyr, Betws, Ammanford, SA18 2FG - Consultation 12/5/2023 – 2/6/2023 (email 
sent 17/5/2023) – members had no objections to this application. 
 
PL/06036 – Swn Yr Adar, Colonel Road single storey extension to dwelling and first 
floor balcony to replace existing timber veranda/decking structure. Consultation 
period 8/6/2023-29/6/2023 – members had no objections to this application. 
 
It was RESOLVED that the clerk contact the planning department with regards to the 
above. 

 

the following applications were granted: 
 

PL/04371 Full planning permission Granted on 2/5/2023 Plot 5, land to rear of Ty 
Coch, Betws SA18 2HQ 

 
PL/05680 Householder planning permission Granted on 24/4/2023 for 97 Colonel 
Road, Betws SA18 2HW 
 
It was proposed by Councillor M Jones that agenda point 12. a) be brought forward 
as the contractor was present this was approved by the Chairperson. 
 

 

12. Feedback from Committees 
a) Recreation Ground Committee –  
 

i) Betws Park – update 
  
Discussion ensued over the numerous emails and various social media 
platform negative comments which have targeted Council members that 
had been received regarding Betws Park and the perception of Betws 
Community Council and the contractors’ standards of upkeep of the area. 
Council have discussed these with the contractor who has apologised for 
an error made when cutting within the park in an area that had been 
planted as part of the new Nature Area and has offered seed to replace 
what had been cut and this has been accepted by Council.  
 
Councillor Phillips suggested laminating a map once marked with the 
relevant areas that are included in the nature areas so that one can be 
place upon the notice board and the contractor and his team can have 
their own copies to refer to when working in the park. 



 

Betws Community Council                                             Page    7                                                        Cyngor Cymuned y Betws  

 

ii) update on suggestions to be made on how the new area is to be 
managed and by whom, what is allowed to be done regarding shrub 
and tree planting bench placement and community use of the area 
and the process of gaining permission – feedback from Chair 
regarding query on Public Liability Insurance and use of the 
recreation grounds by volunteers and other community groups 
(emails sent 1/6/2023 and 7/6/2023) 
 
 
An email was sent by the Chair to the volunteer group Friends of Betws on 
Sunday 11 June 2023 as per point 13. a) iii) of the monthly meeting held 
on 19th April 2023 and point 11. iv) of the monthly meeting held on 10 May 
2023 requesting an around the table meeting between representatives of 
both organisations.  
 

All Councillors are supportive of the work undertaken by the volunteers 
and see the help provided by the Friends of Betws volunteer group as 
positive which enhances the park for all visitors and users. They want to 
move forward positively with all groups who wish to attend the park as it 
their responsibility to ensure it is all done in accordance with the various 
rules and regulations. 
 

Betws Park is leased by Betws Community Council from Carmarthenshire 
County Council on a 99-year lease dated from 31 March 2017 – 31 March 
2116. It is therefore their responsibility, permissions and agreement must 
be sought from them prior to any changes to planting, design or additions 
of hard landscaping and other furniture such as seating/plaques etc to the 
area. The recent National Heritage Lottery and the Welsh Governments 
Local Places for Nature grant money was used to purchase the new 
planting and hard landscaping which remains the overall responsibility of 
Betws Community Council to manage going forward as do the various 
donated pieces that now enhance the park such as the coal dram and 
seating.  
 

Betws Community Council agreed that the meeting in a formal setting 
between the Friends of Betws volunteer group and 4 or 5 nominated 
Council representatives is needed to discuss and formulate a positive way 
forward for all 3 parties involved in maintaining Betws Park who all need to 
work together for the benefit of the whole community and to use their 
energies in a better way than what is currently happening. Councillor 
Derrick is to liaise with the Volunteer Group. 
 

iii) To discuss bins overflowing in Betws Park and Heol Y Felin 
contractor collects twice a week as per contract and last year also 
added a mid-week collection the contractor has suggested that 
Council consider adding extra bins to both sites. 
 

Discussion ensued with the contractor explaining that they empty the bins 
on a Friday and they are full by the time they return on a Monday. A 
suggestion has been made to add a new large (120l) steel double bin to 
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the entrance of the park which is the same as the one installed nearer to 
the new nature area a couple of years ago. Discussion over using a 
recycled plastic bin were mooted however due to the fire risk and cost of 
replacement it was decided that the new bin should be steel. 
 
It was RESOLVED that the clerk ask the contractor who installed the bin to 
give costings for a new double bin and installation and this will be 
discussed at the next meeting in July. 
 
Nigel Sheldon the Recreation Grounds Contractor left the meeting at 20:28 

 
9. Correspondence/Matters for Information/Action (emails sent out to members) 

 
a) Good Councillor Guide to Employment 2023 (email received from Tracy 

Gilmartin, OVW 11/5/2023) email sent 7/6/2023 
 
This was NOTED by members. 
 

b) Freedom of Information Request received – update 
 
This was NOTED by members and some members asked for a copy for their 
perusal which the clerk will forward on. 
 

c) Letter of Thanks from Ammanford Foodbank received 12/5/2023 
 
This was NOTED by members. 
 

d) Revised Standing Orders (email received from Tracy Gilmartin OVW 18/5/2023) 
email sent 7/6/2023 
 
This was NOTED by members and agreed that the working group would look at 
this along with the toolkit. 
 

e) FOI Request from Carmarthenshire County Council received (18/5/2023)  
regarding members code of conduct – survey to be completed by 1/7/2023 
 
This was NOTED by members. 
 

f) Email from a resident Re: Grass Play Field - Heol Y Felin (Adjacent to Betws 
Rugby Club) (email sent 1/6/2023) 
 

This was NOTED and discussed by members with the members of the 
Recreation Ground Committee taking your idea away to obtain some costings 
for goal posts and their installation and removal for Betws Primary School’s 
annual sports day which is held on the green. Unfortunately, the window for 
applications for community funding through the Betws Wind Farm scheme have 
closed for this year. 

 
It was RESOLVED that the clerk reply to the requestor giving the above 
information. 
 

g) Connecting Carmarthenshire posters for Betws Park and School Notice Boards 
(email sent 1/6/2023) 



 

Betws Community Council                                             Page    9                                                        Cyngor Cymuned y Betws  

 

 
This was NOTED by members. 
 

h) Quarterly newsletter May 2023 - Ombudsman Wales (email sent 1/6/2023) 
 
This was NOTED by members. 
 

i) Climate Change Bulletin May 2023 (email sent 1/6/2023) 
 
This was NOTED by members. 
 

j) Welsh Government Information - Smart Device awareness (email sent 1/6/2023) 
 
This was NOTED by members. 
 

k) Ammanford Foodbank Newsletter (email sent 1/6/2023) 
 
This was NOTED by members. 
 

l) Urgent and Emergency Children and Young People’s (Paediatric) Services at 
Withybush and Glangwili Hospitals: Invitation to a meeting for Town and 
Community Councils (email sent 1/6/2023) 
 
This was NOTED by members. 
 

m) Community Ownership Fund Available to Local Councils (email sent 1/6/2023) 
 
This was NOTED by members. 
 

n) Ethical Standards Framework Consultation for Welsh members - consulation 
ends 23 June 2023. (email sent 1/6/2023) 
 
This was NOTED by members. 
 

o) Its for them and Bee Friendly scheme – How stakeholders can help make road 
verges, parks and other green spaces more wildlife friendly (email sent 
7/6/2023) 
 
This was NOTED by members. 
 

p) Code of Conduct Training for Community Councils from CCC (email sent 
7/6/2023 
 
This was NOTED by members with all current Councillors and clerk having 
received code of conduct training. 
 

q) Request for a group known as Tir Coed to attend Betws Park for a community 
event to be run by them (phone request on 7/6/2023)  
 
Permission was granted for this group providing that they provide the relevant 
documentation and confirm the day that they wish to attend to the clerk. 
 
It was RESOLVED that the clerk respond requesting the above. 

r) Various emails received from members of the Volunteer group regarding the 
Nature area within Betws Park (forwarded to Councillors) 
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These were NOTED and discussed under 12. a) i),ii)and iii) above.  
 

s) Request received to join the Community Council. 
 
This was NOTED by members with other interested parties being mentioned 
who need to send their request to the clerk. This will be tabled for the meeting 
on 12/7/2023 where the co-option process will take place. 
 

t) Tree Consultants Wales – intervention work reminder - Tree Surveys carried out 
during 2022 as per PC22 – 67 Betws Park, PC22 – 68.01 updated Maesquarre 
Road Play Park and PC22 – 68.02 Heol Y Felin Play Park 
 
These were NOTED by members with all the work completed for the trees that 
lie within the Community Councils areas of responsibility. There were 2 trees 
that had been identified as a risk one at Betws Park  marked as T4 which is 
situated on adjacent land owned by Carmarthenshire County Council and the 
other being at Maesquarre Road Play Park marked as T1 which is situated on 
adjacent land owned by TRJ. 
 

u) Phonecall request received by the clerk from a resident at Treforis estate asking 
about the area of green at the upper end of the estate where there are two old 
swing frames, a bench and an area of green. She was enquiring as to whether 
equipment could be installed for the children of the area. 
 
The caller has experience in setting up community events and carnivals and the 
clerk will pass on her details to the Community Engagement and Events 
Committee so that they may draw on her experience and ideas. 
 
This area is not the responsibility of Betws Community Council but of 
Carmarthenshire County Council. An email response was sent to the caller 
copying in County Councillor Betsan Jones. 
 
This was NOTED by members. 

 

10. Feedback from planned visit on 22 November 2022 to check RFC as per the 
requirements of the lease – Cllr McMinn-Davies, Cllr Phillips and Cllr M Jones. 
 

The clerk read out an email she had received from the Chair Dave Stacey who was 
not at this meeting informing them that he had met with Peter Comley at Betws RFC 
and he carried out the external and internal checks for the rugby club. 
Everything is fine, and the recent work on painting and maintaining is looking good. 
The only thing to note is that one step on the fire escape steps is showing some 
signs of rust, but seems sound. One to monitor in the future.  
 
Councillor McMinn-Davies had also sent her apologies therefore there was no 
report/table regarding her checks of the relevant documentation from the RFC. 
 
The clerk suggested that as it had taken over 13 months for this annual process to 
be actioned with the report still outstanding that Council should consider employing a 
professional person from a letting agency who regularly undertakes this type of task 
to ensure compliance to the lease that is applicable to the building/property. There 
would be a cost to this but is worth consideration as the 2022 check has been done 
finally however, the 2023 check needs to carried out at some point. 
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11. Exempt Matters – Betws RFC point 14, 15 and 3.11.3 on lease and letter attached 
from Betws RFC and email from Peter Comley in his capacity as Secretary of Betws 
RFC. Reply from Solicitor regarding the Land Issue and Betws RFC lease. 
 
The various documents were NOTED by members with the Community Council 
waiting for an application from Betws RFC as per email sent to him after a telephone 
conversation with the clerk on 2 June 2023 whereby the solicitor has advised that: 
If the rugby club want to make a fresh application for consent they can do so and we will 
advise you as to whether that consent can be provided. 
 
Betws Community Council will wait for Betws RFC to provide them with a fresh 
application as advised by the solicitor and the content of the email sent to Peter 
Comley as secretary of Betws RFC on 2 June 2023. 
 
It was also NOTED that to date Councillor Comely has not yet re-applied for his 
dispensation from the Standards Committee at Carmarthenshire County Council. 
 
Councillor Phillips enquired as to the status of the payment of rent from Betws RFC. 
The clerk informed members that Peter Comley had informed her that the lease for 
the Rugby field had been signed which now allowed them to access funding 
avenues.  
 
The minutes of the meeting held on 12 October 2022 at point 8. b) refer to the rent 
payment of £500 for 25 September 2022 not being sought until the lease is signed.  
 

12. Feedback from Committees/Working Group/Outside Bodies (all minutes of the 
Committee Meetings can be viewed on the Community Council Website where the 
Full Council Meeting minutes are also available as per 26ZA (1) (2) of Schedule 12 
of the Local Government Act 1972 and section 55 (c) of Local Government 
(Democracy) (Wales) Act 2013): 
 

a)Recreation Ground Committee 
i)Betws Park –  
 

Points i), ii) and iii) were discussed earlier in the meeting. 
 
iv)To discuss the potential for new signage to be placed in the 
memorial garden at Betws park due to ongoing antisocial behaviour 
– Saturday 27th May 2023 broken glass and a burnt school uniform 
being removed from the area by volunteers – Councillor Derrick  
 
This was missed due to points i), ii) and iii) being discussed earlier in the 
meeting and will be placed on the agenda for the next meeting. 
 

b) Maesquarre and Heol Y Felin Playground  
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Update – removal of springy and roundabout and dolphin = extra cost is 
due to difficulties when removing roundabout (email sent to Chair and 
Chair of Recreation Ground Committee 7/6/2023).  
 
This was NOTED by members and payment had been approved at 7. a) 
above. 
 
i)Independent Playground inspections for 2023 will be carried out by 
CCC 
 
These were NOTED by members.  
 
ii)Annual Report received for last year for Maesquarre and Heol Y 
Felin (see email sent 7/6/2023) 
 
These were NOTED by members. 
 

c) Finance and Staffing Committee  
 
Update from last month the clerk received the outstanding minutes for the 
2 meetings held last year on 26 April 2022 on 24/5/2023 and 8 November 
2022 on 23/5/2023. 
 
Councillor James stated that the meetings should be held every quarter. 
 

d) Defibrillator Project – update from Cllrs Comley/Picouto 
 

Councillor Picouto informed members that the defibrillators at the school 
and family centre are active and that the one being installed at Ty Coch 
which was not part of the funding of the other two is ongoing. Peter 
Comley is the designated person for all the defibrillators. 
 
There is however an issue with part of the registration on the circuit due to 
the omission of some numbers this is due to be resolved next week when 
a meeting will take place between Councillor Picouto and a member of 
Health Wales who has recently taken over the post and had identified the 
error. 
 
More defibrillator training is due to take place as part of the requirements 
with Peter Comley arranging the training for 3rd and 18th of July at Betws 
RFC anyone interested in attending then please contact Peter directly. 
 

e) Community Engagement and Events Committee  
 
The clerk informed members in point 9. u) of a resident who may be 
interested in assisting with events. 

 
   The meeting Closed at 21:25. 
 


