BETWS COMMUNITY COUNCIL

The monthly meeting of Betws Community Council was held as a Hybrid Meeting at Betws RFC
and virtually on Microsoft Teams on Wednesday 11 June 2025 at 7.00pm.

The meeting was held on a remote basis in accordance with the provisions of the Local Authorities
(Coronavirus) (Meetings) (Wales) Regulations 2020 and Local Government and Elections (Wales)
Act 2021.

Any member of the public who wishes to attend the meeting as a spectator or who has questions to
put to the Councillors should contact the Clerk for this to be able to take place and the correct
procedure to be followed.

The meeting started at 19:05

PRESENT: Clir Dave Stacey (Chairperson), Carwyn James, Mike Jones, Maureen
Williams, Karen McMinn-Davies, Peter Comley and Lynwen Phillips.

County Councillor: Betsan Jones

Clerk: Miss Angela Brown

PCSO: not present

The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting including Major Ken Burton.
1. Public Questions/Representations

Major Ken Burton gave a brief overview of his involvement with the Royal British Legion. He
informed members that there was a memorial to those killed in World War | and World War Il in
All Saints Church in Ammanford. However, many Community Councils have a memorial stone
with all the names on in their community.

He listed the names of those who had lost their lives giving a bit more detail on each person
some who still have relatives in the village today — there are lots of stories to tell.

He told members that there was no memorial for the Betws boys, nothing in any of the churches
within the village. There were 12 local boys who fell during World War | and 9 local boys who fell
during World War Il. These 21 boys were either born, lived, or had a strong association with
Betws.

He proposed that Betws Community Council install a memorial in Betws Park putting the names
of the 21 citizens of Betws who lost their lives in both World War | and II.

Major Ken Burton left the meeting at 19:18.

Discussion ensued regarding obtaining the cost of a stone with the local stonemason being
mentioned by County Councillor Betsan Jones informing members that lestyn Griffiths is the
local stone letter carver. It was RESOLVED that Clir McMinn-Davies will contact the local
stonemason regarding the cost of a stone and carving of 21 names onto it. To return with costings
to the July meeting where the proposal will be considered again.

The current memorial garden was installed to remember all people from Betws who have died
including those who lost their lives in local mining accidents.
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2. Apologies and Vacancies and to consider an application from a member of the community
to join the community council

Clirs James Derrick

An email from Louise Waring was read out by the Chair who had also spoken with the applicant
with regards to what is required. The Clerk informed members that she had sent an email with
some information to her too.

It was proposed by Clir Phillips and seconded by Clir Williams and agreed by all present that
Louise Waring be Co-opted onto the Council. It was RESOLVED that the clerk contact her to
inform and invite to the July meeting where the Declaration of Acceptance of Office will be read
out and signed.

Discussion ensued regarding other candidates who had shown interest in joining as there are a
further 3 vacancies. Councillor Comley and Councillor McMinn-Davies had one person each who
had shown an interest in joining. The clerk informed members to ask anyone interested in joining
to email the clerk giving details about themselves and reasons for wanting to join.

3. Declaration by Members of Personal and Prejudicial Interests
None
4. County Councillor Report

1. Issues with a bin that had been missing/removed from the Maesquarre Road
end of the footpath 6/6 which leads to Colonel Road. Both she and the clerk
had received confirmation emails to inform that the bin would be replaced and
the suggestion to move the one near Maesquarre park to the footpath will be
actioned. The bin there is a bit bigger than the one that was previously on the
footpath. County Councillor Jones will chase again if it has not been moved
there within the next 2 weeks.

2. Afew residents have asked for double yellow lines to be placed on the left-
hand side of the junction as you exit Colonel Road onto Betws Road. The
Highways department have contacted her and requested that the Community
Council respond with their comments. It was proposed by ClIr James and
seconded by Clir Comley to support the request for DYL on the junction and
approved by all present. It was RESOLVED that the clerk contact the
Highways Department with their decision.

3. Update given about the notice board in Betws Park that has the local
footpaths on. She has chased this with regards to how much it would cost to
replace. A site survey has been conducted, and the wooden surround/stand is
not rotten, so it is only the sign that needs replacing. A site meeting will take
place at 13:00 on Monday 16 June 2025 with Clir Jones, County Councillor
Jones and members from CCC Footpaths department to discuss the cost
which the print company will submit. The costings will be sent to the clerk for
discussion at the next meeting.

4. Councillor Jones informed members of the Mynydd Y Betws Grants who had
received 20 applications and 2 were from the Betws Community (Betws
Primary School and Betws Family Centre) all are currently waiting to see if
they are successful or not.
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5. The clerk informed members of the correspondence she had received from
Owen Dobson of the Military Veterans Club Cymru regarding the invitation for
Councillors to attend an event in Betws Park which they are organising for the
unveiling of a bench, plaque and tree for the late Mr Neville Bowen which will
take place on Sunday 22 June 2025. First there will be a service in All Saints
Church, Ammanford 11-12 and then the unveiling of the bench at 12:30 —
15:00 in Betws Park with a few dignitaries attending including the Lord
Lieutenant for Carmarthenshire Sara Edwards and Lord Lieutenant for
Glamorgan Louise Fleet and the Veteran’s Commissioner Colonel James
Phillips. There will be a professional photographer present too.

6. Discussion ensued with regards to Owen Dobson informing the clerk that a
mature oak tree that had been donated recently and planted in Betws Park
had been stolen and that someone had set up a barbeque in Betws Park and
burnt some of the grass.

Another tree has been donated which will be planted in Betws Park.

Councillor Phillips leaves the meeting at 19:48 and rejoins at 19:51
County Councillor Betsan Jones leaves the meeting at 19:48

5. To confirm and Sign the Minutes of the Annual and Monthly Meetings held on 14" May
2025

Councillor James proposed, and Councillor McMinn-Davies seconded and resolved that the
minutes of the Council’'s annual meeting held on 14" May 2025 be accepted as a true record
and approved by all present.

Councillor Williams proposed, and Councillor James seconded and resolved that the minutes of
the Council’'s monthly meeting held on 14" May 2025 be accepted as a true record and approved
by all present.

6. Dyfed Powys Police Monthly Crime Figures for Betws
Crimes for April 2025 = 14

Drugs = 4, Violence and Sexual Offences = 4, Anti-Social Behaviour = 1, All other crime = 5
The link for Betws ward below.

Betws | Police.uk (www.police.uk)

7. Payments/Donation Requests —

a. Clerk Salary and Allowances and Invoices to be paid (see document below)

Payments Made in June 2025

MEETING/BACS | PAYEE DETAILS AMOUNT

REFERENCE

11/6/2025 point Angela Brown Clerks Salary/Allowances (as per Clerk

7a and office expenses. Salary and
Payroll
schedule)
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Section 112 Local
Government Act 1972 (as
amended)

LG(FP)A 1963 s5

11/6/2025 point HMRC Payroll payments. (as per Clerk
7a Salary and
Section 112 Local Payroll
Government Act 1972 (as schedule)
amended)
11/6/2025 point Pension Payroll Pension payments. | (as per Clerk
7a Salary and
Section 112 Local Payroll
Government Act 1972 (as schedule)
amended)
11/6/2025 point Carwyn James | To pay the Chair Allowance | £300
7a for 2024/2025 as per IRPW
11/6/2025 point CSB Payroll £975
7a
Preparation of payroll,
including maintenance of all
PAYE, NI, pension and
correspondence/phonecalls,
completion of year end
submission to HMRC and
issuing of P60 for year
ending 31 March 2025.
LG(FP)A 1963 s5
11/6/2025 point Dave Stacey Blue tooth speaker £64.03

7a

(see minutes 13.b.iii) vi)
9/4/2025)

LGA 1972 5.137 (1) and (3)
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11/6/2025 point Dave Stacey Wireless Microphone and £25.74
7a batteries

(see minutes 13. d.
Community Engagement
and Events Committee —
Remembrance and
Christmas Lighting Event
paragraph 4 of 9/10/2024)

LGA 1972 s.137 (1) and (3)
11/6/2025 point ovw Training for Karen McMinn- | £42
7a Davies

Section 67 of the Local
Government and Elections
(Wales) Act 2021

11/6/2025 point Lyn Llewellyn Internal Audit £325
7a

Accounts and
Audit (Wales)
Regulations 2014

It was proposed by Councillor Jones and seconded by Councillor Williams and agreed by all
present that the above payments are authorised, and it was RESOLVED that the above be paid.

b) Donation Requests — None received
¢) Audit — Internal Audit results

The chair read out the Internal Audit Report for the year ended 31 March 2025, which was
carried out by Mr Lyn Llewellyn, no issues of concern were raised. He acknowledged the
clerk for her help and co-operation with the completion of the audit. Council also echoed
their thanks to the clerk.

d) Audit — External Audit, Notice

The clerk informed members that the Audit notice needs to be placed on the notice board
and website on 13 June 2025. She informed members that the external audit which is a full
audit this year will be sent to the Wales Audit Office after the 15 10 working days of July.
They also request the bank statements from 1/4/2024 to 30/6/2025 inclusive.

e) To approve the Annual Report 2024/2025

After a short discussion with minor changes to some queries the clerk had it was proposed
by Clir Williams that Council approve the Annual Report for 2024/2025 this was seconded by
Clir McMinn-Davies and agreed by all present. It was RESOLVED that the clerk publishes
the report on the website.

8. Planning Applications —
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The following applications were received: None
The following applications were granted/refused/withdrawn:

PL/08498 - Plots on Maesquarre Road, Betws, Ammanford, SA18 2EY - Construction of two
detached double storey residential properties with attached garage, and associated
driveway, parking and turning area — Outline Refusal 14/5/2025

PL/07556 — Planning Appeal Decision - CAS-03923-C3V5B9 - Woodland area off Argoed
Road, Argoed Road, Betws, Ammanford, SA18 2HS - The proposal is for a steel frame
agricultural store primarily for farm machinery including 3no tractors and animal trailers, a
mini digger and excavator etc with provision to store hay and animal feed in a dry and
secure environment for livestock grazing neighbouring land. An area for livestock will be
secure from the machinery - Appeal Decision: Dismissed (email sent 20/5/2025)

PL/09203 - Plough And Harrow, 52 Betws Road, Ammanford, SA18 2HE - Conversion of
outbuilding, single storey side extension and external alterations to facilitate the change of
use of the building to 4 short term holiday lets (Resubmission of PL/08211) - Full permission
granted — 30/5/2025

PL/08804 - Penllech Fach, Cwm Felin Road, Ammanford, SA18 2SG - Extension to Storage
Shed and Enlargement of External Storage Yard Area (Resubmission of PL/06372 Refused
on 25/01/2024 - Full permission refused 4/6/2025

The above applications were NOTED by members unless otherwise stated.
9. Correspondence/Matters for Information/Action (emails sent out to members)

a) Section 6 Information - new training available and guidance documents regarding
Biodiversity Reports due by December 2025 (OVW) (email sent 20/5/2025)

b) Innovative Practice Conference — Wednesday 2 July 2025 (OVW) (email sent
20/5/2025)

c¢) IMPACT - Llais monthly newsletter (email sent 20/5/2025)

d) New PAW training schedule 25/26 (Planning Aid Wales) (email sent 20/5/2025)

e) ONE VOICE WALES E-BULLETIN (3) (OVW)(email sent 20/5/2025)

f) Improving the administration and enforcement of Council Tax in Wales
(OVW)(email sent 20/5/2025)

g) Mayors and Chairs Networking (email sent 20/5/2025)

h) [INFO - OFFICIAL] Carmarthenshire - Review of Electoral Arrangements -
Notice of Initial Consultation — Consultation begins 29 May 2025 — 9 July 2025 -
Electoral Reviews: Policy and Practice 2025 | DBCC (email sent 23/5/2025)

i) Important update from Cefnogi previously known as Ammanford Food Bank
and cancellation of the event on 30 May 2025 (email sent 23/5/2025)

j)  Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015: Post-legislative scrutiny
(OVW) (email sent 23/5/2025)

k) Training Opportunities for Your Community — Coleg Sir Gar (email sent
23/5/2025)

1) Community mentors to work with the Welsh Government to deliver the
childcare and playwork actions in the Anti-racist Wales Action Plan. (OVW)
(email sent 23/5/2025)

m) Webinar - Keep Wales Tidy (OVW) (email sent 23/5/2025)

n) FW: SAVE THE DATE: 24th June 2025 10am online event - Feedback on new
Wales Deaf Aware eLearning package (OVW) (email sent 23/5/2025)

o) Annual financial actions: important lessons emerge (OVW) (emails sent
28/5/2025)

p) Mid and South West Wales Community Cohesion Fund 2025 (CCC)
(email sent 2/6/2025)
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q) Clinical Services Plan Consultation: Invitation to a meeting for Town and
Community Councils (Carmarthenshire — 9 June 2025) (Hywel Dda) (emails
sent 2/6/2025 + 3/6/2025 + 6/6/2025)

r) National Awards Conference Report 2025 (OVW) (email sent 2/6/2025)

s) Town & Community Councils Update (CCC) (email sent 2/6/2025)

t) Webinar - Keep Wales Tidy (OVW) (emails sent 2/6/2025 + 3/6/2025 Webinar

available online)

u) One Week Left to Apply — Community-Led GBI Small Grant Scheme (OVW)
(email sent 3/6/2025)

v) E Bulletin / Issue 4 (OVW) (email sent 6/6/2025)

w) Community/Town Council Green 24 Training - Short notice 10th June
(Llandeilo Town Council) (email sent 9/6/2025)

x) Innovative Practice Conference - 2 July 2025 (OVW) (email sent 9/6/2025)

y) Missing bin which is on the footpath between Maesquarre Road and Colonel
Road (CCC) (email sent 9/6/2025) Updated in County Councillor report above.

z) IMPORTANT Representatives to attend Meetings (OVW) (email sent 10/6/2025)

aa) Your Invitation! Victim Support in Your Area (CCC) (email sent 11/6/2025)

bb) TRAINING DATES - JUNE - SEPTEMBER 2025 (OVW) (email sent 11/6/2025)

The points above are all NOTED by members unless otherwise stated.

10.To consider a motion to exclude the public and members of the press with
regards to matters in point 12 due to the confidential nature under Public
Bodies (Admission to Meetings) 1960, s.1 (2) and Local Government Act 1972,
s. 100 (2)

11. Exempt Matters —

a) Betws RFC and Land issue at Heol Y Felin (if any correspondence
received) Response received regarding both issues (email sent 7/5/2025)
It was agreed that the clerk and chair would draft a letter to the solicitor asking for
confirmation on bringing the various matters as understood to an end with these long
running issues, despite agreements being made by both it has not been brought to a close.

b) Betws RFC - (if any correspondence received) — None received.

¢) Annual Lease check for 2024/2025 to be completed — Dave and Emyr
completed on Saturday 15 February 2025. To Do - Dave - Report required to
be sent to the Clerk and Insurance to check this has been checked and is
current. However, Council have not received the 6 monthly lift check as part of
the lease check. Clerk to contact BRFC and ask for the certificate. Findings
from the report will be sent to BRFC in due course.

13. Feedback from Committees/Working Group/Outside Bodies (all minutes of the
Committee Meetings can be viewed on the Community Council Website where
the Full Council Meeting minutes are also available):

a) Recreation Ground Committee
Clir Jones went through the next steps from the meeting held on 4 June 2025. He remains
as chair of the committee, with whoever the Chair and Vice Chair being members. Members
are ClIr Jones, Phillips, McMinn-Davies, Derrick, Comley and Stacey with County Councillor
Jones attending as ex officio member. When new members join the council, some may show
an interest in joining one of the committees.

Clirs Comley and Derrick are working on making a list of repairs that are needed, new H&S
signage that’s needed and the issue with the fence repairs in Heol Y Felin due to youths
jumping on it from the adjacent bench. The bench which was donated by Betws Community
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Council will be relocated to within the Heol Y Felin recreation area. Along with adding an
extra bin (due to increased litter accumulating and not being placed in any bin) now that the
area is being used more due to the new goal posts being installed.

Clir Jones will draft the new management plan and Clir Stacey will have a meeting with the
Betws Park Volunteer Group regarding any input they may have along with the Council’s
expectations.

b) Betws Park —

i) Update - Betws Park railings — Clir Comley if any changes —

the contact for the Probation Service has changed and Cllir Comley is chasing
for the new contact to get the team together to complete the task as it is
taking some time to do due to various challenges of workload/availability and
weather conditions.

ii) Update — Simple Metal structure in Nature area (email sent 19/2/2025)
reply regarding its construction (email sent 19/3/2025,
21/3/2025)(4/4/2025) (12/4/2025) - see point iv) below.

iii) Update - Missing trees from central avenue Betws park/ (Betws Park
Volunteers)(email sent 13/1/2025) — emailed Stephen Edwards/Paul
Cleaver 13/2/2025. Room for 2 trees but not where old trees were type
TBC as wet Area. Types of Trees (see email sent 2/4/2025) email sent to
Hilliers 22/4/2025. Reply received (email sent 7/5/2025) — Clir Jones
updated everyone informing that he had met Stephen Edwards in Betws Park
with the location for the 2 new donated trees being obvious. Hilliers from
Southhampton have offered the trees, Stephen Edwards suggests a
Hornbeam and Lime from their Streetwise collection. Planting TBC as this is
not the ideal time of year due to watering requirements due to summer
weather conditions. The contractor will take delivery of the trees and plant.

It was proposed by Clir Phillips that Clir Jones continue liaising with Hilliers
regarding the 2 streetwise trees Hornbeam and Lime and that the current
contractor will take delivery and plant in due course. This was seconded by
Clir James and agreed by all present.

iv) Update — Request 10ft long x 8ft wide x 7ft high container at nature
area — Volunteer Group (email sent 18/3/2025) Permission being sought
from CCC various emails (1/4/2025) and (12/4/2025, 16/4/2025, 22/4/2025,
24/4/2025)and (13/5/2025, 19/5/2025, 20/5/2025, 23/5/2025, 2/6/2025,
3/6/2025,4/6/2025)

Discussion ensued regarding the various emails regarding the proposed
installation of a simple shelter and shipping container in the Nature area
within Betws Park. It was agreed by those present that once the alterations to
the lease were made by the County Council’s legal department that Chair and
Clerk would sign and return it so that the Volunteer group can install using the
grant money that they have secured.

Correspondence received

1. Memorial Bench & Tree Ceremony Betws Park - The late WW2 Veteran
Neville Bowen (email sent 20/5/2025, 23/5/2025) — Discussed in the County
Councillors report at point 4. 5.

2. Fw: 250514 - Sign enquiry | Betws Park Information board (email sent
23/5/2025) Discussed in the County Councillors report at point 4. 3.
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3. Email from Volunteers regarding debris on the main steps leading down
from Pentwyn Road (emails sent 28/5/2025) Councillor Jones informed
members that this had been actioned.

4. Email from Volunteers regarding Simple Shelter and Shipping Container
for Betws Park nature garden (2/6/2025, 3/6/2025) — see point 13. b) ii) and iv)
above

5. Potential Junior Parkrun (email sent 10/6/2025) — Discussion ensued
regarding the proposal which would benefit the area and those who took part,
some concern was voiced with regards to the risk loose dogs may pose to the
children running within the park. Parkrun as an organisation would no doubt
conduct a risk assessment of the site and dynamically risk assess during each
parkrun.

It was proposed that permission is given regarding the potential for Betws Park to
be used as the venue for Junior Parkrun by Clir McMinn-Davies this was
seconded by ClIr Jones and agreed by all present. It was RESOLVED that the
clerk inform the requestor that permission is granted for Betws Park to be
considered as a potential location for a Junior Parkrun.

¢) Maesquarre and Heol Y Felin Playground — update —

i) Fortnightly Playground Inspection Reports — Clirs Comely and Derrick

to commence from 15 April 2025 as contractor has retired — Feedback from
Councillors regarding their first fortnightly checks — to be forwarded to the
clerk each time — checks for April received in paper format — discussion ensued
regarding use of ink etc with clerk informing Clir Comley that the reports should
be sent via email so that they can be saved electronically rather than
accumulating paperwork especially as some time ago the Council had agreed to
work as paperless to reduce impact on the environment.

ii) Update on Inclusive Roundabout — issues with installation

(emails sent 2/6/2025, 3/6/2025) Clerk to chase this as last contact informed
members that the issues were being dealt with and that the contracts manager
from Sutcliffe Play ‘would attend at site regarding the issues and hopefully
rectify’.

Correspondence received

i)Goal Posts in Heol Y Felin email from resident (email sent 21/5/2025) —
noted and Clir Comely is monitoring.

Clir Comely informed members that there were 2 issues with the new goal post
installation one was with the increase in litter being produced and thrown about
the area. It was agreed that the bench would be removed and relocated within
the Heol Y Felin area where one of the bins that were donated by the Garage
opposite Betws Park will be installed between the new and old bench to
encourage the youth to place their litter within rather than dropping it on the
ground. This issue was also partly discussed in point 13. a) above.

The second being that within the goal areas the grass is turning brown and will
when it rains become muddy. Proposed to monitor and that grass mats may need
installing in the future. Clir Comley to get costings for this. This was also
discussed in point 13. a) above.

Clir Comley informed members that the rubber wet pour around the edges at
Heol Y Felin was receding from around the edges and needed to be addressed.
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It was agreed that Clir Comley and Derrick would work together by filling the gap
temporarily with wood. Clir Comley will obtain quotes for new rubber to be
installed and feedback in the July meeting.

d) Finance and Staffing Committee — Clir James — next meeting TBC for the
Precept calculations later in the year.

e) Community Engagement and Events Committee — chair TBC next meeting
decided to take place Tuesday 2 September 2025 at 19:00 in Betws RFC. CliIr
Stacey and clerk to agree the agenda. Discussion regarding ex CliIr Allchurch’s
suggestion of a Community Questionnaire being drafted details TBC in a future
meeting. The last one took place prior to phase 1 of Maesquarre Playground’s
upgrade.

f) i) Toolkit working group - work in progress - ClIr Stacey informed members that
he has begun working on the Toolkit and he will email it round to members. He
has a few queries to send to the clerk in due course. To be placed on the agenda
a future meeting due to other commitments.

Next meeting Wednesday 9" July 2025 at 19:00.
The meeting Closed at 21:03
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