BETWS COMMUNITY COUNCIL

The monthly meeting of Betws Community Council was held virtually on Starleaf on Wednesday the
9t March 2022 at 7.00 pm.

The meeting was held on a remote basis in accordance with the provisions of the Local Authorities
(Coronavirus) (Meetings) (Wales) Regulations 2020.

Any member of the public who wishes to attend the meeting as a spectator or who has questions to
put to the Councillors should contact the Clerk in order for this to be able to take place and the
correct procedure to be followed.

PRESENT: ClIr Picouto (Chairperson), Clirs Richards, Price, Stacey, M Jones, B
Jones, Williams, Phillips.

County Councillor: B Jones
Clerk: Miss Angela Brown
Member of the Public Present: PCSO 8039 Arwyn Rees

1. Apologies
Clirs L Jones, Megrath, Comley and Lewis

2. Dyfed Powys Police Monthly Crime Figures for Betws
PCSO 8039 Arwyn Rees gave a total of 3 crimes for February in Betws broken down as follows:
February 2022
Fraud — 1
Assault - 1

Harassment — 1

Clir B Jones mentioned an incident that had occurred on Saturday night in Pentywn Road/Rice
Road. PCSO 8039 Arwyn Rees informed members that enquiries are ongoing.

Clir Price informed members that youths had been seen crossing from Colonel Road, across the
soccer pitch into the area where the incident occurred at the old soccer club.

3. Declaration by Members of Personal and Prejudicial Interests
Cllr B Jones as she is both a Community Councillor and County Councillor regarding any
discussions about Betws Park and Maesquarre Playground as they are leased from

Carmarthenshire County Council.

4. To confirm and Sign the Minutes of the Monthly Meeting Held on Wednesday 9t
February 2022

Councillor B Jones proposed and Councillor Price seconded and resolved that the minutes of
the previous Council monthly meeting be accepted as a true record.
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5. Vice Chair

The Chair informed members that Clir Phillips had resigned as Vice Chair and Council needed

to consider electing a new person.

Clir B Jones proposed ClIr Stacey and this was seconded by Clir M Jones.
Clir Stacey informed members that he was happy to accept the role as Vice Chair.

There was a vote and all members voted unanimously that Clir Stacey become the new Vice

Chair.

6. County Councillor Report

a) County Councillor Jones informed members that the Council Tax for 2022/2023 would be
increased by 2.5% and not the 4.2% mentioned in her report in the February meeting. The

reduction was made due to the cost-of-living expenses that are rising.

b) Picnic Area above Scotch Pine — she had been up to the area and the picnic benches
have been repaired. The area looked clean and tidy. Some barrier fencing was missing
and this has been reported. There were not too much memorabilia there and in April when
the new financial year begins the previously agreed signage regarding this will be erected.

c) The viewing point sign is ready to go to print and there will be a QR code which will link
into the Discover Carmarthenshire website. Clir Price informed members that this had
been something they had previously wanted in order that residents and tourists could
access the various information with regard to what can be seen as well as historical
information.

7. Payments/Donation Requests —

a. Clerk Salary and Allowances and Invoices to be paid (see document below)

Payments Made in March 2022

Section 112 Local
Government Act
1972 (as
amended)

MEETING/BACS PAYEE DETAILS AMOUNT

REFERENCE

9/3/2022 7a Angela Brown Clerks (as per Clerk
Salary/Allowances | Salary and Payroll
and office schedule)
expenses.

9/3/2022 7a

HMRC

Payroll payments.

(as per Clerk
Salary and Payroll

Section 112 Local | schedule)
Government Act
1972 (as
amended)
9/3/2022 7a Nest Pension paid | Payroll Pension (as per Clerk
by Direct Debit payments. Salary and Payroll

schedule)
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Section 112 Local
Government Act
1972 (as
amended)

ClIr Picouto informed members of an email the Clerk had sent to him and the Chair of the Finance
Committee ClIr Stacey regarding the annual National Salary pay award for 2021/2022 being
finally agreed. The Clerks hourly rate will increase by 20p per hour and this is to be backdated
to 15t April 2021.

ClIr Stacey informed members that it is not within the Councillors gift to disagree and that the
increase in costs will need to be entered into the Clerks new contract along with her hours and
the end of year budget when reviewed.

It was RESOLVED that the Clerk pay the above.
8. Planning Applications

PL/03617 and the Removal / Variation of Condition 2 on PL/01391 (Design alterations) - 34
Betws Road, Ammanford, SA18 2HE — No objections received from Councillors

Clerk to inform the Planning Department of Carmarthenshire County Council of the above.

9. Audit Preparation for Internal and External Audit 1/4/2021 — 31/3/2022
The following documents need to be reviewed by Full Council as part of their annual
checks:
a) Risk Assessments — No changes were made
b) Standing Orders — One change was made to 3w from 2 to 3hours for meeting time. This
change was proposed by Clir M Jones and seconded by ClIr Price and voted on and
agreed by all present.
c) Financial Regulations — No changes were made.

It was RESOLVED that the Clerk make the changes to b and update all documents with the
review date.

10.Correspondence —
a) OVW Membership Letter — emailed to members as it gives information as to what
services they provide.
This was NOTED by members.

b) OVW March Newsletter — 2 New Duties for Councils under the 2021 Local

Government & Democracy (Wales) Act

i) Annual Report as soon as practicable after 1 April 2022 — input required from
Full Council

i) Training Plan/budget and Induction process/core training for Councillors
and Clerk by November 2022 — an amount must be allocated by Full Council
for this. (Training is supplied by OVW, SLCC, CCC).
Email sent to members 3/3/2022.

A discussion ensued with the Chair explaining the process for the school governors and

that training is non-negotiable. Cllr B Jones informed members that in the next 5-year
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term everyone has to do training for example Code of Conduct. The Clerk will inform all
in due course the requirements. The Clerk informed members that she receives FOI
requests annually regarding training for councillors as well as disclosures of personal and
prejudicial interests.

c) Asset Transfer Survey from CCC email sent Tuesday 15t March 2022 to Councillors
responses are required in order that the survey can be completed.
2 Councillors had responded and the survey will be submitted.

d) Toolkit — The Clerk gave clarification on point 10 a) of last month’s meeting stating she
had attended a forum and that the blue coloured areas on the 84-page document are
MUST DOs for ALL Councils regardless of size. The Document will be launched in May
2022. The Clerk is responsible for Part 1 of the document and the Councillors for Part 2.
A discussion ensued.

11.Feedback from Committees (all minutes of the Committee Meetings can be viewed on the
Community Council Website where the Full Council Meeting minutes are also available):

Clir M Jones informed members of the dates of when the Recreation Committee Meetings had
taken place and stated that the minutes for the March meeting are ready to go to the Clerk.

Clir M Jones gave members an update for point 11 c) ii) from the last meeting regarding
Christmas Lights and that he was making enquiries with a lighting firm to do a village survey to
find out what would be possible in the short, medium and long term.

a) Recreation Ground Committee- Feedback regarding projects.

Clir B Jones informed members that Emroch Landscapes had ordered the equipment for
Maesquarre Playground and once delivered it would take about 2 weeks to install.

b) The Clerk informed members that she had received some documented (emailed) checks
for the Recreation Grounds from Clirs Williams and M Jones but not from any other
councillors. CllIr Price told members that she had done checks in Heol Y Felin and Clir
Richards’ husband was sending the email to the Clerk. This has not been received to
date.

Clir Price asked about the virtual meetings and the Chair informed members that both the
Clerk and ClIr Stacey were working on this to find the best user-friendly system, that was
efficient and for the right price.

The Chair said thank you and began to close the meeting at 20:19 and ClIr B Jones left the
meeting, he went on to give an update on the Defibrillator project that he is working on with
Clir Comley.

Clir Price asked about how do we stand in Carmarthenshire with regards to donating to the
Ukraine crisis and if all the Town and Community Councils could donate money into one pot.
The Chair stated that he would discuss with County Councillor B Jones and ask her to bring
information to the next meeting.
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Clir Price also asked about virtual meeting connectivity issues and the Chair informed
members that it depends on the broadband connection which is poor in Betws and ClIr Stacey
informed members that it depends on the location and weather conditions can also affect
connectivity.

The meeting Closed at 20:28.

Betws Community Council Page 5 Cyngor Cymuned y Betws



