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BETWS COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
 
The monthly meeting of Betws Community Council was held as a Hybrid Meeting at Betws RFC 
and virtually on Microsoft Teams on Wednesday 8th March 2023 at 7.00pm.  
The meeting was held on a remote basis in accordance with the provisions of the Local Authorities 
(Coronavirus) (Meetings) (Wales) Regulations 2020 and Local Government and Elections (Wales) 
Act 2021. 

 

Any member of the public who wishes to attend the meeting as a spectator or who has questions to 
put to the Councillors should contact the Clerk in order for this to be able to take place and the 
correct procedure to be followed. 
 
The meeting started at 19:03 
 

PRESENT: Cllr Dave Stacey (Chairperson), Cllrs Jose Picouto, Maureen Williams, 
Carwyn James, Lynwen Phillips, Mike Jones and Peter Comley.  
 

County Councillor: Betsan Jones  
 
Clerk: Miss Angela Brown  
 
Member of the Public Present: James Derrick 
 
PCSO: Not present 
 
1. Declaration of Acceptance of Office for New Councillor 

 
James Derrick read out the Declaration of Acceptance of Office in front of the members and 
proper officer present at meeting. The form is to be signed and delivered to the proper officer; 
due to printer issues it was not available at the meeting. 
 
A quick round the room introduction by each member was done. 
 

2. Public Questions/Representations 
 
No one present 
 

3. Apologies 
 
Councillors Paul Allchurch, Karen McMinn-Davies.  
 

4. Dyfed Powys Police Monthly Crime Figures for Betws 
 
A total of 7 crimes for January 2023 in Betws broken down as follows: 
 
Violence and Sexual Offences – 3 
Criminal Damage Arson – 2 
Drugs – 1 
Vehicle Crime - 1 
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The link for Betws ward below. 
 
Betws | Police.uk (www.police.uk) 
 
 

5. Declaration by Members of Personal and Prejudicial Interests 
 
Cllr Comley for points 7.5, 13a, 13e as he is also Secretary of Betws RFC 
 

6. To confirm and Sign the Minutes of the Monthly Meeting Held on Wednesday 8th 
February 2023. 
 
 
3 proposals to make changes to the February minutes Cllr Phillips name entered 
twice,  
 
item 5  
 
Clarification took place with regard to alterations having been offered to Councillor A Williams 
which were refused by him.  
 
and item 15 
 
Clarified that resignations of Councillors needs to be in accordance with the 1972 
LGA to take effect. 
 
Councillor Phillips proposed and Councillor Picouto seconded and resolved that the minutes of 
the Council’s monthly meeting held on 8th February 2023 be accepted as a true record. 
 

7. County Councillor Report 
 

1. The raised pavement at Heol Y Felin has been reported as well as by a member of 

CCC highways department who also lives in the same street. A service report has 

been submitted and it is now waiting for it to be fixed. County Councillor Jones stated 

that she will keep contacting/reminding CCC until the trip hazard is resolved.  

2. Cllr A Williams has contacted me regarding the re-opening of the Hopkinstown 

footpaths. She has emailed CCC and contact is being made with the relevant 

landowners to remove any obstructions. Last email 28 February 2023.  

3. Complaint received regarding leaves, twigs and moss making the pavement slippery 

on Bwtri Mawr. CCC have sorted the issue out.  

4. Back in February CCC had an Empty Homes Back to Use Report which showed a 

reduction of 700 but there are still 1,800 – 1,900 in Carmarthenshire. 

There are 3 empty new build properties at 44 -46 Treforis since 2017. She informed 

members that she has reported this asking why there no families living in them. 

5. Betws School and the Fanily Centre – Defibrillators installation the cost of fitting the 

electrics by CCC is £425 + VAT for each site. She informed members that she has 

emailed CCC informing that the Community Council cannot afford these high costs 

and that they had secured funding from a local charity in order to provide this 

essential equipment. She has also asked if they can fit for free or allow a local 

reputable electrician to fit. She is waiting to hear back from Property Services. 

https://www.police.uk/pu/your-area/dyfed-powys-police/betws
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Councillor Picouto asked the chair if point 13 e) could be brought forward for discussion 

whilst the County Councillor was present. A discussion regarding various options for the 3 

defibrillator to be installed within the village ensued including moving Betws RFC’s second 

defibrillator. 

 

6. Councillor M Williams raised an issue regarding parking and bottlenecks on 

Maesquarre Road which occurs opposite the Maes Ifan entrance. County Councillor 

Jones informed members that this has been a long term issue and that there are some 

double yellow lines nearby. 

 

7. Regarding Pentwyn Road she is still waiting to for a reply regarding the survey that 

was carried out by highways. 

 

8. Councillor M Williams stated that Alex Jones visited the area with S4C and she was 

disappointed to see that there was a lot of litter at the viewing point on Betws 

Mountain and asked why didn’t CCC clean it up prior to filming? In Ammanford 

town filming captured a plant growing out of a drain.  

 

She stated it was a pity as it was a good opportunity to show case this area. 

County Councillor Jones will contact CCC regarding possibly obtaining bins for the 

viewing point. 

 

9. Councillor M Jones ran through tasks that were being carried out for the Betws Park 

Nature Project opening event which the County Councillor was involved in. 

 

10. A meeting between Councillor Phillips and the County Councillor will take place to 

discuss grant funding options for the various projects that the community council wish 

to achieve within the area. 

 

The above report was NOTED by members. 
 
Councillor B Jones left the meeting at 19:44. 
 

8. Payments/Donation Requests –  
 

a. Clerk Salary and Allowances and Invoices to be paid (see document below) 
 

Payments Made in March 2023 

MEETING/BACS 
REFERENCE 

PAYEE DETAILS AMOUNT 

 Angela Brown Clerks 
Salary/Allowances 
and office 
expenses. 
 
Section 112 Local 
Government Act 
1972 (as 
amended) 

(as per Clerk 
Salary and Payroll 
schedule) 
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LG(FP)A 1963 s5 

 HMRC Payroll payments.  
 
Section 112 Local 
Government Act 
1972 (as 
amended) 

(as per Clerk 
Salary and Payroll 
schedule) 

 Nest Pension paid 
by Direct Debit 

Payroll Pension 
payments.  
 
Section 112 Local 
Government Act 
1972 (as 
amended) 

(as per Clerk 
Salary and Payroll 
schedule) 

8/2/2023 
8/3/2023 point 8 

Orchardweb Website – annual 
hosting including 
web space, 
domain renewal 
and SSL 
certificate. Setting 
up new pages for 
2023 and archiving 
2018 pages and 
change menus. 
 
Local Government 
Act 1972 s.142 

 
Total £110.00 

8/3/2023 point 8 One Voice Wales  Annual 
Membership 
 
 

£409 

8/3/2023 point 8 Ornamental Trees 
Ltd 

3x Dogwood 
Midwinter Fire 
3x Dogwood 
Kesselringii 
3x Dogwood 
Flaviramea 
Betws Park Nature 
Project Funding 
from the Welsh 
Government Local 
Places for Nature 
and National 
Lottery Heritage 
Grant Funding 
 
Public Health Act 
1875, s.164 – 
Power to provide 

   £ 268.74 
   £   15.00 delivery 
   £    56.75 VAT 
Total    £340.49 
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and manage 
recreation 
grounds. 

8/3/2023 point 8 Charlies Stores Hand Tools 
 
Betws Park Nature 
Project Funding 
from the Welsh 
Government Local 
Places for Nature 
and National 
Lottery Heritage 
Grant Funding 
 
Public Health Act 
1875, s.164 – 
Power to provide 
and manage 
recreation 
grounds. 

£581.19 
£116.01 VAT 
 
£697.20 Total 

8/3/2023 point 8 Carmarthenshire 
County Council 
  

Recharge for 
Community 
Elections held 
2022-2023 
 
Local Government 
and Elections  
(Wales) Act 2021 

£3741.77 

    

 
1.Councillor Stacey informed members that he had been looking into buying a Microsoft system 
which would host the website, emails for the council due to issues councillors have with setting 
up the new emails and that its capacity for number of emails is limited, also it would have teams 
for the hybrid meetings and other features for documents for meetings. The cost was a lot more 
than he had expected at £702 for the year.  
 
It was proposed by Councillor Phillips that Council remain with Orchardweb as the costs for the 
year is significantly less even with the £5/councillor email set up fee incurred with only 2 
councillors successfully setting up accounts to date and to look at this again when funds allow. 
Discussion ensued regarding other email options and that some members are not computer 
savvy and would need assistance. 
This was seconded by Councillor Picouto. 
 
Councillor Phillips proposed to pay Orchardweb this was seconded by Councillor M Jones. 
 
2. Councillor Stacey informed members of the election charge which is a large cost and this was 
proposed to be paid by Cllr James and seconded by Councillor Picouto. 
 
It was RESOLVED that the above be paid. 
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9. Planning Applications – PL/05427 – Land adjacent to 38 Colonel Road, Betws SA18 2HP 
removal of condition 10 on PL/03234 (access) – No objections 
 
RESOLVED that the clerk inform the planning department. 

 
10. Correspondence/Matters for Information/Action (emails sent out to members) 

 
a) Consultation on the Outdoor Education (Wales) Bill closes 17 March 2023 (email 
sent 7/2/2023) 
 
The was NOTED by members. 
 
b)Ministerial Review of Play Report (email sent 7/2/2023) 
link of the Ministerial Review of Play Report and Background Paper  published on 
3 February 2023.   
https://www.gov.wales/written-statement-ministerial-review-play-publication-steering-
group-report 
 
The was NOTED by members. 
 
c)Invitation to deliver a Small Activity for Black History Wales 2023 (email sent 
7/2/2023) 
 
The was NOTED by members. 
 
d)National Forest Woodland Liaison Officers (email sent 7/2/2023) 
 
The was NOTED by members. 
 
e)New Hospital Site Consultation: Invitation to a meeting for Town and Community 
Councils 
The Town and Community Councils’ Event for Carmarthenshire is planned for 
Tuesday 7 March 2023 at 6:30pm. To register for the event and to receive your 
Zoom link, please complete the form available online here by Friday 24 February: 
https://forms.office.com/e/FYfYN2Z5JT (email sent 10/2/2023) 
 
The was NOTED by members. 

 

f) Carmarthenshire County Council’s 2nd Deposit Revised Local Development 
Plan (LDP) has been published for consultation along with the following documents: 

Integrated Sustainability Appraisal (ISA) incorporating the Strategic Environmental 
Assessment (SEA) 

Habitat Regulations Assessment (HRA). 

Second Deposit Revised Local Development Plan (gov.wales) 

The consultation will take place between 17th February and 14th April 2023. (email 
sent 23/2/2023) 

https://www.gov.wales/written-statement-ministerial-review-play-publication-steering-group-report
https://www.gov.wales/written-statement-ministerial-review-play-publication-steering-group-report
https://forms.office.com/e/FYfYN2Z5JT
https://www.carmarthenshire.gov.wales/home/council-services/planning/local-development-plan-2018-2033/second-deposit-revised-local-development-plan/#.Y_XCsCbP3IU


 

Betws Community Council                                             Page    7                                                        Cyngor Cymuned y Betws  

 

 

Councillor James informed members that this was important and could impact the 
village with regards to future developments and infrastructure. 
The was NOTED by members. 
 

g) OVW training needs survey to be completed by 28 March 2023(email sent 
27/2/2023) 
 
The Chair asked 3 questions of Council regarding the completion of the 
questionnaire. 
 
The was NOTED by members. 
 

     h) Letter of Support request received regarding old soccer club in Betws 
 

Discussion ensured and it was RESOLVED that the clerk respond to the requestor 
with a letter of support for their venture that could enhance the local community. 

 
i) Launch of public consultation on location of new planned and urgent care hospital - 
between 23 February and 19 May.  
The consultation sets out three potential sites for a new Urgent and Planned Care 
Hospital in the south of the Hywel Dda University Health Board area – two near 
Whitland and one near St Clears. With drop in events one being held on 28 March at 
Llandybie Public Memorial Hall. (email sent 27/2/2023) 
 
The was NOTED by members. 
 
j)Promoting Scrutiny in Carmarthenshire – Carmarthenshire County Council seeking      
more involvement from Town and Community Councils (email sent 27/2/2023) 
 
The was NOTED by members. 
 
    

11. To consider if Council are celebrating King Charles III coronation on Saturday 6th 
May 2023, the Government have announced that there will be an additional Bank 
Holiday on Monday 8th May 2023.  

 
Discussion ensued and it was proposed by Councillor Phillips that something be 
placed onto the Community Council noticeboard and website and agreed 
unanimously by all present. 
 
Should any members of the community wish to make any arrangements and use the 
recreation grounds they would need to seek permission from the Community Council 
to do so. 
 

12. Feedback from planned visit to check Betws RFC as per the requirements of the 
lease – Cllr McMinn-Davies and Cllr Phillips and Cllr M Jones 
 
Cllr McMinn-Davies had sent her apologies for this meeting. 
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Cllr Phillips updated to inform members that Cllr M Jones had been unwell and the 
task was unable to be completed.  
The paperwork apart from the insurance certificate has been passed to Cllr McMinn-
Davies. 
 
Councillor M Jones was unsure what should be done, the information is in the lease 
which needs familiarising with prior to making an appointment to conduct the checks. 
 
Councillor Picouto proposed it be carried out in 3 weeks’ time after the Betws Park 
project opening event he could also attend and it would be completed by the next 
meeting.  
. 

13.  Feedback from Committees (all minutes of the Committee Meetings can be viewed 
on the Community Council Website where the Full Council Meeting minutes are also 
available): 

 
a)Betws Park metal railings require maintenance rubbing down and painting  Council 
to approve asking the probation service to do this over the summer period as 
previously discussed in meetings – Peter Comley 
 
Cllr Comley informed members that the probation service is happy to carry out the 
work. Council needs to provide a copy of Employers Liability Insurance Certificate 
and the probationers need somewhere for their breaks which Cllr Comley informed 
would be Betws RFC. Council would need to supply the paint, brushes and any 
materials required to rub down and prepare the railings prior to painting. Cllr Comley 
regularly uses the probation service for work at Betws RFC. 
 
Cllr Comley to contact the probation service to express Betws Community Council 
intent in undertaking painting work and to gain information on the way forward. 
 
Cllr Comley proposed that the above be carried out and it was seconded by Cllr 
Phillips. 
 
bi) Recreation Ground Committee –  
update Betws Park Project/Opening Event – Cllr M Jones  
 
Members were informed of the meeting held on 13/2/2023 and the next steps that 
came out of it. Cllr Picouto asked it a statement could be prepared in English and 
Welsh for the opening ceremony for those taking part. 
 
bii) It was proposed by Cllr M Jones that any issues that are emailed for discussion 
must be sent to all Councillors so that all members are aware of them. This was 
agreed by all present. 
 
c)Maesquarre and Heol Y Felin Playground – Update quote for removal of Springer 
and Roundabout and for phase 2 at Maesquarre equipment not installed during 
phase 1 and to consider more inclusive equipment for those with disabilities.   
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It was proposed by Cllr Phillips that the £390 quote which is the higher one be 
agreed as it will ensure a better finish once the equipment is removed. This was 
agreed by all present. 
 
It was RESOLVED the clerk inform the contractor. 
 
With regards to Phase II at Maesquarre Cllr Phillips will consult with a grant funder to 
get some information before setting up a site meeting with the play equipment 
contractor sometime after the 17th March 2023. 
 
Discussion regarding the swing request from the resident Cllr Comley to speak with 
the person regarding the request. 
 
Cllr Comley informed members that the language sign board in Heol Y Felin had 
been ripped off the fence and he would re-fix with bolts and washers as the cable 
ties previously holding it had been cut. 
 
The plaque for the school memorial in Heol Y Felin was moving and he would secure 
to stop the movement. 
 
d)Finance Committee – no update given. 
e)Defibrillator Project – update from Cllrs Comley/Picouto update given earlier in the 
meeting at point 7.5 
 

14. OVW training email sent 27/1/2023 do any Councillors wish to attend any of the 
training listed? (Community Council Training plan) 
 
The Chair stated that he would send emails out on Friday so that members can 
provide information against the training matrix so that any skill gaps can be 
identified. 
 
Discussion ensued regarding OVW training, handouts etc, all Councillors must 
attend Code of Conduct training minimum of once per term of office along with any 
other training as identified.  
 
Councillor Phillips left the meeting at 21:19 
 
Next Recreation Ground Committee meeting 19th April 
Next Full Council Meeting 12th April – with apologies being given in advance by the 
chair. 
 
   The meeting Closed at 21:24. 
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