BETWS COMMUNITY COUNCIL

The monthly meeting of Betws Community Council was held as a Hybrid Meeting at Betws RFC
and virtually on Microsoft Teams on Wednesday 12" March 2025 at 7.00pm.

The meeting was held on a remote basis in accordance with the provisions of the Local Authorities
(Coronavirus) (Meetings) (Wales) Regulations 2020 and Local Government and Elections (Wales)
Act 2021.

Any member of the public who wishes to attend the meeting as a spectator or who has questions to
put to the Councillors should contact the Clerk for this to be able to take place and the correct
procedure to be followed.

The meeting started at 19:05

PRESENT: Cllr Emyr Morgan (Vice Chairperson), Mike Jones, Paul Allchurch, Peter
Comley, Dave Stacey at 19:10, James Derrick at 19:25.

County Councillor: Betsan Jones
Clerk: Miss Angela Brown

PCSO: not present

Members of Betws Park Volunteer Group: Pete Hunt and Andrew Williams.
The chair welcomed everyone to this month’s meeting.
1. Public Questions/Representations

The Chair invited the members of the Betws Park Volunteer Group to speak.

Mr A Williams spoke on behalf of the Volunteer Group who send their condolences to Carwyn
James the Chair of Betws Community Council on the recent passing of his father who had also
been a councillor for Betws Community Council.

a) Mr Williams informed members that his wife Nicola is organising the VE Day event in
Betws Park on Bank Holiday Monday 5" May 2025 as there will be a public picnic UK
wide to celebrate the end of the war although the actual VE Day is Thursday 8" May.
Email exchanges were read out.

The Volunteer Group propose the following for the event:

)] To have a Bouncy Castle in Betws Park. This costs £150 from a company in
Garnswlit and they man it on the day.

i) Dragon Plant Hire will donate the use of a generator to operate the Bouncy Castle
on the day.

i) The following old-fashioned games will be held on the day
a) 3-legged races
b) sack races
c) egg and spoon races
V) Members of the public who attend will bring their own picnic to eat at the event.

Cllr Mike Jones suggested borrowing the same gazebo from Ammanford Town Council that was
used at last year's Christmas Lighting event. The Clerk was asked to contact them and find out
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what the hire charge is, as it is a new gazebo and the clerk from the town council had informed
them after the Christmas Lighting event that any future use would be chargeable to cover any
repairs/future replacements as it was recently purchased from a grant.

Discussion regarding the Community and Events Committee getting involved with the event and
the Chair of that committee Paul Allchurch will be having a meeting soon to discuss and the
Betws Park Volunteers will be invited too.

b) Mr Williams asked ClIr Stacey where he was with obtaining a quote for the re-connection
of the water for a drinking water supply so that the old fountain in Betws Park can be
reinstated to save on plastic water bottle use. Clir Stacey informed everyone that he had
sent an email regarding getting the cost of reconnecting the water meter but had not
received a reply and will chase. He also informed those present that it had been tested
but was not connected.

County Councillor Betsan Jones mentioned that she recalls the water fountains being
taken away by the County Council sometime between 2017-2022. Why was it removed?

The clerk informed those present that once re-connected there will be regular bills for the
water used as well as a standing charge.

c) Mr Williams informed members that Betws Park was being recognised by Royal Warrant
as to how nice the formal park and the nature area looks.

d) Mr Williams informed members that Hilliers would donate mature trees to the park to
replace those trees that fell in the recent storms.

Clir Emyr Morgan informed Mr Williams and Mr Hunt that their proposals will be discussed later
in the meeting and their requests will be responded to in due course.

Mr Hunt and Mr Williams left the meeting at 19:20.
2. Apologies/Approval of Absence
Clirs Carwyn James, Maureen Williams, Karen McMinn-Davies/Jose Picouto, Lynwen Phillips
3. Declaration by Members of Personal and Prejudicial Interests
Cllr Derrick at Point 12b i), 12c iii), 12c d) and 12c e).
4. County Councillor Report
1. The double yellow lines for Caemawr/Betws Road have been installed.

2. Question was raised regarding the new inclusive roundabout in Maesquarre
Playground being faulty and that there were some holes in the new surfacing.

The clerk informed members that she had spoken with the playground contractor
and that he would contact the installers as he oversaw the installation. She had
not had an update prior to this meeting and will chase.

3. A suggestion from the Friends of Betws Facebook page asking for British Sign
Language (BSL) signs are placed in Maesquarre and Heol Y Felin
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Playgrounds. This had been discussed in the Recreation Ground Committee
meeting and was brought to this meeting. The above was approved by all
present and the clerk and County Councillor would work together to get the
signage. Costs to be determined and layout using the community council logo
and each playgrounds name.
4. Betsan informed members that the shared prosperity fund was opening from
April 2025 — March 2026.

County Councillor Betsan Jones leaves the meeting at 19:40

5. To confirm and Sign the Minutes of the Monthly Meeting held on 12" February 2025

Councillor Stacey proposed, and Councillor Allchurch seconded and resolved that the minutes
of the Council's monthly meeting held on 12" February 2025 be accepted as a true record and

approved by all present.

6. Dyfed Powys Police Monthly Crime Figures for Betws

Crimes for January 2025 = The system had not updated with the last figures being for December

2024.

The link for Betws ward below.

Betws | Police.uk (www.police.uk)

7. Payments/Donation Requests —

a. Clerk Salary and Allowances and Invoices to be paid (see document below)

Payments Made in March 2025

Section 112 Local
Government Act
1972 (as
amended)

LG(FP)A 1963 s5

MEETING/BACS | PAYEE DETAILS AMOUNT

REFERENCE

12/3/2025 point 7a | Angela Brown Clerks (as per Clerk
Salary/Allowances | Salary and
and office Payroll schedule)
expenses.

12/3/2025 point 7a

HMRC

Payroll payments.

Section 112 Local
Government Act
1972 (as
amended)

(as per Clerk
Salary and
Payroll schedule)
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12/3/2025 point 7a

Pension

Payroll Pension
payments.

Section 112 Local
Government Act
1972 (as
amended)

(as per Clerk
Salary and
Payroll schedule)

12/3/2025 point 7a

One Voice Wales

Membership
2025/2026

Based on 1057
chargeable
dwellings @
£0.43p per
dwelling based on
Valuation List not
Electoral Register

LGA 1972 S.143

£454

12/3/2025 point 7a

ALCC

Annual
Membership

LGA 1972 s.143

£50

12/3/2025 point 7a

SLCC

Annual
Membership

LGA 1972 s.143

£190

12/3/2025 point 7a

Betws RFC

Room Hire for
Community
Council meetings

LGA 1972,
Schedule 1, para
30

£300

12/3/2025 point 7a

Information
Commissioners
Office (ICO)

Annual Fee

Advice sought
due to FOI
requests

£52
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GDPR/Data
Protection Act
2018

12/3/2025 point 7a

Councillor Carwyn
James

£156 — costs of
working from
home

£52 — set rate
consumables
allowance

Section 147 of the
Local
Government
(Wales) Measure
2011
(Independent
Remuneration
Panel for Wales -
IRPW)

£208

12/3/2025 point 7a

Councillor Emyr
Morgan

£156 — costs of
working from
home

£52 — set rate
consumables
allowance

Section 147 of the
Local
Government
(Wales) Measure
2011
(Independent
Remuneration
Panel for Wales -
IRPW)

£208
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12/3/2025 point 7a

Councillor Jose
Picouto

£156 — costs of
working from
home

£52 — set rate
consumables
allowance

Section 147 of the
Local
Government
(Wales) Measure
2011
(Independent
Remuneration
Panel for Wales -
IRPW)

£208

12/3/2025 point 7a

Councillor Lynwen
Phillips

£156 — costs of
working from
home

£52 — set rate
consumables
allowance

Section 147 of the
Local
Government
(Wales) Measure
2011
(Independent
Remuneration
Panel for Wales -
IRPW)

£208

12/3/2025 point 7a

Councillor Mike
Jones

£156 — costs of
working from
home

£52 — set rate
consumables
allowance

Section 147 of the
Local
Government

£208
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(Wales) Measure
2011
(Independent
Remuneration
Panel for Wales -
IRPW)

12/3/2025 point 7a

Councillor Dave
Stacey

£156 — costs of
working from
home

£52 — set rate
consumables
allowance

Section 147 of the
Local
Government
(Wales) Measure
2011
(Independent
Remuneration
Panel for Wales -
IRPW)

£208

12/3/2025 point 7a

Councillor Peter
Comley

£156 — costs of
working from
home

£52 — set rate
consumables
allowance

Section 147 of the
Local
Government
(Wales) Measure
2011
(Independent
Remuneration
Panel for Wales -
IRPW)

£208
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12/3/2025 point 7a

Councillor Paul
Allchurch

£156 — costs of
working from
home

£52 — set rate
consumables
allowance

Section 147 of the
Local
Government
(Wales) Measure
2011
(Independent
Remuneration
Panel for Wales -
IRPW)

£208

12/3/2025 point 7a

Councillor Karen
McMinn-Davies

£156 — costs of
working from
home

£52 — set rate
consumables
allowance

Section 147 of the
Local
Government
(Wales) Measure
2011
(Independent
Remuneration
Panel for Wales -
IRPW)

£208

12/3/2025 point 7a

Councillor Maureen
Williams

£156 — costs of
working from
home

£52 — set rate
consumables
allowance

Section 147 of the
Local
Government

£208
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(Wales) Measure
2011
(Independent
Remuneration
Panel for Wales -
IRPW)

12/3/2025 point 7a

Councillor James
Derrick

£156 — costs of
working from
home

£52 — set rate
consumables
allowance

Section 147 of the
Local
Government
(Wales) Measure
2011
(Independent
Remuneration
Panel for Wales -
IRPW)

£208

12/3/2025 point 7a

RA Computers

Callout to attend
to laptop
Microsoft 365
Personal 1 year 1
user

McAfee Total
Protection 1 year
Ergonomic Laptop
Stand

LG(FP)A 1963 s.5
and Section 58
Local
Government
(Democracy)
(Wales) Act 2013

Subtotal

VAT £ 25.83

Total £154.98

£ 40.00

£ 49.99

£ 25.00

£14.16

£129.15
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It was proposed by Councillor Stacey and seconded by Councillor Jones and agreed by all
present that the above payments are authorised, and it was RESOLVED that the above be paid.

b) Donation Requests —
i) SSAFA Wales Community Council appeal 2025

ii) Marie Curie Great Daffodil Appeal 2025

Discussion and it was proposed by Councillor Stacey and seconded by Councillor
Allchurch and agreed by all present that no donations be made. Clerk to inform
requestors.

c) Audit 2023/2024
i) To appoint an internal auditor for the year 2024/2025 (31° March
2025)

The Clerk informed members she had contacted Mr Lyn Llewellyn, and he was again prepared to
carry out the Internal Audit for 2024/2025.

Following a short discussion, it was proposed by Clir Stacey and seconded by Clir Derrick and
agreed by all present that Mr Llewellyn to conduct the audit. It was RESOLVED the Clerk asks Mr
Llewellyn to conduct the audit.

i) To review the asset list

Discussion regarding items on the asset list that should be amalgamated and named
office equipment. Also, that the old lights need writing off as well as the out-of-date
Local Council Administration Arnold Baker book. The new lights to be Various
Christmas Lights value = £200.

It was proposed by ClIr Stacey and seconded by Clir Derrick and agreed by all
present that the asset list be updated to reflect the changes.

8. Planning Applications —

Councillor enquiry response ref PL 08795 - Request for additional information
CE68277162 - PL/08795 - Lawful development: Proposed use - Proposed change of
use from a dwelling (C3) to a residential care home for up to 2 children (C2) -
Serenissima, Heol Y Felin, Ammanford, SA18 2HL — In review awaiting decision
21/1/2025. (emails sent x 2 19/2/2025)

Planning Appeal Notification - PL/07556 - AP-7390 - Woodland area off Argoed
Road, Argoed Road, Betws, Ammanford, SA18 2HS - The proposal is for a steel
frame agricultural store primarily for farm machinery including 3no tractors
and animal trailers, a mini digger and excavator etc with provision to store hay
and animal feed in adry and secure environment for livestock grazing
neighbouring land. An area for livestock will be secure from the machinery -
CAS-03923-C3V5B9 - 20/02/2025 - The refusal of planning permission by
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Carmarthenshire County Council - PEDW.Casework@gov.wales comments
within 4 weeks of 20/2/2025 (email sent 21/2/2025)

Council had not been contacted regarding the above application and had no
objections when it had been submitted orignally.

The following applications were received:

PL/08920 - Non-Material Amendment to E/21721 (Variation to the precise wording of
condition no.16)

Former Betws Colliery Site, Maesquarre Road, Ammanford, SA18 2LF — closed
decision made 19/2/2025

The Council had no objections to the above applications and clerk to inform CCC.
The following applications were granted/refused/withdrawn:

PL/08709 - Variation of Condition 2 on E/15850 (rewording of condition) - Former
Betws Colliery Site, Maesquarre Road, Ammanford, SA18 2LF - Removal / Variation
of Condition Granted — 10/2/2025 delegated decision.

PL/08795 - Proposed change of use from a dwelling (C3) to a residential care home
for up to 2 children (C2) - Serenissima, Heol Y Felin, Ammanford, SA18 2HL —
CLOPUD approval 26/2/2025.

PL/08765 - Variation of Condition 2 on PL/07432 (Amendment to plans to increase
floor area of proposed bungalow) - Land at 25 Woodlands Park, Betws, Ammanford,
SA18 2HF - Removal / Variation of Condition Granted 5/3/2025 — Delegated
Decision.

The Council NOTED the above applications.
9. Correspondence/Matters for Information/Action (emails sent out to members)

a) Have your say on the future of regional transport in South West Wales —
Carmarthenshire (Regional Transport) (emails sent 19/2/2025)

b) ELECTORAL REVIEW PROGRAMME 2025 — Consultation on the draft
Policy and Practice — responses to the consultation to be returned to
OVW by 14 March 2025 (OVW) (email sent 19/2/2025)

¢) More than just a roof! Sustainability and Power with Green Solar Innovation
(OVW) (email sent 19/2/2025)

d) NFWI-Wales event to mark Neurodiversity Celebration Week (OVW) (email sent
19/2/2025)

e) IMPACT - Llais monthly newsletter (email sent 19/2/2025)

f) FW: Cohesion in our Communities (CCC) (email sent 19/2/2025)

g) FW: Aspiring Board Members Programme (CCC) (email sent 19/2/2025)

h) Digital Guidance from One Voice Wales (email sent 21/2/2025)

i) Application for road closure A4069 Gwynfe, SA19 9NS (One.Network:
142260627) 1 day on 18" May 2025 (email sent 21/2/2025)

i) UK Shared Prosperity Fund 2025/2026 (CCC) (email sent 21/2/2025) — County
Councillor Betsan Jones mentioned this in her update at point 4 number 4 above.

k) Police and Crime Plan 2025 - 2029 (PCC) (email sent 5/3/2025)

I) UK Shared Prosperity Fund 2025/2026 (CCC) (email sent 5/3/2025)

m) Latest Development Notes from One Voice Wales (email sent 5/3/2025)

n) Notice of consultation - Swansea LDP2 Pre-Deposit Plan (Preferred Strategy)
and related documents (email sent 5/3/2025)
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0) Independent Remuneration Panel for Wales - Annual Report 2025 to 2026
(email sent 5/3/2025)

p) Application for road closure C2210 Nantyglyn Road, Glanamman SA18 2AQ
(One.Network: 142284198) (CCC) (email sent 5/3/2025)

g) Cymru Football Foundation (CCC) (email sent 5/3/2025)

r) Town & Community Councils Update (CCC) (email sent 5/3/2025)

s) Living Well in Ammanford (NHS) (email sent 5/3/2025)

t) Freedom of information request (email sent 5/3/2025) — discussion regarding the
advice received from OVW and SLCC clerk to send to the requestor.

u) Postponing the Annual General Meeting (OVW) (email sent 5/3/2025)

v) REMINDER One Voice Wales and Planning Aid Wales Joint Event 27 March
(OVW) (email sent 6/3/2025)

w) Application for road closure Pentwyn Road, Ammanford, SA18 2EY
(One.Network: 142384064) on 17™ April 2025 for 1 day (CCC) (email sent
6/3/2025)

x) Green GEN Tywi Teifi Consultation Launched 5/3/2025 — 16/4/2025 (OVW)
(email sent 6/3/2025)

y) Senedd Report Published 5 March 2025 on the Role, Governance and
Accountability of Community and Town Council Sector - link (OVW)(email sent
7/3/2025)

z) Draft diversity and inclusion guidance for registered political parties —
summary of responses to the consultation (OVW) (email sent 11/3/2025)

aa) Consultation on the future of Transport In South West Wales (OVW) (email sent
11/3/2025)

The points above are all NOTED by members unless otherwise stated.

10.To consider a motion to exclude the public and members of the press with
regards to matters in point 12 due to the confidential nature under Public
Bodies (Admission to Meetings) 1960, s.1 (2) and Local Government Act 1972,
s. 100 (2)

11.Exempt Matters —

a) Betws RFC and Land issue at Heol Y Felin (if any correspondence
received) — no correspondence received, clerk has emailed requesting an
update on both items mentioned above on 7 March 2025.

b) Betws RFC - report to be given by Emyr Morgan — nothing to report, the
clerk requested that the banking details are sent to allow for payment of the
room hire which is due.

¢) Annual Lease check for 2024/2025 to be completed —

Clir Stacey met with Cllr Morgan on Saturday 15 February 2025 at 2.15pm to
conduct the Annual Lease check all ok with a few points noted extra
information required regarding the Insurance Policy as not seen, the boiler
service is due, the condition of the fire escape need to be monitored.
Clir Stacey to send out the report once the above items checked.
12. Feedback from Committees/Working Group/Outside Bodies (all minutes of the
Committee Meetings can be viewed on the Community Council Website where
the Full Council Meeting minutes are also available):

a) Recreation Ground Committee
b) Betws Park —

)] Update - Bins at Betws Park — Delivery to Clir Derrick — the bin has
been installed.
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i) Update - Betws Park railings — Clir Comley if any changes - ClIr
Comley has purchased more paint and will give the clerk the receipt for
reimbursement.

iii) Update — Simple Metal structure in Nature area (email sent 19/2/2025)
The council are happy for this to go ahead on the understanding
that whoever builds the shelter can provide a written confirmation
that it has been safely erected for the insurance.

iv) Update — VE Day (Betws Park Volunteers) (email sent 20/2/2025)
The Council has discussed the proposal, and we would be happy to
support and promote the event.

Council to make enquiries regarding the Bouncy Castle and arrange
for publicity materials and liaise with the Volunteer Group regarding
any specific ideas for times in mind?

Council would need to have a copy of the insurance for the Bouncy
Castle prior to it being erected in Betws Park as it was discussed
that there have been accidents/incidents and Council need to
ensure the company has cover.

V) Update - Missing trees from central avenue Betws park/ (Betws Park
Volunteers)(email sent 13/1/2025) — emailed Stephen Edwards/Paul
Cleaver 13/2/2025.

vi) Pine trees above path riverside, opposite nature orchard area. —
email from Volunteer Group (email sent 27/1/2025) see v) above
- The clerk informed members that Stephen Edwards and Paul Cleaver

had walked around Betws Park on Friday 7/3/2025 regarding points v)
and vi) above.

- There is space on the avenue of trees for 2 new trees however new
trees should not go where the old trees were and also should not be
shaded out by the canopies of the mature trees in situ. Consideration
should be made about the type of tree which would fit in with the
formal part of the park, the wet ground conditions at the site as well as
the aspect preferred by the trees along with their size and spread.

- The conifer that is adjacent to 16 — 18 Pentwyn Road will be felled and
there are 3 conifers near the bridge with the central one having had its
stem snapped in one of the storms which needs cutting and the ones
either side need to be brought down to its level.

The arboriculturists need a day’s work at the park which would cost £675.

It was proposed by ClIr Stacey and seconded by Clir Jones that the work

be carried out and agreed by all present. The clerk to inform the

arboriculturists.

vii) Drinking water fountain /&water supply for park (email sent to Clirs
15/11/2024) update from ClIr Stacey — chasing 12/2/2025 — CliIr Stacey
has not received a response from his last contact and will chase.

Correspondence received

a) Opportunity for Betws Park - Local Places for Nature funding (Rachel
Carter OVW) (emails sent 3/3/2025) — Clir M Jones proposed that should the
volunteers require fuel costs to use mowers as they have done in the past to
be reimbursed then Council are happy to do this providing the receipt for
purchasing the fuel is forwarded to the clerk for reimbursement.
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b) #Natur Parc Y Betws - Site Visit and Case Study update (Rachel Carter
OVW) (email sent 4/3/2025) — response sent giving the information
requested and information regarding a) above as the area can be covered by
the parks contractor if requested at extra cost as not on the recently let
contract due to the area being maintained by the volunteer group with only
the meadow area being specified within the new contract.

c¢) Maesquarre and Heol Y Felin Playground — update —

i) Fortnightly Playground Inspection Reports — Clirs Comely and Derrick
to commence from 1%t April 2025 as contractor has retired.

ii) MYB grant for Maesquarre Phase 2 and Sustainable Communities Fund
Round 4 — Update regarding phase 2 of the Maesquarre project and project
closure outputs document - Clir Phillips/Clir Stacey — contacted the bureau
and is waiting on a reply from them regarding a query on the form completion.

iii) Grass Play Field - Heol Y Felin (Adjacent to Betws Rugby Club) -
goal nets — Delivered to Clir Derrick — installation costs to be
determined and the distance apart for the installation — 7 aside = 60
yards.

iv) BSL signage for Playgrounds — Costs discussed — County Councillor
B Jones has been in contact with a company regarding the BSL signs for
both Maesquarre and Heol Y Felin which were agreed in the recent
Recreation Ground Committee meeting. Costs to be confirmed. Clerk to
forward the community council logo for placement on the new signage.

Discussion ensued regarding the next steps agreed in the minutes of the
recent Recreation Ground Committee meeting:

a) New replacement signs for the playgrounds with updated Welsh translation —
Clir Stacey to forward to the clerk to order.

b) Concerns over the new inclusive roundabout performance and the holes
identified in the wet pour — the clerk had not had an update from the
contractor and will chase.

c) Clir Mike Jones informed members that the Parks Development Plan needs to
be drawn up in conjunction with the Volunteer Group and that their thoughts
and ideas will help shape the forward planning for the 3 parks within Betws —
a working group comprising of Clir M Jones and CllIr Stacey will draw up the
new plan and consult with the volunteer group before bringing the draft plan
back to full council for approval.

d) The self-closing gate in Maesquarre playground isn’t. Clir Comley to look at it
to see if the repair is possible if not ClIr Derrick to send the clerk details of the
gate that needs to be ordered.

e) Clir Derrick to fit the new goal posts.

Clir Mike Jones proposed that the minutes and actions from the Recreation
Meeting held on 4" March 2025 be approved, this was seconded by Clir
Stacey and agreed by all present.

Correspondence received - none
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d) Finance and Staffing Committee — Clir James — next meeting will be after EQY.

e) Community Engagement and Events Committee — CliIr Alichurch to send the
clerk an agenda to be circulated for a meeting early April and include the
volunteer group.

f) i) Toolkit working group - work in progress - to be re-visited once the new
contracts and recreation ground management plan has been completed.
ClIr Stacey informed members that he has begun working on the Toolkit and he
will email it round to members. He has a few queries to send to the clerk in due
course - ongoing.

i) Good Councillor Guide to Employment 2023 to adopt? As only noted in 14
June 2023 meeting at point 9a — Council accepted the document and it
will be used as a guide.

Clir Comley asked for an update regarding the recent fire in Betws Park where the bin
had been set alight near Pentwyn Road, and the flames went into the brambles and up a
conifer tree. The fire brigade attended and put the fire out and made the area safe. And
asked if there any No Alcohol sings in the parks.

Next meeting is Wednesday 9" April 2025.
The meeting Closed at 20:55
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