BETWS COMMUNITY COUNCIL

The monthly meeting of Betws Community Council was held virtually on Starleaf on Wednesday
the12t" May 2021 at 7.00 pm.

The meeting was held on a remote basis in accordance with the provisions of the Local Authorities
(Coronavirus) (Meetings) (Wales) Regulations 2020.

Any member of the public who wishes to attend the meeting as a spectator or who has questions to
put to the Councillors should contact the Clerk in order for this to be able to take place and the
correct procedure to be followed.

PRESENT: CliIrs. Picouto (Chairperson), Clirs Mike Jones, Delyth Richards, Annette
Price, Betsan Jones, Andrew Williams, Peter Comley, Dave Stacey, Andy Megrath,
Lynwen Phillips, Lucy Jones and Loreen Lewis.

County Councillor: Betsan Jones
Clerk - Miss Angela Brown
1. Apologies
None.
2. Declaration by Members of Personal and Prejudicial Interests
None
3. To Confirm and Sign the Minutes of the Meeting Held on Wednesday 215t April 2021

Councillor Stacey proposed and Councillor M Jones seconded and resolved that the
minutes of the previous Council meeting be accepted as a true record.

4. County Councillor Report

County Councillor B Jones informed members that a new Chair and Vice Chair had been elected
for the County Council Meetings. The members are Eirwyn Williams (Plaid Cymru) and Ken Lloyd
(Labour) respectively.

Regarding the issues in Heol Y Felin she informed members that Mike Jacob from CCC had
been in contact and will personally visit the areas of concern within the next 7-10days. He
informed her that and independent Stage 3 Safety Audit had been carried out and no road safety
issues were raised. Monitoring of waiting restrictions was also carried out with no issues being
identified. He has asked that if there are any particular days/times to notify him and if possible,
send pictures of the issues. County Councillor Jones has asked that Councillors email her the
information so that she can collate to feed back to Mike Jacob when they are next in contact.

A discussion ensued with regards to the various issues. With new difficulties being identified for
the brewery lorry to enter the RFC car park as well as the ongoing issue that the business
opposite the entrance has with entering and exiting his yard with large vehicles due to parking
issues which have escalated since the recent changes in the area.
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A report has been made regarding the issue of rubbish on the railway crossing on Quay Street.
This will be cleared week commencing 24" May 2021.

County Councillor Jones wanted to congratulate those candidates who were elected in the recent
Senedd elections including those who have gained Regional seats and the Police and Crime
Commissioner for Dyfed Powys Police has been re-elected.

5. Dyfed Powys Police Monthly Crime Figures for Betws
February 2021:

Assault — 2
Threats — 2
Theft—1

March 2021:

Harassment — 10 (all to do with a neighbourhood dispute and same incident)
Theft — 2

Attempt Theft — 1

Drugs-1

April 2021:

Assault — 4 (mostly domestic related nobody seriously hurt)
Harassment — 5 (mostly same neighbourhood dispute/counter allegations)
Criminal Damage — 1 (Graffiti Betws Park)

With regard to PCSO'’s issuing Fixed Penalty Notices for dog fouling which has been publicised
in the recent Labour election paraphernalia. PCSO’s have the power to issue Fixed Penalty
Notices however, the Ammanford PCSO’s need to receive training prior to being able to issue
them for dog fouling.

A discussion ensued regarding the number of crimes and also that the incident of youths
underage drinking around the rear of the RFC, with one 14-year-old female being taken to
hospital this incident does not seem to have been recorded in the above figures even though
officers attended along with the ambulance service.

Extra evening patrols have been requested by the County Councillor for the ASB that is occurring
in Betws Park which she brought up in the PACT meeting on 101" May 2021.

An incident number is required so that it can be passed on to the Clerk and to ensure
the crime is recorded.

The person witnessing the crime/incident needs to report it so that a first-hand
account can be given.
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6. Feedback from the weekly walks for the 3 recreation areas:

Clir Price informed members that she had picked litter in Heol Y Felin (HYF) and that a parent
had reported to her that there had been a potential for ASB/Criminal damage relating to a 12/13-
year-old female purporting to want to dig up HYF green, which did not happen. Clir Price agrees
with having a specific area fenced for dogs to run free in as currently many dogs that run free
are damaging the formal flower beds and other unacceptable behaviour from untrained canines
is a problem. This in turn has a cost implication that is paid for by the Community via their Council
Tax/Precept payment. ClIr Price also suggested ‘sand beds’ for dogs to defecate in which are
used in France as the issue of owners not picking up their dog excrement remains a concern.

ClIr Williams informed members that he had visited Betws Park on 11" May 2021 and that there
was a lot of debris on the ground — leaves, moss etc especially around the Remembrance
Garden area. He suggested that when normality returns that the Working Party for the Recreation
Ground collaborate with the Police and the Schools to educate people regarding litter, ASB in its
various forms etc. The Volunteer Group re-starts on Saturday 15" May 2021 at 10am.

A discussion ensued regarding the fenced dog area, the Chair Cllr Picouto suggested that the
Recreation Ground Committee do all the leg work and bring their completed proposals back to
the monthly meeting for approval/ratification by full council. It was RESOLVED that the Vice
Chair ClIr Phillips would organise a site meeting as she is also a member to progress this project.

Clir M Jones asked about Terms of Reference — these are on the website but are a working
document that needs updating since a change of Cllirs and Committees were updated.

Clir B Jones informed members that damage had occurred in Maesquarre playground on Sunday
and that she and ClIr M Jones had attended. She had contacted the Clerk who in turn contacted
the playground contractor who repaired the damage on Monday.

7. Data Breach

The Chair read out the following regarding the Data Breach he began by quoting from his
Declaration of Acceptance of Office where he undertook to “observe the Code for the time being
as to the conduct which is expected of Members of Betws Community Council and which may
be revised from time to time.” Sadly, it gives me no pleasure to have to report on the following:

On Jan 5" 2021 the Clerk emailed an agenda providing information for the meeting of 13" Jan
2021 which included supporting information about the prospective candidates wishing to be
elected to Betws Community Council.

Clearly, at this point the information therein should be protected from public circulation until such
time as the Council appraises and decides which candidates are successful in their application.

Unfortunately an alleged breach of conduct occurred which was serious enough for the
Information Commissioner’s Office to show concerns about the incident and recommending
further investigation. It is alleged at least one member of this Council passed information to
another person who tried to influence the selection by excluding/removing one of the candidates
this Councillor did not approve of.
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On this occasion the alleged attempt to interfere with the selection’s democratic process failed.
Nevertheless, it is very worrying when a Councillor thinks it is OK to try to interfere with the
selection simply because said Councillor dislikes the candidate or doesn’t agree with his views.

However, we are now a vibrant Council full of new ideas focused on improving the Community
for the people we serve so, it is with this in mind that | propose we stop the investigation’s process
SO we can concentrate on the business of working for the community instead of wasting time by
arguing and dealing with unnecessary petty and childlike confrontation.

This does not mean | think the alleged breach wasn’t serious because | personally think it was
appalling, underhanded, devious and callous showing a total lack of respect for the rest of the
Council members and more importantly a flagrant disregard of the democratic rights we are all
entitled to expect.

There is however an opportunity here to show that the rest of us are better than that, so, in the
interest of unity and progress | ask you to consider my proposal, think of it as an olive branch to
disgruntled Council members and a new beginning and opportunity for all to start afresh without
prejudices. However, please rest assured from here on end disrespect, abuse, bullying,
intimidation and the like will not be tolerated in any form and will be dealt with in the strongest
possible way.

It was proposed by ClIr Picouto and seconded by Clir B Jones that the Clerk stop the above
process as the Community Council can resolve their own problems internally. All members
agreed and voted on unanimously.

Clir M Jones asked the Clerk if the Council were in the position to stop the process, the Clerk
had been in contact with the ICO and it was a decision for full council on whether or not they
wanted the investigation outcome to be forwarded to the ICO for their investigators to decide on
what action needed to be taken.

RESOLVED the Clerk stop the process with the ICO. (however, the investigation paperwork will
be kept on file for future reference should it be required.)

8. RFC

A discussion ensued regarding the varying degrees of knowledge that each Councillor has on
the issues. There is a lot of hearsay and some misinformation has been circulating over the
years, with the collation of facts and consultation where required with the solicitor who has been
party to this for a long time, this issue can be resolved to the benefit of both parties and stop the
conflict and expense that has been previously incurred. This long-standing issue needs
resolving, a line needs to be drawn so that the Council can discharge their duties for the benefit
of the whole community and begin to work together with the RFC as per the original intention of
it also being a centre for the community to use.

Clir Lewis stated that Betws Community Council are Trustees for the land on behalf of the
residents of Betws and suggested that other councillors look up the role of a trustee online.

The Chair ClIr Picouto asked Clir Comley if there are any documents that he can share from the

RFC with Betws Community Council as decisions are better placed with information gathered
from both sides.
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Clir B Jones suggested that if a member has any questions, they should email the Clerk, and if
the Clerk cannot answer, these will be collated and sent to the solicitor. This has been agreed
between the Clerk and solicitor and the costs for this are minimal.

Clir M Jones offered his experience with regards to contract law and leases.

It was proposed by the Chair that the Clerk collate documents and facts regarding the
longstanding issue between the RFC and Betws Community Council and present a report to the
Councillors once done along with any additional information that the RFC can provide. This was
agreed by all members. It was RESOLVED that a separate meeting will be convened to discuss
and resolve once the fact-finding exercise has been completed.

Clir Phillips brought up the request which was also in the email from the RFC regarding a
donation towards the defibrillator packs which need changing bi-annually. The cost of which is
£80 per time. The packs have been changed when used however they must also be changed bi-
annually, the RFC has changed the ones when used at their own cost. This is a much-needed
public service which has been utilised on a few occasions. It was proposed by CliIr L Jones that
the Community Council donate £80 for the cost of a defibrillator pack and this was seconded by
Clir Phillips. All members voted for this to be a one-off donation. Any future requests would be
considered in line with the procedures whereby balance sheets are required to be sent to the
Clerk prior to the proposals being made.

A discussion ensued regarding a second defibrillator being required on the other side of the
village to the RFC (Maesquarre area) as there are others in Tesco and at the Police Station near
Lidl. This idea will be explored further as there are commitments for its upkeep/regular checks,
a constant electricity supply is also required at the location it is to be sited on.

9. Safer Routes in Communities Grant

Clir B Jones had forwarded to the Clerk an application form for safer routes in communities this
can be completed to ask for the zebra crossing near Betws Park main entrance/Touts garage
and for yellow lines to be sited at Heol Y Felin and issues at Maesquatrre.

Clir B Jones read out correspondence that she had received from a concerned resident regarding
traffic calming measures that are needed in the Maesquarre side of the village. This issue was
previously highlighted in December 2019 where a change in the speed limit was proposed by
Mike Jacob from Maesquarre to Scotch Pine.

A discussion ensued with regards to the various issues within the village including the safety of
the public especially schoolchildren and the elderly when crossing the road near the roundabout
from Betws to Ammanford. This is an accident waiting to happen.

ClIr B Jones informed members that a non-slip surface had been installed on the railway crossing
by Network Rail as the issue had been highlighted previously as a number of elderly people from
the residential home were having difficulties with the surface.

It was RESOLVED that the Clerk complete the application once Councillors have emailed her
with their suggestions for the application.
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10.Correspondence

a. Census 2021 — 97% of households responded to the Census. The pre-census target was
94%, all local authorities have seen over 90% of households respond, exceeding the 80%
target. Online submission ends on 171" May 2021. The Census non-compliance operation
will begin on 25 May 2021. If people refuse to take part, they could be taken to court and
issued with a £1,000 fine and criminal record.

From May 4, a sample of household will receive a card through the post asking them to
take part in the Census Coverage Survey 2021 (CCS). After that, an interviewer, following
the government’s Covid-19 guidelines, will visit the address and fill in the questionnaire
with you on your doorstep. The interviewer will be able to show an ID badge on a Census
2021 branded lanyard.

In Wales if you have any questions regarding the Census 2021, please telephone 0800
169 2021.

b. An email received from PS Gavin Phillips regarding contacting Dyfed Powys
Police has been received and he has stated that it is very important that
residents report any issues at the time that they are occurring either through
101 or by using the online reporting form on the Dyfed Powys police website.
Alternatively, you can email and add any attachments of pictorial evidence of
the offence to 101@dyfed-powys.pnn.police.uk.

By reporting via the above channels, it allows the Police Service to record

demand and allocate calls to be dealt with quickly and appropriately, at the
time that they are occurring and be able to obtain first-hand accounts from
witnesses/victims.

To personally send officers emails or phone calls means that they may not be able to pick
them up as they could be on rest days, annual leave or be absent from work for other
reasons. Any slow time issues can be dealt with via email or by consulting with your
County Councillor B Jones who can bring them up in the monthly Police And Communities
Together (PACT) meetings.

The local officers have patrol plans in place regarding Betws Park and the surrounding
Ammanford area. They are also running an operation to engage with local youths in the
area. They also have a MAVIS record open to highlight the partnership working approach
that they are undertaking in tackling anti-social behaviour (ASB).

c. In the recent election campaign paraphernalia received from each party the Clerk noted
that the Labour candidate for the Llanelli Constituency, Lee Waters “had set up a litter
taskforce in 2016 and had successfully lobbied for fixed penalty notices for fly tippers and
dog fouling. A red bag collection scheme has also been launched for volunteers to pick
up litter in their area”. and “Lee set up a joint task force with Carmarthenshire County
Council to deal with litter problems across the constituency. This brought together
community groups, councillors and council officers from across the area together to set
priorities for keeping their places tidy. Achievements so far include introducing fixed
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penalty notices for fly tippers, blue bags made of stronger material, the ability for PCSO’s
to introduce on the spot fines for dog fouling, and street collections for litter -picking
volunteers using red bags. Lee will continue to work with the task-force to review and set
new priorities, especially in light of covid-19.”

County Councillor Betsan Jones enquired with Carmarthenshire County Council
regarding the red bags and received an email stating that PIYP Volunteer service is one
of the services that is still currently suspended from Covid-19 restrictions, and are hoping
to open the service up in due course.

They will be happy to liaise with Clir B Jones and the group co-ordinator with what we can
support the group with once the service is reinstated.

11.Annual Playground Inspection Reports for Heol Y Felin and Maesquarre

Clerk to forward to Councillors for their perusal and for the Recreation Ground Committee to
discuss any issues found therein.

12.Planning Applications

None

13.Payments

a)

b)

Clerks Income Tax/NI/Pension £ 262.89.
Clerks Salary and Allowances £ 1014.93
Postage Costs £ 9.88
CSB (Annual Payroll Costs) £ 288.00

Donation request from Betws RFC to help with this year’s cost for replacing the packs for
the defibrillator.

Members discussed the request. It was RESOLVED that this would be a one-off
payment for the replacement defibrillator packs.

Donation £80 proposed by Clir L Phillips and seconded by ClIr L Jones — clerk to obtain
bank details inform the requester.

RESOLVED that the above be paid.
Clir L Jones requested the Clerk query the CSB annual bill as she felt that it had gone up

so much from last year. RESOLVED the Clerk to query the CSB annual bill and feedback
at next meeting.

Clir Picouto informed members of the pending changes at Betws Primary School where the
current headteacher will be retiring in August 2021. A discussion ensued regarding unfounded
allegations of school closure that had been highlighted during the recent election campaign.
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ClIr Picouto stated that he looked forward to working with the Vice Chair during the forthcoming
year as well as working together with all members to improve the village for the benefit of the
community and thanked all members for electing him as Chair.

The meeting Closed at 21:05.
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