BETWS COMMUNITY COUNCIL

The monthly meeting of Betws Community Council was held as a Hybrid Meeting at Betws RFC
and virtually on Starleaf on Wednesday 18" May 2022 at 7.45pm.

The meeting was held on a remote basis in accordance with the provisions of the Local Authorities
(Coronavirus) (Meetings) (Wales) Regulations 2020.

Any member of the public who wishes to attend the meeting as a spectator or who has questions to
put to the Councillors should contact the Clerk in order for this to be able to take place and the
correct procedure to be followed.

PRESENT: Clir Dave Stacey (Chairperson), Clirs Mike Jones, Jose Picouto, Andy
Megrath, Lucy Jones, Lynwen Phillips, Peter Comley, Andrew Williams, Paul
Allchurch, Carwyn James, Karen McMinn-Davies and Maureen Williams

County Councillor: Not present

Clerk: Miss Angela Brown

Member of the Public Present: No one present

1. Public Questions/Representations

No one present

2. Apologies
County Councillor Betsan Jones and PCSO 8039 Arwyn Rees

3. Dyfed Powys Police Monthly Crime Figures for Betws

A total 5 crimes for April in Betws broken down as follows:

April 2022
Fraud — 1
Theft—1

Criminal damage — 2 (which includes Betws Park)
Harassment — 1

4. Declaration by Members of Personal and Prejudicial Interests
Councillor Comley for point 11 on the agenda.

5. To confirm and Sign the Minutes of the Monthly Meeting Held on Wednesday 27t
April 2022

Councillor Picouto proposed and Councillor Megrath seconded and resolved that the minutes of
the previous Council monthly meeting be accepted as a true record.

6. County Councillor Report
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The County Councillor had emailed her report and Councillor Picouto read it out to members:

County Council Report 17/05/22

Picnic area- Rights of way Maintenance will be fixing the damaged fencing in the next few
weeks.

Still waiting on an update regarding signage to discourage people leaving memorabilia at the
picnic site.

| am still waiting for an update to find out when the new Betws Mountain viewing panel will
be placed.

Crash near to Maesquarre Hall- | received an email from Mr James Derrick on 30" of April
stating that there had been another serious car accident not far from his home. This is the
seventh accident since Mr Derrick and his family have moved to Maesquare Hall. | agree
with Mr Derrick that signage/reflectors/barriers /slower speed limit is desperately needed
here. It was only because of the family’s intervention that further vehicles didn’t crash into
the wreckage. The police were called and there is a police incident number. | forwarded Mr
Derricks email to the Highways department at County Council and | had this answer:- “...A
situation such as this where a National speed limit leads into a 30mph will be re assessed
under the Welsh Governments plan to amend existing speed limits. As a local member you
will be consulted on any planned changes. Consultation process is likely to happen in
August/September. We intend to undertake an initial assessment of the existing signage
regime and introduce additional warning signs and road markings along this length of road.
All signs and markings should be in place in 7-8 weeks. This was from Mike Jacob
Answers to Councillor Price’s questions from April’s meeting

County Council have currently 66 host families from Ukraine and this number is likely to go
up to 150, however some families will be arriving in the County through other channels.
There will be a report to the new Cabinet by the end of the month regarding the support the
County will be giving to the Urdd Eisteddfod that is taking place in Llandovery in 2023.
Speech Therapy is a NHS clinical service where children are referred through their GP,
however all Welsh schools provide speech and language support through the medium of
Welsh.

The Clerk informed members that she had also received another email from the County
Councillor giving an update from the Highways Department about the Traffic Regulation Order
that will be implemented for Heol Y Felin/Colonel Road:

| would inform you that the proposals pertaining to the location in question have been published
with no objections being raised.

The associated Traffic Regulation Order will become operational on the 17 June, all markings and
associated signage will be in place by the 4% July. Enforcement of the location will then commence
as soon as the signs/markings are in place.

Should any of the above timelines shift, then | will arrange to provide you with an update.

The above was NOTED by members.

7. Payments/Donation Requests —

a. Clerk Salary and Allowances and Invoices to be paid (see document below)
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8.

Payments Made in May 2022

Section 112 Local
Government Act
1972 (as
amended)

MEETING/BACS PAYEE DETAILS AMOUNT

REFERENCE

27/4/2022 point 7 | Angela Brown Clerks (as per Clerk
Salary/Allowances | Salary and Payroll
and office schedule)
expenses.

271412022 point 7

HMRC

Payroll payments.

Section 112 Local
Government Act
1972 (as
amended)

(as per Clerk
Salary and Payroll
schedule)

271412022 point 7

Nest Pension paid
by Direct Debit

Payroll Pension
payments.

Section 112 Local
Government Act
1972 (as
amended)

(as per Clerk
Salary and Payroll
schedule)

It had been RESOLVED at the meeting on 27" April 2022 at point 7 that the payments listed
above would be paid during the second week of the month. This was due to the election on 5"
May 2022 and the count being on Friday 6™ May therefore this meeting was held a week later
than the usual meeting date of the second Wednesday in the month as the 3 clear days for

Councillor summons would not be met.

7b. Payments Received

None.

7c. Donation Requests

None.

7d. Donation Received

None.

Audit

The Clerk informed members that the Audit will be submitted next week and that she would then
be waiting to be called to a location where the Transactional Audit by Wales Audit will take place.

This is a new procedure which commences this year.
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9. Planning Applications

a) PL/03959 Old Pit Head Baths (previous application PL/02684) — No
Objections

b) PL/03988 — 49 Betws Road double storey rear extension — No Objections

c) Consultation letter from Asbri Planning Ltd regarding a TRJ
development on Foundry Road.

The Council discussed the advantages and concerns of the proposed development
and raised the following concerns regarding the development:

i)The potential for increase in litter in Betws Park from the new food outlets and retalil
development.

i) To consider in their plan the increased use of the footbridge and Betws Park main
path as this new route would increase footfall as well as the potential for cyclists to
enter the park which is a no cycle zone. Cyclists would need to dismount and push
their bicycles from the footbridge through Betws Park. Concerns were raised about
how this could be monitored/enforced. Also, through increased use concerns were
raised of the potential for increased maintenance costs being incurred and who
would be responsible for this additional cost.

The Council discussed the advantages of the development as follows:

With the far end of Betws Park having more footfall and easier access from the new
development this should assist with the management of the current anti-social
behaviour that exists at the far end of the park. It would also be easier for the local
constabulary to patrol the route.

The potential to link the path on the other side of the footbridge to the current
Sustrans cycle track network in the Amman Valley would benefit users although
maintenance costs and policing cyclists who may enter the park as it is a no cycle
zone were raised as mentioned above.

It was RESOLVED that the Clerk contact Carmarthenshire County Councils planning department
and Asbri Planning Ltd and inform of the decisions made.

10.Correspondence
a) Email request for placing a memorial bench within Betws Park to be
discussed

The location for placement within the park and type of bench (recycled plastic
wood effect) was discussed. It was proposed by Clir Phillips and seconded by
ClIr L Jones that permission be given for the placing of a memorial bench
within Betws Park. This was voted for by all members present. It was
RESOLVED that the Clerk contact the requestor to inform of the outcome.
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b) Feedback received regarding the recent election

The clerk informed members that she had received feedback regarding the
election where there had been numerous comments that residents did not
know who the Community Council candidates were.

The clerk proposed that in order to address this a group photo of the
councillors be taken and that each member writes a short bio about
themselves. These would then be placed on the website and into the local
paper. The clerk also suggested that surgeries be re-introduced.

A discussion ensued with Cllr James informing that each member as a
potential councillor can should they wish design and print a leaflet to drop into
households prior to the election to promote themselves.

It was RESOLVED that a group photo be taken prior to the next meeting.

c) Request for Code of Conduct data from Carmarthenshire County
Council

The clerk informed members that she had received and a request for how
many declarations of interest were recorded by your authority under the
member’s code and how many members and/or clerk received code of
conduct training for the period 1 April 2021 to 31 March 2022.

The clerk informed members that she had actioned the request. This was
NOTED by members.

d) Priceincrease to payroll service

The clerk informed members that she had received correspondence relating
to a 5% increase in payroll costs due to increased costs for software licensing
as well as labour costs and more recently the impact of inflation country wide.
The price increase will take effect from April 2022 and will be on the next
payroll invoice.

The clerk informed members of the amount that this increase would cost.
This was NOTED by members.

e) Recreation Areas Tree Surveys
The clerk informed members of the cost of the tree surveys for the 3 areas
and that the company has made a saving of £255.49 inc. VAT as the survey is
to be carried out on all 3 sites together. Prior to the last survey in 2020 Heol Y
Felin and Maesquarre had not had a survey done by the Council it had only
been carried out in Betws Park. The survey will be carried out during June.
The surveys are required as part of the insurance cover for the areas.

This was NOTED by members.
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f) Questions regarding Ash Die back

The clerk informed members that she had received the answers to the
guestions from the meeting on 27 April 2022 regarding ash die back and will
forward the answers received to each councillor after the meeting.

This was NOTED by members.

g) Re-appointment of the Community Council Member of Carmarthenshire
County Council Standards Committee

The clerk informed members of correspondence received regarding the re-
appointment of Councillor Philip Rogers of St Clears Town Council onto the
Standards Committee for a further term.

It was RESOLVED that the clerk reply giving Council’s approval of the re-
appointment.

11.Exempt Report: Proposals to resolve the issues for the land held in Trust for the people
of Betws which include Betws RFC.

Councillor Picouto gave a brief background into the issues for the benefit of the new councillors.
This long running issue which is decades old has never been resolved by Council. When Angela
started as clerk she was informed of this issue, she familiarised herself over time with the various
deeds and documents and accounts from various individuals with knowledge of the background.
It has been expensive for all those involved not only financially but, in the time, taken to get to
where we are today and the fact that it had been left unresolved by Council since it had taken
over the Trusteeship/Lease of Betws RFC from Betws Community Association in 2011/2012.

Councillor Picouto thanked the clerk for her resilience and persistence in bringing closure to this
matter.

Discussions ensued and it was voted on that now that the additional advice and questions had
been answered that they proceed as decided in the meeting of 27" April 2022 with regards to
the proposal received.

It was RESOLVED that the Clerk will implement the decisions made with regards to the issues
as the additional advice and questions had been answered by the solicitor.

At 20:38 Councillor Karen McMinn-Davies left the meeting.

12.Councillor specific email addresses to be implemented during June 2022
advised as best practice by SLCC/OVW.

The clerk referred to point 7 of the April meeting.

The format of the email addresses was discussed and agreed upon.
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It was RESOLVED that the Councillor specific email address be implemented clerk to arrange
as discussed.

13.Roles and Responsibilities of Councillors/Clerk
This was NOTED by members.

14.To consider implementing the publication scheme and policies for a Small
Council as advised by One Voice Wales/SLCC

Discussion ensued and it was RESOLVED that the list will be worked through regarding the
publication scheme along with the policies that are required for small councils to have and
publicise on their website. The clerk will do this as part of her CiLCA qualification training that
she is currently undertaking.

15.Feedback from Committees (all minutes of the Committee Meetings can be viewed on the
Community Council Website where the Full Council Meeting minutes are also available).

a) Recreation Ground Committee — CCTV in Betws Park — Clir A Williams

It was proposed by ClIr A Williams and seconded by ClIr Picouto and voted for by all
members present that CCTV and signage be erected in Betws Park.

The Park is part of the planned patrols by police due to the volume of antisocial
behaviour that occurs within.

At 20:53 Councillor Lucy Jones left the meeting.
b) Betws Park Project — update Clir M Jones

Clir M Jones informed members that he and Clir A Williams had re-negotiated
with the chosen contractor and that Mr Dafydd Jones of TRJ had made a
generous offer and proposed to remove the tarmac from the site at no cost to the
Council. As they are a locally based company this would be their community
contribution to Betws. This reduced the amount to be spent to £42,231.60.

Clir M Jones asked Council to consider closing the park for the safety of the
public between 07:30 — 17:00 Monday — Friday whilst the work is being carried
out on site due to the heavy machinery being used. This will be publicised once a
start date has been given by the contractor on the Community Council notice
board in the park, website, in the SW Guardian and on the local social media
groups.

The closure of the park during working hours by the contractor was proposed by
CliIr Phillips and seconded by CllIr Picouto and voted for by all members present.

It was RESOLVED that the clerk would place the notices once the start date was
confirmed by the contractor.

c) Defibrillator Project — update Clir Comley
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Cllr Comley gave an update on the Defibrillator project which he, Councillor
Picouto and the clerk have been working on, informing members that they had
been unsuccessful in the application to the Wales Ambulance for buying 4
defibrillator cabinets for £540 each and they give 4 free defibrillators. However,
the next round of applications will be September and proposed that Council wait
and re-apply as it was a good offer.

The Council has received recently the generous donation of £1,900 from Betws
In Need which had been secured by CliIr Picouto for the installation of 2
defibrillators at the family centre and the school however the Wales Ambulance
application would mean 2 more could be sited.

This would ensure the village has 5 defibrillators:

1 at the Family Centre, 1 at Betws Primary School, 1 at Tycoch/Maesquarre area,
1 on the Mountain Road. They cannot be sited within 500m of each other. There
is already a defibrillator at the Rugby Club.

Each defibrillator needs to be registered annually and checked regularly and ClIr
Comley would do this.

The costs involved in maintaining the defibrillators would be to change the packs
every 2 years. Each defibrillator has 2 packs and replacements cost £35 each.
The battery packs last 5 — 6 years on average and would cost £200 to replace.
These costs would need to be budgeted for by the Council.
Councillor Comley’s proposal to wait for the Wales Ambulance applications to
open in September was seconded by Clir Picouto and voted for by all members
present. It was RESOLVED to wait for the new Wales Ambulance applications to
open.

d) Maesquarre Playground Project — update

The clerk had been informed by the contractor that the installation of the new
equipment in playground is due to commence w/c 23" May 2022.

This was NOTED by members.
e) Finance Committee — update.

This would be given at the next meeting.

The meeting Closed at 21:25.
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