BETWS COMMUNITY COUNCIL

The monthly meeting of Betws Community Council was held as a Hybrid Meeting at Betws RFC
and virtually on Microsoft Teams on Wednesday 10" May 2023 at 7.30pm.

The meeting was held on a remote basis in accordance with the provisions of the Local Authorities
(Coronavirus) (Meetings) (Wales) Regulations 2020 and Local Government and Elections (Wales)
Act 2021.

Any member of the public who wishes to attend the meeting as a spectator or who has questions to
put to the Councillors should contact the Clerk in order for this to be able to take place and the
correct procedure to be followed.

The meeting started at 19:43
PRESENT: Clir Dave Stacey (Chairperson), Cllirs Paul Allchurch, Carwyn James,
Maureen Williams, Mike Jones, Peter Comley, James Derrick, Karen McMinn-Davies.
County Councillor: Betsan Jones
Clerk: Miss Angela Brown
Member of the Public Present: No one
PCSO: Not present

1. Public Questions/Representations
No one present

2. Apologies
Councillor Jose Picouto

3. Dyfed Powys Police Monthly Crime Figures for Betws
A total of 6 crimes for March 2023 in Betws broken down as follows:

Violence and Sexual Offences = 4
Antisocial behaviour = 1
Drugs=1

The link for Betws ward below.

Betws | Police.uk (www.police.uk)

4. County Councillor Report

1. There was a big police chase in Betws last week which ended up with a stolen car
being abandoned in Betws RFC car park and the two occupants leaving the scene. The
two occupants were later apprehended in and around the Cricket Club. The car was
removed by a recovery firm on behalf of the police.
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2. There is an issue in Betws Park involving a drugs ring which is being investigated by
the police regarding a male in a hoody, wearing a back pack and on a bike dealing in
the park.

3. There was an issue in Betws Park involving professional dog walkers from Gwaun
Cae Gurwen using the area with their 8 dogs causing antisocial behaviour issues
involving an elderly couple and their dog. This was reported to the police by the
elderly couplt at the time as they called 999.The dog wardens (Carmarthenshire
County Councils Environment Enforcement Team) will conduct patrols in the area
around the times that have been given that they attend. The Clerk informed members
that Public Spaces Protection Orders can be made once certain criteria are met, there
is also a Community Protection Notice that can be issued this is done on a case-by-
case basis when dog control issues are identified. County Councillor Jones stated that
she had received no complaints since the above incident.

4. The raised pavement at Heol Y Felin issue is still ongoing and ClIr Jones gave an
update as to the progress of this matter and will continue chasing until it is resolved.

5. Councillor Comley aired concerns regarding the lifting of the loading/unloading
restrictions on Colonel Road stating that their removal will limit the powers for
removal by the Police. Parking continues to be an issue with the bin lorry having
difficulties leaving Heol Y Felin at the Colonel Road junction due to parked cars.
Also that a car had been left for 3-4 days causing an obstruction, it had allegedly
broken down and a notice had been placed on it by the local authority to which a reply
note was placed from the owner. The vehicle was later moved to an alley. Councillor
Jones stated that the changes were a compromise between the residents’ requirements
and the free flow of traffic in this particular area and she was in regular consultation
with regard to this with the local authority highways department.

6. Update regarding 11 d) on the agenda — The electrical installation for the defibrillator
in the Family Centre will be actioned by CCC next Tuesday 16" May. Councillor
Comely informed members that the cabinet is yet to be fitted at Ty Coch. Once the
Defibrillator is connected at the Family Centre, he will take a photograph and send it
to the funding partner as evidence. Betws Primary school is complete and is now
registered on the circuit. Two more courses are required as part of the application this
is being organised by Councillor Comley in conjunction with St Johns Ambulance
dates TBC. He informed members that there is quite a process to go through and it’s
all on go slow.

7. County Councillor B Jones declared an interest in this next point as she is both trustee
and chair of the Family Centre.

She referred to the Family Centre holding an event last month in Betws Park where
they also erected a gazebo. Cllr M Jones had approached them on the day informing
them that protocol was to seek permission from the Community Council for any
events to ensure that the correct documentation is in place such as risk assessments,
public liability insurance and to ensure no other community group has asked to use
the park on the same day and to tidy up after themselves.
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A discussion ensued between members with suggestions and comments with ideas
given which will be considered by the Community Engagement and Events
Committee.

County Councillor B Jones stated there seems to have been a misunderstanding as
permission would not be denied but needs to be sought from the Community Council
for the above-mentioned reasons. The Family Centre engage with over 100 people
and 70 families in the area.

The Family Centre manager will contact the clerk with a list of events they propose to
do and utilise the various recreation areas within Betws.

8. With regards to the opening event for the Betws Park Nature Project and the Thank
you’s County Councillor Jones stated that Capel Newydd who loaned the tables and
Betws Primary School who loaned the chairs for the event had been omitted from the
list.

It was RESOLVED that the clerk amend the minutes for April to reflect this and send
thank you letters to Capel Newydd for the loan of the tables and Betws Primary
School for the loan of the chairs.

9. Update on the 20mph speed limits whereby a reply from the highways department
was read out by County Councillor Jones. Member awareness sessions took place last
October. There was an online public consultation in February 2023 and the draft
orders are being finalised, these will be sent to ward members, town and community
councils and be published on CCC’s website by the end of May to enable comments
to be made.

10. County Councillor Jones informed Councillor James that she had reported the broken
footbridge on the footpath (3/12) leading from Pantybanwen to Waunherod.

11. The sign on Betws mountain had fallen down and members were informed that it will
be re-erected by the relevant department.

The above report was NOTED by members.
Councillor B Jones left the meeting at 20:23.
5. Declaration by Members of Personal and Prejudicial Interests

Councillor B Jones regarding the Family Centre discussion at point 4 (7) Family Centre, it is run
as a social enterprise with 2 others where she is both Trustee and Chair.

6. To confirm and Sign the Minutes of the Monthly Meeting Held on Wednesday 19t
April 2023.

County Councillor B Jones informed members that Capel Newydd and Betws Primary School

had been omitted from the list of giving thanks for loaning items for the Betws Park Nature Project
opening event on 17" March 2023 as they had loaned tables and chairs respectively.
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It was RESOLVED that the clerk amend the minutes to reflect the above.

Councillor Derrick proposed and Councillor Allchurch seconded and resolved that the minutes
of the Council’s monthly meetings held on 19" April 2023 be accepted as a true record

7. Payments/Donation Requests —

a. Clerk Salary and Allowances and Invoices to be paid (see document below)

Payments Made in April 2023

Section 112 Local
Government Act
1972 (as
amended)

LG(FP)A 1963 s5

MEETING/BACS PAYEE DETAILS AMOUNT

REFERENCE

10/5/2023 point 7 | Angela Brown Clerks (as per Clerk
Salary/Allowances | Salary and Payroll
and office schedule)
expenses.

10/5/2023 point 7

HMRC

Payroll payments.

(as per Clerk
Salary and Payroll

Section 112 Local | schedule)
Government Act
1972 (as
amended)

10/5/2023 point 7 | Nest Pension paid | Payroll Pension (as per Clerk

by Direct Debit payments. Salary and Payroll
schedule)

Section 112 Local
Government Act
1972 (as
amended)

10/5/2023 point 7 | R A Computers Supply Mcafee £25.00
total protection
security software
Fujitsu lifebook A | £41.66
series replacement
battery
Perform general £15.00
clean up, supply
and install, Mcafee | Sub Total £81.66
software, update VAT £16.33

Total £97.99
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10/5/2023 point 7

Chair Allowance

To donate £300
allowance to the
Ammanford Food
Bank

Section 137 Local
Government Act
1972 (as
amended)

£300

10/5/2023 point 7

Humphreys Tree
and Garden
Services

Emergency work
felling trees
damaged by wind
in Betws Park
arranged by Clir M
Jones/Wrenvale

Public Health Act
1875, s.164 —
Power to provide
and manage
recreation
grounds.

£ 1,000.00
VAT £ 200.00

Total £ 1,200.00

10/5/2023 point 7

CSB

Payroll Annual
invoice

Preparation of
payroll to include
maintenance of all
PAYE and NI
records for the
twelve month
period ending 31
March 2023

Completion of year
end submission to
HMRC

Completion and
issuing of P60 for
year ending 31
March 2023

£330.00
VAT £ 66.00

Total £396.00

It was proposed by ClIr Williams and seconded by Clir McMinn-Davies and RESOLVED that the

above be paid.

b) Audit:

i)Clerk waiting for updated contract — this has been updated by the Chair and it is to be

emailed to the clerk to add to the documents list for audit.
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i) Finance meeting minutes — the Chair will email these to the clerk once completed.

iii) Risk Assessments to be reviewed by Council — changes were discussed and agreed and
it was RESOLVED that the clerk action these.

Clir Williams raised concerns over the Liabilities regarding Betws Park and the volunteer groups
who attend the park which were discussed. Cllr M Jones stated that the volunteers are important
to Betws Community Council and suggested that one of the volunteers attends the monthly
meetings as an ex-officio member it was noted that Clir Derrick is one of the volunteers who
regularly attends Betws Park.

iv) To discuss and decide what allowances should be paid to members and copies of
letters from individual members stating that they do not wish to accept the allowances
they are entitled to receive are required — Opt Out Forms — the following Councillors have
not indicated by sending the clerk the form that they wish to Opt Out of receiving
payment: Phillips, McMinn-Davies and Derrick —

The payments which Councillors are entitled to receive as per the Independent Remuneration
Panel Wales (IRPW) were discussed and agreed in line with IRPW.

For members who wish to opt out letters/emails from individual members are to be sent to the
clerk indicating that they do not wish to accept the allowances they are entitled to receive.

Clir Comley proposed and was seconded by Clir James with all members present voting in favour
of the above.

Cllr McMinn-Davies sent via email the opt out form during the meeting and Clir Derrick sent an
email stating that he did not wish to claim the annual allowance. Only Councillor Phillips’
response is outstanding she was not present at this meeting all other members have opted out.

v) Asset List to be reviewed by Council —

This was discussed with Cllir M Jones informing members that he had the Christmas lights stored
in his garage:

4 boxes of icicle lights purchased for last Christmas by Clir McMinn-Davies

2 x 10m Brand New Lights

8 x 10m lights for the old tree approximately half of the lights do not work along the lengths
The Value of the Christmas lights = £100

It was agreed and RESOLVED that Clir M Jones dispose of the old unusable lights and that the
clerk update the Asset list with the above information.

8. Planning Applications — none received, the following applications were granted:

PL/05427 Removal/Variation of condition Granted on 4/4/2023
PL/05530 Householder Granted planning permission on 26/4/2023
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9. Correspondence/Matters for Information/Action (emails sent out to members)

a) Consultation — Penn Review response (Local Authority Ethical
Standards Framework and Code of Conduct) — consultation ends 23
June 2023 - (email sent 14/4/2023)

This was NOTED by members.
b) People and Skills Fund (email sent 14/4/2023)
This was NOTED by members.

c) Freedom of Information Request received — members were informed that a
request had been received along with the information that was being asked
for. The clerk was liaising with the contractor in order to gain some of the
information required and was waiting for the response.

d) Email received 5/5/2023 from Councillor Picouto —

Just a note to let you know the "missing memorial slate” in Heol y Felin is now back
and has been secured with dowels so it should not come loose again. There are
no maintenance costs.

Also, Alex’s memorial plaque has been placed and fitted at the foot of the tree planted
in his memory in the Park, and once again Jayne and | thank you as a Council
for allowing us to to pay this homage to our beloved son.

10. Feedback from planned visit on 22 November 2022 to check RFC as per the
requirements of the lease — Clir McMinn-Davies, Clir Phillips and Cllir M Jones.

Update from Councillor McMinn-Davies has received the relevant documentation
from the RFC as part of the checks which had been provided by the Secretary of the
Club Peter Comley, she has placed all the information into a table format and has
RAG it this document will contain further information with regards to the visual survey
of the building which is due to be carried out imminently.

This item will be placed on the agenda for the June meeting.
Clir Derrick asked about the RFC opening times:

Sunday 11 — 13:30, Tuesday and Thursday 19:00 — 23:00, Friday 10:30 — 23:00 and
Saturday depending on whether playing away or home but open until 01:00.

11.Feedback from Committees (all minutes of the Committee Meetings can be viewed
on the Community Council Website where the Full Council Meeting minutes are also
available):

a)Recreation Ground Committee

i)Betws Park — weekly checks required — ClIr Derrick — the checks had
been carried out but he was waiting on the google form to be sent to him by
the Chair.
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ii)To discuss the formal beds in Betws Park, to consider planting bulbs
to cover all seasons however the control of the rapidly spreading weed
celandine will need to be considered as the current method of control
would not be able to be actioned.

Discussion ensued with Clir M Jones stating that the soil is like flour in the
formal beds as it has been regularly green mulched by the contractor.

Possibly a consideration for the future to planting with bulbs to give height
within the beds. Removal of the formal bedding would leave bare beds from
September to May.

It was RESOLVED that the planting remains as is in the formal beds as the
Betws Park is known locally as the Flower Park and to adhere to the current
contract.

iii) To discuss the polyanthus in the formal beds and agree that the
volunteers can re-site to other areas within the park from 10th May, the
contractor will be taking measures to control the celandine prior to
planting the new summer bedding.

Discussion ensued with Clir M Jones informing members that the polyanthus
was very slow to grow from October onwards due to the harsh winter.

It was agreed that the volunteers could re-site the polyanthus.

iv) Suggestions to be made on how the new areais to be managed and
by whom, what is allowed to be done regarding shrub and tree planting,
bench placement and community use of the area and the process of
gaining permission — feedback from Chair on this

b) Maesquarre and Heol Y Felin Playground — weekly checks required —
Cllrs Stacey and Comley — being received intermittently

ClIr Stacey informed members that he had removed some brambles in an
area within Maesquarre.

Clir Comley informed members that he had checked the playground this
morning and no issues were identified, apart from a suggestion that
Council review the signage within the playgrounds to ensure applicable.
He had not yet emailed the clerk.

c) Finance and Staffing Committee — Clerk awaiting receipt of the
outstanding minutes for meetings held last year 26 April 2022, 5 June
2022 and 8 November 2022.

Discussed at point 7. b) ii)

d) Defibrillator Project — update from Clirs Comley/Picouto
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An update had been given at point 4 (5)

e) Councillor McMinn-Davies informed members of a request she had
received from Dragon Plant seeking permission to enter Maesquarre
Playground to access the rear garden of No 1 Ffordd Y Glowyr regarding
some external work they will be carrying out.

Cllr McMinn-Davies to obtain the request in writing from the company and
forward to the clerk. The company need to ensure they have their Public
Liability Insurance in place, make sure 2 people are marshalling when the
machinery is moving within the playground and to make good any damage
that may occur whilst there.

f) The clerk asked Cllr Comley if he would measure the external stairs at the
RFC and make a plan which she can pass to the solicitor.

The Chair closed the meeting informing members that the next meeting is on
Wednesday 14™ June 2023.

The meeting Closed at 21:35.
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