
MINUTES FROM A JOINT EVENTS AND RECREATION GROUND COMMITTEE 

MEETING OF BETWS COUNCIL  

 on  Wednesday 18th. January 2023 at 7p.m.at Betws RFC  

1.Present: Cllr Mike Jones, Cllr Dave Stacey, Cllr Paul Allchurch, Cty Cllr Betsan Jones (ex-

officio), Cllr Lynwen Phillips, Cllr Karen Mcminn-Davies (via Teams) 

2.Apologies : Cllr Jose Picouto, Cllr Andrew William 

3. To receive disclosures of Personal and Prejudicial Interest from Councillors on matters 

to be considered at the meeting. - None declared 

4. Minutes of the meeting on October 4th.2022 confirmed as a true record. 

Proposed by B Jones and approved by those present. 

 

Update on 8a - Cllr Jones will be visiting Black Mountain signs to approve signage 

as there is no facility to share proofs with the committee  

 

5. Chairperson for this meeting.  

As this is a joint meeting, a chair needs to be elected for the meeting.  

MJ was proposed by LP. Seconded by PA. Unanimous 

 

6. Christmas lights.  

Thanks noted to Karen for organising the tree and the lights for Betws Park.  

Still waiting for a quote for an electrical point to be installed in Maesquarre Park for the 

Christmas Tree. BJ chasing. 

MJ meeting with Wrenvale to remove lights later this week, and then the tree will be 

removed  

Query over the cost of a rooted tree for 2023. KMJ to enquire. 

7. Event for the official opening of Betws Park Nature Garden.  

Discussion over options. Final deadline for all costs to be paid and claimed by the end of 

March. 

Event to be at lunchtime on Fri 17th March.  

Time to be confirmed following discussion with Ysgol Betws 

 

List of suggested guests 

● Coleg Sir Gar - invite both groups via tutors -  Clare and Matthew Jones 

● Cylch Meithrin - Anita Evans - invite group leaders 



● TRJ -  

● Dragan Plant Hire  

● Kevin Roberts 

● Aled Griffiths 

● Celtic Wildflowers 

● Dr Kevin McGinn (Botanic Gardens) 

● Andrew from Applewise 

● Rachel Carter - One Voice Wales 

● Welsh Gov rep 

● Heritage Lottery 

● Ammanford Fire Station 

● Volunteers from Friends of Betws 

● Community Councilors 

● Betsan Jones 

● MP and AM - Adam Price and Jonathan Edwards 

● Police and PCOs - Arwyn 

● Children and staff from the school 

● Jayne Picouto 

● Wrenvale 

Lynwen will manage the invite list. 

 

Ribbon cutting ceremony - Jayne Picouto to be asked to open - MJ 

See if we can borrow the gazebo from Ammanford Town Council - PA to get quotes 

for Marquee - and email round options. 

Food - quotes for 80 from Y Gegin Fach - Betsan 

Issue press release and contact media - Ask Angela for contacts. 

To meet again on 31st Jan at Mike’s house to check on progress. 

8. Receive and agree to Terms of Reference  

The current terms of reference were reviewed and updated. Amendments were approved 

and are attached to the bottom of these minutes.  

9. Park updates  

 a) Betws Park and Volunteers  - Minor damage to some trees, perhaps with an axe from 

Wilko. It has been reported, and a crime number given.  

b) Maesquarre Park - See item 6 for an update on electricity 

c) Heol y Felin Park - Cllr Peter Comley undertaking regular checks, and submits 

information when any problems are identified 



 

10 a.Plan to identify planting and seating locations  

Ongoing 

 

 b.Referral from full council to plant tree and plaque  

 

Waiting for input from Wrenvale.  

Request for the clerk to contact the lady who has requested, informing her that we’re 

waiting for input from a contractor, and we’ll be in touch in a couple of weeks.  

11. Section 106 /Windfarm Projects   

 

Update on 106 at full council last Wednesday. 

Update from BJ - A quote from EMROCH has been submitted as a 106 application for the 

next phase of Maesquarre park. 

LP updated members - plan to try to use 106 money to apply for windfarm funding as 

match funding to unlock larger funds for bigger projects 

BJ - Need to identify at least one of the projects for the April round of wind farm funding.  

LP to identify companies who will be able to provide quotes for sports equipment for Heol 

Y Felin.  

MJ to get quotes for picnic benches.  

BJ and LP to identify which of the projects would be most appropriate for an application 

and start the process. 

12. Next Meeting of Rec Committee 19th.April 2023. Next meeting of the Events 

committee. 

Next meeting of events Committee 16th May 2023. 

 

Meeting closed 20.53 

   



 — 

Parks and Recreation Ground Committee 

 To provide Council with the advice and make recommendations on issues relating 

to Parks, and Recreation and measures taken to improve/enhance the environment 

and bio-diversity of the areas within the ward. 

Membership: The Committee will comprise no fewer than 5 Councilors to include 

the Chairperson, Vice Chairperson and 3 other Councilors. 

Membership will be for one year from the date of appointment at the Annual 

Meeting of the Council unless otherwise agreed. 

Consisting of (for 2022/23): Cllrs Mike Jones (Chair), Lynwen Phillips, Andrew 

Williams, Paul Allchurch and Karen McMinn-Davies,   Chair /Vice Chair of the full 

council. 

 Meeting Schedule: The Parks and Recreation Ground Committee shall meet at 

least quarterly, but may meet more regularly should the chair, or three committee 

members so decide. 

Quoracy: A quorum of 3 Committee members is required for decisions or 

recommendations to the full council. 

Reporting: Decisions/recommendations of the Committee shall be presented in the 

form of recommendations to the Full Council for consideration and ratification. 

Terms of Reference: 

● To ensure consultation with the community in order to compile and then maintain a 

Parks and Playground Action Plan for future development. 

● To explore opportunities and improvements for development of the Parks and 

Recreation areas. 

● To consider the adoption or provision of new open spaces as appropriate where 

they have a high community value and amenity benefit for the members of the local 

community. 

● To develop and implement policies for the Council's Parks and open spaces 

including village visual improvements to meet the needs of future management, 

maintenance and improvement programs whilst ensuring plans reflect the specific 

character of each site/area within the Ward. 

● To ensure that the Council Parks, Recreation Grounds and open spaces are 

managed effectively to provide a pleasant and safe environment for residents and 

visitors. 

● To encourage engagement with the community, interest groups and external 

bodies to assist in conservation and enhancement of green spaces within the Ward 

● To increase the quality and availability of play areas, walking trails/routes and 

areas for informal ball games. 

● To work with Dyfed Powys Police and Carmarthenshire County Council to facilitate 



addressing of environmental issues and antisocial behaviour. 

● To ensure that Betws Community Council adhere to Section 6 of the Environment 

(Wales) Act 2016 with regard to the biodiversity and resilience of ecosystems duty 

to provide a report specific to Betws. 

● To liaise with the Clerk with regard to updating and keeping current the Betws Bio-

Diversity Report as per legislation. 

● To ensure the contractors are meeting their contractual obligations with regards to 

the maintenance and upkeep of Betws Park, Maesquarre Playground, Heol Y Felin 

Green and Playground as per the management plan/playground inspection reports 

by checking the areas and liaising with the Clerk regarding any issues found who 

can contact the relevant person.  

  

Delegated Authority: 

To ensure ad hoc maintenance and upkeep work can continue outside the scope of 

the maintenance contracts, the Council will delegate an annual sum (to be 

determined by Full Council) for such eventualities. This delegation may include a 

monthly spending limit. Any such expenditure is to be reported to the next available 

Full Council meeting. Any other monies required are to be gained by securing grant 

funding. 

  

Review Arrangements 

The Parks and Recreation Ground Committee will be a Standing Committee of the 

Council. The Annual Meeting will consider and decide to continue, alter or dissolve 

the committee as required. 

 


