Minutes of Recreation Committee 26™ Jan 2022

. Present

Mr Michael Jones (chair) Mrs Betsan Jones, Miss Lynwen Phillips, Mr Andrew Williams

. Apologies
None
. Disclosure of Personal and Prejudicial Interests

Cllr. Betsan Jones —dual hatted member

. Minutes 23" Nov. 2021

ClIr. Andrew Williams proposed that the minutes were correct, it was seconded by ClIr. B
Jones and agreed by all present. Chair to sign the minutes and forward them to the clerk.

. Spring and Summer Planting

Wrenvale had been invited to attend but were unavailable due to annual leave arrangements.
Chair introduced a discussion on possible planting options by identifying that Betws park is
known as the flower park and that shows how well thought of the park is with regards to the
current planting scheme. Currently the main planting is with begonias. Noted that these are
not good pollinators.

General discussion-that we can consider similar planting scheme but introduce other flower
types that are more attractive to bees and insects. This will complement the outcomes
required as part of the Heritage Lottery grant application. It was felt that no drastic change
should happen but concentrate on new species for the three beds in the main grass area along
the main walkway.

Proposed by Cllr. Phillips and seconded by Cllr. Jones that an informal meeting be arranged
with Wrenvale to discuss planting options. Cllr. A Williams and Cllr. M Jones attend and
report back to Committee and full Council.

. Matters Arising

Chair identified only one matter not actioned to date, and that was with regard to re-siting
benches raised at 9" August and 5th Oct 2021 Rec. Committee, and subsequently confirmed
at full Council. Cllr. A Williams confirmed that due to adverse winter weather and Covid 19



restrictions the re-siting had been delayed, but the contractors are looking to undertake the
work in Feb 2022.

. Update on Wind Farm grant

The procurement stage 2 MYB wind farm grant form has been submitted with 3 quotes. The
Bureau are happy with the form so it is expected that work can commence on Maesquarre
park in the spring.

. Heritage Lottery Grant

8a Update- Chair quoted from an email received from Chris Hoyle “The Grants panel met
this morning and they very much like your proposal. It will now go to the sub board a week
Monday (31% Jan) as recommended for Approval. All present welcomed this positive and
encouraging statement and await final approval.

&b. Community Involvement

Thanks primarily to Cllr. A Williams’s efforts, the following Community Involvement is
active:-

Friends of Betws- they meet every Saturday and have a strong following on Facebook,
Twitter and Instagram. ClIr. A Williams advised that Heritage Lottery regularly follow these
social media sites and unfailingly give ‘like’ approvals.

Coleg Sir Gar

They meet and visit the park every Tuesday morning, Cllr Williams and ClIr M Jones have
met with the lead lecturer who indicates that they envisage incorporating a work
programming into the curriculum for Adults with learning needs, Cllr. Williams advises on
the activities to assist the learners.

Betws Primary School

The Headmaster, staff and pupils meet at the Park regularly as part of their educational
learning and are creating, building and filling bug hotels whilst studying nature.

8c. Contract Procurement

Chair introduced the requirements for obtaining tenders if grant application is successful.

Financial Regulations 11.1.g requires that contracts up to £25,000 require 3 quotations to be
obtained.

Local Gov. Finance Act also stipulates

Any work up to £5000-verbal tenders are acceptable (noted that Financial regs. state £3,000)
Work up to£15,000- written tenders required

Work up to £20,000- sealed tenders required



The Heritage fund further stipulates that work over £10,000 requires 3 competitive tenders.
The Committee recognised that we would require a list of contractors to invite to tender. The
chair volunteered to write a draft advert to be placed in the South Wales Guardian, The
council website, the notice boards and on any social media platforms inviting expressions of
interest from suitable contractors. Thereafter a set of contract documents will need to be
prepared for tendering purposes.

8d. Publicity

Need to wait for formal approval before any announcement.

. Projects

Cllr B Jones highlighted that a new round of MYB wind farm grants will become available in
April.

. Christmas Lights

For a number of reasons the tree in Betws Park was not lit this year again — Reasons
highlighted were the disrepair of the lights supplied by SSE, Bad weather including a storm,
a period of sickness all hampered efforts to illuminate the tree.

ClIr B Jones purchased battery operated lights and dressed the Christmas tree at Maesquarre
Park, however the batteries were not strong enough to provide effective illuminations. Cllr
Jones reiterated her desire to provide lights on the identified tree.

The chair suggested that an early start is needed to ensure Christmas lighting. He offered to
prepare an action plan to illuminate Betws on a short, medium and long term.

. Grant Opportunities

Recently the clerk had circulated a number of grant application opportunities-chair identified
that they were mainly for charitable organisations or in services that the council were not
involved. It is useful to be aware of opportunities elsewhere in the voluntary sector.

Next meeting scheduled for 3™ March 11.00am.

Meeting closed 8.40pm



