Minutes of Betws Community Council Recreation Ground Committee
Held in Betws Rugby Club

5t July 2023

Present: Mike Jones (Chair), James Derrick, Carwyn James, Betsan Jones, Dave Stacey, Lynwen
Phillips.

Apologies: Jose Picouto, Paul Allchurch

3. To receive disclosure of personal and prejudicial interest from Councillors on matters to be
considered at the meeting

None

4. Minutes of the joint Events and Recreation Committee meeting of 18" January 2023 to be
confirmed as a true record

Proposed by Lynwen Phillips
Second by Dave Stacey

Approved the committee

5. To elect a chairperson for the coming year

Lynwen Phillips was unanimously elected as Chair for the committee. MJ will continue to chair this
meeting with a handover over the next month.

6. Matters arising from the minutes

No matters were noted that are not already to be considered as an agenda item in the meeting

7. To discuss the Christmas Tree

Preference would be for a rooted tree, notwithstanding the potential cost and ensuring a tree that
wouldn’t grow too tall

RESOLVED — MJ to contact park contractor to identify potential costs for a suitable rooted tree by the
Sept council meeting.



8. To discuss the renewal of the Playground and Grounds Maintenance contracts which end 31
March 2024

The current contract is due to expire at the end of March.

We need to develop a new management plan to form the basis of new contracts. This can also be
used to formalise and incorporate the work of the ‘Friends of Betws’ volunteer group.

NOTED: The following timescale.

e Develop management plan by Sept.
e Expression of interest - Oct

e Put to tender — Nov

e Review tenders - Jan

e Approval - Feb

We need to create a new and updated management plan. This should be based on the following
elements

In all parks

e (Cutting grass
e Empty bins
e Hedges and borders

In Betws Park

e Maintain the formal garden — two lots of planting per year. Associated mulching
e Leaf Collection from paths and step in autumn

e Maintain banks

e Maintain memorial garden

e Nature Garden — develop a plan

e Japanese Knot Weed

Planters

e Plant and maintain the three planters in the village 2 times a year

RESOLVED: To discuss these items in the forthcoming meeting with the Volunteers

RESOLVED: To ask the Clerk to draft an initial management plan for the parks by early Sept.



9. To formulate a seating plan for Betws Park
Currently 12 seats and 2 benches in Betws Park.

RESOLVED: Future requests for benches or seats in Betws Park can be approved in line with the new
seating plan. Three seats stagger along the main walkway, with a further two seats located along
riverbank extending to top flower meadows. See attached.

10. Section 106 and windfarm grants
NOTED: Currently no Section 106 money held for parks and open spaces for Betws.

NOTED: The Community Council did not submit for the most recent round of funding for windfarm
grants

NOTED: There is an opportunity to apply for funding from the UK Prosperity Fund for September.

NOTED: There is an opportunity to apply for windfarm funding for October.

Discussion on the current items for development within the community.

e 2 x Picnic Benches for the viewing point at Wewn Defn
e Disabled roundabout in Heol Y Felin

e Goalposts in Heol Y Felin

e Electric supply for Maesquarree

e New play equipment for Maesquarre park

RESOLVED:

To develop a bid for the disabled roundabout in Heol Y Felin for the windfarm grant — LP and BJ to
lead on this.

To seek clarification on the eligibility of these projects for UKPF

11. Potential for new signage to be placed in the memorial garden at Betws park
NOTED: Recent Antisocial behaviour in the park

RESOLVED: To undertake a site visit to develop a list of signage to received quotations.

12. Update the terms of reference

To note the change to the membership of the committe



AOB

13a) - The painting of the railing along Park St by the Probation Service to talk place over the summer
(weather permitting)

13 b) Location of Steel Bin - Pick up in site visit after the meeting.
13 c) Site visit with play contractor — to be followed up next meeting.

13 d) Agree meeting with volunteers to discuss the development of a Park Management plan ahead
of the issue of a new contract from 2024. To include gathering the views of volunteer group on
priorities, and to clarify expectations and responsibilities with regard to planting and park
development. Mandy, Caryn and Jo have indicated attendance. Meeting confirmed for 26th July at
7pm at Betws RFC.

13 e) Visits from children — Protocol required regarding visits by groups — from casual visits to more
formal visits.

Date of next meeting - 4™ October.




