BETWS COMMUNITY COUNCIL

The monthly meeting of Betws Community Council was held as a Hybrid Meeting at Betws RFC
and virtually on Microsoft Teams on Wednesday 9" November 2022 at 7.00pm.

The meeting was held on a remote basis in accordance with the provisions of the Local Authorities
(Coronavirus) (Meetings) (Wales) Regulations 2020 and Local Government and Elections (Wales)
Act 2021.

Any member of the public who wishes to attend the meeting as a spectator or who has questions to
put to the Councillors should contact the Clerk in order for this to be able to take place and the
correct procedure to be followed.
The meeting started at 19:14 as the RFC had not been opened up for the meeting.
PRESENT: ClIr Dave Stacey (Chairperson), Clirs Paul Allchurch, Carwyn James, Mike
Jones, Andrew Williams, Maureen Williams, Lynwen Phillips and Karen McMinn-
Davies.
County Councillor: Not present
Clerk: Miss Angela Brown
Member of the Public Present: No one present
PCSO: Not present
1. Public Questions/Representations
No one present
2. Apologies
County Councillor Betsan Jones and Councillors José Picouto and Peter Comley
2b: The written request from Clir Phillips regarding her absence from meetings as per Local
Government Act 1972, section 85(1) and (2) was discussed and approved by members that she
could attend as and when she was available.
3. Dyfed Powys Police Monthly Crime Figures for Betws
A total of 11 crimes for September in Betws broken down as follows:

September 2022

Murder - 1
Domestics — 5
Theft-1
Harassment —1
Assault — 2

Criminal Damage — 1
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To date no figures have been received for the October crimes for Betws.
4. Declaration by Members of Personal and Prejudicial Interests
None

5. To confirm and Sign the Minutes of the Monthly Meeting Held on Wednesday 12t
October 2022, 28™" September 2022.

Councillor M Jones proposed and Councillor A Williams seconded and resolved that the minutes
of the Council’s monthly meetings held on 28" September 2022 be accepted as a true record.

Councillor James proposed and Councillor AllChurch seconded and resolved that the minutes
of the Council’s monthly meetings held on 121" October 2022 be accepted as a true record.

All members voted unanimously on this.

The next steps from the meeting were revisited including that Karen McMinn-Davies had been
added to the Recreation Committee at point 19 (1) in 28 September meeting.

5b. Additional ratification of the decisions made in the October meeting were proposed by Clir A
Williams and Seconded by Clir M Jones as the minutes did not record the resolutions made in
the usual manner as the clerk had not been present.

The clerk aired concerns with the councillors and it was agreed that the chair would meet with
the clerk to discuss.

6. County Councillor Report
Report received by email and read out by the Chair
3" November 2022

County Council Report

1. The dog fouling signs have been replaced on the sign post and at the Maesquarre end
of Maes y Betws footpath. No news yet on placing some hardcore or similar on the
muddy bits of the path.

2. Working with the Betws Wanderers to try and get the Hopkinstown footpaths re
opened. Clir A Williams is keen to meet up with the new Ranger for the Betws area
to try and move this issue forward.

3. In Oct met with residents of Bwtrimawr that are concernrd with the noise and light
pollution coming from Tesco very early in the morning.

4. Met with some of the residents of Caemawr that are concerned with anti social
behaviour and the selling and taking of drugs from some properties on the estate.

5. After being contacted by some concerned dog walkers | had a site meeting with J
Winters and Emyr Highways regarding some dangerous dead trees at Pentwyn Rd,
The trees will now be removed.

6. Still waiting for action regarding the lifting of some of the parking restrictions from
outside some of the properties on Colonel Rd.
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7. County Council officers intend having a site meeting at the bottom of Maesquarre
park to see if electricity can be sourced from the street light for the Christmas tree in

the Park.

8. Attended a ‘Cost of Living Crisis’ seminar last week at the Furnace Theatre Llanelli.
If anyone needs help and advice there are trained staff at the Hwb at Ammanford to
help residents claim what their entitled to. They can also access this information

online.

The above report was NOTED by members.

a. Clerk Salary and Allowances and Invoices to be paid (see document below)

7. Payments/Donation Requests —

Payments Made in October 2022

Section 112 Local
Government Act
1972 (as
amended)

LG(FP)A 1963 s5

MEETING/BACS | PAYEE DETAILS AMOUNT

REFERENCE

9/11/2022 point 7 | Angela Brown Clerks (as per Clerk
Salary/Allowances | Salary and Payroll
and office schedule)
expenses.

9/11/2022 point 7

HMRC

Payroll payments.

Section 112 Local
Government Act

(as per Clerk
Salary and Payroll
schedule)

1972 (as
amended)
9/11/2022 point 7 | Nest Pension paid | Payroll Pension (as per Clerk
by Direct Debit payments. Salary and Payroll

Betws Park Nature
Project Funding
from the Welsh
Government Local
Places for Nature

schedule)
Section 112 Local
Government Act
1972 (as
amended)
9/11/2022 point 7 | Woodland Trust Spirals and canes
X3, £232.37
Hedge Mixes x 3 VAT £ 46.48

Total £278.85
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and National
Lottery Heritage
Grant Funding

Public Health Act
1875, s.164 —
Power to provide
and manage
recreation
grounds.

9/11/2022 point 7

Wilko

Chicken wire for
compost bins x 2

Betws Park Nature
Project Funding
from the Welsh
Government Local
Places for Nature
and National
Lottery Heritage
Grant Funding

Public Health Act
1875, s.164 —
Power to provide
and manage
recreation
grounds.

VAT £ 2.67
Total £ 16.00

£ 13.33

9/11/2022 point 7

Celtic Wildflowers

Native heathland
and wetland plants
in a variety of
sizes x 112

Supply and
planting of moss
roof

Betws Park Nature
Project Funding
from the Welsh
Government Local
Places for Nature
and National
Lottery Heritage
Grant Funding

Public Health Act
1875, s.164 —
Power to provide
and manage

VAT £ 110.39
Total £ 662.35

£ 551.96
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recreation
grounds.

9/11/2022 point 7

Parks and Play

Routine
inspections Heol Y
Felin Playground
Routine
inspections
Maesquarre
Playground

Extra for both sites
2 visits to replace
missing caps,
adjustment on 2
gates, filling in
holes on unit
decking, removal
of pod swing,
removal of handle
on Tornado swing

Playgrounds
Equipment safety
checks/repairs and
maintenance

Public Health Act
1875, s.164 —
Power to provide
and manage
recreation
grounds.

£260.00

Total £690.00

£260.00

£170.00

9/11/2022 point 7

TRJ

Ground work and
Fencing work for
the project (as
tendered).

Betws Park Nature
Project Funding
from the Welsh
Government Local
Places for Nature
and National
Lottery Heritage
Grant Funding

Public Health Act
1875, s.164 —
Power to provide

VAT £ 7,783.40
Total £46,700.41

£30,231.60
£ 8,685.41
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and manage

recreation
grounds.

Payments Made in November 2022

MEETING/BACS PAYEE DETAILS AMOUNT

REFERENCE

9/11/2022 point 7 | Angela Brown Clerks (as per Clerk
Salary/Allowances | Salary and Payroll
and office schedule)
expenses.

Section 112 Local
Government Act
1972 (as
amended)

LG(FP)A 1963 s5

9/11/2022 point 7

HMRC

Payroll payments.

Section 112 Local
Government Act
1972 (as
amended)

(as per Clerk
Salary and Payroll
schedule)

9/11/2022 point 7

Nest Pension paid
by Direct Debit

Payroll Pension
payments.

Section 112 Local
Government Act
1972 (as
amended)

(as per Clerk
Salary and Payroll
schedule)

9/11/2022 point 7

Wrenvale

Betws Park

Maintenance and
general upkeep of
Betws Park (as per
management plan)

Public Health Act
1875, s.164 —
Power to provide
and manage
recreation
grounds.

£ 3,465.00

VAT £ 693.00
Total £ 4,158.00

9/11/2022 point 7

Wrenvale

Heol Y Felin
Green and
Playground

£ 370.00

VAT £ 74.00
Total £ 444.00
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Maintenance and
general upkeep of
Betws Park (as per
management plan)

Public Health Act
1875, s.164 —
Power to provide
and manage
recreation
grounds.

9/11/2022 point 7

Wrenvale

Maesquarre
Park/Playground

Maintenance and
general upkeep of
Betws Park (as per
management plan)

Public Health Act
1875, s.164 —
Power to provide
and manage
recreation
grounds.

VAT
Total

£ 490.00

£ 98.00
£ 588.00

28/9/2022 point 13

SLCC

13t edition of
Local Council
Administration
book due to
changes in
legislation

LGA 1972 s111

Delivery

VAT
Total

£137.00
£ 4.00
£ .80
£141.80

9/11/2022 point 7

Landlife
Wildflowers

Common heather
plants 40x9cm
pots

Betws Park Nature
Project Funding
from the Welsh
Government Local
Places for Nature
and National
Lottery Heritage
Grant Funding

Public Health Act
1875, s.164 —
Power to provide

Delivery

VAT
Total

£132.50
£ 4.16
£ 27.33
£163.99
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and manage
recreation
grounds.

It was RESOLVED that the above be paid.
b. Donation Requests/ Payments Received/ Donation Received

Donation required to be paid to the Royal British Legion for the Wreaths to be placed at the
memorial during the Remembrance Service on Friday 11 November 2022.

Donation required to be paid to the Bugler who also attends the Remembrance Service on Friday
11 November 2022.

It was agreed by members that a £100 be paid to each of the above this was proposed by ClIr
James and seconded by Clir M Williams.

It was RESOLVED that the above be paid.
8. Planning Applications —

a. PL/04887 — External alterations, provisions of external wall insulation, provision of new
air source heat pumps and solar panels to roof plane — 45 — 51 Parc Penrhiw, Betws SA18
2SP = No objections received.

It was RESOLVED that Carmarthenshire County Council planning department be
informed of the above.

9. Correspondence/Matters for Information/Action (emails sent out to members)

a) Betws Primary School — PTA letter (email sent to Cllrs 28/10/2022)
This was NOTED by members.

b) Betws Primary School — Thank you email received 8/10/2022
This was NOTED by members.

c) Welsh Governments Fuel Support Scheme (email sent to Clirs 4/11/2022)
This was NOTED by members.

d) Boundary Commission Changes (email sent to Clirs 21/10/2022)
This was NOTED by members.

Discussion ensued regarding the emails that were being forwarded by the Clerk, the
consultations bear no relevance and there is no capacity to complete, lots of
information coming through, the time taken for the clerk to read and related costs to
the council, time plan/time slots discussed. A collaborated file for these emails was
suggested as a possibility. Councillor specific emails have only been set up by 2
members so far with some technical difficulty experienced by some.
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It was RESOLVED that the Clerk to continue to filter emails and Councillors to inform
Clerk if some that are sent are seen to be irrelevant.

10.a) Motion 1 — To set up a Betws Ward Action Group — Councillor Allchurch

Clir Alichurch explained that he wanted to recruit members of the community a bit
like a volunteer group engaging the hard-to-reach members of the community to
enable the Council to gain feedback and suggestions. Also, so that members of the
community can be more informed at grass roots level of the various levels of
assistance that is available.

Cllr McMinn-Davies informed members of some of the plans to increase the footfall
at the RFC. Cllr James suggested a survey of the residents should be done to find
out what they want.

It was proposed that Clir Allchurch speak with Clir Comley who is also the secretary
of the RFC to see how it would work in practice.

It was proposed that this motion be reviewed in 6 months once more enquiries have
been made and seconded by Clir A Williams.

b) Motion 2 — To deliver seminars/workshops to the residents of Betws so that
they are better informed of the support for the current Cost of Living issue —
Councillor Allchurch

ClIr Alichurch proposed that Betws RFC be used as a HWB and a warm HWB, this
would need to be arranged with the club. His ideas to inform the community for such
things as Care and Repair service, Fire service household checks, information about
the cost-of-living crisis, the clerk emails information received regarding scams and
other community information which are relevant to the community for information.

Discussion ensued on its practical application and concerns over giving advice. The
CCC Hwb in Ammanford signposts people.

It was agreed that the motion be passed and that CliIr Alichurch puts some
information together for an information sheet which can be posted onto the website,
noticeboards and given to residents.

c) Proposal for regular Surgeries to be held at Betws RFC by Councillors — CllIr
Allchurch

The clerk explained that surgeries used to take place prior to the coronavirus
pandemic in the hour prior to the monthly meeting when it was held at Capel
Newydd.

Discussion ensued and it was proposed by CliIr Allchurch and seconded by Clir A
Williams that a drop-in surgery — come and meet your councillor would be enacted
prior to the meeting on 8" February 2023. This will be publicised prior to the meeting.
Clir Alichurch to arrange opening the RFC earlier to enable this.
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11.The following policies/documents need to be approved and ratified:

a) Publication Scheme —required under section 19 of the FOI Act 2000
It was proposed by Cllir M Jones and seconded by Clir M Williams to adopt the
publication scheme and agreed by all. It was RESOLVED that this be published on
the website.

b) Grievance Procedure for Employees

It was proposed by Cllr James and seconded by Clir McMinn-Davies to adopt the
grievance procedure and agreed by all. It was RESOLVED that this be published on
the website.

c) Bullying and Harassment Policy

Discussion ensued with regards to cross referencing the policy to others it was
agreed that this would be checked by the Chair and it was RESOLVED that this
would be reviewed again in the December meeting.

d) Scheme of delegation to the clerk

Discussion ensued on some amendments to be made and it was proposed by Clir M
Jones and seconded by CliIr Allchurch to adopt the scheme of delegation to the clerk.
It was RESOLVED that this be published on the website once the amendments had
been actioned by the clerk.

e) Training Plan —to be published (by November) as per section 67 (3) of
the Local Government & Elections (Wales) Act 2021

Discussion ensued and it was agreed that the Clirs would complete the sections of
the new training plan so that as a collective they can see where training may be
required so that the council can run effectively. The clerk has undertaken training
since commencing her role and this will be continued for her continuous professional
development — currently working towards CiLCA. It was proposed by Clir M Jones
and seconded by ClIr Phillips to adopt the training plan. It was RESOLVED that this
be published on the website and updated once when training is completed and the
sections completed as mentioned above.

f) Update on Section 6 Biodiversity document as the additional
information from the project in Betws Park needs to be added and the
document needs to be on the website by December 2022 - Clir A
Williams

Clir A Williams has completed this by hand and the Chair is currently adding the
information to the document. It will be passed to the clerk for publication on the
website by December 2022.

12.Exempt Reports
1. Update regarding the proposals to resolve the issue for the land held in Trust for
the people of Betws which include Betws RFC

The clerk gave members an update on where the process currently was as a recent update had
been received from the solicitor.

13.Feedback from Committees (all minutes of the Committee Meetings can be viewed on the
Community Council Website where the Full Council Meeting minutes are also available).
Recreation Ground Committee —

a) Betws Park Project — update Clir M Jones and proposal

Cllr M Jones stated that the grant ends on 30 November 2022 and he proposed that it

was requested that it be extended to the end of the financial year which is 31 March
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2023 for the opening event in order to have a better display within the park. He stated
that all the expenditure had been incurred except for the sighage and opening event
costs and that invoices will need to be paid prior to the end of the financial year. An
end report is required by the grant funders along with photographs of the opening
event.

A draft of the proposed sign showing a map of the new layout within Betws Park had
been circulated to all members.

A discussion ensued and it was agreed and RESOLVED that the Events and
Recreation Committee have joint meetings to discuss and arrange. It was agreed and
RESOLVED that Clir M Jones would speak with the grant contact with regards to the
above proposal. A provisional date of 25" March 2022 was given this can be
confirmed once the above enquiries have been actioned. The two committees can
then begin planning and preparing for the opening event.

)] Consideration of a public sponsorship programme for the 3 parks to
include seating and location plans, shrubs and plants, identify costs
for sponsors

A discussion ensued and it was agreed that Clir A Williams would draw up a

location plan for potential donations of seating for the recreation areas.

The Clerk enquired whether the cricket net stand had been removed from Heol Y
Felin as the request had come in some time ago. This will be chased by the
Chair.

b) Maesquarre and Heol Y Felin Playground — swing repairs

Discussion ensued over the costs and budgets. It was proposed by Clir Phillips
and seconded by ClIr A Williams that £1,200 be made available for the repairs.

c) Events Committee —
i) Update meeting held 6" September — Clir Alichurch
Update given
i) Remembrance Service update
ClIr Picouto enquiry regarding when Betws Primary School children were to arrive
at Betws Park for the Remembrance Service — CllIr Allchurch to inform him of the
time 10:30 for a 10:45 start.
1)) Update from Clir McMinn-Davies ref email sent 22"4 October

A free Christmas tree has been secured by Clir McMinn-Davies which is a 16ft full
tree. Discussion ensued with regard to collection/delivery and erection which needs
to be actioned within the next fortnight as preparations need to be made for its
placement within Betws Park. Cllr McMinn-Davies is ordering lights. It was agreed
that the tree be put up between 16 — 18™" November.

Cllr M Jones informed members that another Christmas Tree was to be placed in
Maesquarre Playground but he had not heard back from his local contact. The
County Councillor has informed him that electricity is available on a street lighting
post nearby.
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d) Finance Committee - update given, the minutes of the last and past 2 meetings
are to be emailed to the clerk once completed for placing onto the website, a query
regarding documents sent to the chair were answered by the clerk.

e) Defibrillator Project - update Clir Comley had informed the chair that the Welsh
Government grant had been approved for the purchase of 3 cabinets.

Councillor A Williams left the meeting at 21:52

The Chair closed the meeting with the next meeting being on second Wednesday
of the month which is the 14" December.

The meeting Closed at 22:04
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