BETWS COMMUNITY COUNCIL

The monthly meeting of Betws Community Council was held as a Hybrid Meeting at Betws RFC
and virtually on Microsoft Teams on Wednesday 8" November 2023 at 7.00pm.

The meeting was held on a remote basis in accordance with the provisions of the Local Authorities
(Coronavirus) (Meetings) (Wales) Regulations 2020 and Local Government and Elections (Wales)
Act 2021.

Any member of the public who wishes to attend the meeting as a spectator or who has questions to
put to the Councillors should contact the Clerk in order for this to be able to take place and the
correct procedure to be followed.

The meeting started at 19:07

PRESENT: ClIr Carwyn James (Chairperson), Cllrs Paul Alichurch, Lynwen Phillips,
Emyr Morgan, Mike Jones, Maureen Williams, Karen McMinn-Davies and Dave
Stacey.

County Councillor: Betsan Jones

Clerk: Miss Angela Brown

PCSO: Not present

1. Public Questions/Representations
None

2. a) Apologies

Clir Jose Picouto sent his apologies, Clirs Dave Stacey and Karen McMinn-Davies
sent apologies - may arrive late. Cllir James Derrick and Peter Comley sent apologies
due to work/other commitments.

3. Declaration by Members of Personal and Prejudicial Interests
Cllr James regarding point 7b as he is a member of Capel Newydd church.
4. County Councillor Report

1. I received an email with the draft plans and the placement of double yellow lines at the
bottom of Pentwyn Road which go as far as No 10. | need to speak with the home owners of
No’s 8 — 10 which I will do tomorrow as have only spoken to No’s 1 -7 previously. Also,
there are double yellow lines proposed for the corner adjacent to Betws Park. I will then send
the draft proposal along with any comments back to the Highways department.

2. The double yellow lines near No 23 Colonel Road still remain I will chase this up in the
next few days.

3. 1 would like to thank ClIr Phillips for the hours she has spent on preparing for the Mynydd
Y Betws Grant for the new inclusive roundabout at Maesquarre Playground. ClIr Phillips
informed members that the application has been submitted. Along with another application
for match funding for 20% of the costs which are £3,000 to Lottery Communities but this
application can take up to 12 weeks. The MYB panel are meeting on 17" November.
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4. The Family Centre had their AGM recently and | am Chair again. The centre supports
about 211 families and they attend here at Betws RFC every Monday morning for free. Their
Christmas party will be held here on 18" December 16:00 — 17:30. The group receive surplus
food from the Co-op.

The above report was NOTED by members.
County Councillor B Jones left the meeting at 19:29

5. To confirm and Sign the Minutes of the Monthly Meeting held on 11" October 2023 and
the Annual Meeting held on Wednesday 10t May 2023.

Councillor Morgan proposed and Councillor Williams seconded and resolved that the minutes of
the Council’s monthly meeting held on 11" October 2023 be accepted as a true record and
approved by all present.

Councillor Williams proposed and Councillor Allchurch seconded and resolved that the minutes
of the Council’'s annual meeting held on 10" May 2023 be accepted as a true record and
approved by all present.

6. Dyfed Powys Police Monthly Crime Figures for Betws
A total of 6 crimes for September 2023 in Betws broken down as follows:

2 — Anti Social Behaviour (ASB)

2 — Violence and Sexual Offences
1 — Criminal Damage and arson

1 - Drugs

The link for Betws ward below.

Betws | Police.uk (www.police.uk)

With regards to the question raised last month relating to the number of crimes and
were they carried over until resolved a reply has been received see below:

Good afternoon Angela

That’s a good question. I have just checked online and the issue does not appear to have been
resolved as of yet. | have also looked at the historic data on there for Betws and the figures
for Violent and Sexual offences are similar each month and tend to range at around 4 to a
high in February of 9.

Once a crime is recorded it would not carry over to the next month the figures are based
purely on recorded crimes once recorded each month it starts from 0 again and only the
crimes that happen in that time period would be included.

I’'m not 100% sure of how they calculate the offences but what I would say is that, take a
theft for arguments sake, a theft is a theft and a very specific offence so you would have to
have numerous thefts to have high figures of theft.

Whereby violent and Sexual offences cover a range of offence’s so all types of sexual

offences would be included, all assaults, any domestic assaults they would all be included if
that makes sense? As the data coming from those offences comes from a wider range of
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offences, | would expect to always see a higher number of violent and sexual offences on the

figures.

| have attempted to look into February figures and why there was 9 recorded and can see that
there was a high volume of domestic assaults recorded that month with some addresses
reporting more than 1 domestic the same month.

I hope this somewhat answers the question. If not please feel free to let me know as I’ve re
read it a few times and can’t think of a better way to write it.

lan 8178

a. Clerk Salary and Allowances and Invoices to be paid (see document below)

7. Payments/Donation Requests —

Payments Made in November 2023

MEETING/BACS | PAYEE DETAILS AMOUNT

REFERENCE

8/11/2023 point 7a | Angela Brown Clerks (as per Clerk
Salary/Allowances | Salary and Payroll
and office schedule)
expenses.

Section 112 Local
Government Act
1972 (as
amended)

LG(FP)A 1963 s5

8/11/2023 point 7a

HMRC

Payroll payments.

Section 112 Local
Government Act
1972 (as
amended)

(as per Clerk
Salary and Payroll
schedule)

8/11/2023 point 7a

Nest Pension paid
by Direct Debit

Payroll Pension
payments.

Section 112 Local
Government Act
1972 (as
amended)

(as per Clerk
Salary and Payroll
schedule)

8/11/2023 point 7a

Parks and Play

Supply of new
parts for the 2
playgrounds s
identified in the
Annual Inspection.
High and
Moderate Risk
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equipment
replacement costs.

Supply £564.00
replacement swing
chains for flat and
cradle seats at
Heol Y Felin
Playground.

Two new swing £330.00
support posts for

Maesquarre Total = £894.00
playground.
Public Health Act | Labour to be
1875, s.164 — invoiced on
Power to provide completion of
and manage work.
recreation
grounds.

8/11/2023 point 7a | Orchardweb Create new £35.00
minutes and

agenda pages for
2024 on website.
General Tidying.

Local Government
Act 1972 s.142

It was proposed by Councillor Phillips and seconded by Councillor Williams and agreed by all
present that the above payments are authorised and it was RESOLVED by all that the above be
paid.

b) Donation Requests —

)] Remembrance Service

a) Bugler - Proposed by CliIr Phillips that £75 be given and seconded by Clir
Morgan and agreed by all.

b) RBL — Wreaths — Proposed by ClIr Jones that £80 be given and seconded
by CliIr Allchurch and agreed by all.

i) Cemeteries
a) Capel Newydd -
b) Eglwys Dewi Sant —

It was proposed by Clir Jones that £200 be paid for each of the Cemeteries this
was seconded by Cllr Morgan and agreed by all.

It was RESOLVED that the clerk pay the above.

Clir Karen McMinn-Davies arrived at 19:50
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c) To Agree the Precept for 1 April 2024 — 31 March

All Councillors to read the documents by the next meeting and should they have any
guestions to contact the clerk.

This agenda item will be revisited and agreed at the next meeting in December.
8. Planning Applications —
The following applications were received:

PL/06628 45-51 Parc Penrhiw, Betws, Ammanford, SA18 2SP - Non-
Material Amendment to PL/04887 (Change on the type of insulated cladding.
Changing of the external facades from an insulated render finish to insulated
brick slips) which is in review awaiting a decision.

PL/06698 — 34 Betws Road, Betws, SA18 2HE - Variation of Condition 2 on
PL/03617 (Additional Design Alterations) Consultation period 19/10/2023 —
9/11/2023. (email sent 19/10/2023) — no objections

PL/06478 - Proposed minor amendments to the already approved application
E/39616 being the erection of a 3 bedroomed dormer bungalow with
associated amenity space, access and parking. Formation of access to
Colonel Road and reduction of height of boundary wall to 0.9m.(approved
under E/39616) - Land to the rear of 90 and 92 Colonel Road, Betws,
Ammanford, SA18 2HP - no objections

It was RESOLVED that the clerk contact planning with regard to the above.
The following applications were granted/refused/withdrawn:

PL/06628 45-51 Parc Penrhiw, Betws, Ammanford, SA18 2SP - Non-
Material Amendment — granted 12/10/2023

The above information was NOTED by members.

9. Correspondence/Matters for Information/Action (emails sent out to members)

a) Support to capture older people’s experiences of GP services. If you would
like to receive a hard copy by post, please contact us on 03442 640 670 or
ask@olderpeople.wales The survey will run until the end of November 2023 and
is for those aged 60 or over to complete. (email sent 19/10/2023)

b) Second Phase of Wales Air Ambulance Service Engagement to Take Place
in October (email sent 19/10/2023)

c) Carmarthen Area Committee 26.10.23 — virtual meeting at 18:30 (email sent
19/10/2023) — as per point 10h of minutes of meeting held 12 July 2023.

d) Invitation - Dyfed-Powys Police Headquarters Open Doors Events -
restricted to Councillors, MPs and MSs only. (email sent 19/10/2023)

e) Polling Districts and Polling Places Review — Carmarthenshire County Council
formal consultation which can be responded to by 9 November 2023 (email sent
19/10/2023)

f) Response to query sent regarding crime figures at point 6 on Minutes of
11/10/2023 full council meeting (email sent 19/10/2023)

g) Bevan Commission - survey and online event - online event on 7 November
2023 (email sent 19/10/2023)
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h) Vacancy -- Public Appointments Welsh Government (email sent
19/10/2023)

i) Celebrate 'Community Transport Week' within the sector (email sent
19/10/2023)

J) Actif Sports Awards - Nominations Open! (email sent 19/10/2023)

k) One Voice Wales OCTOBER, NOVEMBER & DECEMBER 2023 TRAINING
DATES (email sent 19/10/2023)

[) Information on RAAC in buildings - for Building Owners and Managers from
the Welsh Government (email sent 19/10/2023)

m) Review of democratic health in the community and town council
sector survey for the Welsh Government by 27 November 2023 (email
sent 19/10/2023)

n) Response received regarding point 14. a) i) from the meeting held on
Wednesday 11th October 2023. (email sent 19/10/2023)

0) DEWIS CYMRU a national directory which is paid for by all Local Authorities in
Wales. It is an amalgamation of several national directories,
DEWIS/Infoengine/NHS111 to bring information about services, groups and
organisations from Private, Voluntary Sector or Statutory Sector that can help
someone’s Health and Wellbeing. https://www.dewis.wales/ (email sent
19/10/2023)

p) Event - Brokering Peace in Communities at National Library of Wales on
Saturday 4/11/2023

g) Independent Remuneration Panel for Wales (IRPW) Draft Annual Report -
February 2024 — responses by 8 December 2023 (email sent 23/10/2023)

r) Growing Together Award for Friends of Betws (email sent 26/10/2023)

s) Advice and advocacy bodies list on our websitel Ombudsman Wales
(email sent 26/10/2023

t) Pride and Dignity Event 25th November from CCC (email sent
26/10/2023)

u) Time for me - Funded support for unpaid carers (email sent
26/10/2023)

v) Keep Wales Tidy - Webinars for LPfN (email sent 26/10/2023)

w) Duty to Publish Training Plans under the Local Government and
Elections (Wales) Act 2021 (email sent 26/10/2023) — training plan on
website needs updating as per point 13 on Minutes of meeting held on 11t
October 2023 and point 13 on Minutes of meeting held on 12" July 2023.

x) Carers Rights Day — a FREE Wellbeing & Information Day for unpaid
Carers in Carmarthenshire on 17" November at the National Botanic
Garden of Wales. (email sent 26/10/2023)

y) Community and Town Councils - Councillor Allowances -
Homeworking arrangements and consumables IRPW (email sent
1/11/2023) and accompanying letter — Councillors to provide the clerk
with their banking details at the next meeting so that payment can be
made by 31 March 2024.

z) Hywel Dda Engagement - Strategic Equality Plan 2024 — 2028 (email
sent 1/11/2023)

aa)lnformation from Utility Aid —re EV charging (email sent 1/11/2023) —
discussion regarding the change to electric vehicles and charging points
potential, to be discussed in the future.
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bb) OVW Training dates by module for January 2024 — feedback
requested (email sent 1/11/2023) — easier to read and see what is
available.

cc)Correspondence regarding Councillor Comley dispensation (email
sent to the Chair/Cllr Comley 26/10/2023) — ClIr Morgan offered
assistance to Cllr Comley regarding scanning his application and
forwarding to CCC.

The points above are all NOTED by members unless otherwise stated.

10.To approve the report from the Betws RFC annual lease check carried out by
both Councillor McMinn-Davies who did the document check and visual
checks carried out by Councillor Stacey. (see email sent to Peter 25/7/2023 ref
2 trailers and discarded items at rear of 2c Heol Y Felin)

Councillor McMinn-Davies informed members that the hard drive on her computer
had gone and had lost all her work. She will send a list of the documents that she
checked at Betws RFC to the clerk. The clerk is compiling a checklist for the next
RFC check due for January 2024. This was NOTED by members.

Councillor Dave Stacey arrived at 20:18

The clerk informed members that a letter had been sent to the owners asking them
to relocate their trailer from the car park. This was NOTED by members.

11. Feedback from Committees/Working Group/Outside Bodies (all minutes of the
Committee Meetings can be viewed on the Community Council Website
where the Full Council Meeting minutes are also available as per 26ZA (1) (2)
of Schedule 12 of the Local Government Act 1972 and section 55 (c) of Local
Government (Democracy) (Wales) Act 2013):

a) Recreation Ground Committee — update — Clir Phillips
i)Update regarding — MYB grant application — CllIr Phillips — discussed at point 4.3
above.
Betws Park —
ii) Update including the various emails received from the volunteer group —
CliIr Phillips — discussion regarding the emails it was RESOLVED that:
1.a. The map of the seating plan for the park will be sent to the Volunteers — Clir
Stacey has the map and will forward to the clerk to send out. The volunteer group
have secured a grant for £2,450.00 benches, seeds and shrubs from the Co-op
Community Fund to benefit Betws Park.
1.b. The Chair of the Recreation Ground Committee to send the clerk an email
regarding asking the volunteers for a breakdown of:
a. How much do they propose to be spent on the Benches bearing in mind that
some of the free spaces on the map need to be kept for potential future memorial
bench request from residents. Maybe one or two benches placed in the sunny
part of the park.
b. What quantity of seeds/plants and what type of plants and seeds do they
propose to be purchased and for which area within the park to enable Council to
approve prior to purchasing and planting.
¢. How much of the fund will they be holding for the next 12 — 18 months to
enable other consumable items/purchases of plants/seeds/equipment for the
areas within the park and the other essential costs relating to the running of the

group.
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2. Clerk to contact Wrenvale asking about whether they had re-seeded the
meadow area accidentally cut or were they going to provide the seed for area to
be re-seeded by the volunteers.

iii) Update of next step from last meeting at point 14 a) ii) — Cllr Derrick — not
present but Clir Stacey had completed a quotation based on his knowledge and
found that the group based on 20 members would cost £56 for the years public
liability cover. Cllr Stacey proposed that council authorise a spend of up to £65
for the Friends of Betws Public Liability Insurance for this year only. The group
need to consider setting their own budget to cover this cost annually although
they can make a request for a donation from Council which would be discussed
and reviewed annually if received. This was seconded by Clir Jones.

iv)Update regarding painting of Betws Park railings — Clir Comley — not
present at the meeting. The clerk informed members that she was waiting for
receipts regarding purchase of extra paint from Clir Comley.

v) Maesquarre and Heol Y Felin Playground —update — including Annual
Playground Inspection Reports if received — CliIr Phillips covered above in
point 4.3. The clerk informed members that the annual playground inspection
reports had been received but were too late for this meeting and will be placed on
the agenda for the next meeting in December for discussion regarding the
findings for both playgrounds.

b) Finance and Staffing Committee — Meeting agreed to be held on 22"
November 2023 the committee Chair Dave Stacey to send the clerk the agenda
for circulation as per regulations.

c) Defibrillator Project — update from Clirs Comley/Picouto — The clerk informed
members that she was waiting for the draft press release to be checked by Clir
Picouto.

d) Community Engagement and Events Committee — A working group will be set
up to arrange the turning on of the Christmas Tree lights in Betws Park — meeting
date to be confirmed by Clir Allchurch.

Wrenvale to procure a tree and install with the lights by the 15t week of December
clerk to contact to confirm agreed spend of £350 for set up/remove Christmas
tree and lights and tree purchase This was proposed by CliIr Stacey and
seconded by CliIr Phillips and agreed by all present.

CliIr Alichurch to look into getting mince pies etc.

ClIr Williams liaising with Betws Primary School to arrange carol signing around
the Christmas tree at the event.

Clir McMinn-Davies to inform the Family Centre of the event.

e) Toolkit working group - Review Standing Orders and Financial Regulations and
consider future reviews to take place once per election period and/or when updates are
received (see 14 June 2023 minutes point 9d Revised Standing Orders This was NOTED
by members and agreed that the working group would look at this along with the toolkit).
plus, 9a ref Good Councillor Guide to Employment 2023 to adopt? As only Noted in 14
June 2023 meeting. — this will be revisited and placed on the agenda for the
January 2024 meeting.

f) New Contracts for 1 April 2024 working group — update — Clir Phillips/Jones —
CliIr Jones informed members that he had compiled the first draft of the potential contract
in handwritten format and needed it typed up. The clerk will type up and liaise with Clir
Jones where necessary.

Discussion ensued regarding contracts and Cllr Morgan informing members that CCC are
drawing up new contracts for grass cutting and maintenance and that there are new
regulations regarding grass cutting including borders and frequency of cutting.

Next meeting is Wednesday 13" December 2023.
The meeting Closed at 21:33.
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