BETWS COMMUNITY COUNCIL

The monthly meeting of Betws Community Council was held as a Hybrid Meeting at Betws RFC
and virtually on Microsoft Teams on Wednesday 12" November 2025 at 7.00pm.

The meeting was held on a remote basis in accordance with the provisions of the Local Authorities
(Coronavirus) (Meetings) (Wales) Regulations 2020 and Local Government and Elections (Wales)
Act 2021.

Any member of the public who wishes to attend the meeting as a spectator or who has questions to
put to the Councillors should contact the Clerk for this to be able to take place and the correct
procedure to be followed.

PRESENT: Clir Dave Stacey (Chairperson), Carwyn James, James Derrick, Mike
Jones, Betsan Jones, Louise Waring and Karen McMinn-Davies.

County Councillor: Betsan Jones

Clerk: Miss Angela Brown

PCSO: not present

The meeting started at 19:15

1. Public Questions/Representations
None

2. a) Apologies and Vacancies
No apologies received

3. Declaration by Members of Personal and Prejudicial Interests
None

4. County Councillor Report

1. Update regarding the issues with a bin that had been missing/removed from
the Maesquarre Road end of the footpath 6/6 which leads to Colonel Road. It
has not been replaced to date — ongoing no response has been received to
the emails sent to date.

2. Regarding the proposed double yellow lines to be placed on the left-hand side
of the junction as you exit Colonel Road onto Betws Road. She informed
members that notices have not yet been placed near the area and will contact
the highways department to chase and enquire when the notices will be going
up — ongoing still no further forward — no correspondence received.

3. Update given about the information board in Betws Park that has the local
footpaths on — still ongoing County Councillor has sent a map that shows the
footpaths and bridleways for the area and suggested that a QR code is placed
on the information board. She has had confirmation that they can place the
QR code. Waiting for the proof to be sent in due course.
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4. There has been some flooding in the gardens of 3 properties in Treforis and
further down on Betws Road where a garden wall has been damaged from
the water pressure from the flooding.

5. ClIr Jones attended the Ammanford Remembrance Service on behalf of the
Council and placed the wreath — there were new hooks on the gate that
proved problematic for everyone. It was a nice service; the mayor was present
and the MP Ann Davies.

6. A question for the County Councillor came from Councillor Waring regarding
parents still stopping on the zig zag lines outside Betws Primary School. She
was advised to contact gosafe.org regarding this issue.

5. To confirm and Sign the Minutes of the Annual and Monthly Meetings held on 8" October
2025

Councillor James proposed, and Councillor B Jones seconded and resolved that the
minutes of the Council’s monthly meeting held on 8" October 2025 be accepted as a
true record and approved by all present.

6. Dyfed Powys Police Monthly Crime Figures for Betws
Crimes for September 2025 = 10

Anti-Social Behaviour = 4, Violence and Sexual Offences = 3, Drugs = 2, Burglary = 1
The link for Betws ward below.

Betws | Police.uk (www.police.uk)

The above figures were noted by members, October’s figures not available to date.
7. Payments/Donation Requests —

a. Clerk Salary and Allowances and Invoices to be paid (see document below)

Payments Made in November 2025

MEETING/BACS | PAYEE DETAILS AMOUNT
REFERENCE
12/11/2025 point | Angela Brown Clerks Salary/Allowances (as per Clerk
7a and office expenses. Salary and
Payroll
Section 112 Local schedule)
Government Act 1972 (as
amended)

LG(FP)A 1963 s5

12/11/2025 point | HMRC Payroll payments. (as per Clerk

7a Salary and
Section 112 Local Payroll
Government Act 1972 (as | schedule)
amended)
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12/11/2025 point | Pension Payroll Pension payments. | (as per Clerk

7a Salary and
Section 112 Local Payroll
Government Act 1972 (as | schedule)
amended)

It was proposed by Councillor James and seconded by Councillor Waring and agreed by all
present that the above payments are authorised, and it was RESOLVED that the above be paid.

b) Donation Requests —

i) Remembrance Day Service Wreaths donation to the Royal British
Legion — it was proposed by Clir James that £130 be donated this was
seconded by ClIr B Jones and agreed by all present.

ii) Veteran Bugler donation for Betws Park Remembrance Day Service
11/11/2025 — it was proposed by Cllir James that £100 be donated this
was seconded by Clir B Jones and agreed by all present.

iii) Wales Air Ambulance - Community Council Appeal 2025 (email sent
4/11/2025) — it was proposed by Clir James that £100 be donated this
was seconded by Clir Waring and agreed by all present.

iv) CCC Toy appeal 2025 (email sent 4/11/2025) — it was proposed by Clir
B Jones that £50 be donated this was seconded by Clir James and agreed by
all present.

It was RESOLVED that the above be paid.
c) Qtr 2 Finance update

After a short discussion the Qtr 2 Finance update was NOTED with thanks to
the clerk.

8. Planning Applications —
The following applications were received:

PL/10077 - Extension to storage shed and enlargement of external storage yard area (Re-
submission of Planning Application Ref No. PL/08804) - Penllech Fach, Cwm Felin Road,
Ammanford, SA18 2SG - Consultation 29/10/2025 — 19/11/2025

After a short discussion Council had no objections to the planning applications. The clerk to
inform CCC.

The following applications were granted/refused/withdrawn:

PL/10047 - A conservatory that was built within Permitted Development Rights in 2009 -
Lawful development: Existing use - 36 Parc Nant Y Felin, Ammanford, SA18 2JZ - CLEUD —
Approval 27/10/2025

The above applications were NOTED by members unless otherwise stated.

9. Correspondence/Matters for Information/Action (emails sent out to members)
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a) Premises Licence Application - McDonalds, Ammanford (CCC) (email sent
15/10/2025) — This application at a) and s) was discussed and it has been granted.
Informally lots of people are not happy. The County Councillor explained that she had
informed her colleagues on the many concerns/objections she had received along
with giving the reasons for them.

b) Chief Constable — Dyfed Powys Police (OPCC) (email sent 15/10/2025)

c¢) A Partnership Project Supporting Young People (OVW) (email sent 15/10/2025)

d) Share your views on what helps you to live a heathier life (HywelDda) (email
sent 15/10/2025)

e) Unclaimed Child Trust Funds for 14 - 23 year olds (Ammmanford Foodbank)
(email sent 15/10/2025)

f) Migration Myth Busting (CCC) (email sent 15/10/2025)

g) Land management survey for Town & Community Councils (CCC) (email sent
15/10/2025)

h) Carmarthenshire County Councils' new Coastal Adaptation Officer (CCC)
(email sent 15/10/2025)

i) Briefing Paper: Making Wales a nation of Age-Friendly Communities (OVW)
(email sent 15/10/2025)

j) University of South Wales - Shaping the Future of Public Services in Wales -
Community Events (OVW) (email sent 17/10/2025)

k) Reminder / AtgoffaFW: Joint One Voice Wales/SLCC Event — Wednesday 12
November 2025 (OVW) (email sent 17/10/2025)

1) 2025 Actif Carmarthenshire Sports Awards - 1 week to go! (CCC) (email sent
17/10/2025)

m) E Bulletin issue 11 (OVW) (email sent 17/10/2025)

n) IMPACT - Llais monthly newsletter October edition (email sent 20/10/2025)

o) PCC Bulletin (OPCC) (email sent 20/10/2025)

p) Notification of Application for a Licence: No.1 Bar & Distillery, Wind St,
Rhydaman/Ammanford. (CCC) (email sent 21/10/2025) - this was discussed briefly
but is not within Betws.

q) Ammanford Foodbank (email sent 21/10/2025)

r) A word of thanks (Urdd Gobaith Cymru) (email sent 22/10/2025) — this was
noted.

s) Premises Licence Application - McDonald's Ammanford Decision Notice (CCC)
(email sent 24/10/2025) — see a) above

t) Reminder - Section 6 Report Online Workshops (OVW) (email sent 29/10/2025)

u) Ystadau Cymru Conference 2025 - 6 November 2025 (OVW) (email sent
29/10/2025)

v) Transport for All "On the Go" (email sent 29/10/2025)

w) Measuring and Monitoring Democratic Health in Wales - Delphi Study Final
Round (OVW) (email sent 4/11/2025)

x) Town & Community Councils update (CCC) (email sent 4/11/2025)

y) Workshop - Local Resolution Protocol (OVW) (email sent 4/11/2025)

z) Welsh Government: Consultation on the changes to local government
elections rules in Wales (OVW) (email sent 4/11/2025)

aa) PCC Bulletin (OPCC) (email sent 4/11/2025)

bb)Practice Development Note 21 Annual Meetings (OVW) (sent 6/11/2025)

cc) Submission of the Draft Annual Remuneration Report 2026-27 (Democracy and
Boundary Commission Cymru) (email sent 7/11/2025)

dd)Application for road closure Maesquarre Road, Ammanford (Causeway
One.Network: 146532045) (CCC) (email sent 7/11/2025)

ee) Notification of Application for a Licence: 8 College Street, Ammanford (CCC)
(email sent 7/11/2025) — this was discussed briefly but is not within Betws.

ff) E BULLETIN ISSUE 12 (OVW) (email sent 7/11/2025)
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gg) AA Foodbank enquiry regarding confirming the process of gaining
grant/donation from the Community Council — clerk to respond.

Councillor McMinn-Davies joined the meeting online at 19:53.
The points above are all NOTED by members unless otherwise stated.

Clir Stacey has noted again that he will assist Councillors B Jones and James in
setting up their new account.

10.To consider a motion to exclude the public and members of the press with
regards to matters in point 12 due to the confidential nature under Public
Bodies (Admission to Meetings) 1960, s.1 (2) and Local Government Act 1972,
s. 100 (2)

11. Exempt Matters —

a) Betws RFC and Land issue at Heol Y Felin (if any correspondence
received) (22/9/2025 and 26/92025) — The clerk updated Clir M Jones as he
had not been present in the meeting when the last update was given.

b) Betws RFC — (if any correspondence received) — update given by Emyr
Morgan when he opened up the RFC for the meeting - the lift still hasn’t been
serviced and the repairs on the emergency exit stairs remain outstanding
although they have had a welder to look at what is required.

¢) Annual Lease check for 2024/2025 to be completed — Dave and Emyr

completed on Saturday 15 February 2025. To Do - Dave - Report required to
be sent to the Clerk and Insurance to check. Issues lift certificate required for
the 6 monthly checks and emergency exit stairs need repair 2/3rds of the way
up. Email sent to Emyr 14/7/25 suggesting he contact CCC as there is a lift in
Ammanford Library and they could use the same contractor to check their lift
every 6 months. Waiting for an update regarding the issues from Betws RFC
Committee email sent (3/9/2025) — See b) above. Clir Stacey has received the
Insurance Certificate and will forward to the clerk.

12. Feedback from Committees/Working Group/Outside Bodies (all minutes of the
Committee Meetings can be viewed on the Community Council Website where
the Full Council Meeting minutes are also available):

a) Recreation Ground Committee — Clir M Jones asked if the park maintenance
plan had been completed — CliIr Stacey to send the plan to Clir M Jones, about
the Recreation Ground Committee meeting minutes and the S6 Biodiversity
report which needs to be published in December as he has not been at the last
few meetings.

b) Betws Park —

i) Update - Betws Park railings — Clir Comley if any changes — ongoing — ClIr
Comley not present this evening.

ii) Update — Simple Metal structure in Nature area (email sent 19/2/2025) reply
regarding its construction (email sent 19/3/2025, 21/3/2025)(4/4/2025)
(12/4/2025) — not installed to date.

iii) Update - Missing trees from central avenue Betws park/ (Betws Park
Volunteers)(email sent 13/1/2025) — Clir Jones — email sent 15/7/2025 to Hilliers
regarding delivery of 2 x 45Itr trees Hornbeam and Lime date TBC to Wrenvale
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— Trees x 3 have been delivered and they have been planted. Clerk to send thank
you to Hilliers.

iv) Update regarding site meeting 16/6/2025 regarding the Betws Park
Information board (seen previously under correspondence Fw: 250514 —

Sign enquiry | Betws Park Information board (email sent 23/5/2025) — see
County Councillors Report at point 4.3.

v) Review suggestion of a Memorial Stone for BP by Major Ken Burton
discussed in June/July meetings - Memorial Garden quotes received from Clir
McMinn-Davies regarding cost of a proposed new commemorative plaque as
per point 1 in the meeting held on Wednesday 11" June 2025 and 13. b. point 7.
In the meeting held on Wednesday 9™ July 2025. List of names received and
sent to Clirs — Clir Comley was not present at this meeting to give an update on this.

Correspondence received

1. Honey fungus in Betws Park (email sent 22/10/2025) — The Council sought
advice from 2 different sources and have been informed that it does not pose a
publice safety risk. This will be monitored by the contractor.

¢) Maesquarre and Heol Y Felin Playground — update

i) Fortnightly Playground Inspection Reports — Clirs Comely and
Derrick to commence from 15t April 2025 as contractor has retired — —
Clerk is waiting for the fortnightly reports, the checks have been done but
the paperwork is required to be sent to the clerk on email as agreed in
previous meetings.

ii) Update on Inclusive Roundabout — issues with installation
(emails sent 2/6/2025, 3/6/2025, 17/6/2025 + 10/7/2025, 18/7/2025) — update
from ClIr Stacey — John from Sutcliffe met Dave at the playground and told
him that he would fix the roundabout and phone Dave once it was done. The
upshot is that when checked it remains to be faulty.

After discussion another email will be sent to the Company and Clir Comley
will meet John when he visits the site next. As the roundabout has a latent
defect and is not fit for purpose.

iii) Heol Y Felin wet pour issues — quotes for repair and renewal as per site
meeting on 9/7/2025. — Emroch quotes for repair and renewal. Clir Derrick
doing repairs — update — more quotes are required — Clerk to contact DG Heath
regarding artificial grass quotes and ask if they can recommend any local
installers. Waiting for quotes to come in.

iv) Chain link fencing along Colonel Road requires fixing as sagging — ClIr
M Jones — to be actioned as per point 13. c) correspondence received point iii)
at meeting of 9" July 2025 — update from Clir Comley — ClIr Derrick informed
council that it only needs to be tensioned correctly.

CliIr Derrick asked Council where they would like the Bench that was removed
from outside of Heol Y Felin Playground as youths were using it to step up onto
the chain link fencing and this is why it has sagged which will cost the Council to
repair.

After a short discussion it was decided that the bench will be relocated to within
the Heol Y Felin playground area.

Correspondence received
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i) RPIl Survey 2025 — Clir Comley (RPII) (email sent 21/10/2025) not present to
update.

d) Finance and Staffing Committee — Clir James — asked about the Precept
forms, the clerk informed members that she was waiting on CCC to send out.

e) Community Engagement and Events Committee — ClIr Stacey — feedback
from the Remembrance Day Service in Ammanford and Betws Park the events
went well and everyone was thanked for their attendance.

Discussion ensued regarding the Christmas Lighting event which takes place in
Betws Park at 5pm on Wednesday 3™ December. Clerk to put and advert in the
SW Guardian and Gloman.

The clerk has asked the contractor to erect the tree week before event.

The stand for the light has broken, ClIr Derrick will make a clamp so that it can be
used.

1 set of lights not working and 2 are. CliIr Stacey has all the lights, and the
contractor is to contact him to arrange collection when the tree goes up, clerk to
inform contractor of the above.

The Volunteer Group requested 250 daffodils for the children to plant in Betws
Park this was agreed by members. Clerk to ask the contractor to supply and
invoice the cost of the bulbs to the Council and give to the Volunteer Group.

Karen McMinn-Davies leaves the meeting at 20:50

Discussion regarding ClIr Derrick who has been informed that Ammanford Town
Council hold some items from the Betws Community from their WI group and a
Tapestry etc. Clir Waring will speak with Betws Primary school about the items as
they may be of interest to them or a local historical society.

f) Toolkit working group - work in progress - Clir Stacey

Next meeting Wednesday 10" December 2025 at 19:00.
The meeting Closed at 21:00
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