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BETWS COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
 
The monthly meeting of Betws Community Council was held virtually on Starleaf on Wednesday the 
13th October 2021 at 7.00 pm.  
The meeting was held on a remote basis in accordance with the provisions of the Local Authorities 
(Coronavirus) (Meetings) (Wales) Regulations 2020. 
Any member of the public who wishes to attend the meeting as a spectator or who has questions to 
put to the Councillors should contact the Clerk in order for this to be able to take place and the 
correct procedure to be followed. 
 

PRESENT: Cllrs. Picouto (Chairperson), Cllrs Williams, Lewis, Phillips, Richards, B 
Jones, M Jones, Comley, Stacey and Megrath. 
 

County Councillor: Betsan Jones 
 
Clerk: Miss Angela Brown  
 
Member of the Public Present: None 
 
1. Apologies 

 
Cllr L Jones, Cllr Price. 
 

2. Declaration by Members of Personal and Prejudicial Interests 
 

a. Cllr B Jones as she is both a Community Councillor and County Councillor regarding 
any discussions about Betws Park and Maesquarre Playground as they are leased 
from Carmarthenshire County Council. 

 
b. Cllr Comley declared an interest in 7b as he is the Secretary of Betws RFC.  

 
3. a) To confirm and Sign the Minutes of the Monthly Meeting Held on Wednesday 22nd 

September 2021  
 
Councillor B Jones proposed and Councillor Richards seconded and resolved that the minutes 
of the previous Council monthly meeting be accepted as a true record. 
 

4. County Councillor Report 
 

a. County Councillor B Jones updated members that she had attended a full County Council 
meeting and that the Leader of the Council stated that there was a crisis in Social Care 
with recruitment and keeping staff since the pandemic. This is a national crisis. 
Carmarthenshire County Council will be conducting a recruitment drive, improve pay and 
working conditions of social care staff, this has all been agreed with the Welsh 
Government. 

b. With regard to 4e from the September meeting – Flu jabs will not be given together with 
the coronavirus booster as the booster is likely to be Pfizer and due to the low 
temperatures that this vaccine requires the boosters will be given by the various centres 
that have been set up around the county. If members of the Community are sent to centres 
out of the county they are to attend their nearest centre as it seems some clerical errors 
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have been made with regards to some people being sent a considerable distance to 
obtain their vaccination. Hywel Dda have apologised for this error. 

c. With regards to 4b from September an email has been circulated to members. 
d. With regards to concerns raised in September’s meeting about the picnic area above 

Scotch Pine where she informed members that she had visited the area and seen the 
plaques and memorabilia at the site which have plaques going back 8-9 years and the 
area seems to be being turned into a Memorial area. She informed members that she is 
currently on the case finding out who owns the land and will feedback more information 
as it is gained. 
 

5. a) CCTV at Heol Y Felin update and consider proposal from Business Owner to make a 
suitable donation – suggestion required on the appropriate amount of the donation. 

 
The Clerk informed members that she had spoken with the Business Owner who is 
happy to take over the running of the CCTV system and the associated legalities 
along with the contract with the CCTV company that currently services the system.  
 
A discussion ensued with regards to a suitable donation it was proposed by Cllr M 
Jones that a £100 donation be requested which would be given to the Community 
via Christmas event for the children of the village. This was seconded by Cllr Phillips 
and agreed by all present. 

 
6. Payments/Donation Requests/Audit 

 
a. Clerk Salary and Allowances and Invoices to be paid (see document below) 

 

Payments Made in October 2021 

MEETING/BACS 

REFERENCE 

PAYEE DETAILS AMOUNT 

13/10/2021  6a Angela Brown Clerks 

Salary/Allowances 

and office expenses 

 

Section 112 Local 

Government Act 

1972 (as amended) 

(as per Clerk Salary 

and Payroll 

schedule) 

13/10/2021 6a HMRC Payroll payments for 

September 2021 

 

Section 112 Local 

Government Act 

1972 (as amended) 

(as per Clerk Salary 

and Payroll 

schedule) 

13/10/2021 6a Nest Pension paid by 

Direct Debit 

Payroll Pension 

payments for 

September 2021 

 

Section 112 Local 

Government Act 

1972 (as amended) 

(as per Clerk Salary 

and Payroll 

schedule) 
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13/10/2021 6a Parks and Play Qtr 2 

for Maesquarre and 

Heol Y Felin 

playgrounds 

Playgrounds 

Equipment safety 

checks/repairs and 

maintenance 

 

Public Health Act 

1875, s.164 – Power 

to provide and 

manage recreation 

grounds. 

£286.00 HYF            

£286.00 M                 

£540.00 Repairs @ 

M 

=       £1112.00 

VAT £  222.40 

Total £1334.40 

13/10/2021 6a Wrenvale Qtr 2 

Betws Park 

Maintenance and 

general upkeep of 

Betws Park (as per 

management plan) 

 

Public Health Act 

1875, s.164 – Power 

to provide and 

manage recreation 

grounds. 

         £3465.00                   

VAT £  693.00 

Total £4158.00 

13/10/2021 6a Wrenvale Qtr 2 

Maesquarre 

Maintenance and 

general upkeep of 

Maesquarre 

Playground (as per 

management plan) 

 

Public Health Act 

1875, s.164 – Power 

to provide and 

manage recreation 

grounds. 

          £490.00           

VAT  £  98.00 

Total  £588.00 

13/10/2021 6a Wrenvale Qtr 2 Heol 

Y Felin 

Maintenance and 

general upkeep of 

Heol Y Felin 

Playground and 

Green (as per 

management plan) 

 

Public Health Act 

1875, s.164 – Power 

to provide and 

manage recreation 

grounds. 

           £370.00          

VAT   £  74.00 

Total   £444.00 

 

RESOLVED the Clerk pay the above. 
 

b. Donation Request (see above ref CCTV at point 5 and a donation request below 
regarding Wreaths for the annual Remembrance Service to be discussed at point 8. 
It was proposed by Cllr M Jones that a £100 donation be given this year as it is a 100-
year anniversary for the British Legion plus the cost of the wreaths which the clerk 
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will enquire as to the cost of the 2 wreaths. This was seconded by Cllr Williams and 
all members voted for the proposal. 
 
RESOLVED the Clerk pay the above. 
 

c. Audit – the clerk informed members that notices had been placed on the website 
and noticeboard in Betws Park informing that the Wales Audit Office had not 
completed the audit process by 30 Sep 2021.  

 
7. To consider a proposal by Cllr Williams whether: 

 
a) Members of Betws Community Council organize Father Christmas for the benefit 

of the children of the Community this year. 
 
Cllr Picouto informed members that Betws Primary School will be having a Father 
Christmas event in the school this year as the usual concert/carol singing is not allowed 
due to the coronavirus. There are high instances of the virus within schools and suggested 
that Betws Community Council do not encourage the virus to spread and he proposed 
that it was left for this year but that it could become an annual event moving forward.  Cllr 
Picouto informed members that the event at the school does not involve Betws 
Community Council. 
 
Cllr Williams will be involved with the Christmas event at the school in his personal 
capacity as he wants to give back to the community. 
 

b) To enquire with Betws Rugby Club if they would agree for their venue to be used 
to allow a Father Christmas for the benefit of the children of the Community this 
year. 
 
After a long discussion it was proposed by Cllr Comley that Betws RFC organise a second 
Father Christmas event for the children of the village as not all the children of the village 
attend Betws Primary School.  
 
Councillors Phillips and Williams have offered to assist.  
 
Cllr B Jones informed members that Betws Family Centre are not organising a Christmas 
Party this year due to coronavirus. 
 
Cllr M Jones suggested that in order that this is taken forward Betws RFC would need to 
understand the numbers of children involved as the costs of providing gifts for each child 
attending will need to be determined.  
 
Cllr Comley made a second proposal that once costings were determined that a request 
for a donation be made to Betws Community Council by Betws RFC to help fund the 
second Christmas event. 
Councillor Williams seconded the proposal as well as suggesting that the event could be 
held on 2 separate nights if there were high numbers. The proposal was agreed by all 
members present. 
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8. To consider whether a Remembrance Service is to be held in Betws Park on Thursday 
11th November 2021. 
 
A discussion ensued as the late Mr John previously conducted the service, Cllr Lewis suggested 
Nick Barroccu is contacted who would say the prayer and the Chair would take the service. The 
Chair informed members that he was unable to conduct the service due to personal 
commitments. It was proposed by Cllr Richards that County Councillor B Jones take the place 
of the Chair as she was bilingual, she accepted and was prepared to contribute to the service 
and will work with Cllrs Lewis, Price and Richards as they are experienced in attending this 
service and have a script to ensure it runs as normal.  
 
Cllr Richards gave a quick run down of what happens stating “It is pertinent that we do 
acknowledge the day in the local park”. The service takes about 20 minutes in total, 2 people 
read, and a prayer is read by the ordained person and a bugler attends. 
 
It was RESOLVED that the Clerk contact Nick Barroccu, the bugler to ask if they are able to 
attend the service on Thursday 11th November 2021. That the Clerk contact the local 
Ambulance/Fire/Police service and political party members and invite them to attend the service. 
That the Clerk place a notice in the South Wales Guardian publicising the Remembrance 
Service. 
 

9. Dyfed Powys Police Monthly Crime Figures for Betws. 
 
September 2021 
 
Assault – 3 
Theft – 2 
Harassment – 2 
Malicious Communications - 1 
 

10. Feedback from Recreation Ground Committee: 
 
The Clerk informed members that a repair to a bench in Heol Y Felin Playground was required 
as it had a missing plastic leg on the right-hand side of the bench – members agreed that the 
repair is actioned. 
 
At Maesquarre Playground the double springer top duck frame had been removed due to 
vandalism, only bottom platform remains. 

 
1. Progress of Betws Park Regeneration Project – Cllr M Jones 

 
Members were informed that the pre-application for Betws Park regeneration project 
had been submitted on 29th September 2021 and that a reply regarding making 
suggested changes to the application were given. The next step is to amend the 
application as advised and submit full application.  
 
Cllr M Jones has been in contact with Isabel Macho Carmarthenshire County Council’s 
biodiversity officer with regard to obtaining advice on improvements that can be made 
within the park. He had also been in contact with the local RSPB officer. 
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Cllr Picouto informed members that the Acting Head at Betws School would be happy 
for the children to help with nest boxes and hedgehog houses being placed within the 
park. Also, that the LEA had applauded the schools involvement in a local project, for 
pioneering the collaboration between school and the community council.  
 

2. Review the recreation grounds using the programme of work – Cllr M Jones 
 
Cllr M Jones informed members that the contractor has mowed as instructed however 
the simple work has been left undone i.e., clearing litter, tidying up beds this has been 
done by the Volunteer Group Friends of Betws Park. Cllr Williams informed members 
that over last couple of weeks the Volunteer Group have been clearing the paths and 
steps of leaves, however the contractor should be concentrating on the paths and 
removing the moss as it is a H&S issue.  
 
A discussion ensued with Cllr Lewis stating that I thought the contractor only did the 
mowing, planting the flowers and litter picked. The Clerk informed members that the 
previous contract was a letter that stated the above 3 tasks. The new 
contracts/quotations were based on the Programme of Work document and that this 
should be adhered to by the contractor. It was based on how Carmarthenshire County 
Council looked after the park. There is more to looking after the park than the 3 tasks 
mentioned above. Cllr M Jones informed members that once the Betws Park 
Regeneration project was realised then a change in the mowing practices within the 
park will be required which will be discussed at a future date along with any other 
contract variation, he will review the document and improve it for future tenders/or 
variation of contracts as this is his area of expertise. This will be done by the 
Recreation Committee who will give their recommendations to Full Council in due 
course. 
 
Cllr M Jones informed members that the Incredible Edible group have been given an 
area to place their Foraging Plants like strawberries, mint etc along the railings on Park 
Street opposite the entrance to the Industrial Site. 
 

3. Update – request from Capel Newydd Nursery to plant an Oak in Betws Park to 
celebrate 50 years – revisit has the site been decided/type of oak – Cllr M Jones 
 
Cllr M Jones informed members that the Welsh Oak suggested in the last meeting is 
a Sessile Oak this information was gained from the Parks contractor where prices of 
the trees were also discussed with a 75mm oak costing £100 +. 
 
The Nursery want a 3-5 year old oak so that it can grow with the children and they can 
watch it grow and return in 50 years time with their families to see it. 
 
The contractor suggested 3 areas: 
a) On the open green area.  
b) Along the path leading from the main Pentwyn Steps to the avenue of trees which 

line the main path from the entrance gates as along there is a tree stump and a 
gap and the tree would fit nicely there with space to grow. 

c) The other end of the green area where there are other trees. 
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d) Cllr Williams suggested putting it somewhere within the old tennis court area when 
the regeneration project is commenced however the Nursery want the tree planted 
this year so that it can grow with the children. 

 
It was proposed by Cllr M Jones that the Sessile Oak is placed at location b) above 
and that he raises an order with the Contractor for a 3 – 5 year sapling plus a tree 
guard and stake. Cllr Picouto seconded this and all members present voted and 
agreed on this. 
 

4. Update Sec 106 Projects for the application – Cllr M Jones 
 
Cllr B Jones informed members that the process is not very clear and that County 
Councillors find the process confusing. She will discuss this with a member of the 
bureau on 27th October. At the moment there is only £14,706 in the Section 106 pot 
which is earmarked for affordable housing with nothing else for other areas available. 
 
Cllr Picouto asked the Clerk if she had actioned the suggestions in the email sent to 
her on 13 September 2021 regarding Section 106. The Clerk responded by saying 
that an email was sent to the Recreation Committee asking for the relevant information 
regarding what projects were to be submitted and their costings. The Clerk also 
attached a copy of the form, the Chair was also copied into this email trail. The Chair 
informed members that there are 40 items/issues that need to be dealt with from a list 
that has been provided by the Clerk. 
 
Councillor Williams suggested that the Councillors get together a list of ideas and 
costings and Cllr M Jones agreed that a ‘wish list’ needed to be compiled. 
 
It was proposed by Cllr Picouto that the Clerk re-issue the emails and Councillors 
provide a list of proposed projects along with costings. This was seconded by Cllr 
Williams and agreed by all members present. 
 
RESOLVED the Clerk to re-issue the above emails to the Recreation Committee and 
members to provide a list of proposed projects along with costings in order that they 
can be prioritised and be entered onto the Section 106 applications. There are 2 
planning applications so far. 
  

5. Update regarding the Christmas tree and the installation of the lights by SSE – 
Cllr M Jones 
 
Cllr M Jones informed members that the tree is dead and that there are 6 options to 
be considered: 
1. The tree is dead but still put the Christmas lights on it. 
2. Put the Christmas Lights onto the conifer identified by Cllrs Lewis and Price which 

is situated behind the dead tree, this tree is 10-12 ft larger than the dead one so 
the lights may well be sparse. 

3. Link in with Ammanford Town Council. 
4. Purchase a stylised Christmas Tree. 
5. Purchase a fresh Christmas Tree costing £15/ft plus £10 for delivery where a hole 

will need to be dug and a pipe set in to hold the tree in the ground. 
6. Do nothing. 
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A discussion ensued where different options were considered including a suggestion 
by the Clerk of the possibility of purchasing Solar Christmas lights in the future which 
would reduce the annual costs which have doubled as discussed in the September 
meeting.  
 
At 20:52 the Clerk informed members that they would need to suspend standing 
orders if they wished to continue as there were a number of items on the Agenda to 
still be discussed. 
 
It was proposed by Cllr Williams and Seconded by Cllr Picouto that they assess the 
suitability of the tree behind the dead one and that the Clerk contact SSE to attend for 
a site visit. 
 
RESOLVED the Clerk arrange a site visit and Cllrs Williams and M Jones will attend. 
 

6. Progress of Maesquarre MYB Grant Application update – Cllrs Phillips and B 
Jones 
 
Cllr B Jones informed members that the application had been submitted and that there 
would be a decision-making meeting on 27th October and she would feedback the 
results at the next meeting. 
 

7. Update – Victorian Summerhouse to be enclosed – awaiting costings from Cllr 
Comley for the work and material required. 
 
A discussion ensued with some miscommunication being highlighted however TRJ will 
be making the doors out of sheet metal and will fit the doors with the costs being met 
by them. Cllr Williams informed members that TRJ will do as the Clerk suggested and 
compile a plan of the front to preserve the Arch so that the Landlords (Carmarthenshire 
County Council) can be informed of the proposed changes and permission to do the 
task can be gained. 
 
There is so much anti-social behaviour in the area within the Victorian Summerhouse 
form misuse of prohibited substances, vandalism/graffiti, it is used as a public 
convenience and sexual acts are being performed within.  
 
Cllr Richards stated that there is no other shelter available for the youths, however Cllr 
Picouto informed members that when he had a discussion with some youths that they 
would not use the Summerhouse as it was too unfriendly and they did not want to be 
associated with the anti-social behaviour that occurs there. 
 
Cllr Picouto proposed that a grant/funding via Section 106 be sought for a shelter for 
the youth that can be sited within the park. This was seconded by Cllr Richards and 
agreed by all members present. 
At 21:12 the Clerk informed members that they needed to suspend standing orders 
which was not actioned earlier or close the meeting. All members present voted on 
suspending standing orders and to continue with the meeting. It was RESOLVED by 
members that Standing Orders be suspended in order to complete business. 
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8. Update ref Defibrillator – Cllr Picouto 

 
Cllr Picouto informed members that he and Cllr Comley had been working together 
and had had a meeting with the Ambulance Service where the different types of 
defibrillators were discussed. The newer models are cheaper to run.  
 
The only defibrillator is at Betws RFC and Cllr Picouto proposed a triangle of 
defibrillators being made available in the first instance with a further 2 being added in 
due course making the total available within the various areas of the village 5. The 
additional 2 will hope to be sited in the Scotch Pine area of the village and in the area 
of Treforis/Parc Penrhiw which leads towards Garnswllt. Cllr Picouto asked Cllr Lewis 
if she could assist with finding a location near Scotch Pine/Garnswllt. 
 
The 2 new sites have been identified as Betws Primary School and Ty Coch which 
has a car park/compound. The funding for the defibrillators is being sought by the Cllrs. 
 
Cllr Phillips informed members that a property in Ffordd Y Glowyr has a defibrillator 
which is registered however is only available when the homeowner is in residence. 
Cllr M Jones informed members that the business near Maesquarre playground in 
Ffordd Y Glowyr could be a potential site for a defibrillator too. 
 
Cllr Comley informed members that new defibrillators now cost £800 and the new 
batteries cost £20. This is much cheaper than the costs of the original ones such as 
the one that is at Betws RFC. 
 
Cllrs Picouto and Comley will give an update in future meetings to inform members of 
the progress of this project that they are working on. 
 

9. H&S concern regarding stone wall in Remembrance Garden – Cllr Picouto 
 

Cllr Picouto informed members that he had received a complaint from Cllr Price 
regarding the H&S of a newly constructed stone wall within the Remembrance Garden. 
 
Cllr Picouto asked members whether or not it was a H&S concern/hazard and if it is 
and issue can it be made safe? 
 
A discussion ensued. 
 
Cllr Williams informed members that the reason the stones were placed in the area of 
the garden was because cyclists were riding onto the flower beds and the earth was 
falling away onto the path which was causing a slip hazard. The stones that have been 
placed are there to keep the earth in. 
 
Cllr M Jones informed members that the stone wall is 12” in height, the stones which 
are only 2 stones high have been placed securely/bedded in with earth and racked 
backwards, the installation took away another H&S issue of the earth making the 
pathway unsafe. 
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Cllr Picouto asked the Recreation Committee if their consensus was that the stone 
wall was safe to which they all agreed that it was. Cllr Picouto stated that he was sure 
the observations by Cllr Price were honourable and that the concern was not made to 
score points against anyone involved in the project. Cllr Picouto further stated that you 
don’t have to like each other to work together. The area has been risk assessed by 
the Recreation Committee the issue has been considered and there is no concern with 
the 12” stone wall. 

 
11. Correspondence 

a. Independant Remuneration Panel for Wales draft Annual Report Consultation – 
February 2022, consultation ends 26 November 2021 (email sent 5/10/2021) 
 

This was NOTED by members. 
 

b. Queens Platinum Jubilee Beacons 2 June 2022 (email sent 5/10/2021)  
 

This was NOTED by members and the Community and Events Committee are to look 
into this as Betws Mountain is part of the ward. 
 

c. Carmarthenshire County Council Notification/Town and Community- 
Homeowners Protection (email sent 5/10/2021)  
 

This was NOTED by members. 
 

d. Concerns received from Cllr Lewis regarding misbehaviour in Maesquarre area 
– Cllr Picouto 

 

Cllr Picouto informed members that contact details of the person making the 
complaint needs to be gained so that the person can be updated on the 
progress/outcome. Their details will be kept confidential and not minuted. 
 
Cllr Lewis informed members that the incident had been reported to the police 
as it was not Betws children who were misbehaving but children from Tir Y 
Dail/Bonllwyn. 
 
Cllr B Jones will bring the issue up in the PACT meeting. 
 
At 21:51 Cllr Stacey proposed that the meeting does not go beyond 22:00hrs 
and that he would email councillors his proposal regarding points 13 and 
regarding point 14 below if Councillors had any amendments or suggestions 
to email him. The Clerk informed members that there were no planning 
applications that needed considering. 
 

12. Planning Applications and S106 
 

None. 
 

13. Hybrid Meetings – members to consider for expressions of interest either remain as is or 
move to Hybrid format in the next 6 months with the costs involved TBC – Cllr Stacey 

14. Terms of Reference (previously discussed in July 2021 meeting) – Cllr Stacey. 
 
  All members agreed with Cllr Stacey’s suggestion. 
The meeting Closed at 21:58.  


