
Minutes of a meeting of Betws Communtiy Council, held at Betws Rugby Club and 

online on 12th Oct 2022 

 

Present:  D Stacey (Chair), M Jones, P Allchurch, C James, M Williams, K Mcminn-Davies, 

P Comley,  

 

AGENDA 

 

1. Status of the meeting 

 

The Chair summarised the concerns raised by the Clerk about this meeting. Namely that due 

to the delay in providing the minutes to the previous meeting (when minutes had been 

provided by Cllr Stacey due to the Clerks absence) not enough time had been provided to 

comply with the legislation associated with council meetings. However, his view was that 

there was much needing to be discussed, and so the meeting should continue, with any 

decisions being referred to an emergency meeting for ratification. The agenda for this 

meeting will be based on the remaining items from the meeting held on Sept 28th 

This was unianimous agreed 

Action - Clerk to arrange a meeting in line with legislation to allow decisions from this 

meeting to be ratified.  

 

 

2. Public Questions/Representations 

 

None received - see above 

 

3. Apologies (to be given to the Clerk prior to the meeting). 

 

Angela Brown (Clerk), Jose Picouto, Lywen Phillips, Betsan Jones 

 

It was noted that the Clerk had informed  council that a failure to attend meetings for six 

months would result in their removal from the council.  

A discussion followed, and it was noted that  the Local Govt Act allows councillors to send 

apologies to meetings.  

It was proposed that moving forward the council would adopt the view that only councillors 

who failed to send apologies to meetings for six month would be removed from the council.  

 

Proposed Mike Jones, Seconded Andrew Williams - approved unanimously 

 

It was also noted that council would like to ask the Clerk to add items such as this to future 

agenda, rather than sending lengthy emails. This will assist with time management, . 

 

 

 

 

4. Dyfed Powys Police Monthly Crime Figures for Betws for Setpember.  

 

There were none received to report. We will ask to Sept figures in the Nov meeting.  



 

A discussion followed about the letter that was sent earlier in the year following a discussion 

about lack of policing resource.  

Action - Clerk to forward a copy of the message sent to PCC earlier in the year to councillors 

for information, along with any reply received.  

 

 

 

5 To receive disclosures of of Personal and Prejudicial Interests from Councillors on 

matters to be considered at the meeting. 

 

Peter Comley - Trustee of Betws Rugby Club 

It was noted that Peter has submitted his dispensation to the County Council. 

 

 

6. Confirm and sign the minutes of the Monthly Meeting held on 28th Sept 

 

Updates were made throughout the meeting, and additional copies will be issues. .  

 

A query had come from the correction to the minutes from the Clerk with regard to the cost 

of the transfer of her pension to the local government pension school. This was revisited by 

councillors who have raised additional questions with regard to the cost of the calculations 

relating to the transfer of the pension (£1000 quoted).  

 

Concerns were raised about the clarity of the minute, and the costs associated with this 

change. 

 

Proposed - An overview of costs to the council of the change to the pension scheme to be 

brought to the November meeting, along with a copy of the report from the acutuary 

 

Proposed - The cost charged to Betws Communuty Council by Carmarthenthen County 

Coucil should be referred to Cllr Betsan Jones to discuss with colleagues at the county 

council.  

 

Proposed by Karen McMinn Davies, Seconded - Andrew Williams. Approved unanimously 

 

 

7. County Councillor Report. 

 

No report this month as it was delivered two weeks ago 

 

 

8. Payments/Invoices Received/Donation Requests/Received 

 

a)VAT/Invoices/receipts for Betws Park Project 

 

Approved in the last meeting 

 



b)Betws RFC rent payment due 25 September 2022 

 

It was agreed that Cllr Comley could provide an update to the council. 

 

Cllr Comley outlined rapidly rising energy costs and a rising pattern of clubs folding across 

South Wales, leading to reduced income as games are cancelled. 

The club need to resolve the issue with the lease as soon as possible in order to be eligible 

from grant.  

Peter has met with representatives from the landowner and we are now in a position to 

complete the transfer of the land.  

 

 

Councillors noted that Betws Rugby Club were providing a tremendous service to the local 

community including free use for a wide range of community groups. 

 

A query was noted by C James about a renegotion of the rent down to £500 in 2017. He 

does not recall this being a temporary measure, however council accepted that records from 

this time pre-date the current clerk and the rest of the council.  

 

Agreed for building inspection to take place after 22nd November to allow new insurance 

policies to be updated . 

 

It was propsosed that no payment for current rent owed is sought until such time as the 

lease is resolved. Council will revisit the rent charges at that point.  

 

Proposed - Mike Jones, Seconded - Carwyn James 

Unianimously approved 

 

 

c) Quotes for tree felling as per Tree Survey Reports 

 

A discussion followed about the very different values of quotes received for this work.  

 

It was proposed by Mike Jones and second by Carwyn James that 

Council approve the lower offer of £600 with the following conditions: 

A date for the work is provided to the council, so members can attend 

The park is left in a tidy condition at the end of the work.  

Payment is subject to councils approval of the above.  

 

Additional concerns about the parks were raised, including trees overhanging into the road 

at Betws Park.  

It was agreed to ask the contractor to cut these back 

It addition was agreed to ask the Clerk to provide councillors with a copy of the original letter 

submitted by the current contactor outlining their works programme. 

It was agreed to ask the Clerk to clarify the tender process to councillors at the next meeting 

 

 

 



9. Finance Update 

 

To be referred to the finance committe 

 

10. Heol Y Felin Incident 29/7/2022 – Reports as per email dated 2/9/2022 

 

The Clerk had provided copies of the report from the contractor with regard to this incident.  

Serveral councillors noted their concern at the explanations provided - one report suggesting 

heat to be the cause and another raising the prospect of deliberate vandalism.  

 

Council requested to see the report provided two weeks before the incident.  

Council agreed to return to this at the next meeting when the clerk was present.  

 

It was agreed that the policy of park checks to be reviewed in a future meeting 

 

11. Defibrillator Project – update Cllr Comley/Cllr Picouto 

 

 

Cllr Comley provided an update to the council on the purchase of Defibs for Ammanford as 

part of Welsh Gov funding 

First training session was a success on Monday 

Next training session Nov 14th. Anyone who wants to attend should let Peter know.  

There is a possibility that another December  

 

12. Repairs and Maintenance budgets for Heol Y Felin and Maesquarre swing repairs 

required in both areas and contractor quotes for repairs to discuss. 

 

Referred to Finance Committee 

 

13. Feedback from Committees (all minutes of the Committee Meetings can be viewed on 

the Community Council Website where the Full Council Meeting minutes are also 

available): 

1. Recreation Ground Committee – 

 

a) New policy was considered in line of recomendation about closing the park in the 

event of a danger to the public from the weather or other  

i) Any community councillor may act to close the park if they feel there is a 

present danger to public safety.  

ii) They will inform Clerk and Chair and secure the park.   

iii) The Clerk will record the incident 

 

This was unanimously ratified. 

 

 

b) Christmas Lighting project /to discuss the dead Christmas Tree issue – update Cllr 

M Jones 

 

Discussions from the committee were noted. Namely: 



 

Two sets of Christmas lights currently in storage from previous years to be moved to 

Maesquarre Tree 

BJ to approach the local home owner about using electricity from their property if they 

are reimbursed 

Tree in Betws Park - KMD has approached local companies to see if a tree could be 

donated for Betws Park 

Lights in Betws Park - KMD to discuss with local electrician options for purchase sets 

of lights either for a new tree or the existing one as a plan for the next three years.  

 

Updated were provided: 

 

Cllr Mcninn-Davis  has sourced a donated tree from Gower Christmas Trees and has priced 

up lights for the tree 

A local resident has agreed to powerfor MaesQuarre park until Boxing Day - Cllr Mike Jones 

will continue to lisiase 

 

It was also noted that the addition of electricity points for Maesquarre Park and Heol Y Felin 

should be considered for future 106 money.  

 

This was uniamiouly ratified.  

 

2. Events Committee 

 

The proposal to purchase two wreaths for the remembrance day service was ratified.  

 

 

 

Meeting closed  

 

21.28 

 


