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BETWS COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
 
The monthly meeting of Betws Community Council was held virtually on Starleaf on Wednesday the 
22nd September 2021 at 7.00 pm.  
The meeting was held on a remote basis in accordance with the provisions of the Local Authorities 
(Coronavirus) (Meetings) (Wales) Regulations 2020. 
Any member of the public who wishes to attend the meeting as a spectator or who has questions to 
put to the Councillors should contact the Clerk in order for this to be able to take place and the 
correct procedure to be followed. 
 

PRESENT: Cllrs. Picouto (Chairperson), Cllrs Phillips, Richards, B Jones, Williams, 
Lewis, Price, Megrath, M Jones and Comley. 
 

County Councillor: Betsan Jones 
 
Clerk: Miss Angela Brown  
 
Member of the Public Present: E Jones 
 
1. Apologies 

 
Cllr L Jones, Cllr Stacey. 
 
 

2. Declaration by Members of Personal and Prejudicial Interests 
 

a. Cllr B Jones as she is both a Community Councillor and County Councillor regarding 
any discussions about Betws Park and Maesquarre Playground as they are leased 
from Carmarthenshire County Council. 

 
b. Regarding 2b from the July Meeting where Cllr L Jones informed members that she 

had spoken with her employers and measures are in place to ensure that no conflict 
of interest would arise with regards to local businesses. Also, there would be no 
confidentiality issues as she would not be involved with those clients. 

 
The Clerk sought advice from the Standards Committee and was informed that Cllr L 
Jones would not need to seek dispensation to be involved in council business relating 
to Betws RFC as the council business would not relate to or be likely to affect her 
employment or employer. 
 

c. Cllr Comley declared an interest in 6a as he is the Secretary of Betws RFC and 
therefore abstained from voting on the proposed matter.  

 
3. a)To confirm and Sign the Minutes of the Monthly Meeting Held on Wednesday 14th July 

2021  
 
Councillor B Jones proposed and Councillor Megrath seconded and resolved that the minutes 
of the previous Council monthly meeting be accepted as a true record. 
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b)To Confirm and Sign the Minutes of the Recreation Ground Committee Meeting Held on 
9th August 2021 
 
Councillor Phillips proposed and Councillor Williams seconded and resolved that the 
minutes of the recreation ground committee meeting be accepted as a true record. 
 

4. County Councillor Report 
 

a. County Councillor B Jones updated members that she had attended a full County Council 
meeting 15/9/2021 and that the Chair of the Council stated that the Covid cases in 
Carmarthenshire had gone up astronomically. 3 weeks ago there were 43 cases with 6 
people in Intensive Care in Carmarthenshire however since 10th September there are 
2,000 cases with 8 people in Intensive Care in Carmarthenshire. This shows that the 
vaccination programme is working. 

b. All County Councillors will be having a Zoom meeting at 4pm 23rd September 2021 with 
Hywel Dda and this will be reported back to members in the October meeting. 

c. During the Summer Betws Road was re-surfaced during the dry period which resulted in 
a number of complaints due to the amount of dust and chippings that resulted from this 
work, it is now back to normal with road markings in place. 

d. A number of complaints had been received about a car that has been parking close to the 
junction on Pentwyn Road/Park Street. This has been reported to the police and they will 
attend to speak with the vehicle owner about the dangerous parking 

e. Cllr Price asked the County Councillor about when the Covid boosters were being rolled 
out and if they would be given at the same time as the Flu injections. Cllr Picouto stated 
that there was a supply issue with the flu vaccines and they were approximately 4 weeks 
behind schedule. County Councillor will respond to this question after the meeting 
mentioned in point b. above. 

 
5. Annual Return of Payments made to Members of Betws Community Council for financial 

year 1 April 2020 to 31 March 2021 this has been sent to IRPW and has been published on the 
Community Council website as per regulations. 
 

6. a) CCTV system upgrade required 
 

The Clerk gave information regarding the CCTV system stating that it is an old analogue system 
which has poor quality/grainy pictures which would be no use as evidence. The Clerk has spoken 
with the local company who installed the system on 27th February 2014 and service it annually 
at a cost of £96 plus callouts if required who have given a price for a new system which would 
cost £1,500. The other costs involved are the annual electricity costs which are given to the 
business owner where the equipment is installed and there will also be an annual fee of 
approximately £40 as per point 6c) below. As well as the work required to ensure the legislation 
is complied with at point 6b) below as to date this has not been done since installation. 
 
The CCTV Company informed the Clerk that they have only had 5 callouts since installation in 
2014 and none involved any incidents at the playground but with incidents from the RFC and the 
Business where the system is installed. 
 
Cllr Comley informed members of his experiences with CCTV at Betws RFC and told members 
that they had recently installed new cameras and have 8 and that the playground was covered 
by their CCTV which also had night vision and that it was a 30-day rolling system. 
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A discussion ensued with regards to the legislation and experiences with CCTV. 
 
Cllr Phillips proposed that BCC stop using the CCTV and offer it to the business owner if he does 
not want to keep the system then it can be taken away by the Company that installed it. Cllr 
Phillips also proposed that a donation of £100 is made annually to help cover the fees for the 
CCTV at the RFC as their CCTV covers the playground and BCC will be making a small saving 
on expenditure. 
 
The above proposal was seconded by Cllr Williams and all members present voted for this 
proposal apart from Cllr Comley who declared an interest as he is Secretary of Betws RFC. The 
motion was carried. 
 
Points b and c below do not need to be addressed due to the decision made above. 
 
b) CCTV in Public Places Legislation and Policies 
c) Annual fee to Information Commissioners Office for the CCTV at Heol Y Felin this fee 
should have been paid since installation. 

 
7. Payments/Donation Requests/Audit 

 
a. Clerk Salary and Allowances and Invoices to be paid (see document below) 

 

Payments Made in August 2021 

MEETING/BACS 

REFERENCE 

PAYEE DETAILS AMOUNT 

22/9/2021  7a Angela Brown Clerks 

Salary/Allowances 

and office expenses 

 

Section 112 Local 

Government Act 

1972 (as amended) 

(as per Clerk Salary 

and Payroll 

schedule) 

22/9/2021 7a HMRC Payroll payments for 

July 2021 

 

Section 112 Local 

Government Act 

1972 (as amended) 

(as per Clerk Salary 

and Payroll 

schedule) 

22/9/2021 7a Nest Pension paid by 

Direct Debit 

Payroll Pension 

payments for July 

2021 

 

Section 112 Local 

Government Act 

1972 (as amended) 

(as per Clerk Salary 

and Payroll 

schedule) 

 

Payments Made in September 2021 

MEETING/BACS 

REFERENCE 

PAYEE DETAILS AMOUNT 
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22/9/2021  7a Angela Brown Clerks 

Salary/Allowances 

and office expenses 

 

Section 112 Local 

Government Act 

1972 (as amended) 

(as per Clerk Salary 

and Payroll 

schedule) 

22/9/2021 7a HMRC Payroll payments for 

August 2021 

 

Section 112 Local 

Government Act 

1972 (as amended) 

(as per Clerk Salary 

and Payroll 

schedule) 

22/9/2021 7a Nest Pension paid by 

Direct Debit 

Payroll Pension 

payments for August 

2021 

 

Section 112 Local 

Government Act 

1972 (as amended) 

(as per Clerk Salary 

and Payroll 

schedule) 

 
 

b. Donation Request received from Ammanford RFC for a donation for the annual 
Fireworks display. 

 
It was proposed by Cllr Megrath that a donation of £50 be made this was seconded by Cllr 
Phillips voted and agreed by all present. 
 
RESOLVED the Clerk pay the above. 
 

8. Dyfed Powys Police Monthly Crime Figures for Betws. 
 
July 2021 
 
Assault – 1 
Criminal Damage – 1 
Harassment – 4 
Fraud – 1 
Theft - 2 
 
August 2021 
 
Assault – 1 
Harassment – 3 
Theft - 3 
 

9. Feedback from Recreation Ground Committee: 
a. Progress of Betws Park Regeneration Project – Cllr M Jones 
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Cllr M Jones gave feedback for the Recreation areas – informing that the lettering in Heol 
Y Felin had been repaired, Quotes had been obtained for the drainage work that is 
required in Maesquarre Playground. He then went on to give an overview of the Betws 
Park Regeneration Project with regards to considering regeneration to the area from the 
Tennis Courts down to the Footbridge which would be regenerated with soft landscaping. 
He referred to the draft plans which each Councillor had received which are rough 
guidelines which include inputting paths making circular routes around the park which 
could have various markers showing how far walked if one circuit done/how many calories 
used. He informed members that a £250,000 Lottery Grant Funding Opportunity had been 
found and that he needed authorisation from Full Council in order to progress. Also 
regarding possible sponsorship for  benches and shrubs from local businesses. 
A discussion ensued which covered concerns concerns regarding the stability of Pentwyn 
Road being discussed where plans for planting mature trees on the bank are in place 
within the application to ensure the bank is stabilised, suggestions, community survey 
results for the area and criteria for the project which were taken on board by Cllr M Jones 
and Committee.  
The Chair summarised the discussion and reminded members that whenever a request, 
complaint or comment is made to them as Councillors that they need to obtain the contact 
details (name, phone number and/or email) of the person so that a response/answer can 
be given to them. 
Cllr B Jones proposed that they move forward with this application and adjustments. 
This was seconded by Cllr Megrath, a vote was taken and all agreed. RESOLVED the 
application is submitted for the Grant. 
 

b. Maesquarre Playground Drainage and New Equipment funding application to the 
Mynydd Y Betws Windfarm Grant – Cllr Phillips 
 
Cllr Phillips informed that only 2 quotes had come in for the drainage, waiting for a 3rd. 
 
Cllr Phillips informed members that she and Cllr B Jones had met with the playground 
contractor who informed them that the 2 main areas that needed new equipment were not 
affected by the drainage issues.  
 
Cllr M Jones stated that the Dragon area is in a bowl and would need the ground level 
filled to stop the water pooling with the main area of concern being where the zipwire was 
located.  
 
Cllr Phillips gave a summary of the community survey results for Maesquarre Playground. 
They are waiting for the delivery and installation costs to be sent for the quotes for the 
new equipment and for some additions of small pieces of equipment if funds allow.  
 
Cllr Phillips stated that the 2 areas to be renewed will be where the Dragon is and the 
smaller play area to the right of the entrance from Maesquarre Road along with some 
picnic tables and benches for the area. 
 
Cllr M Jones informed members that the Co-op may fund some seating for Maesquarre 
Playground but this is work in progress. 
 



 

Betws Community Council                                             Page    6                                                        Cyngor Cymuned y Betws  

 

Cllr B Jones proposed submitting the application by 30/9/2021 this was seconded by Cllr 
Phillips and all members voted for this to be done. RESOLVED that the application be 
submitted. 
 

c. Proposal – Cllr A Williams regarding moving the benches from behind the 
Remembrance Garden to a more open setting as litter is being left behind them and 
hidden from view so is building up. Suggestions are: move to an open area near 
the Victorian Summerhouse or facing each other up the main tree lined 
avenue/walkway. 
 
Cllr Williams explained the reasons why the benches should be moved as the type of litter 
being left is of a hazardous nature not just bottles of alcohol but paraphernalia relating to 
substance misuse and condoms are being found, along with other ASB as the area is 
hidden.  A discussion ensued with suggestions for siting and concerns of re-siting the 
benches.  
 
Cllr M Jones proposed moving the benches to the central walkway adjacent to the flower 
garden area. This was seconded by Cllr Phillips. This was voted for by members with 2 
abstentions. RESOLVED the benches are moved. 
 

d. Request from Capel Newydd Nursery to plant an Oak in Betws Park to celebrate 50 
years. 
 
Cllr B Jones explained that it was 50 years since Mudiad Meithrin Cylch Chwarae started 
in Betws. A discussion ensued with regards to its location and a suggestion for a Welsh 
Oak to be planted.  All members voted unanimously for an Oak tree to be planted. 
RESOLVED that Cllr M Jones liaise with the Park Contractor to decide on a location to 
plant the tree so that the children can watch it grow over their lifetime. Also, that Cllr M 
Jones liaises with the Nursery Group regarding the size and type of tree to purchase. Cllr 
M Jones to feedback to Council of the outcome at the next meeting. 
 

At 20:54 the Clerk informed members that Standing Orders would need to be suspended if they 
wish to continue the meeting as there are still a number of items to discuss on the Agenda. 
Alternatively, they could finish at 21:00 hours. It was RESOLVED by members that Standing 
Orders be suspended in order to complete business. 
 

e. Request from Ammanford Community Gardeners – wanting to create a free edible 
garden for the Community - ? link in with plans for the project at site of the Tennis 
Courts also, asking about allotments. 

 
At 20:55 the Chair briefly left the meeting asking the Vice Chair Cllr Phillips to take over. The 
Chair returned at 20:57. 
  

Cllr M Jones informed members of his discussion with the person he had met who also 
volunteered on Saturdays in Betws Park. They would be interested in having a small bed 
or border for mint, raspberries and strawberries. Cllr M Jones suggested the scrubby area 
adjacent to the railings on Park Street. A discussion ensued. The Park is a public park 
and cannot be used for allotments and there are no other areas which the Community 
Council have control over which would be suitable. The group may need to contact County 
Council to find out if there is any land that they can use. The group would be prepared to 
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give a presentation of their plans to the Council if required. RESOLVED Cllr M Jones to 
contact inform the person of this discussion. 

  
f. Graffiti in Betws Park issues with it not being removed immediately despite 

instruction to do so, it is part of the programme of work/management plan for the 
park and was first requested 21 June 2021. 
 
A discussion ensued regarding the contractor not removing the graffiti to date and an offer 
by a local pressure washing company to clean the graffiti free of charge and it was 
proposed by Cllr Picouto that the Clerk contact the company and accept the offer of help. 
This was seconded by Cllr M Jones and it was voted for unanimously by members. 
 

g. Quote from the contractor who has done the previous work and rolling plan to 
remove the worse affected trees.  This is being actioned as per advice from the Tree 
Survey company for felling the Ash trees in Betws Park which are suffering from 
varying degrees of ADB and a Poplar branch which requires attention as it is 
splitting which were identified when the trees were in full leaf during the summer. 

 
The Clerk informed members of the cost being £1,100 for 2 days work if they complete 
the task for the marked trees they will remove some of the others that would need felling 
next year as identified during the summer.  
 
Cllr Williams asked if some of the logs could be kept as habitat, this had been discussed 
during the summer and the contractor will leave large logs for habitat which would be 
difficult to move. 
 
A discussion ensued and it was proposed by Cllr Price and seconded by Cllr Richards 
that the Clerk instruct the contractor to fell the trees. All members voted unanimously and 
it was RESOLVED the Clerk inform contractor. 

 
10. Correspondence 

 
a. Shaping Wales’ Future:Using national milestones and indicators to measure our 

nation’s progress – consultation 1 September to 26 October 2021. (email sent 
out 2/9/2021) 
 
This was NOTED by members. 
 

b. Welsh Public Sector Asbestos Management Assurance Process (WAMAP) 
Questionnaire. (email sent out 2/9/2021) 
 
Cllr Comley informed Betws Community Council who are the Landlords for Betws RFC 
that there is no asbestos present in/on the building. 
 
This was NOTED by members. 
 

c. See 9ad above  
 

d. See 9ae above 
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e. SRiC 
 

The Clerk informed members that she had notification from Carmarthenshire County 
Council to say that the Community Council had been unsuccessful in securing funding 
under the Safer Routes in Communities which had been applied for earlier in the 
Summer. 
 
This was NOTED by members. 
 

f. Christmas Tree Lights in Betws Park – SSE 
 
The Clerk informed members that the cost for erecting the Christmas lights had 
doubled (for 2019 it was £614.91 plus VAT £122.98 = £737.89) this was due to: 
 
1. The operatives received a yearly pay rise. 
2. They have changed their fleet hire company, which has resulted in a sizeable 

increase on the cost of their vehicle hire. 
3. The depot was located in Pontarddulais but has moved to Swansea city centre 

which has increased the travel time to Betws. 
4. In the past they had several other contracts in the area to fit festive lighting, this is 

no longer the case and would install the lighting when carrying out other work now 
they need to allow for a designated visit to carry out the works. 

5. The cost is for 2 days work one to install and one to remove the lighting. 
6. 2 operatives with vehicle @ £87.42 per hour. 
7. The safety fencing around the tree had been supplied in the past at a 

loss as they had made an error in not including in the costs. As a 
business they can no longer do this, therefore there is an extra charge. 
If the safety fencing is required the hire, erection & removal of security 
fencing around the Christmas tree is required then this would be £10 
per week. 

 
The cost this year will be £1311.38 plus VAT £262.27 = £1573.65 but does not include 
the weekly cost of the safety fencing at £10 per week for the amount of time the lights 
are erected. 
 
A discussion ensued which included being informed by Cllr M Jones that the Christmas 
tree was dead, there is an alternative fir type tree nearby which could be used and this 
would be checked by Councillors Lewis and Price the next day and relevant 
information fed back to the Councillors with regards to the site of the alternative tree. 
Cllr Price informed members that the tree had cost the Community Council £4,000.  
 
This was NOTED by members and RESOLVED that Cllr Lewis and Price identify the 
location of the alternative Christmas tree within the park so that the Clerk can inform 
SSE of the change in location as a site visit may be needed to check that the electricity 
source can be reached. 
 

g. Second defibrillator for Betws  
 
Cllr Picouto informed members that he has secured a second site for a defibrillator 
and that he is seeking funding for the equipment – which is work in progress. Cllr 
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Picouto also informed members that there may be a 3rd site on the Maesquarre side 
of the village but this was being investigated due to the particular requirements for 
siting the equipment. 
 

h. Feedback from Park Users 
 
Cllr Picouto informed members that he spoke with a number of different people whilst 
he was walking his dog in Betws Park. One was a group of youths who stated that 
they would like some form of shelter where they can congregate out of the elements. 
Some use the Victorian Summerhouse and this group have seen some youths 
defacing the structure. 
 
Cllr Picouto spoke with a person who was exercising on the old tennis court area who 
suggested that a flat suitably surfaced area was incorporated for a fitness area that 
could be used. 
 

 
11.  Planning Applications and S106  

 
PL/00819 application was discussed and there were No Objections from members. RESOLVED 
the Clerk inform CCC Planning Department. 
 
The Clerk informed members that in order to submit the Section 106 application for PL/01862 
and for the other recent application when it goes to full planning that projects for the village would 
need to be identified which would not be for the current ongoing projects that funding is being 
actively sought for in Betws Park and Maesquarre Playground but would be for other projects as 
identified such as the Defibrillators, Shelter for Betws Park, Goal posts for Heol Y Felin Green or 
something else. 
 
This was NOTED by members with no decisions being made as to what to include in the Section 
106 Funding application this will be placed on the next agenda for discussion/decisions/ideas. 
 
The Chair invited Cllr Lewis to speak to report complaints that she had received from users of 
footpath 3/13 being stopped/blocked from being used between a farm known as Waun Herod, 
where the bridge has been blocked (this was repaired recently), and another farm Bryn Celyn 
that the footpath is unusable. It was RESOLVED that the Clerk inform CCC’s PROW department 
of the issue. 
 
Cllr Price asked County Cllr B Jones about the picnic area above Scotch Pine being used as a 
memorial garden with a headstone and lights being placed there. Many people place the ashes 
of their relatives at the site. Cllr Price asked if this could be done in a public area. County Cllr B 
Jones will make enquiries and feedback her findings at the next meeting. 
 
Cllr Price asked for an amendment to the minutes of the last meeting, the Chair Cllr Picouto 
informed her and all Cllrs to let the Clerk know if there are any inaccuracies before the meeting 
so that they can be corrected. 
 
The meeting Closed at 21:32.  
 


