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BETWS COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
 

The monthly meeting of Betws Community Council was held as a Hybrid Meeting at Betws RFC 
and virtually on Microsoft Teams on Wednesday 13th September 2023 at 7.00pm.  
The meeting was held on a remote basis in accordance with the provisions of the Local Authorities 
(Coronavirus) (Meetings) (Wales) Regulations 2020 and Local Government and Elections (Wales) 
Act 2021. 

 

Any member of the public who wishes to attend the meeting as a spectator or who has questions to 
put to the Councillors should contact the Clerk in order for this to be able to take place and the 
correct procedure to be followed. 
 

The meeting started at 19:13 
 

PRESENT: Cllr Dave Stacey (Chairperson), Cllrs Carwyn James, Peter Comely, Emyr 
Morgan, Maureen Williams, Lynwen Phillips, Jose Picouto, Mike Jones and Karen 
McMinn-Davies. 
 

County Councillor: not present  
 

Clerk: Miss Angela Brown  
 

Member of the Public Present: 18:50 – 19:05 Mike James, Suzanne Cook, Jeffrey Cook,  
19:00 – 20:40 Mandy Williams and Caryn Griffiths 
 

PCSO: Not present 
 
A quick introduction was given by all present and the chair explained that the order of the agenda 
order will be changed. 
 

1. Public Questions/Representations 
 

None 
 

2. a)Apologies  
 

Councillors  Betsan Jones, James Derrick and Paul Allchurch 
 
b) Welcome the new councillor 
 
The chair welcomed the new councillor Emyr Morgan. 
 

3. Declaration by Members of Personal and Prejudicial Interests 
 

Councillor Peter Comely regarding point 13. 
 

4. To confirm and Sign the Minutes of the Annual Meeting held on Wednesday 10th May 2023 
and Monthly Meeting held on 12th July 2023. 
 

Regarding the July minutes at Page 6 the chair enquired with the clerk regarding the 
audit query which the clerk stated had been sent to audit wales but no reply had 
been received to date. The clerk told council that a chaser email had been sent 
earlier today which had an automatic reply stating: 
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“Thank you for your email. If you have submitted your audit papers, please accept this email 

as acknowledgment of receipt. Please do not contact the audit team asking for further 

confirmation. 

 

If you have submitted a query, we will deal with these during the audit.” 
   
Councillor Phillips proposed and Councillor Picouto seconded and resolved that the minutes of 
the Council’s monthly meeting held on 12th July 2023 be accepted as a true record. 
 
Some amendments were needed to be done by the Chair Dave Stacey with regard to his report 
for the Annual Meeting that was held on 10 May – waiting for the changes to be actioned by 
Councillor Stacey - he stated that he was working on and would forward to the clerk. 
 
Councillor Picouto had requested that a few points be brought forward as he needed to leave 
the meeting: 
 
Point 10g – Action needed register your defibrillators – they are registered 
 
Point 16a) vi) to discuss 2023 Remembrance Service arrangements in Betws Park on 
Saturday 11 November 2023 
 
Councillor Picouto informed members that Jayne Picouto would be available to attend and take 
part in the service in her capacity as Deputy Lord Lieutenant for Carmarthenshire as she had 
done last year. Also, that he would liaise with the school regarding the pupils attending and taking 
part in the service as they had done so last year, he informed that there would be a 
representation from the school even though the service would be held on a Saturday this year. 
 
Councillor Picouto proposed that he liaised with the above and the clerk to arrange their 
attendance at the service this was seconded by Councillor James and all present agreed 
unanimously. 
 
The clerk informed members that:  
 
The curate had been contacted regarding his attendance at this years’ service but had received 
an out of office reply on email from him and is waiting for his reply. 
 
The usual wreaths had been ordered from the Ammanford Royal British Legion. 
 
The Bugler had also confirmed his attendance to the service. 
 
Point 16 d) Defibrillator Project update  
 
The defibrillators are up and running Betws Family Centre, Betws Primary School, Betws RFC, 
Ty Coch and the one on the Mountain Road. 

Councillor M Jones joined the meeting at 19:26 
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Discussion regarding a few complications which Councillor Comley explained was 
relating to what happened to the defibrillators when taken out and their return. The 
number code that is given when it is taken out is required to be used to put it back in. 
When one was taken recently it was at the location used for 4 days before being 
returned which means that: 

i) it is not available for use by those in need  
ii) ii) its location was unknown  
iii) iii) it has not been checked, cleaned and had pads replaced by the 

guardian. The above issues are currently being considered by Marc 
Gower, SaLC Community Co-ordinator, NHS Wales Executive. 

Councillor Comley informed members that due to the Fire Service no longer 
attending defibrillator calls which they were doing instead of the Ambulance service 
that a safeguard is being introduced whereby 3 members of the local community 
become points of contact and are ‘on call’ to attend the area with defibrillators for 
those who are unable to get a defibrillator such as the elderly or disabled. The 
Ambulance service will contact these ‘on call’ people and ask them to take the 
defibrillator to the person in need. Councillor Comley informed members that he has 
signed up for this and Councillor Picouto offered to do so too. 

Councillor Comely informed members that the packs for the defibrillators are valid 
until 2027 and that the batteries last approximately 5 years. The battery pack at the 
RFC costs £500 to replace and the other newer defibrillator battery packs cost less. 

Councillor Picouto proposed that he liaises with the clerk to organise a photo 
opportunity at one of the defibrillator sites with those who have been involved and 
that a press release is issued along with the photograph to the South Wales 
Guardian. This was seconded by Councillor Comely and agreed by all present. 

Councillor Picouto left the meeting at 19:36. 

5. Dyfed Powys Police Monthly Crime Figures for Betws 
 

A total of 6 crimes for July 2023 in Betws broken down as follows: 
 

3 – Violence and Sexual Offences 
2 – Shoplifting  
1 – Theft other 
 

The clerk informed members that there had been 3 crimes for May not zero but did not have the 
breakdown of what the crimes were from the website and she would contact DPP in order to get 
these. Also that there were 14 crimes for June again with no breakdown.  
 

The link for Betws ward below. 
 

Betws | Police.uk (www.police.uk) 
 

Councillor McMinn-Davies joined the meeting at 19:40 
 

6. County Councillor Report 
 

https://www.police.uk/pu/your-area/dyfed-powys-police/betws
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The Chair read out the report below sent in by County Councillor Betsan Jones who had given 
her apologies. 
 

County Councillor Report (Sept. 2023) 
 

1 I have contacted the CC highways department in August and on Sept 11th but have had no 

update to date regarding the removal of the yellow lines on the pavement at Colonel Rd. 

I still have not received the draft plans regarding the placement of double yellow lines at the 

bottom of Pentwyn Rd.   

I imagine this is because of the workload of the department regarding the implementation of 

the 20MPH on our roads. 

I have forwarded an email to Angela and Dave from the Cabinet member for Transport re the 

20MPH to share with yourselves. 

2 On August 22nd  Myself and 2 members of the Betws walking group had a meeting with 

Thomas Eckley on Teams regarding the re opening of some of the footpaths in Hopkinstown.  

Thomas is making good progress with the landowners so hopefully this will be resolved soon.  

Thomas stated that the rangers are very grateful for all the help that the Betws Wanderers do, 

cutting back the overgrowth when walking the footpaths in Betws.  

3 Lynwen and I have met and have started the application for the Wind farm grant.  We plan 

to meet again in the next few days. 
 

The above report was NOTED by members. 
 

7. Payments/Donation Requests –  
 

a. Clerk Salary and Allowances and Invoices to be paid (see document below) 
 

Payments Made in August 2023 

MEETING/BACS 
REFERENCE 

PAYEE DETAILS AMOUNT 

13/9/2023 point 7a 
 

Angela Brown Clerks 
Salary/Allowances 
and office 
expenses. 
 
Section 112 Local 
Government Act 
1972 (as 
amended) 
 
LG(FP)A 1963 s5 

(as per Clerk 
Salary and Payroll 
schedule) 

13/9/2023 point 7a 
 

HMRC Payroll payments.  
 
Section 112 Local 
Government Act 
1972 (as 
amended) 

(as per Clerk 
Salary and Payroll 
schedule) 

13/9/2023 point 7a 
 

Nest Pension paid 
by Direct Debit 

Payroll Pension 
payments.  
 

(as per Clerk 
Salary and Payroll 
schedule) 
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Section 112 Local 
Government Act 
1972 (as 
amended) 

13/9/2023 point 7a 
 

Parks and Play Heol Y Felin and 
Maesquarre 
Playground Qtr 1 
 
Public Health Act 
1875, s.164 – 
Power to provide 
and manage 
recreation 
grounds. 

£260.00                     
£260.00               
 
Total £520.00 

13/9/2023 point 7a 
 

R A Computers Bench laptop 
correct corrupt 
software, repair 
office software, 
update, configure 
new file storage, 
reconfigure email 
settings, test. 
 
LGA (FP) A 1963 
s5 

        £40 
VAT £  8 
 
Total £48 

 

The clerk informed members that the laptop is near end of life with the advice from 
RA Computers being to upgrade the laptop and Microsoft office. 
 

Discussion ensued and this is part of planned maintenance the clerk is to obtain the 
details and specifications for the new laptop and software and forward to the chair. 
 

It was proposed by Councillor Phillips and seconded by Councillor McMinn-Davies to 
authorise spend on the laptop up to £600 and agreed by all present. 
 

It was resolved that Council would authorise spend on a new laptop up to £600. 
 

Payments Made in September 2023 

MEETING/BACS 
REFERENCE 

PAYEE DETAILS AMOUNT 

13/9/2023 point 7a 
 

Angela Brown Clerks 
Salary/Allowances 
and office 
expenses. 
 
Section 112 Local 
Government Act 
1972 (as 
amended) 
 
LG(FP)A 1963 s5 

(as per Clerk 
Salary and Payroll 
schedule) 
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13/9/2023 point 7a 
 

HMRC Payroll payments.  
 
Section 112 Local 
Government Act 
1972 (as 
amended) 

(as per Clerk 
Salary and Payroll 
schedule) 

13/9/2023 point 7a 
 

Nest Pension paid 
by Direct Debit 

Payroll Pension 
payments.  
 
Section 112 Local 
Government Act 
1972 (as 
amended) 

(as per Clerk 
Salary and Payroll 
schedule) 

13/9/2023 point 7a 
 

Carmarthenshire 
Tree Surgery 

Betws Park – fell 
and remove 1 
birch tree, crown 
reduce 3 x fir trees 
3 man climbing 
team chipper and 
tipper as per point 
10 l in 12 July 
2023 meeting 
minutes. 
 
Public Health Act 
1875, s.164 – 
Power to provide 
and manage 
recreation 
grounds. 

  
 
Total £625.00 

 

It was proposed by Councillor James and seconded by Councillor Williams that the above 
payments are authorised and it was RESOLVED by all that the above be paid. 
 

b) Donation Requests –  
 

i) Request for financial support for Amman Valley Swimming Club – email 
and balance sheet received (email sent 1/9/2023) 
 
Councillors discussed the request for the donation, it was proposed by 
Councillor M Jones that no donation is made this year which was 
seconded by Councillor Phillips and agreed by all present. 

 

It was RESOLVED that the clerk reply to the requestor. 
 

Councillor Comley left the meeting at 19:55 returning at 19:59. 
 

Agenda point 16a)ii) was moved forward to be discussed as 2 members of the Betws 
Park Volunteers group were present in order to take part in discussions. 
 

16 a) ii) update on the working party meeting held with the volunteers on 26 
July 2023 regarding suggestions to be made on how the new area is to be 
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managed and by whom, what is allowed to be done regarding shrub and tree 
planting, bench placement and community use of the area and the process of 
gaining permission – Councillor Phillips 
 

It was a very positive meeting – both sides open and discussed both positive and 
negative matters. 
The role of the Community Council was explained.  
The Volunteer group explained about their group and constitution. 
Future planning was discussed along with priorities with the end result that both are 
working towards a pretty and healthier place for people to visit. 
Water and the water butt were discussed regarding making it easier.  
Tesco Counters regarding funding.  
Permission required by anyone wanting to use the park for an event as must run 
past the Community Council first for insurance purposes etc. by contacting the clerk 
giving dates and details of what they want to do. 
It was explained what at the meeting what work the contractor did and what the 
Volunteer priorities are brushing the paths, weeding and litter picking. 
A new management plan is being drawn up as the current contracts end next year 
this is work in progress and will align to the new contracts to be tendered. 
 

Mandy stated that the area needs tidying up particularly the Memorial Garden area in 
preparation for the service on 11th November this year. The planting is bland and 
needs a low maintenance planting and a re-design. Councillor James informed 
everyone that the original grant for the Memorial Garden was that it be a sensory 
garden which is what they had gained funding for when that area was transformed. 
 

Mandy told Council that they are short of volunteers and it was suggested that they 
promote their need on the social media groups for the village. Caryn informed 
members that she sends a message out on social media before the Saturday 
morning to remind.  
 

Councillor Comley suggested requesting that the Community Payback Team assist 
with tasks in Betws Park. They are currently in the process of preparing the park 
metal railings for painting so far, they have cleared inside the fence and will also 
clean inside the galvanised railings which run along Pentwyn Road. There are 9 
crews in the Community Payback Team who generally attend the village on a 
Sunday and a Tuesday. 
 

Councillor M Jones suggested that if Caryn or Mandy write an article asking for 
volunteers for Betws Park and it can be placed in Gloman, Betws News section of 
the SW Guardian, the article/notice can also go onto the Betws Park noticeboard. 
The article will need to be translated into Welsh for Gloman. 
 

16 a) iv) Painted rocks/Fairy Garden in Betws Flower Park – Councillor Phillips 
 

A request by a member of the public via one of the village social media sites to place 
painted rocks/fairy doors in the fairy garden. The lady who had previously done this 
had moved from the area and the area within the park was not being looked after.  
 

This was discussed and resolved that the stones need to be kept in one area as if 
left in the grass could cause a H&S issue when its being mown, having fairy doors is 
ok but not to attach other items dangling on the trees and no permanent fixings or 
anything nailed to the trees. The area needs to be kept tidy. Councillor McMinn-
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Davies asked about bunting as she had purchased waterproof/biodegradable 
bunting that she had planned to put up in the area with her children it was agreed 
that this could be placed. 
Councillor Phillips to meet with the requestor and give the above guidance/guidelines 
for the area. Also, if person decides to stop looking after the fairy garden, then they 
need to have a point of contact to inform so that arrangements can be made to 
maintain it. 
 

16 a) iii) To resolve that the underspend from the #Natur Betws Nature Park 
project will be earmarked for future repairs/maintenance of the fixed items 
within the area to include fencing and sleepers for the raised beds as they will 
decay over time which must be kept for this purpose and not for general 
upkeep. 
 

This was discussed and resolved that it would not be used as a slush fund and that 
the money would be for future proofing the fixed items within the area. Councillor M 
Jones stated that there was a near future problem in looking after the nature garden 
as the meadow area which was seeded 1.5 years ago may need re-seeding however 
these areas do ‘take time to develop’. There is work and expenditure for this area to 
be maintained on an annual basis such as using a flail mower once a year. 
 

It was RESOLVED that the money from the grant would be kept in reserves as 
discussed above. 
 

Caryn Griffiths and Mandy Williams from the Betws Park volunteer group left the 
meeting at 20:40. 
 

8. Finance update – the clerk had provided all members with documents Payments Made 
2023/2024, Payments Received 2023/2024, Budget Control Sheet 2023/2024, Bank 
Reconciliation and the working paper along with a document explaining the Bank Account 
balances and reserves as at 31 July 2023 as per financial regulations. 
 

Councillor M Jones stated that these should be referred to the Finance Committee where they 
would then look at the documents and feedback from that meeting into the main monthly meeting. 
 

The Chair stated that he would set a date for the meeting so that this could be done. 
 

The clerk informed members that should they need any assistance with understanding the 
documents then they should contact her. 
 

9. Planning Applications: 
 

The following applications were received: 
 

PL/06245  - Land off Parc Nant y Felin, Ammanford, SA18 2JZ - Outline planning 
application (all matters reserved) for 9 dwellings - Under Consultation 
 

PL/06252 - 2 Ffordd Y Glowyr, Betws, Ammanford, SA18 2FG - Discharge of 
Condition 8 on E/39168 (Equipment Control) - Under Consultation  
(email sent 27/7/2023)  
 

PL/06357 – Variation of condition on additional design alteration for planning 
application PL/03617 34 Ffordd Y Betws, SA18 2HE. 
 

PL/06372 – Extension to storage shed and enlargement of external storage yard 
area at Penllech Fach, Cwmfelin Road, Betws SA18 2SG 
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(emails sent 16/8/2023) 
 

PL/06284 - This application is for outline planning of a previously granted but lapsed 
application on the site, However, this outline planning application is for the erection of 
three detached residential units on the site, sharing the same access road/lane which 
will terminate at the end with a hammer head for vehicle turning - Land at Woodlands 
Park, Betws, Ammanford, SA18 2HF (email sent 29/8/2023) 
 

It was RESOLVED that the clerk contact the planning department with regards to the 
above. 

 

The following applications were granted/refused/withdrawn: 
 

PL/05896 - 2 Ffordd Y Glowyr - Removal / Variation of Condition Granted 24/7/2023 
 

PL/06210 – Land to the rear of 90 and 92 Colonel Road – Variation of Condition 2 on 
approved plans E/39616 – Withdrawn 23/8/2023 
 

PL/06245 – Land off Parc Nant Y Felin, SA18 2JZ – Outline planning application for 
9 dwellings – outline refusal 21/8/2023 

 

The above applications were NOTED by members. 
 

10. Correspondence/Matters for Information/Action (emails sent out to members) 
 
a) Forwarded by One Voice Wales to show what good looks like for planning/consulting  

with the community prior to producing their “Forward Development Plan 2023-27” for 
Pontypridd Town Council who stated that “It will also be supported by an annual 
report which will allow our local residents to assess our achievements against our 
plan goals”. (email sent 24/7/2023) 
 

This was NOTED by members. 
 

b) Climate Change and Nature Action Guide for Community and Town 
Councils in Wales - One Voice Wales and Friends of the Earth Cymru launched a 
brand-new climate change and nature action guide (email sent 24/7/2023) 
  

This was NOTED by members. 
 

c) Is Betws Community Council responsible for maintaining Outdoor Community Play  
Equipment? – Zurich Insurance (email sent 24/7/2023) 
 

This was NOTED by members and referred to the Recreation Ground Committee. 
 

d) Betws RFC and the 2 trailers which are parked on the car park at rear of 2c Heol Y  
Felin outside the curtilage of their garden (email sent 25/7/2023) 
 
The clerk informed members that she had spoken with the residents Suzanne Cook, 
Jeffrey Cook along with their friend Mike James prior to the meeting starting they had 
informed the clerk that the trailers were going to be moved. The clerk explained that 
no items should be left on the car park but that the first 3 properties had a right of 
way to enter and exit their rear gardens and to pay towards the upkeep of the car 
park which is stipulated in the deeds for this area when the land was gifted to the 
Community back in the 1940’s. They stated that their garden boundary ended 15ft 
into the car park, the clerk informed them that this was not what the land registry 
showed and they stated that it was on their deeds. The clerk asked them to provide a 
copy of their deeds so that they could be compared to the deeds that are held on 
behalf of the Community for the Heol Y Felin Green, RFC and Car Park. Councillor 
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Morgan stated that the boundaries running adjacent to the rugby field and RFC car 
park ran straight and in line and all were the same length with no gardens jutting out 
further than any other. 
They also mentioned that they had difficulty in cutting their hedge and that Betws 
RFC should be cutting the side that runs along what used to be 2d’s rear garden that 
is now part of the car park area for the RFC.  
 

It was RESOLVED that the Community Council would wait for the residents to 
provide a copy of their deeds regarding their boundary and for the trailers to be 
moved. 
 

21:00 – 21:03 Comfort break. 
 

e) Support to capture older people’s experiences of digital exclusion (email sent  
31/7/2023) 
 

This was NOTED by members. 
 

f) Nominations CLAS Awards (email sent 31/7/2023) 
 

This was NOTED by members. 
 

g) Action needed register your defibrillators (email sent 31/7/2023) 
 

This had been discussed earlier in the meeting by Councillor Picouto. 
 

h) Llais West Wales Maternity Services Survey (email sent 31/7/2023) 
 

This was NOTED by members with the Chair stating that he felt that unless a 
Councillor wished to take part in a survey they would not be completed. 
 

i) Polling District and Polling Place Review- Proposed consultation (email sent  
15/8/2023) 
 

Betws RFC had been omitted but both the clerk and Councillor Morgan had informed 
CCC of the omission. This was NOTED by members. 
 

j) The Community Ownership Fund- Round 3 Window 1 (email sent 18/08/2023) 
 

This was NOTED by members. 
 

k) Thanks for 20 - News August 2023 (email sent 18/8/2023) 
 

This was NOTED by members. 
 

l) Delivery of the Nature Networks Map (email sent 18/8/2023) 
 

This was NOTED by members. 
 

m) Ammanford Foodbank (email sent 18/8/2023) 
 

This was NOTED by members. 
 

n) Community Green Spaces - nominations call out (email sent 18/8/2023) 
 

This was NOTED by members. 
 

o) Dolen Teifi Transport for All (email sent 18/8/2023) 
 

This was NOTED by members. 
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p) Email from Carmarthenshire County Council re: Community & Town Council Liaison  
Forum meeting to be held on 14 September 2023 at 5:30 pm at County Hall, 
Carmarthen. We appreciate your presence at the meeting.  
The agenda will include items on the Cost-of-Living Support, Rights of Way, Tourism 
and the new Preventative Services provided by Nacro and Pobl. (email sent 
24/8/2023) 
 

The Chair informed members that since this meeting had returned to face-to-face 
meetings that he is unable to attend he asked if any other member wished to attend 
with no one present responding.  
 

q) Public Services Ombudsman for Wales Press release 09 08 2023 – 
Annual Report 2022/23 (email sent 24/8/2023) 
 

This was NOTED by members. 
 

r) Carmarthenshire County Council - Code of Conduct Training sessions held June/July  
2023 including case studies (email sent 24/8/2023) 
 

This was NOTED by members. 
 

s)  Pathway to Care event on Friday 8th September at the Hwb in Carmarthen from  
 10am- 3pm. (email sent 24/8/2023) 
  

This was NOTED by members. 
 

t) Climate action plans including planning guidance and information for smaller 
councils. (email sent 24/8/2023) 

  

This was NOTED by members and referred to the Recreation Ground Committee. 
 

u) Community Cohesion Small Grants Scheme 2023-24 (email sent 24/8/2023) 
  

This was NOTED by members. 
 

v) Ystadau Cymru newsletter: edition 9 (email sent 24/8/2023) 
  

This was NOTED by members. 

w)  Save Our Wild Isles Community Fund - Now Open! Aviva, in partnership with WWF 
and the RSPB, is giving £1 million to support community groups across Wales and 
the UK to protect and restore nature in their local area. (email sent 24/8/2023)  

This was NOTED by members and referred to the Recreation Ground Committee. 

x) Minor Works Framework Information – from Carmarthenshire County Council – email 
sent 1/9/2023) 

This was NOTED by members. 

y) Swansea Replacement Local Development Plan – Call for Candidate Sites – (email 
sent 1/9/2023) 

This was NOTED by members. 

z) One Voice Wales - Annual Conference and Annual General Meeting at the Royal 
Welsh Showground on Saturday 30th September – (email sent 1/9/2023) 
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 Councillor Allchurch had proposed to attend this event however members resolved 
that no one would attend due to the cost of the event. 

a.1)     JOINT VIRTUAL EVENT - ONE VOICE WALES AND THE SOCIETY OF LOCAL COUNCILS 

- WEDNESDAY 8 NOVEMBER 2023 (email sent 5/9/2023 to the chair) 

 Councillor Allchurch had proposed that he attend this was seconded by Councillor 
Phillips and Councillor Allchurch to feedback to council after the event. Cost £60 
+VAT.  

 It was RESOLVED that the clerk inform Councillor Allchurch of point z) and a.1) 
above. 

b.1)     Community Speed Watch (email sent 6/9/2023) 

This was NOTED by members. 

c.1) Consultation on Fee Scales 2024-25 – Audit Wales (email sent 6/9/2023) 

This was NOTED by members. 
 

d.1) Hywel Dda engagement - New Hospital Site Consultation – Feedback Report - If you 
would like to watch the extraordinary meeting of the Board, details of how to do so can be 
found on the health board’s website: https://hduhb.nhs.wales/about-us/your-health-
board/board-meetings-2023/extraordinary-board-agenda-and-papers-14-september-2023/ 
The Board papers that will be discussed at the meeting, which will include further technical 
information relating to the three sites, are also available on the same webpage. 
 

This was NOTED by members. 
 

11.  To approve the report from the Betws RFC annual lease check carried out by 
both Councillor McMinn-Davies who did the document check and visual 
checks carried out by Councillor Stacey. (see email sent to Peter 25/7/2023 ref 
2 trailers and discarded items at rear of 2c Heol Y Felin) 

 

Councillor McMinn-Davies stated that there was no need for a report as she told 
members that the clerk had indicated in one of the meetings that only an email was 
required. The clerk informed members that a report was required as this would be 
the first one as there are no documented checks as per the lease on file. This needs 
to be one done annually to record that Council are carrying out their due diligence 
and responsibilities as they hold this area on behalf of the community. 
 

The Chair, Cllr Stacey stated that he and Cllr McMinn-Davies would get together and 
compile a full report from both the document check and visual checks carried out by 
each of them for the next meeting. 
 

This item will be placed on the agenda for October. This was NOTED by members. 
 

12.  To consider a motion to exclude the public and members of the press 
with regards to matters in point 13 due to the confidential nature under Public Bodies 
(Admission to Meetings) 1960, s.1 (2) and Local Government Act 1972, s.100(2) 
 

https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fhduhb.nhs.wales%2Fabout-us%2Fyour-health-board%2Fboard-meetings-2023%2Fextraordinary-board-agenda-and-papers-14-september-2023%2F&data=05%7C01%7C%7C6b121a18319e4a540fe908dbb0750033%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638297788779660206%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=NPa%2F%2FAqvX6MjQmeR7YIKvPrX3nYYnjVobG%2FvILELKUo%3D&reserved=0
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fhduhb.nhs.wales%2Fabout-us%2Fyour-health-board%2Fboard-meetings-2023%2Fextraordinary-board-agenda-and-papers-14-september-2023%2F&data=05%7C01%7C%7C6b121a18319e4a540fe908dbb0750033%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638297788779660206%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=NPa%2F%2FAqvX6MjQmeR7YIKvPrX3nYYnjVobG%2FvILELKUo%3D&reserved=0
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The chair had informed members earlier in the meeting that the members of the public that 
were present would need to leave at this point however they had already left by this time in 
the meeting. 
 

13. Exempt Matters: 
 

a)Betws RFC point 14, 15 and 3.11.3 on lease and letter attached from Betws RFC and 
email from Peter Comley in his capacity as Secretary of Betws RFC. Reply from 
Solicitor regarding the Land Issue and Betws RFC lease (as per June Meeting) – 
waiting for application from Betws RFC requesting approval for the changes made previously 
– letter in from Llyscennen forwarded to Dave 25/7/2023 with extract of the email I sent 
to them – (email 5/9/2023) 
 

Letter received from Betws RFC and forwarded to solicitors for advice. The advice has been 
given and response sent to Councillors to consider letter dated 24/July/2023.  
 

Council considered the advice, discussion ensued. It was proposed by Cllr Phillips and 
seconded by Cllr Morgan that Council give consent in retrospect to the assignment in order 
that the changes to the lease be made. This was agreed by all present with 1 abstention.  
 

It was RESOLVED that the clerk reply to the solicitor with their responses. 
 

b) Peter Comley Dispensation application – waiting for his application to go to CCC 
Standards Committee 
 

Cllr Comley has been unable to progress due to personal circumstances. 
 

14. To discuss and update the Council Training Plan as per point 13 of the minutes of the 
meeting held on 12 July 2023. 
 

It was agreed by members that this item would be moved to the October meeting. 
 

15. Guidance to Council as per points 6 and 15 a) i) on the agenda 
 

Under the Local Government and Elections (Wales) Act 2021, the 2021 act inserts a 
requirement under section 26ZA of Schedule 12 to the 1972 Act that no later than 
seven working days of a council meeting, the council must publish electronically a 
note setting out:  
• The names of the members who attended the meeting, and any apologies for 
absence;  
• Any declarations of interest; and  
• Any decisions taken at the meeting, including the outcomes of any votes.  

 

The 2021 Act should be read in conjunction with section 55 of the Local Government 
(Democracy) (Wales) Act 2013, which covers community council websites and 
requires community councils to make available electronically certain information and 
documents. 

 

https://www.slcc.co.uk/site/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/Multi-location-
meetings-LGE-Act-CTC-briefing-ENGLISH.pdf 
 

This was NOTED by members. 
 

16. Feedback from Committees/Working Group/Outside Bodies (all minutes of the 
Committee Meetings can be viewed on the Community Council Website where the 
Full Council Meeting minutes are also available as per 26ZA (1) (2) of Schedule 12 
of the Local Government Act 1972 and section 55 (c) of Local Government 
(Democracy) (Wales) Act 2013): 

https://www.slcc.co.uk/site/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/Multi-location-meetings-LGE-Act-CTC-briefing-ENGLISH.pdf
https://www.slcc.co.uk/site/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/Multi-location-meetings-LGE-Act-CTC-briefing-ENGLISH.pdf
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16.1 To discuss the process and timeline for renewal of the 2 contracts for the 
Recreation Areas (Heol Y Felin Playground and Green, Betws Park and 
Maesquarre Playground) which end 31 March 2024.  Which areas of Betws Park 
will be under contract?  
 

Councillor M Jones informed members that this is sitting with the Recreation Ground 
Committee and is in hand. 
 

16.a)  Recreation Ground Committee –  
Betws Park –  

I) Minutes of the meeting held on 5 July 2023 waiting to be received as per 
legislation as need to be placed on the community council website. – Councillor 
Stacey stated he was working on the minutes. 

 

V) Update regarding painting of Betws Park railings – Councillor Peter Comley – 
given in 16a)ii) above 
 

b) Maesquarre and Heol Y Felin Playground – update – Councillor  
     McMinn-Davies 

 

Regarding point 11.e) from 10 May Meeting the clerk has not received a 
request in writing from the company regarding this or a copy of their Public 
Liability Insurance: 
 

11 e) Councillor McMinn-Davies informed members of a request she had 
received from Dragon Plant seeking permission to enter Maesquarre 
Playground to access the rear garden of No 1 Ffordd Y Glowyr 
regarding some external work they will be carrying out.  

 

Cllr McMinn-Davies to obtain the request in writing from the company and 
forward to the clerk. The company need to ensure they have their Public 
Liability Insurance in place, make sure 2 people are marshalling when the 
machinery is moving within the playground and to make good any damage 
that may occur whilst there. 
 

Update from Cllr McMinn-Davies was that the contractor had told her that 
as soon as they are ready they will let her know but this may be next year 
and informed members that the Company have their own Public Liability 
Insurance. 
 

Cllr Comley informed members that he had met the Annual Playground 
Inspector by chance at Heol Y Felin and had spent a half hour with him 
and he explained how the scoring system works. Maesquarre has some 
high-risk issues with the equipment being end of life and they need 
addressing. The swing has one leg that is rotting. There was a piece of 
equipment at Heol Y Felin that needed attention and is high-risk and Cllr 
Comley was advised on how to rectify this to make it low-risk. He 
proposed that he purchase an emulsifying tape to place around the 
climbing frame rope as the it had frayed and the steel was showing. This 
was seconded by Cllr Stacey and agreed by all. Cllr Comley will give the 
clerk the receipt for reimbursement.  
With regard to the rubber flooring gap which is a low-risk Cllr Comley was 
informed that he could use a black heavy-duty mastic to fill the gap. 
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c)   Finance and Staffing Committee – Councillor Stacey stated that he will send    
      an email to Cllrs to agree a date for the next meeting and email an agenda to the  
      clerk. 
 

d) Defibrillator Project – update from Cllrs Comley/Picouto – discussed earlier in 
meeting.  
 

e) Community Engagement and Events Committee – to discuss commencing 
monthly surgeries at Betws RFC on the 1st Saturday of each month, how 
many councillors will attend? Time? Confirm venue is available with Betws 
RFC, approval to place notice in Betws news section of SW Guardian 
once agreed. First one suggested to be Saturday 7th October 2023 – 
Councillor Allchurch 
 

Discussion ensued with regards to the time of the Surgeries and Cllr James 
stated 1 hour should be sufficient time with 11 – 12 being the given time. Cllr 
Comley will open the RFC and Cllr Allchurch needs to confirm this with him. Cllr 
Stacey suggested that Cllr Allchurch makes a poster and liaises with Cllr Stacey 
this poster can be placed on the website, noticeboard and into the Betws News 
section of the SW Guardian. 
Cllr Stacey will attend the first surgery with Cllr Allchurch on Saturday 7th October 
2023 between 11 – 12.  
 

It was RESOLVED that the Clerk inform Cllr Allchurch of the above as he was not 
present at the meeting.  
 

Cllr M Jones asked about the Christmas Tree for this year in Betws Park and Cllr 
McMinn-Davies informed members that she had this in hand. 
 
Events Committee Chair Cllr Allchurch needs to organise a meeting and send the 
clerk the agenda and date so that it may go onto the website. 
 

f) Toolkit working group – to move to next meeting. 
 

Recreation Ground Committee is 4th October 2023 at 19:00hrs and the Chair 
needs to send the clerk the agenda so that it may go onto the website. 
 
Next meeting is Wednesday 11th October 2023, Cllr Morgan gave his apologies 
for the next meeting. 
 

   The meeting Closed at 21:58. 
 


