BETWS COMMUNITY COUNCIL

The monthly meeting of Betws Community Council was held as a Hybrid Meeting at Betws RFC
and virtually on Microsoft Teams on Wednesday 10" September 2025 at 7.00pm.

The meeting was held on a remote basis in accordance with the provisions of the Local Authorities
(Coronavirus) (Meetings) (Wales) Regulations 2020 and Local Government and Elections (Wales)
Act 2021.

Any member of the public who wishes to attend the meeting as a spectator or who has questions to
put to the Councillors should contact the Clerk for this to be able to take place and the correct
procedure to be followed.

PRESENT: Clir Dave Stacey (Chairperson), James Derrick, Peter Comley, Louise
Waring and Betsan Jones.

County Councillor: Betsan Jones
Clerk: Miss Angela Brown
PCSO: not present

The meeting started at 19:07

The Chair welcomed the newest Councillor and everyone to the meeting, thanking her for joining
and hoping that she finds that holding the office of Councillor for Betws Community Council is
rewarding and that she can bring her skills to benefit the community.

1. Public Questions/Representations
None
2. a) Apologies and Vacancies
Clirs Carwyn James, Maureen Williams, Mike Jones, Karen McMinn-Davies and Lynwen Phillips
3. Declaration by Members of Personal and Prejudicial Interests
None
4. County Councillor Report

1. Update regarding the issues with a bin that had been missing/removed from
the Maesquarre Road end of the footpath 6/6 which leads to Colonel Road. It
has not been replaced to date. County Councillor Jones informed members
that the removal of the bin wasn’t part of money saving it was due to the
bridge being too narrow for a bin pick up. She met with a member of the
department, and they looked at different sites to place the bin. She is waiting
for an update and will chase again on Monday if not received.

2. Regarding the proposed double yellow lines to be placed on the left-hand side
of the junction as you exit Colonel Road onto Betws Road. She informed
members that notices have not yet been placed near the area during July or
August. She will contact the highways department to chase and enquire when
the notices will be going up as checked earlier today none there.
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3. Regarding point 7. from last month’s report and the overhanging trees on
Betws Road, they have been cut back. Contractor told her that he’d cut them
back in the future when necessary.

4. Brambles are coming through the railings on Pentwyn Road although some
have been cut back as far as the end of Rice Road the park extends up as far
as No 23 Pentwyn Road. Clerk to ask contractor to cut the protruding
brambles from Rice Road to No 23 Pentwyn Road.

5. Flooding on Maerdy Road has been sorted, it was a blocked drain.

6. Update given about the information board in Betws Park that has the local
footpaths on. She has chased this with regards to how much it would cost to
replace.

The site survey has been conducted, the wooden surround/stand is not rotten,
but it does need maintenance before the winter with a rub down and a new
coat of varnish. Councillor Derrick informed members that he would do this
prior to winter. It is only the sign that needs replacing - ClIr Stacey informed
members that he will get this done.

The site meeting took place at 13:00 on Monday 16 June 2025 with CliIr
Jones, County Councillor Jones and members from CCC Footpaths
department to discuss the cost which the print company will submit. Councillor
Mike Jones gave suggestions of the post codes within the village so that
pictures can be taken for the information board. Local footpaths and
bridleways will be mapped. County Councillor Jones has sent the list and
postcodes to her contact so that photographs may be taken. The proof will be
sent to members to approve in due course - Waiting for an update and has
emailed today to chase.

7. Regarding planning application PL/09722 at Dol Y Ffin — entrance and the
speeding cars. She informed members that Go Safe needs to be contacted as
they monitor initially. Discussion ensued about speeding on the road from the
mountain and Betws Road as well.

Clir Derrick informed members that the speeding has improved up on the
mountain since the installation of 30mph signs although there is still an issue
by Wern Terrace. Also, Clir Waring informed members that when the
speeding cars are coming down from the Mountain Road direction to
Coronation Terrace after 9pm they make the windows rattle.

County Councillor Jones informed members that the CCC Highways
department are due to place speed monitoring equipment in the area during
September.

5. To confirm and Sign the Minutes of the Annual and Monthly Meetings held on 11" June
2025 and 9" July 2025

Councillor Comley proposed, and Councillor Stacey seconded and resolved that the
minutes of the Council's monthly meeting held on 11™ June 2025 be accepted as a
true record and approved by all present.
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Councillor Derrick proposed, and Councillor Waring seconded and resolved that the
minutes of the Council’'s monthly meeting held on 9% July 2025 be accepted as a
true record and approved by all present.

6. Dyfed Powys Police Monthly Crime Figures for Betws
Crimes for May 2025 = 10

Violence and Sexual Offences = 5, ASB = 2, Public Order = 1, All other Crime =2

Crimes for June 2025 =13

Violence and Sexual Offences = 4, Drugs = 2, Vehicle Crime = 2, ASB = 1, All other Crime = 4

Councillor Stacey informed members that you can see the solved crime figures under crime
figures.

The link for Betws ward below.

Betws | Police.uk (www.police.uk)

7. Payments/Donation Requests —

a. Clerk Salary and Allowances and Invoices to be paid (see document below)

Payments Made in August 2025

MEETING/BACS | PAYEE DETAILS AMOUNT
REFERENCE
10/9/2025 point Angela Brown Clerks Salary/Allowances (as per Clerk
7aand 7e and office expenses. Salary and
Payroll
Section 112 Local schedule)
Government Act 1972 (as
amended)

LG(FP)A 1963 s5

10/9/2025 point HMRC Payroll payments. (as per Clerk

7a Salary and
Section 112 Local Payroll
Government Act 1972 (as schedule)
amended)

10/9/2025 point Pension Payroll Pension payments. | (as per Clerk

7a Salary and
Section 112 Local Payroll
Government Act 1972 (as schedule)
amended)
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10/9/2025 point One Voice Training for Louise Waring | £42
7a Wales
23/7/2025 New Councillor
Induction
Section 67 of the Local
Government and Elections
(Wales) Act 2021
10/9/2025 point Zurich updating with the new £228.69
7a Insurance playground equipment for
Maesquarre and Heol Y
Felin plus CCC request to & £95.72
indemnify them regarding
any accidents incidents
which may occur involving
the shipping container for
Betws Park.
10/9/2025 point Mr Andrew Reimburse for 2 Heritage £50
7a Williams (Betws | Trees purchased to replace
Park Volunteer | the 2 that died from the
And 9/7/2025 Group) Betws Park Nature Project
point 13b under planting.
correspondence
received point 4. Public Health Act 1875,
s.164 — Power to provide
and manage recreation
grounds.
Payments Made in September 2025
MEETING/BACS | PAYEE DETAILS AMOUNT
REFERENCE
10/9/2025 point Angela Brown | Clerks Salary/Allowances (as per Clerk
7aand 7e and office expenses. Salary and
Payroll
Section 112 Local schedule)

Government Act 1972 (as
amended)

LG(FP)A 1963 s5

10/9/2025 point
7a

HMRC

Payroll payments.

Section 112 Local
Government Act 1972 (as
amended)

(as per Clerk
Salary and
Payroll
schedule)
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10/9/2025 point
7a

Pension

Payroll Pension payments.

Section 112 Local
Government Act 1972 (as
amended)

(as per Clerk
Salary and
Payroll
schedule)

10/9/2025 point
7a

SML

Survey at BRFC

£540

10/9/2025 point
7a

Zurich
Insurance

updating with the new
playground equipment for
Maesquarre and Heol Y
Felin plus CCC request to
indemnify them regarding
any accidents incidents
which may occur involving
the shipping container for
Betws Park.

s112 & 140 LGA 1972 (as
amended)

£228.69

& £95.72

It was proposed by Councillor Waring and seconded by Councillor Derrick and agreed by all
present that the above payments are authorised, and it was RESOLVED that the above be paid.

b) Donation Requests — i) Ammanford Rugby Club — Fireworks night (email
sent 4/8/2025) — after consideration it was agreed that on this occasion no donation
be made. Clerk to inform the requestor.
¢) Audit — External Audit — the clerk informed members that the files were posted
on 14/7/2025, the auditor had a few questions which were responded to during
August. The files were returned to the clerk on 5/9/2025. Waiting to receive the
Auditors opinion regarding the full audit.
d) To approve Qtr 1 Finance Figures (email sent 21/7/2025) — after a short
discussion it was proposed by Councillor Comley and seconded by Councillor Derrick
that the Qtr 1 finance figures be approved, this was agreed by all present.

e) To approve the clerks backdated pay award and payscale (email sent
28/7/2025) — after a short discussion it was proposed by Councillor Derrick and
seconded by Councillor Comley that Local Government Pay Award 2025/2026 be
paid to the clerk and agreed by all present. The Chair and Clerk to sign the clerks
updated contract to reflect these changes.
f) Insurance cover ref shipping container at Betws Park and the Licence from
CCC - after a short discussion the Volunteers may wish to insure the shipping
container if it is an office style container. Clerk to contact.
d) Memorial Garden quotes received from Clir McMinn-Davies regarding cost of
a proposed nhew commemorative plaque as per point 1 in the meeting held on
Wednesday 11th June 2025 and 13. b. point 7. In the meeting held on
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Wednesday 9th July 2025. — after a discussion it was decided that Councillor
Betsan Jones and Councillor Comley would make further enquiries regarding the
details of the two options. To be reviewed in the October meeting.

8. Planning Applications —
The following applications were received:

The following applications were received:

PL/09587 - Non-Material Amendment to E/28461 (Add a condition that includes the originally
approved plans) - Land at Dolau Ffin, Maesquarre Road, Betws, Ammanford — in review
awaiting decision 11/7/2025

PL/09722 - Land at Dolau Ffin, Maesquarre Road, Betws, Ammanford - Land at Dolau Ffin,
Maesquarre Road, Betws, Ammanford - Consultation 12/8/2025 — 2/9/2025

The following applications were granted/refused/withdrawn:

PL/08506 - Land adjacent to 44/46 Treforis Road, Ammanford, SA18 2RA - Proposed
alteration of no.2 residential dwellings (Use Class C3) to no.1 residential dwelling (Use Class
C3) - Registered 14/11/2024 - Delegated decision - Withdrawn 22/7/2025

PL/09587 - Land at Dolau Ffin, Maesquarre Road, Betws, Ammanford - Non-Material
Amendment to E/28461 (Add a condition that includes the originally approved plans) -
Registered 11/7/2025 decision regarding original planning application E/28461 for a new
dormer bungalow and detached garage — Granted 31/7/2025

PL/09713 - Non-Material Amendment to PL/08709 (Variation on approved plans within
Condition 2) - Former Betws Colliery Site, Maesquarre Road, Ammanford, SA18 2LF - In
review awaiting decision 5/8/2025 - Non-Material Amendment Granted 13/8/2025

PL/09517 - Conversion of a Former Pub, Restaurant and Inn to a Residential Dwelling -
Scotch Pine, Betws, Ammanford, SA18 2PL - Full planning permission granted 19/8/2025

The above applications were NOTED by members unless otherwise stated.
9. Correspondence/Matters for Information/Action (emails sent out to members)

a) National Forest Landscape Scheme 2025/27 (OVW) (email sent 14/7/2025)

b) Public Services Ombudsman for Wales quarterly newsletter: April — June
(OVW) (email sent 14/7/2025)

c) FW: LPfN grant launch and Sec 6 Biodiversity Report for Dec 2025 (OVW)(email
sent 15/7/2025) — Councillor Stacey to liaise/email the Volunteers for an update for
the report.

d) Workshop - Decarbonising the Built Estate (OVW)(email sent 18/7/2025)

e) Webinar - National Forest Landscape Scheme 2025/27(OVW) (email sent
18/7/2025)

f) TfW Bulletin June 2025 (OVW) (email sent 18/7/2025)

g) Digital health of community and town councils (OVW) (email sent 18/7/2025)

h) One Voice Wales E-Bulletin edition 7 (OVW) (email sent 18/7/2025)

i) Members’ Allowances: Annual Timetable of Actions (OVW) (email sent
18/7/2025)

j) IMPACT - Llais monthly newsletter (email sent 21/7/2025)

k) Assistance to understand active travel in rural Wales (survey) (email sent
23/7/12025)
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1) Reusable Cup Schemes - Survey and Event 28th July (survey) (email sent
28/7/2025)

m) Seasonal Decorations - MK lllumination (email sent 28/7/2025)

n) Don't forget to have your say in the annual residents survey (CCC) (email sent
28/7/2025)

o) Older Commissioner's Newsletter - July 2025(OVW) (email sent 4/8/2025)

p) Vacancy -- Public Appointments (OVW) (email sent 4/8/2025)

q) Annual Report 2024-2025 Police and Crime Commissioner (OPCC) (email sent
4/8/2025)

r) 05/08/2025 - Eisteddfod Genedlaethol - Social Care: your chance to influence
the future of the sector (OVW) (email sent 4/8/2025)

s) Town & Community Councils update (CCC) (email sent 4/8/2025)

t) All Wales Play Opportunities Grant — Capital (CCC) (email sent 4/8/2025)

u) IMPORTANT One Voice Wales Constitution and Governance Framework — EGM
online 3 September 2025 (OVW) (email sent 7/8/2025)

v) Vacancy: G7 Policy Lead - Legislation and Strategy - Welsh Revenue Authority
(WRA) (OVW) (email sent 7/8/2025)

w) Red Roses A477 junction - Senedd petition (OVW) (email sent 7/8/2025)

x) Welsh Government Consultation on Revisions to the Separate Collection of
Waste Materials for Recycling: A Code of Practice for Wales (OVW) (email sent
7/8/2025)

y) Criminal Justice Board in Wales - Independent Advisory Group (CCC) (email
sent 7/8/2025)

z) Overcoming barriers to Net Zero in the public sector - Webinar Series (OVW)
(email sent 7/8/2025)

aa) PCC Bulletin (OPCC) (email sent 19/8/2025)

bb)All Wales Play Opportunities Grant — Capital (CCC) (email sent 19/8/2025)

cc) Repair Cafe Wales (OVW) (email sent 19/8/2025)

dd)Your Biodiversity Team at One Voice Wales (OVW) (email sent 21/8/2025)

ee) IMPACT - Llais monthly newsletter (email sent 28/8/2025)

ff) Ammanford Foodbank - Help us be ready for Autumn’s challenges (email sent
28/8/2025)

gg)Extended Deadline: Young People-Shape Our Services and Open Call for
Evidence (OPCC) (email sent 28/8/2025)

hh)Hate Crime Awareness Week 2025 FREE Open Training (CCC) (email sent
28/8/2025)

ii) SURVEY - In Wales, in 2025, does the job title “Clerk” adequately reflect the
role? (OVW) (email sent 28/8/2025)

ji) Final week to share your views on the Clinical Services Plan Consultation
(OVW/Hywel Dda) (email sent 28/8/2025)

kk) IMPORTANT / One Voice Wales Extraordinary Meeting 3 September 2025
(OVW) (email sent 28/82025)

Il) Welsh Government Consultation on extending the duty on local authorities to
broadcast meetings (OVW) (emails sent 28/8/2025)

mm) All Wales Play Opportunities Grant — Capital (CCC) (email sent 3/9/2025)

nn) Ystadau Cymru Awards 2025 - closing 8 September (OVW) (email sent

3/9/2025)

oo) Ammanford Foodbank (email sent 3/9/2025)

pp) TRAINING DATES - SEPTEMBER - DECEMBER 2025 (OVW) (email sent

3/9/2025)

dq) Motions for Annual General Meeting (OVW) (email sent 9/9/2025)

rr) Ammanford Foodbank (email sent 9/9/2025)

ss) E Bulletin 8 (OVW) (email sent 9/9/2025)

tt) Save Our Scarlets March - Saturday 27 September 2025 (email sent 9/9/2025)
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uu) Notification of Application for a Licence: Mc Donalds, Tesco Car Park,
Ammanford (CCC) (email sent 9/9/2025) — after a short discussion it was agreed that
the clerk send objections as discussed to the CCC Licensing department.

vv) Upcoming Courses — Coleg Sir Gar (email sent 9/9/2025)

ww) Victim Engagement Forum renamed to Victim-Survivor Engagement Network
(OPCC) (email sent 9/9/2025)

xx) Cymdeithas Owain Glyndwr - Dydd Glyndwr 2025 (email sent 9/9/2025)

yy) Your Biodiversity Team at One Voice Wales (OVW) (emails sent 9/9/2025)

zz) Bureau Newsletter (CCC) (email sent 9/9/2025)

The points above are all NOTED by members unless otherwise stated.

Discussion ensued regarding Councillor emails and previously only 2 had set up the
.org versions. Clir Waring had recently set up a specific email for her new role with
the Community Council on a gmail account as she didn’t want to miss any emails.

It was proposed by Councillor Waring that all the Councillors set up a new gmail
account specifically for Council emails this was seconded by Clir Derrick and agreed
by all present. Please set up in the following format:

ClIr.(surname)@gmail.com

Once actioned please send to the Clerk so that she can forward emails to the new
accounts.

Also, discussion regarding all the emails in point 9 but the clerk wouldn’t know which
ones interest Councillors which is why all that are received are forwarded.

Clir Stacey and Cllr Waring can assist Councillors in setting up the new account if
required, please contact if you need help.

10.To consider a motion to exclude the public and members of the press with
regards to matters in point 12 due to the confidential nature under Public
Bodies (Admission to Meetings) 1960, s.1 (2) and Local Government Act 1972,
s. 100 (2)

11. Exempt Matters —

a) Betws RFC and Land issue at Heol Y Felin (if any correspondence
received) Response received regarding both issues (email sent 7/5/2025 +
draft to Dave 20/6/2025, email sent to solicitors 10/7/2025 awaiting
response, 18/7/2025 ref surveyor visit 28/7/2025, invoice received
21/8/2025) — discussed in point 7 above

b) Betws RFC - (if any correspondence received) — none received

c) Annual Lease check for 2024/2025 to be completed — Dave and Emyr
completed on Saturday 15 February 2025. To Do - Dave - Report required to
be sent to the Clerk and Insurance to check. Issues lift certificate required for
the 6 monthly checks and emergency exit stairs (2 or 3) need repair 2/3rds of
the way up. Email sent to Emyr 14/7/25 suggesting he contact CCC as there is
a lift in Ammanford Library and they could use the same contractor to check
their lift every 6 months. The clerk spoke with Emyr who had opened the club
for the meeting who said that he’s not had a response from the committee
regarding the email I'd sent him. It is important that they get these health and
safety issues resolved.
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13. Feedback from Committees/Working Group/Outside Bodies (all minutes of the
Committee Meetings can be viewed on the Community Council Website where
the Full Council Meeting minutes are also available):

a) Recreation Ground Committee — next meeting Tuesday 30 September 2025.
b) Betws Park —

i) Update - Betws Park railings — Clir Comley if any changes — the painting
work is ongoing with the probation service although weather and their workload
impacts. Clir Comley will chase.

ii) Update — Simple Metal structure in Nature area (email sent 19/2/2025)
reply regarding its construction (email sent 19/3/2025, 21/3/2025)(4/4/2025)
(12/4/2025) (3/7/2025) - the clerk received the licence via email today and has
printed and brought to the meeting so that it can be signed by both the Chair and
the clerk before returning it to CCC. Once the process is complete CCC will
inform the clerk of when the installation of the metal structure and metal shipping
container can take place. Update by Clir Betsan Jones the ground preparations
are being done for the structures as agreed by CCC Licence.

iii) Update - Missing trees from central avenue Betws park/ (Betws Park
Volunteers)(email sent 13/1/2025) — emailed Stephen Edwards/Paul Cleaver
13/2/2025. Room for 2 trees but not where old trees were type TBC as wet
Area. Types of Trees (see email sent 2/4/2025) email sent to Hilliers
22/4/2025. Reply received (email sent 7/5/2025, 25/6/2025, 26/6/2025) — Clir
Jones — Delivery address and timing of delivery to be ascertained, clerk to email
contact at Hilliers once done. Email sent to Hilliers 15/7/2025 — waiting for
delivery date to be confirmed.

iv) Update — Request 10ft long x 8ft wide x 7ft high container at nature area
— Volunteer Group (email sent 18/3/2025) Permission being sought from
CCC various emails (1/4/2025) and (12/4/2025, 16/4/2025, 22/4/2025,
24/4/2025) and (13/5/2025, 19/5/2025, 20/5/2025, 23/5/2025, 2/6/2025,
3/6/2025, 4/6/2025, 18/6/2025) (3/7/2025) — see ii) above.

v) Update regarding site meeting 16/6/2025 regarding the Betws Park
Information board (seen previously under correspondence Fw: 250514 -
Sign enquiry | Betws Park Information board (email sent 23/5/2025) — see
4. 6. Above in the County Councillors report.

vi) Review suggestion of a Memorial Stone for BP by Major Ken Burton
discussed in June/July meetings. — discussed in point 7. g) above

Correspondence received

1. Email from Volunteers regarding weeds in the formal beds at Betws Park
(13/7/2025)

2. Litter Report - FS737361624 (CCC) (email sent 7/8/2025)

3. Bins full (BP Volunteer Group) various emails (email sent 7/8/2025,
21/8/2025, 28/8/2025)

4. FW: Request For A New Litter Bin - FS742083125 (CCC) (email sent
21/8/2025) — discussion ensued, there are 5 bins in the park, with bins in the
vicinity some people need to keep hold of their litter and place in one of the bins
rather than dropping it. Also, the insertion of large cardboard items from take
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away food purchased need to be folded then pushed to the bottom of the bin,
otherwise they block the bin which is empty underneath.

c) Maesquarre and Heol Y Felin Playground — update —

i) Fortnightly Playground Inspection Reports — Clirs Comely and Derrick
to commence from 15 April 2025 as contractor has retired — Feedback from
Councillors regarding their first fortnightly checks — to be forwarded to the
clerk each time by email to the clerk — May, June, July and August checks
required — hard copies given to the clerk in the meeting by Clir Comley.

ii) Update on Inclusive Roundabout — issues with installation
(emails sent 2/6/2025, 3/6/2025, 17/6/2025 + 10/7/2025, 18/7/2025) — After
discussion the Chair will contact Sutcliffe Play regarding the issues.

iii) Heol Y Felin wet pour issues — quotes for repair and renewal as per site
meeting on 9/7/2025. — Emroch quotes for repair and renewal. Clir Derrick
doing repairs — update the sand ordered was not delivered although an invoice
has been received Clir Derrick will attend LBS tomorrow and cancel the order as
CCTV checked. He will quote for grass mats, glue and labour as it will be half the
cost of wet pour.

iv) Chain link fencing along Colonel Road requires fixing as sagging — Clir
M Jones — to be actioned as per point 13. ¢) correspondence received point iii)
at meeting of 9" July 2025 — Clir Comley has costed the chain link and it was
agreed in the meeting that Clir Comley can purchase the chain link fencing and
give the clerk the invoice. Also, to look at solving the issues of the fence being
climbed as discussed in the meeting and to bring costings to the next meeting.

v) Bench to be re-sited from outside Heol Y Felin playground on Colonel
Road to within the area — to be actioned as per point 13. a) in the meeting of
Wednesday 11" June 2025 - the bench has been removed and will be re-sited in
the future.

Clir B Jones informed members that S4C’s Heno programme was at
Betws Park on Monday the Volunteers and the school children as the
Nature Garden had received a Community Green Flag.

Clir M Jones had asked Clir B Jones to convey a message to the
Volunteers from the Community Council saying well done and
congratulations for gaining the Community Green Flag through all their
hard work and commitment.

Correspondence received

i) 2025 Annual Playground Inspection reports for Heol Y Felin and
Maesquarre Playgrounds in Betws, Ammanford (CCC) (email sent 7/8/2025)
ii) Wire Fence at Heol Y Felin (email sent 23/8/2025)

d) Finance and Staffing Committee — Clir James

e) Community Engagement and Events Committee — feedback from meeting on
2/9/2025 — the clerk informed members that Ammanford Town Council have said
yes to borrowing the gazebo for the Christmas Lighting event. Clir Waring asked
Clir Stacey about the Social Media Plan — he will send it to her on google docs.
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There had been a discussion regarding the current logo not being high resolution.
It was decided that Betws Primary School will be involved in designing a new
logo, once done Full Council will ratify the new logo.

f) Toolkit working group - work in progress - ClIr Stacey
Next meeting Wednesday 8™ October 2025 at 19:00.
The meeting Closed at 21:05
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